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CRYSTAL  DREAMS 
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$30.00 


PARFAIT  DELIGHT 
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EL  MORADO 
LUNAR  FLOUNCE 
SHALAKO 


TB  ’88.  Peach  standards,  white  falls  rimmed  apricot, 

cerise  beards  . . . . . $20.00 

TB  ’87.  Coral  pink  and  burgundy  plicata  ....  $1 6.00 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


Two  of  our  Regions  have  had  an  exceptional  membership  increase  for  the 
AIS.  Region  7  (Tennessee  and  Kentucky)  and  Region  4  (Maryland,  District  of 
Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Carolina)  have  vaulted  into  first 
and  third  place  in  total  membership,  while  Region  14  (Northern  California, 
Nevada  and  Hawaii)  is  still  second.  Much  of  this  growth  is  related  to  the  vitality 
of  the  clubs  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Regions’  leaders.  I  wish  to  thank  these 
people  for  setting  such  a  fine  example  for  the  rest  of  the  Society  to  follow. 
January  is  a  perfect  time  for  each  Region  to  make  plans  for  spring  activities 
and  to  think  of  methods  of  recruiting  new  members. 

It  is  also  a  perfect  time  for  all  Judges  in  the  Society  to  plan  their  garden 
visits  for  the  coming  season.  We  are  all  aware  of  the  importance  of  visiting  as 
many  gardens  as  possible  in  order  to  see  the  maximum  number  of  the  irises 
listed  on  the  Awards  Ballot.  As  you  know,  it  is  advisable  to  see  an  iris  growing 
in  two  different  years  before  you  mark  the  ballot  for  it.  As  you  check  your  1 989 
AIS  calendars,  don’t  forget  to  include  visits  to  gardens  where  miniature  dwarf 
and  median  irises  can  be  observed.  Such  a  trip  will  get  you  off  to  an  early 
start,  and  you  should  prolong  your  enjoyment  and  your  education  by  seeking 
out  gardens  where  the  late  blooming  types  of  irises  can  be  seen. 

Several  individuals  and  clubs  have  requested  information  on  what  they  can 
do  to  help  the  AIS  financially.  In  the  last  three  years,  the  Society  has  spent 
$7,800  for  scientific  research,  primarily  that  of  iris  diseases.  We  also  have 
funded  the  scholarship  for  students  in  advanced  plant  science  study.  Money 
for  either  of  these  programs  would  be  welcome  and  is  now  fully  tax-deduct¬ 
ible. 

While  the  snow  might  be  drifting  around  your  house  at  this  very  moment, 
your  thoughts  are  probably  far  removed  from  irising.  However,  they  say  that 
time  flies,  and  soon  we  will  be  headed  for  a  wonderful  time  in  Memphis.  The 
Convention  Committee  has  made  great  plans  for  this  event.  See  you  all  there! 
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Start,,  . 
something 
-R/rgreatin,  . 

Memphis 


START  SOMETHING  GREAT  IN  MEMPHIS 

1989  American  Iris  Society  National  Convention 
April  29-May  3, 1989 

Convention  Headquarters 
THE  PEABODY,  “The  South’s  Grand  Hotel’’ 

149  Union  Avenue 
Memphis,  TN  38103 
Local  (901)  529-4000 
Toll  Free  (800)  238-7273 
Toll  Free  (In  TN)  (800)  582-6204 

Rates:  Single  $70,  Double  $85,  Triple  $90,  Quad  $100. 

Please  make  reservations  directly  with  the  Peabody.  State  that  you  are  with 
The  American  Iris  Society  Convention,  Group  Code  #AIS  489.  All  rooms 
blocked  for  the  convention  which  are  not  reserved  by  Saturday,  April  8, 1 989, 
will  be  released  to  the  general  public  on  that  date.  However,  The  Peabody  will 
honor  the  convention  room  rates  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis  for  con¬ 
vention  delegates.  The  hotel  Check-in  time  is  3  p.m.  Check  out  time  is  12 
noon. 


Registration  fees:  Postmarked  before  March  20  $135.00 

Postmarked  after  March  20  $150.00 

Optional  Tour  Fees:  Antebellum/Fayette  County  Tour 

(April  29,  1:30-7  p.m.  $26.00 

Graceland  Tour  (April  30,  1-4  p.m.  $25.00 

Federal  Express  “Superhub”  Tour 
(May  2,  10:45  p.m. -2  a. m.  $13.00 


Make  checks  payable  to  “1989  AIS  Convention” 

Mail  Registrations  to:  Miss  Lucy  Carrington  Jones,  3550  Lakeview  Road, 

Memphis,  TN  38116. 

Partial  registration  rates  will  be  given  upon  inquiry  to  the  Convention  Registrar 
and  will  be  honored  upon  advanced  registration  only.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
cancel  a  registration,  full  refund  will  be  made  if  notice  is  postmarked  no  later 
than  March  25.  A  50%  refund  will  be  made  if  notice  is  postmarked  no  later 
than  April  20. 

AS  A  COURTESY  TO  THE  GARDEN  OWNER,  WE  ASK  THAT  YOU  CONSIDER 
THE  PRIVATE  CONVENTION  GARDENS  CLOSED  FOR  VIEWING  FROM 
APRIL  22  UNTIL  MAY  3. 
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CONVENTION  SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 

Saturday,  April  29 — Registration  opens  at  12  noon  and  closes  at  5  p.m. 
Meetings  are  scheduled  for  the  AIS  Board  of  Directors,  Sectional 
Boards,  RVPs,  RVPs  and  Judges’  Training  Chairperson,  Sectional 
Representatives  and  the  Dwarf  and  Japanese  Society  Boards. 

Hotel  check-in  is  3  p.m.  For  spouses  and  early  arrivals  we  will  offer  an 
optional  tour  of  Antebellum  homes  1 :30-7  p.m. 

Sunday,  April  30— Registration  open  from  8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Meetings 
scheduled  are  the  AIS  Board  of  Directors  and  the  following  societies: 
Median,  Historical,  Dwarf,  Louisiana,  Spuria,  SIGNA,  Japanese,  and 
Past  and  Future  Convention  Chairpersons. 

Hotel  check-in  is  3  p.m.  Optional  tour  from  1  to  4  p.m.  of  Elvis  Presley’s 
GRACELAND.  The  tour  includes  the  mansion,  the  Meditation  Garden, 
and  Elvis’  plane  the  “Lisa  Marie.” 

The  convention  will  open  outdoors  with  a  “Huckleberry  Finn  Adven¬ 
ture”  on  Mud  Island  at  6:30  p.m. 

Monday,  May  1 — Coffee  will  be  available  in  “Dux”  at  6:30  a.m.  and  in  “Cafe 
Expresso”  at  7:30  a.m.  Breakfast  will  be  served  on  the  buses.  Late 
registration  will  be  7:15  a.m.  to  7:45  a.m.  Bus  departures  begin  at  8 
a.m.  for  all  convention  gardens.  The  last  bus  will  depart  at  8:30  a.m. 
We  have  adopted  the  color  code  system  where  yellow  buses  will  visit 
one  set  of  gardens,  while  blue  buses  and  red  buses  will  visit  other  sets 
of  gardens.  If  you  ride  a  blue  bus  the  first  day,  you  should  remain  on  the 
same  color  bus  on  the  following  days.  Lunch  will  be  served  in  three 
locations  each  day:  The  Memphis  Botanic  Garden,  Shelby  Forest 
State  Park,  and  in  Fayette  County,  Tennessee. 

Three  concurrent  Judges’  Training  Sessions  begin  at  7  p.m.  1.)  The 
Show  Schedule  and  the  Judge;  2.)  Standard  Dwarf  and  Miniature 
Dwarf  Bearded  Irises;  3.)  Siberian  Irises. 
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Tuesday,  May  2— -Coffee  will  be  available  in  “Dux”  at  6:30  a.m.  and  in  “Cafe 
Expresso”  at  7:30  a.m.  Breakfast  will  be  served  on  the  buses.  Buses 
load  between  8  and  8:30  a.m.  Buses  return  to  the  Peabody  by  4:30 
p.m.  The  Peabody  Ducks  return  to  their  penthouse  home  at  5  p.m. 

Dinner  on  your  own.  Evening  functions  include  the  Region  7  Spring 
Meeting,  Robin  Reception,  and  the  following  sectional  meetings:  Aril, 
Siberian,  Reblooming,  and  Pacific  Coast  Natives.  An  optional  tour  of 
the  Federal  Express  Superhub  from  1 0:45  p.m.  to  2  a.m.  (If  you  want  to 
witness  the  energy  of  American  youth,  you  won’t  want  to  miss  this  tour.) 

Wednesday,  May  3 — Coffee  will  be  available  in  "Dux”  at  6:30  a.m.  and  in 
“Cafe  Expresso”  at  7:30  a.m.  Breakfast  will  be  served  on  the  buses. 
Final  rotation  of  gardens.  Last  bus  will  depart  between  8  a.m.  and  8:30 
a.m.  and  return  to  the  Peabody  by  4:30  p.m. 

Deadline  for  submission  of  President’s  Cup  and  Cook  Cup  ballots  is  5 
p.m. 

No  Host  Social  Hour  and  Youth  Hour  begin  at  6  p.m.  and  the  Awards 
Banquet  in  the  Memphis  Ballroom  begins  at  7:30  p.m. 

Thursday,  May  4— Hotel  Check-out  is  12  noon. 

Optional  Tours 

Memphis,  the  nation’s  16th  largest  city  and  Mid-America’s  Distribution 
Center,  is  the  fastest  growing  and  largest  city  in  Tennessee.  An  example  of 
this  growth  is  Kellogg’s  decision  to  build  a  new  $1 .2  billion  cereal  manufactur¬ 
ing  plant,  the  state’s  largest  single  investment,  eclipsing  the  new  GM  Saturn 
plant. 

Unlike  some  hosting  cities,  Memphis’  No.  1  industry  is  tourism.  Thus,  we 
are  able  to  offer  you  some  outstanding  optional  tours  while  our  guests  in  “the 
City  of  Good  Abode.”  Each  optional  tour  will  have  its  own  additional  fee  that 
must  be  added  to  the  Convention  Registration  Fee  you  send  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  Registrar,  Miss  Lucy  Carrington  Jones. 

Antebellum  Tour  of  Fayette  County 

Enroute  to  Fayette  County,  our  guide  will  take  us  through  a  tour  of  1  house 
and  2  churches  in  LaGrange,  an  historic  town  which  is  older  than  the  City  of 
Memphis.  In  Somerville  we  will  be  treated  to  a  “tasting  tea”  in  one  of  the  old 
historic  homes — cider,  cheese/crackers,  fried  apple  pies,  etc.,  and  then 
allowed  some  time  to  shop  on  the  town  square.  Iris  prints  painted  by  a  local 
artist  will  be  available  for  sale.  On  the  way  back  to  Memphis,  we  will  stop  at  the 
Tennessee  Pewter  Plant  in  Moscow,  Tennessee,  where  a  local  artisan  has 
designed  3  iris  pewter  pieces. 

Total  Cost  per  Person:  $26.00  including  transportation,  tour  guide  and  taxes. 
Tour  Time:  1 :30  pm  to  7:00  pm  (5.5  hours) 

Subject  to  cancellation  if  insufficient  interest  is  shown  in  this  tour. 

Graceland  Tour 

Sunday  afternoon  at  1  p.m.,  join  us  as  we  visit  Graceland.  Come  feel  the 
music,  share  the  dream  and  experience  the  private  world  of  Elvis  Presley.  Your 
tour  of  Graceland  will  be  almost  as  unforgettable  as  the  man  who  made  it 
famous.  See  Elvis’  vehicle  collection,  including  his  famous  1955  pink  Ca¬ 
dillac.  Be  dazzled  by  Elvis’  personal  jewelry,  including  the  stunning  16-carat 
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diamond  “TCB”  ring  (“taking  care  of  business”).  See  the  private  side  of  Elvis  in 
the  intimate  mini-museum,  the  cozy,  turn-of-the-century  style  pool  room  and 
the  Music  Room  with  his  famous  gold  piano;  just  a  small  part  of  what  you  will 
see  on  your  guided  tour  of  the  Graceland  Mansion.  Relive  the  Elvis  years  with 
his  music,  visit  the  Meditation  Garden,  and  then  step  aboard  the  “Lisa  Marie” 
often  referred  to  as  the  “penthouse  in  the  sky.” 

Tour  cost:  $25  per  person  which  includes  transportation,  admission  and 
taxes. 

Federal  Express  Tour 

It  was  only  twenty  years  ago  that  a  college  student  attending  Yale  received 
a  “D”  on  his  senior  thesis  in  which  he  developed  the  concept  of  an  overnight 
air  express  delivery  service.  Now  the  familiar  orange  and  purple  logo  of 
Federal  Express’  air  fleet  and  land  support  vans  can  be  seen  all  over  the 
world.  For  most  of  its  history  Federal  Express  has  called  Memphis  home.  With 
additional  mini-hubs  in  Oakland,  Newark,  Brussels,  and  Indianapolis,  Feder¬ 
al  Express  has  maintained  a  sizeable  2  to  1  edge  in  nightly  package  volume 
over  its  nearest  competitor. 

Join  us  as  we  witness  this  modern  phenomena  by  touring  the  “Super 
Hub”  of  Federal  Express.  See  young  people  on  the  sorting  lines  work  like  you 
have  never  seen  young  people  work.  Consider  that  750,000  packages  arrive 
nightly  between  1 1  pm  and  1  am  will  be  delivered  by  10  am  that  same  day! 
Memphis  International  Airport  is  busy;  but  fortunately  when  you  will  be  flying 
out,  most  of  the  FedEx  jets  will  be  on  final  approach  to  their  destinations. 

Departure  Time:  10:45  pm  Tuesday,  May  2.  Return  approx.  2  am 
Tour  cost:  $1 3.00/person  which  includes  transportation,  guided  tour  and 
taxes 


Night  Life  Tour 

The  Night  Life  Tour  is  a  package  tour  developed  by  Gray  Lines  of 
Tennessee.  Informational  brochures  will  be  available  at  the  Peabody.  You  will 
be  able  to  sign  up  for  this  tour  through  the  hotel’s  concierge.  Daily  departures 
at  7  pm. 

SPECIAL  AIRLINE  RATES 


American  Airlines  will  make  available  Meeting  Saver  fares  to  Memphis 
equal  to  a  40%  discount  off  the  full  day  coach  fare  in  effect  on  the  date  tickets 
are  purchased.  The  tickets  must  be  purchased  seven  (7)  days  in  advance 
based  on  “B”  class  availability  from  points  within  the  48  contiguous  states. 

The  special  discount  is  available  only  by  contacting  the  American  Airlines 
Meeting  Services  Desk  at  the  Toll  Free  Number  1  -800-433-1 790  and  referring 
to  Star  File  Number  S-5300. 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  20-24 

1991 

Washington  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1994 

Portland,  OR 

1995 

Hershey,  PA 

8 


JAPANESE  IRIS  AWARDS  1988 

PAYNE  AWARD 

ORIENTAL  EYES  (A,  VOGT)  26  VOTES 

runnersup 

BLUEBERRY  RIMMED  (C.  McEWEN)  25  VOTES 
ANYTUS  (S.  INNERST)  13  NOTES 

HONORABLE  MENTION 


VOTES  VOTES 


24 

ROYAL  GAME 

15 

STRIPER 

22 

(VOGT/STAHLY) 

CENTER  OF  ATTENTION 

13 

(JILL  COPELAND) 

PINK  BUNNY 

19 

(L  RICH) 

HEGIRA 

11 

(W.  ACKERMAN) 
KONTAKi-ON 

19 

(S.  INNERST) 

LING 

10 

(L  RICH) 

PERRIWINKLE  PINWHEEL 

(JILL  COPELAND) 

(MARX/A.  ROGERS) 

15  HARLEQUINESQUE 
(MARX/HAGER) 


HIGH  COMMENDATION 


COPELAND,  JAMES,  JR. 
7  83-17-1 


MILLER,  A. 

79-40-8 


EDDY,  S. 
7  5-81-1 


VOGT,  A. 
14  A4473 


McEWEN,  C. 
5  85/88  2 


The  Estate  of  William  Eugene  McClure 
3933  South  2275  West  Roy,  Utah  84067 

Phone:  (801)  731-4141 

has  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  the  following  items: 

1.  Schreiner  catalogues  -  1932,  1933,  1935,  1937  through 
1988. 

2.  Cooley  catalogues  -  1939  through  1988. 

(We  would  like  to  sell  each  company’s  catalogues  as  a  set). 

3.  A1S  Check  Lists  -  1939,  1949,  1959,  1969,  and  1979. 
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1988  1989  Votes  Variety  Hybridizer  Year  Season  Height  Color 

93  56  174  HINDENBURG  W.  Maryott  ’83  M'  37"  Orange 

53  57  166  PARADISE  J.  Gatty  ’80  M-L  33"  Peach  pink 

40  58  165  CHRISTMASTIME  Schreiners  ’65  M  41"  White/tangerine  beard 
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IRISES  WINNING 
HIGH  COMMENDATION  1988 


TALL  BEARDED 

VOTES 

BLACK,  R 
1 1  8584A 

10  851 39A 

9  8544B 

8  861 03G 

8  8630A 

BROWN,  O. 

1 3  82  3B20  MEMORY  SONG 

5  83-9G 

BLODGETT,  R. 

8  85-43 

8  86-51 

DUNN,  M. 

8  M80  730A  PATTERNS 

GADDSE,  G. 

10  ANNE  GADDIE  (349-3) 

6  LINGERING  MELODY 
(175-6) 

GARTMAN  L. 

13  ALLURING  (181-27P) 

INNERST 

6  2333-10  BEFORE  THE 

STORM 

5  2227-1 6  COLORSCAPE 

JONES,  B. 

6  79-17-4 

KEGERISE,  EV. 

7  83-453-2 

5  82-440-1 

MAGEE,  T. 

7  ACOMA 

NICHOLS,  H, 

13  AMUSEMENT  (851 9B) 


PROTZMANN,  C. 

8  84-12 

8  84-21 

ROGERS,  F. 

24  CHIPPEWA  BRAVE 
(F211-B) 

7  FRX-2 

SCHREINERS 
6  GOODBYE  HEART 
(S256-A) 

6  ROSETTE  WINE  (T869-3) 
5  T75-B 

5  T110-B 

SLADE,  G. 

6  BY  GEORGE  (88S) 

5  85-8-1 

VIZVARIE,  a 

5  CRV-20-85A 

WOOD,  V. 

7  8524 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

FISHER,  K. 

29  84-5 

MACHULAK,  A. 

7  83-3-5 

BORDER  BEARDED 

BLACK,  P 

8  8490C 

GADDIE,  G. 

6  CRYSTAL  CHANDELIER 
(140-1) 
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INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

BLODGETT,  R. 

6  1 15-81 D 

JOHNSON,  E. 

8  S30 

MACHULAK,  A. 

8  79-23-18 

WARBURTON,  B. 

6  B50  UNI 

SIBERIAN 

HOLLINGWORTH,  R. 

34  82H3A5 

WILLOTT,  A.  &  D. 

7  86-86 

STANDARD  DWARF 
BEARDED 

BLACK,  P. 

10  86298AR 

BLODGETT,  R. 

8  D84-19 

8  D84-78 


GADDIE,  G. 

5  FAT  AND  SASSY  (66-11) 

MACHULAK,  A. 

8  15-79-9 

SINDT,  D. 

6  683 

SOBEK,  R. 

7  82S81 

WILLOTT,  A.  &  D. 

8  84-45 

7  85-41 

5  84-80 

MINIATURE  DWARF 
BEARDED 

GADDIE,  G. 

7  PITTER  PATTER  (87-2) 
MACHULAK,  A. 

7  53-80-8 

WILLOTT,  A.  &  D. 

10  82-28B 

9  87-1 


AWARD  ERRATA 


The  following  irises  were  omitted  from  the  list  of  winners  in  the  October, 
1988  BULLETIN 


Miniature  Dwarf  Bearded 

HONORABLE  MENTION  BUCKEYE  BABY  (A.  &  D.  Willott)  18  votes 

HONORABLE  MENTION  MAYA  MINT  (A.  Machulak)  1 7  votes 

International  Dwarf  Iris  Competition — Vienna 

Violet  Lass  and  Westar  should  be  credited  to  Bennett  Jones,  not  Perry 
Dyer. 

Runnersup — Mohr  Award 

The  Boswell  iris  is  Green  Eyed  Sheba,  not  Green  Eyed  Lady. 

The  center  left  photo  on  page  7  of  the  October  Bulletin  should  be  DITTO, 
not  Dotto. 

Award  of  Merit  winner  PRECIOUS  MOMENTS  belongs  to  JOSEPH  GATTY, 
not  Joseph  Ghio. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Mary  Dusnak  (Wisconsin) 

W.  E.  McClure  (Utah) 

Barbara  Whitehouse  (Massachusetts) 

fames  A.  Mahoney 

Lucille  Mahoney 

James  A.  Mahoney,  AIS  Robins  Chairman  in  1983-85,  and  RVP  of  Region 
23  1 981  -1 983,  passed  away  on  January  27,  1 988,  at  the  age  of  67.  He  joined 
the  New  Mexico  Iris  Society  in  1965  and  AIS  in  1973.  He  was  a  longtime 
member  of  the  Albuquerque  Aril  Society  as  well  as  charter  member  of  the 
Albuquerque  Iris  Guild  and  served  in  many  capacities  for  those  societies.  He 
became  an  accredited  judge  in  1979  and  was  Regional  Judges’  Training 
Chairman  in  1984. 

Jim  was  born  in  Chicago  and  reared  in  the  suburbs.  As  a  veteran  of  WW  II, 
he  attended  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  receiving  a  BS  in  Civil  Engineering 
and  a  Master  of  Science  degree.  He  began  his  professional  career  as  a 
bridge  designer  for  the  Illinois  Department  of  Highways,  but  chose  to  return  to 
his  adopted  state  of  New  Mexico.  He  was  a  Registered  Professional  Engineer 
and  Land  Surveyor  in  New  Mexico  and  a  life  member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers.  He  retired  in  1 983  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  the  Air  Force 
after  thirty-five  years  of  service. 

Jim  was  over  40  when  he  was  bitten  by  the  iris  bug,  and  one  of  his  biggest 
regrets  in  life  was  that  it  didn’t  bite  him  twenty  years  sooner.  He  passionately 
loved  irises  and  hybridizing  and  delighted  in  putting  on  horns,  spoon,  and 
flounces.  He  introduced  an  even  dozen  of  these  novelty  irises  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  market,  as  well  as  four  without  adornments. 

Jim’s  AAH  SOO  was  pictured  in  the  April,  1 988,  issue  of  Sunset  Magazine, 
having  been  photographed  in  the  Kary  Garden  at  the  Phoenix  AIS  Conven¬ 
tion  in  1987. 

Jim  is  survived  by  his  wife  of  45  years,  Lucille,  and  their  three  children  and 
two  grandchildren. 

Mrs.  Lera  Roach  1905-1988 

Faith  Nixon 

Irisarians  who  visited  or  lived  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  during  the  1 960’s  and 
1 970’s  will  always  remember  the  breathtaking  beauty  of  April  in  the  Riverbank 
Gardens  of  Lura  Roach. 

A  meticulous  grower  and  hybridizer,  Lura  became  “hooked”  on  irises 
before  the  great  depression  of  the  1930’s  had  ended.  For  many  years  she 
worked  toward  the  development  of  a  “green”  tali  bearded  line.  Her  best 
known  achievement  is  the  still  popular  SONG  OF  ERIN  (AM);  though  she  also 
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introduced  other  approaches  to  green  -  JADE  PARADE  (HM),  JADE  SHAD¬ 
OWS,  and  G.  LEA.  Lura  was  not  one  to  limit  her  talents;  so  she  also  developed 
and  introduced  “black”  WALTZING  WIDOW  (HM),  “orange”  VALENCIA  VAMP 
and  classy  little  SMOKE  CURLS  (HM),  to  name  only  a  few. 

A  member  of  AIS  and  of  the  Southern  California  Iris  Society  since  her  first 
encounters  with  iris  culture;  Lura  had  served  a  number  of  years  as  Treasurer 
and  as  Editor  of  her  local  society.  She  was  a  prolific  writer,  contributing 
numerous  articles  to  various  iris  publications.  She  was  a  Master  Judge. 
Despite  ail  her  activities,  she  always  made  time  for  the  novice  who  would  seek 
her  advice  about  the  mysterious  ways  of  hybridizing  and  of  the  growing  and 
grooming  of  irises. 

Always  one  to  relish  the  company  of  other  irisarians,  Lura  looked  forward  to 
the  regional  conventions.  Though  her  health  had  been  failing  for  a  number  of 
years,  this  spirited  lady  continued  to  attend  meetings,  treks  and  conventions. 
She  was  determined  to  be  present  at  the  1988  National  Convention  in 
Oklahoma  City,  and  that  goal  she  accomplished. 

Lura  was  enthusiastically  planning  to  go  to  Australia,  in  the  fall,  then  during 
the  summer  she  cancelled  her  plans.  Her  uncanny  senses  had  somehow 
given  her  the  knowledge  that  she  would  be  embarking  on  a  far  greater 
journey,  come  autumn.  Lura  passed  away  on  September  20,  1988;  leaving  a 
legacy  of  excellence  behind  her. 


The  AIS  Robin  Program 

Janice  Badger  (Tennessee) 

In  looking  through  back  issues  of  the  Bulletin ,  I  came  across  the  statement, 
“The  robin  program  is  the  heartbeat  of  The  American  Iris  Society.”  I  was  struck 
by  how  true  that  is.  It  has  been  my  experience  that  of  all  the  benefits  of 
belonging  to  the  AIS,  the  Robin  Program  is  the  most  enjoyable  and  educa¬ 
tional  besides  being  the  one  most  open  to  the  general  membership.  It  offers 
something  for  everyone  with  the  time  and  inclination  for  correspondence  on 
our  favorite  subject .  .  .  irises. 

Many  of  us  don’t  have  a  local  society  and  are  unable  to  travel  as  we’d  like, 
so  the  robins  travel  for  us,  bringing  good  “iris  talk”  all  year.  While  in  most 
regions  we  are  forced  to  give  up  active  gardening  and  retreat  into  the  house 
during  the  winter;  when  the  snow  flies  the  robins  do  too.  For  those  who  can 
attend  regional  and  national  conventions,  what  could  be  more  fun  than 
meeting  robin  friends  in  person? 

Consider  yourself  an  amateur?  You’ll  fit  right  in  and  soon  be  amazed  at  the 
things  you  are  learning  from  pooled  experience.  Newcomers  usually  have  an 
enthusiasm  that  sparks  and  renews  the  robins  they  join  too.  An  old  timer  at  iris 
growing?  Here’s  a  chance  to  compare  notes,  form  friendships,  give  advice 
and  probably  learn  something  too.  Whatever  type  irises  you  grow  or  are 
interested  in,  there  is  most  likely  a  specific  robin  for  you  besides  the  Iris  in 
General  division  which  covers  most  everything. 
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Are  you  asking  exactly  what  is  a  robin?  Simple  ...  it  is  a  correspondence 
circle  made  up,  ideally,  of  from  six  to  ten  members  with  as  wide  a  geograph¬ 
ical  range  as  possible  (within  the  United  Stated  except  in  the  case  of  the 
International  division).  The  envelope  of  letters  circles  a  route;  each  time  a 
member’s  old  letter  is  removed  and  a  new  one  inserted  in  its  place.  All 
members  of  the  AIS  are  invited  to  join  the  Robin  Program.  If  you  are  interested, 
drop  me  a  card,  and  I’ll  send  you  a  copy  of  the  rules.  After  reading  them,  if  you 
decide  you  want  to  join,  write  me  back  telling  me  a  little  about  yourself  and  the 
robins  you  are  interested  in  joining.  I  will  then  assign  you  to  the  chairman  of 
that  division  who  will,  in  turn,  place  you  in  one  of  the  robins.  As  you  can  see, 
this  requires  several  steps  and  there  is  opportunity  for  a  slip-up  to  occur,  so  if 
you  should  ask  to  be  placed  and  don’t  hear  from  me  within  a  reasonable 
length  of  time  please  write  again  so  I  can  see  where  I  lost  you.  “To  err  is 
human”  you  know  and,  believe  me,  I  am  one  of  the  “humanest”  people  you’ll 
ever  meet! 


Robin  Divisions 


Division  Chairman 


Louisiana 

Tall  Bearded 
Reblooming 

Fragrance 

Siberian 

Median 

MDB 

Iris  in  General 

International 


Richard  Morgan 
Rt.  19  Box  438  A 
Hot  Springs,  AR  71913 

The  largest  Division  needs  a  director  desperately.  I’m 
doing  my  best  but  need  help! 

Bernice  Miller 
R  #4  Box  439  B 
Killen,  AL  35645 

Louise  Smith 

5013  Hickory  Signpost  R. 

Williamsburg,  VA  23185 

Anna  Mae  Miller 
6065  N.  16th  St. 

Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Barb  Gibson 
13253  McKeighan  Rd. 

Chesaning,  Ml  48616 

Janice  Badger 
6202  Champion  Rd. 

Chattanooga,  TN  37416 

Shirley  Varmette 
203  Lakeview  Terrace 
New  Haven,  CT  06515 
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Editors 

Genetics 

Ruth  Schulz 

38  Antonio  Ave. 
Meriden,  CT  06450 

Japanese 

Vince  Bitzer 

614  Nandale 
Manchester,  MO  63011 

Specie  and  Native 

Dot  Hujsak 

3227  S.  Fulton 

Tulsa,  OK  74135 

Historical 

Janice  Badger 

6202  Champion  Rd. 
Chatt.  Tenn.  37416 

This  one  got  off  to  a  good  start 
but  has  since  gone  astray.  1  ex¬ 
pect  to  get  it  back  in  flight 
soon. 

Photographic 

Anne  Bateman 

Just  the  opposite  of  my  usual 
problem,  1  have  a  willing  direc¬ 
tor  but  not  enough  applicants 
to  form  a  robin. 

Hybridizing  Need  a  chairman.  Also  would  like  the  directors  of  any 

active  robins  to  get  in  touch  with  me. 


ILIOHUIIII 


Round  Robin  Program 

Sam  Reece,  633  Kindred,  Richardson,  Texas  75080 


LOUISIANA 

Henry  Rowlan,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas:  I  tell  everyone  I  am  only  39  years  old, 
because  with  my  hobby  and  love  of  the  irises  I  only  feel  that  old,  I  have  grown 
irises  since  1948.  In  the  late  50 ’s  or  early  60 ’s  I  got  interested  in  hybridizing 
and  working  with  the  Space  Age  Adornment  type  irises.  In  those  first  days  I 
thought  you  had  to  come  up  with  the  perfect  iris  as  far  as  improvements 
went — in  those  horns,  spoons,  or  flounces.  Boy,  did  they  need  the  improve¬ 
ment  back  then.  I  now  realize  that  I  should  have  named  and  introduced  those 
that  I  had  made  improvements  in  because  the  perfect  H.S.F.  iris  has  yet  to 
arrive:  but  it  will  some  day.  I  have  had  hopes  that  a  Louisiana  will  some  day  get 
the  Dykes  Medal,  but  as  long  as  there  is  a  bearded  iris,  it  looks  as  if  that  will  be 
out  of  the  question,  but  we  can  hope,  can’t  we?  I  also  think  that  some  day  the 
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HSF  irises  will  be  good  enough  to  win  a  Dykes,  hopefully  within  my  life  span. 
Frank  Chowning  got  me  interested  in  the  hybridizing  of  the  Louisianas  back  in 
the  early  70’s.  First  crosses  were  made  in  1 975,  and  I  do  believe  I  have  made 
faster  gains  in  this  short  time  in  the  Louisianas  than  I  did  in  the  same  length  of 
time  in  the  H.S.F.  irises.  I  specialize  in  hybridizing  in  the  H.S.F.  (Space  Age 
TB’s),  MTBs  (table)  and  Louisiana  irises.  I  am  getting  very  nice  things  out  of  all 
three  of  these  efforts.  I  have  done  some  work  in  the  spuria  field,  but  the  time  it 
takes  for  them  to  bloom  after  they  are  lined  out  takes  a  year  or  two  longer  than 
it  does  TBs  or  Louisianas  in  this  area  of  Arkansas,  so  I  dropped  this  effort  this 
past  year  and  now  devote  my  entire  time  24  hours  a  day  to  H.S.F.,  MTB’s  and 
Louisiana  programs  and  my  seasonal  hobby  business  created  to  get  my 
creation  before  the  buying  public.  I  am  sure  this  will  keep  me  out  of  meanness 
from  not  having  anything  to  do  with  my  retirement  time. 

Beardless  irises  are  harder  to  dab  pollen  on  the  stigma  than  in  bearded 
irises.  The  lip  of  the  stigma  is  harder  to  pull  back.  This  is  why  Richard  and  I 
experimented  to  see  if  we  could  find  an  easier  way  of  dabbing  the  pollen  on 
the  stigma  lip  and  found  out  we  had  very  good  results  from  putting  it  directly  in 
the  tube  (ovary)  itself.  My  results  jumped  from  about  40%  to  nearly  100% 
takes. 

I  have  found  very  few  irises  of  any  type  that  have  not  bloomed  for  me  on  a 
fairly  consistent  basis.  The  ones  that  don’t  bloom  well  don’t  bloom  well  for 
anyone  in  this  area,  so  I  would  tend  to  think  that  some  irises  do  not  do  well  in 
one  area  but  very  well  in  another  area.  Some  will  not  increase  in  some  areas 
while  they  increase  like  weeds  in  other  areas. 

Sometimes  I  dig  too  heavily  and  small  rhizomes  may  not  have  bloom  the 
following  year.  In  regards  to  things  that  don’t  bloom  well,  I  always  remove  them 
from  the  garden  after  the  third  year  of  no  bloom.  I  think  that  climatic  conditions 
cause  all  the  damage  as  far  as  not  getting  the  bloom  you  would  like  to  get, 
plus  the  fact  that  some  people  let  their  iris  clumps  get  too  big,  and  when  this 
happens  you  will  not  get  good  bloom.  Usually  digging  and  dividing  every 
three  years  takes  care  of  this  problem,  but  in  some  gardens  it  may  have  to  be 
done  sooner.  Any  iris  that  is  neglected  will  not  bloom  well  in  future  years. 

The  main  reason  I  don’t  fertilize  very  much  is  to  see  what  the  plants  will  do 
on  their  own  in  a  good  garden  soil.  The  reason  for  this  line  of  thought  is  that 
many  people  don’t  fertilize  at  all.  They  plant  and  hope  things  will  do  okay.  My 
picking  of  seedlings  under  these  conditions  tells  me  how  they  would  dounder 
just  good  old  garden  dirt.  If  they  are  reasonably  good  ones,  if  people  really 
prepare  to  grow  them  well,  then  they  will  even  do  better  than  in  good  soil,  with 
very  little  fertilizer  being  used.  I  found  this  out  by  how  I  grew  them  and  how 
convention  gardens  grew  them  by  using  a  lot  of  fertilizer. 

Richard  Morgan,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas:  I  think  for  each  area  there  is  a  best 
time  to  plant  Louisiana  irises.  For  Little  Rock  that  time  is  September  15  to 
October  31 .  Planted  later,  they  will  not  get  enough  growth  to  do  well.  Some  like 
to  plant  in  the  spring.  I  bought  some  from  Arny  two  years  ago  in  May.  Of  6 
plants  three  have  bloomed.  Two  have  not  increased;  two  are  decreasing. 
CHARJOY’S  JAN  is  the  only  one  making  a  good  showing.  Will  I  in  the  future 
plant  other  than  our  proper  time?  Yes.  I  don’t  think  a  Louisiana  iris  lover  will 
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turn  down  an  iris  even  if  there  is  snow  on  the  ground.  I  think  we  would  prefer 
the  proper  time  for  our  area. 

Since  the  loss  of  such  a  great  amount  of  baby  seedlings  this  winter,  I  plan  to 
build  a  cold  frame.  I  think  it  is  the  ice  in  the  pots  that  kills  them. 

Jerry  Knesel,  Quartz  Hill,  California:  I  ordered  10  Louisianas  from  another 
party.  These  I  planted  in  containers  and  placed  them  in  my  1 8'  pond;  they  are 
ail  doing  fine.  I  have  placed  them  around  the  edge,  which  has  a  border  of 
waterlilies.  The  irises  will  grow/  through  the  waterlilies  and  should  make  an 


The  pool  beds  are  w/orking  out  as  planned.  They  hold  the  moisture.  I  flood 
them  once  a  week.  The  first  time  I  let  the  water  run  and  when  I  got  back,  there 
was  about  a  four-inch  covering  of  water  above  the  soil.  I  thought  I  had  made  a 
mess  of  things  by  not  getting  back  in  time,  but  before  the  hour  was  over,  all  of 
the  water  had  soaked  down  and  left  me  with  a  nice  moist  bed.  I  have  all  of  my 
seedlings  planted  in  this  bed,  and  they  are  all  doing  fine.  They  were  all 
transplanted  from  the  glass  house  where  they  had  been  growing  all  winter,  so 
I  figure  I  have  about  yearling  plants  to  start  with. 

The  ponds  I  am  using  are  well  seasoned,  having  been  used  as  fish 
breeding  ponds  for  a  number  of  years.  I  plan  to  just  keep  the  soil  moist  at  all 
times.  I  could  keep  them  under  water,  but  did  not  think  this  wise,  as  the  soil 
could  sour  with  so  much  organic  material  in  the  compost.  By  letting  it  aerate 
between  waterings  I  should  not  have  any  trouble. 

Richard  C.  Richards,  Corona,  California:  I  got  into  growing  the  Louisianas 
quite  by  chance.  A  visit  to  Joe  Ghio’s  garden  one  November  resulted  in  Joe’s 
giving  me  a  number  of  clones,  including  EOLIAN  and  ILA  NUNN.  He  had 
been  resetting  the  Louisianas  when  I  arrived,  so  he  shared  what  was  out  of  the 
ground.  I  took  them  home  which  at  that  time  was  4000  feet  up  in  the  San 
Gabriel  Mountains  on  the  side  of  a  hill  with  soil  of  decomposed  granite.  The 
drainage  was  marvelous,  to  say  the  least.  The  Louisianas  bloomed  that 
spring,  and  then  hung  on  for  dear  life  the  next  few  years.  They  couldn’t  get 
enough  moisture  nor  enough  food.  During  the  next  few  years  the  garden  was 
neglected.  When  I  moved,  I  eventually  settled  in  Corona,  40  miles  from  the 
coast,  with  a  very  hot,  interior  climate.  The  region  is  very  much  like  the  desert, 
hot  and  dry.  I  moved  the  Louisianas  down  here  one  autumn,  and  the  next 
spring  they  rewarded  me  with  a  grand  show  of  outrageously  beautiful  flowers. 
I’ve  been  hooked  on  them  ever  since. 

My  method  here  for  growing  them  is  as  follows.  The  soil  is  a  medium  clay.  I 
dig  in  soil  sulphur,  about  a  pound  per  100  square  feet,  and  add  large 
quantities  of  redwood  mulch,  a  planting  mix  we  can  get  around  here  consist¬ 
ing  of  finely  ground  redwood  shavings.  It  tends  to  be  quite  acid.  I  also 
incorporate  about  two  pounds  of  commercial  azalea  or  camellia  food.  Then  I 
keep  them  moist  most  of  the  time,  in  fact,  unless  it  is  raining,  I  tend  to  flood  the 
beds  every  two  or  three  days  all  year  round.  The  temperature  reaches  90  or 
higher  every  day  most  of  the  summer  (June  to  October),  and  we  rarely  have 
frost  here.  We  have  1 0  to  20  inches  of  rain  a  year,  falling  in  December  through 
April.  I  don’t  know  if  all  of  what  I  do  is  necessary,  but  the  plants  seem  to  thrive 
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and  bloom  vigorously.  They  get  sun  from  midmorning  until  late  afternoon.  I 
mulch  with  medium  grade  bark,  and  the  beds  are  usually  thick  with  johnny- 
jump-ups,  which  I  love  and  cannot  get  rid  of.  I  pull  them  out  periodically,  but 
new  ones  grow  in  their  place,  so  there  is  a  living  mulch  during  the  really  hot 
times  of  the  year.  During  the  winter  I  can  keep  the  beds  fairly  clean,  but  not 
during  the  late  spring  and  summer. 

I  read  your  saga  of  the  verbena  moth  larvae.  We  have  the  problem  around 
here  occasionally,  although  I  seem  to  have  less  of  a  problem  than  other 
people.  A  trick  I  learned  from  George  Stambach,  a  PCN  breeder,  is  to  put  an 
especially  valuable  seed  pod,  as  it  is  forming,  in  a  small  paper  bag,  tie  the 
end  of  the  bag  tightly  to  the  stem,  and  leave  it  on  the  plant.  George’s  garden  in 
late  spring  and  early  summer  looked  like  he  was  growing  a  crop  of  paper 
bags.  George  would  open  the  bag  every  few  days  to  check  the  progress  of 
the  seed  development.  He  claimed  the  paper  bag  would  pass  air  through, 
whereas  plastic  would  not,  so  he  never  used  plastic.  He  also  said  that  if  the 
pod  opened  unexpectedly,  the  bag  would  save  the  seeds.  I’ve  done  it  once  or 
twice  with  especially  valuable  crosses,  and  it  has  worked  for  me. 

Richard  Morgan,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas:  On  the  verbena  moth  problem: 
paper  bags  would  get  wet  and  come  apart  in  Little  Rock.  We  have  lots  of  rain 
until  July  4. 1  hope  to  start  a  pod  spray  program  next  year.  It’s  a  problem  when 
it  rains  a  lot  while  the  pods  are  small  -  they  rot.  That’s  why  I  strip  all  foliage  and 
the  bract  away.  I  figure  if  a  pod  is  worth  making,  it’s  worth  caring  for. 

The  seedlings  are  germinating  in  most  pots.  The  surprise  is  in  last  year’s 
pots.  I  must  have  at  least  1 50  seedlings  up  in  these  pots.  I  keep  my  seed  pots 
at  least  two  years.  Sometimes  no  seed  come  up  until  the  second  years. 

Robert  Ward,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas:  As  to  polyploidy  caused  by  colchicine, 
it  can  be  said  that  it  doubles  the  gamo-cells  of  tissue.  Colchicine  affects  the 
anaphase  in  cell  division,  at  which  time  a  doubling  takes  place.  So  polyploidy 
is  always  a  doubling  of  gametes  plus  satellite  chromosomes  sometimes 
appearing.  Phenotypically,  the  plant  will  show  thicker  leaves,  darker  color 
sometimes  in  flower  and  with  thick  substance  in  all  parts.  Everything  is 
increased  in  size.  However,  a  dwarf  plant  will  still  be  a  dwarf,  larger  only  in  its 
parts.  Colchicine  doesn’t  affect  color  of  flower;  in  other  words,  colchicine  has 
no  effect  on  colors. 

This  was  the  year  for  me  to  be  crowned  with  success  in  colchicine  research 
work  on  several  irises.  Some  of  this  goes  back  to  1976-77  when  Acer  pal- 
matum,  bamboo,  Hosta,  and  daylilies  were  treated  with  different  solutions  of 
the  chemical.  There  are  measures  of  success  and  a  goodly  number  of  failures 
in  Iris  species,  to  wit:  versicolor,  virginica,  setosa,  feotidissima,  tenax,  doug- 
lasiana,  ensatae,  pseudacorus,  lactea,  sibirica,  cristata,  tectorum ,  and 
pumila. 

In  Bulletin  4,  no.  2  (spring-summer)  1 982  it  was  discussed  briefly  about  the 
effects  of  colchicine  on  I.  fulva  along  with  several  other  irises.  All  of  these 
experiments  have  proven  successful.  The  I.  fulva  seedlings  have  put  on 
several  fans  per  rhizome,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  them  and  have  a 
chromosome  count  done  at  University  of  Arkansas  at  Little  Rock  by  a  genet¬ 
icist.  A  comparison  will  be  made  with  I.  nelsonii.  There  is  always  interest  in 
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new  methods  for  inducing  polyploidy,  and  from  a  test  of  several  bamboos 
soaked  for  a  week,  success  was  granted  to  me  after  trying  several  of  the  old 
methods.  In  working  with  a  cross  between  Acadian  x  I.  hexagona  with  a  pin 
striped  single  collected  at  Lake  Catahoula  and  several  foliosa  types,  the 
seeds  were  soaked  for  one  week  and  the  results  were  startling.  Each  seedling 
has  massive  root  systems.  After  soaking  in  water  for  one  week,  the  seeds  had 
a  portion  of  the  seed  coat  removed  to  allow  the  chemical  to  penetrate  the 
membrane.  The  seeds  were  placed  in  a  jar  for  one  week  in  a  solution  of 
0.001%  of  the  chemical.  These  seeds  are  now  about  nine  inches  high  and 
show  the  effects  of  colchicine.  The  foliosa  X  fulva  tests  which  bloomed  have 
proven  to  be  true  tetras.  There  are  six  foliosa  that  were  chosen;  the  rest  were 
cast  into  the  flames.  It  seems  that  foliosa  is  dominant  over  fulva.  But  in  foliosa 
X  hexagona,  almost  all  the  seedlings  look  like  hexagona  with  upright  stalks; 
this  is  good  for  the  F-2  generations.  Over  90%  of  my  hybridizing  programs 
have  fioliosa  genes  in  them  for  hardiness. 


Judges’  Training  in  January 

Judges’  Training  Committee 

January  is  a  month  when  little  activity  takes  place  in  the  garden  in  most 
parts  of  the  country,  but  it  is  one  of  the  busiest  months  in  the  judges’  training 
program.  Much  can  be  done  at  this  time  to  eliminate  potential  problems.  What 
is  done  by  the  RVP  and  the  Regional  Judges’  Training  Chairman  during  this 
month  pays  off  in  dividends  later  in  the  year. 

This  is  the  time  to  mail  judges’  cards,  but  more  important  are  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  this  gives  to  the  RVP  to  communicate  with  the  judges.  Communica¬ 
tion  is  the  key  to  success.  Here  are  some  things  the  judges  should  know 
during  January. 

Any  judge  who  did  not  vote  the  Official  Ballot,  or  one  whose  ballot  was  too 
late  for  him  to  have  been  counted  as  voting,  should  be  notified  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  casting  a  timely  ballot  for  this  year.  Failure  to  do  so  will  result  in  his 
deletion  from  the  judges’  roster.  An  RVP  who  fails  to  provide  this  information  is 
leaving  himself  open  to  criticism,  especially  since  this  is  the  only  notice  the 
judge  will  receive  concerning  his  need  to  vote  a  timely  ballot.  A  judge  who  has 
been  notified  is  then  expected  to  make  sure  his  next  ballot  is  voted  and 
mailed  well  in  advance  of  the  deadline. 

A  judge  who  uses  the  excuse  that  he  didn’t  receive  a  ballot  should  remem¬ 
ber  that  if  a  ballot  is  not  received  by  May  1,  it  is  his  duty  to  notify  the  AIS 
Judges’  Training  Chairman  or  the  AIS  Awards  Chairman.  It  is  his  responsibility 
to  vote,  and  it  is  his  responsibility  to  be  aware  of  whether  he  did  or  did  not 
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receive  a  ballot.  Waiting  until  the  last  minute  is  never  a  good  idea.  So,  watch 
for  the  arrival  of  the  ballot  and  put  it  somewhere  safe  so  that  it  is  not  discarded. 
Keeping  it  with  the  Judge’s  Handbook  is  a  good  idea. 

Judges  who  are  in  need  of  training  to  fulfill  the  AIS  requirement  should  be 
told  NOW.  This  provides  ample  time  for  these  people  to  attend  schools  before 
the  next  deadline  (July  31).  Any  judge  who  receives  a  reminder  of  needed 
training  and  makes  no  effort  to  correct  the  situation  has  no  grounds  for 
complaint  if  his  judgeship  is  terminated.  All  accredited  garden  judges  are 
required  to  have  five  hours  of  training  during  each  three  year  period,  and  this 
includes  one  AIS  approved  judging  school.  The  three-year  period  begins  on 
August  1.  An  example  of  the  time  involved  would  be  the  accepted  training 
period  for  appointments  of  judges  for  the  calendar  year  1 989.  To  have  fulfilled 
his  requirements,  a  judge  must  have  the  required  hours  during  the  period 
from  August  1 ,  1 986,  to  July  31 ,  1 988. 

The  RVP  should  review  the  requirements  for  student  judges,  apprentices, 
and  garden  judges.  Rules  vary  from  class  to  class,  and  the  RVP  must  be  able 
to  guide  the  judges  toward  fulfilling  the  requirements.  It  is  his  duty  to  make 
sure  tests  are  given  when  needed  so  that  students  and  apprentices  can 
receive  credit  for  schools  attended.  Apprentice  requirements  cannot  be 
completed  until  the  name  of  the  person  involved  appears  in  the  AIS  Bulletin 
as  an  apprentice  judge.  One  who  is  a  “student”  cannot  get  credit  for  the 
required  garden  and  show  tutoring  until  he  is  an  apprentice.  He  should  not  be 
assigned,  nor  allowed,  to  accompany  a  show  judging  panel. 

Some  regions  have  too  many  apprentices,  meaning  they  have  exceeded 
their  “apprentice  capacity.”  This  means  that  the  region  does  not  have  enough 
shows  for  all  the  apprentices  to  receive  the  needed  training.  RVPs  should  be 
very  careful  not  to  allow  this  to  happen.  It  would  be  better  to  have  students 
wait  until  the  time  comes  that  they  can  receive  the  needed  training  within  the 
three  years  allotted.  RVPs  must  check  the  roster  of  apprentices  and  work  with 
show  committees  and  the  apprentices  to  see  that  those  who  have  been  in  the 
program  the  longest  period  of  time  have  the  opportunity  to  finish  requirements 
before  they  have  to  be  dropped  for  failure  to  do  so.  Since  only  one  apprentice 
can  accompany  any  panel  of  judges,  RVPs  should  carefully  monitor  the 
number  of  opportunities  available  to  apprentices  and  not  exceed  the  region’s 
“apprentice  capacity”  when  making  appointments.  Student  judges  should 
be  aware  that  it  is  better  to  wait  a  year  or  two  rather  than  to  rush  into  the 
program  and  not  be  able  to  finish  the  training  in  the  allotted  time.  When  this 
happens,  the  apprentice  must  then  wait  three  more  years  before  being 
reappointed. 

The  RVP  should  be  sure  that  schools  are  scheduled  within  the  region  to 
help  judges  meet  the  AIS  requirements.  Region  schools  should  provide 
sufficient  hours  so  that  judges  do  not  have  to  search  for  opportunities  to 
attend  a  session.  If  plans  include  an  out-of-region  instructor,  three  to  five 
hours  of  training  should  be  available.  If  the  region  is  going  to  pay  for  an 
instructor  and  expect  judges  to  attend  the  school,  it  should  be  a  school  which 
will  meet  the  needs  of  the  regional  judges.  Most  speakers  do  not  mind  giving 
schools  of  this  duration.  For  most,  it  is  just  as  easy  to  give  a  five-hour  school  as 
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it  is  to  give  one  for  two  hours.  In  many  cases,  judges  have  to  travel  long 
distances  to  attend  a  school,  and  when  this  is  the  case,  they  should  not  be 
expected  to  make  these  long  trips  several  times  each  year  just  because  the 
schools  offered  are  too  short.  Schools  are  open  to  anyone,  of  course. 

Judges  and  regional  officials  should  work  together  to  see  that  business 
meetings  do  not  overlap  into  the  time  which  has  been  scheduled  for  the 
judge’s  training.  Conduct  the  business  of  the  region  during  a  time  when  it 
does  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  judges  to  fulfill  their  requirements.  If  plans 
call  for  a  local  person  to  conduct  a  portion  of  the  judging  school  and  an  out-of¬ 
region  person  to  conduct  another  portion,  please  be  courteous  enough  to 
allow  the  guest  full  time. 

Judges  of  all  classes  should  attend  schools.  When  one  continues  to  judge 
in  the  garden  and  on  the  show  bench,  it  should  be  his  goal  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  latest  in  judging  rules.  Any  judge  who  is  not  willing  to  continue  his  training 
should  not  wonder  why  he  does  not  receive  invitations  to  judge  shows.  All 
judges  should  also  own  a  copy  of  the  latest  Handbook  for  Judges.  Master  and 
Emeritus  judges  who  are  still  active  in  judging  should  attend  schools  and  own 
a  copy  of  the  latest  Handbook. 

The  RVP  should  encourage  visits  to  the  gardens  of  hybridizers  and  to  those 
gardens  which  feature  many  of  the  varieties  which  will  appear  on  the  AIS 
Awards  Ballot.  Garden  tours  are  excellent,  but  they  usually  last  only  one  or  two 
days,  and  this  is  certainly  not  enough  time  for  a  thorough  evaluation  of  the 
irises  seen  in  those  gardens. 

Each  August  1 ,  the  RVP  must  prepare  the  recommendations  for  the  judges 
in  his  region  for  the  next  year.  This  report  must  reach  the  AIS  Judges’  Training 
Chairman  by  September  1.  To  facilitate  this  rule,  the  region  must  mail  an 
activity  report  to  all  judges.  These  activity  reports  must  be  returned  by 
apprentices  and  accredited  garden  judges.  If  a  judge  in  one  of  these  classes 
does  not  return  the  report,  he  should  receive  one  reminder.  If  no  response  is 
forthcoming  after  this,  the  RVP  should  probably  delete  the  judge  from  his 
recommendations  for  the  next  year.  Judges  should  be  prepared  to  answer  the 
questions  on  the  activity  report.  To  help  remember  the  judging  schools 
attended,  the  judge  should  add  a  page  to  the  back  of  his  Handbook  for 
Judges.  Each  time  he  attends  a  school,  the  date,  location,  and  instructor  of 
that  school  is  recorded  on  this  page.  When  it  is  time  to  fill  out  the  activity 
report,  it  becomes  an  easy  matter  to  determine  the  number  of  hours  of 
training  received  during  the  reporting  period. 

If  an  RVP  does  not  notify  the  judges  of  the  training  they  may  need  or  provide 
information  on  whether  the  ballot  was  recorded  as  “on  time,”  the  judge  should 
make  it  his  responsibility  to  find  out  what  his  status  is. 

The  RVP  and  the  judges  of  the  region  should  work  together  to  see  that 
schools  are  scheduled  each  year  within  the  region.  This  is  a  good  time  to 
determine  which  area  of  the  region  has  the  most  judges  in  need  of  training. 
The  RVP  should  then  contact  someone  in  that  area  and  discuss  the  possibility 
of  holding  a  judges’  training  session  there.  It  isn’t  difficult  to  schedule  a 
school.  All  that  is  needed  is  an  instructor  and  a  meeting  place. 

January  is  a  good  time  to  read  the  Handbook  for  Judges.  It  is  also  a  good 
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time  to  take  that  new  calendar  and  mark  the  important  dates  for  the  year. 
Among  these  would  be  the  return  of  the  activity  report  by  August  1 .  That’s  also 
the  last  date  on  which  credit  for  training  will  count  toward  reappointment  for 
next  year.  RVPs  should  mark  their  calendars  with  the  dates  of  July  1  for 
mailing  the  activity  report,  August  1  for  final  receipt  of  all  these  reports,  and 
September  1  as  the  deadline  for  having  the  recommendations  to  the  AIS 
Chairman  of  Judges  and  Judges’  Training.  Iris  growers  take  precautions  to 
eliminate  weeds,  to  cut  down  on  the  chance  of  disease,  and  plan  ahead  to 
shows  and  conventions.  Why  not  take  the  same  approach  to  the  judging 
activities.  Plan  ahead!  January  is  the  best  time  to  start! 


AIS  JUDGES— 1989 

The  letter  preceding  the  judge’s  name  designates  the  type  of  judge: 

(A) — Apprentice;  (G) — Fully  Accredited;  (M) — Master;  and  (E) — Emeritus. 
An  asterisk  (*)  denotes  the  region’s  RVP 

REGION  1 


A  Ronald  Burnham 
G  Lucy  G.  Burton 
G  John  H.  Burton  II 
G  Chandler  Fulton 
G  Elaine  Fulton 
M  Frederick  W.  Gadd 
M  Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Gadd 
M  John  E.  Goett 
G  Connie  M.  Hall 
G  Dr.  Warren  Hazelton 
A  Mrs.  Warren  Hazelton 
G  Violet  Junas 
G  Walter  Kotyk 
G  Phylis  A.  Malec 
E  Dr.  Currier  McEwen 
M  Bernard  W.  McLaughlin 
G  Alan  D.  McWhirter 
G  Mrs.  Orrin  E.  Merrill 
M  Marilyn  R.  Noyes 
Mollicone 

M  Russell  B.  Moors 
G  Mrs.  Russell  B.  Moors 
G  Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Pope  Jr. 
G  Mrs.  Keith  Roberts 
M  Clayton  H.  Sacks 
G  Mrs.  David  Schmieder 
G  Marian  H.  Schmuhl 


M  Carl  G.  Schulz 
M  Mrs.  Carl  G.  Schulz 
G  Robert  Sobek 
M  Mrs.  Charles  I. 

Stephenson 
G  Shirley  A.  Varmette 
M  Kenneth  M.  Waite 
M*  Mrs.  Kenneth  M.  Waite 
E  Mrs.  F.  W.  Warburton 
M  James  R.  Welch 
G  Edward  W.  White 
A  John  W.  White 
G  Peter  J.  Young 

REGION  2 

A  David  Baehre 
G*  James  G.  Burke 
G  Mrs.  James  G.  Burke 
M  Dr.  Irwin  A.  Conroe 
M  Albert  F.  DeGroat 
M  Mary  P.  Engel 
G  Maria  Gerbracht 
A  Bert  Greene 
M  James  Gristwood 
M  Mrs.  James  Gristwood 
A  Mrs.  Leonard  Guest 
M  Jane  Hall 


G  Carl  M.  O’Shea 
E  William  H.  Peck 
G  Frances  M.  Regan 
G  Wendy  K.  Roller 
M  Robert  H.  Savage 
M  Helen  H.  Savage 
G  G.  M.  Schifferli 
G  Mrs.  Granger  S.  Smith 
G  Dr.  Edward  L.  Valentine 
M  George  P.  Watts 
G  Mrs.  Philip  Winter 
M  Alfred  T.  Wirz 
G  Dorothy  Yoerg 

REGION  3 

E  John  A.  Bartholomew 
G  Walter  C.  Betzold 
M  Mrs.  William  E.  Chambers 
M  W.  H.  Clough 
G  George  W.  Gerhardt 
G  Harold  L.  Griffie 
M  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Hankins 
E  William  T.  Hirsch 
M*  Sterling  U.  Innerst 
M  Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 
M  Mrs.  R.  P.  Kegerise 
G  Mrs.  R.  Kerchmar 
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R  John  C.  Lyster 
G  Ellwood  Maltman 
G  Dorothea  M.  Marquart 
A  Mrs.  Joseph  McAndrew 
M  Mrs.  Stephan  Molchan 
G  O.  M.  Qtte 
G  Irene  Otte 
M  Paul  R.  Smith 
M  Mrs.  Guy  E.  Stevens 
M  Ophelia  F.  Straw 
G  Elizabeth  Unruh 
G  Larry  Westfall 

REGION  4 

G  Alice  Bouldin 
M  B.  J.  Brown 
M  Mrs.  B.  J.  Brown 
A  Mrs.  David  Cline 
G  Mrs.  Keith  K.  Cooper 
M  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Cox 
G  Geraldine  S.  Davis 
G  Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Dufresne 
M  E.  Roy  Epperson 
M  Mrs.  Miles  P.  Farrar 
M  Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge 
A  Ruth  Filsinger 
G  Glenn  Grigg  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  Glenn  Grigg  Jr. 

M  Charles  L.  Hare 
M  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Hare 
M  Maynard  E.  Harp 
M  Mrs.  Maynard  E.  Harp 
G  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hazzard 
M  Paul  L.  Hoffmeister 
G  Walter  Hoover 
G  Mrs.  Paul  D.  Kabler 
G  Mrs.  Troy  Karriker 
A  Victor  Layman 
G  Brian  Lazarus 
G  M.  B.  Lowe 
G  Mrs.  M.  B.  Lowe 
G  Clarence  E.  Mahan 
A  Freda  S.  Martin 
G  Tamara  S.  McBride 
M  Mrs.  Fred  M.  Miller 
M  Dr.  Joseph  B.  Parker  Jr. 
A  Alverne  S.  Perry 
G  Polly  K.  Price 
A  J.  Owings  Rebert 
A  Mrs.  J.  Owings  Rebert 
G  Dr.  A.  W.  Rice 
M  Mrs.  A.  W.  Rice 
G  Richard  Sparling 
G  James  D.  Stadler 
G  Mrs.  Richard  D.  Steele 
M  F.  G.  Stephenson 
G  Mrs.  James  H.  Trent 
G  Ruth  E.  Walker 
G  David  G.  Walsh 
G  Mrs.  Andrew  C.  Warner 
M  Dennis  A.  Wilkie 
M*  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 


REGION  5 

A  Alma  P  Burgamy 
M  Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 
M  Mrs.  C.  C.  Chapman 
A  Ellis  J.  Dickens 
M  James  H.  Duren 
G*  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines 
A  T.  M.  Godwin 
A  Gwen  Godwin 
M  Mrs.  John  S.  Harley 
A  Carolyn  R.  Hawkins 
G  Nina  R.  Hawkins 
A  T.  L.  Hicks 
A  Mrs.  T.  L.  Hicks 
A  Travis  L.  Hicks 
A  Mrs.  Arvid  Honkanen 
A  Sara  T.  Hood 
G  Cassie  E.  James 
G  James  L.  Jeff  coat 
G  Peggy  B.  Jeffcoat 
A  Andrea  M.  Johnson 
M  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Johnson 
A  Mrs.  Tommy  R.  Johnson 
G  Shirley  Kelley 
A  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kirby 
G  Rev.  Everette  L.  Lineberger 
M  Mrs.  B.  F.  Martin 
M  David  Mohr 
G  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Paquet 
M  Mrs.  Donald  W.  Parham 
M  Jean  Quick 
M  M.  B.  Satterfield 
A  Wayne  Smith  Jr. 

A  Mrs.  Wayne  Smith  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  R.  G.  Stockton 
M  Kenneth  W.  Stone 
G  Robert  L.  Terpening 
G  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Terpening 
M  Harry  Turner 
G  Joe  Scott  Watson 
M  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilder 
A  Fredericka  R.  Wilson 
G  John  W.  Wood 
G  C.  E.  Yearwood 

REGION  6 

E  Bennett  S.  Azer 
M  Mrs.  Carl  R.  Bacon 
G  Robert  A.  Bauer 
G  Otho  Boone 
G  Mrs.  Otho  Boone 
M  Olive  M.  Bowman 
G  Russell  Bruno 
G  Mrs.  Russell  Bruno 
G  Ruby  A.  Clark 
G  John  A.  Coble 
M  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Cooper 
M  James  Copeland 
M  Mrs.  James  Copeland 
G  Sue  Copeland 
G  Arthur  B.  Cronin 
G  Mrs.  Albert  DeHaan 
M  Lee  Eberhardt 
G  Richard  B.  Ferris 


M  Mrs.  Albert  Fillmore 
G  James  J.  Foreman 
G  Frank  Grodick 
G  Earl  E.  Hall 
M  Bernard  E.  Hobbs 
M  Mrs.  Bernard  E.  Hobbs 
A  Dr.  Robert  M.  Hollingworth 
G  Wilford  James 
A  Rae  J.  Johnson 
M  Dr.  Frederick  J.  Knocke 
A  Carl  Leisure 
M  Robert  A.  Mallory 
A  Virginia  Maynard 
M  Roger  Miller 
G  Lynda  Miller 
G  Mrs.  Ronald  F.  Miller 
A  Kathy  J.  Moore 
G  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Moore 
G  Paul  Morgan 
G*  Carol  Morgan 
G  Marlyn  N.  O.  Nelson 
G  Jack  E.  Norrick 
G  Mrs.  Jack  E.  Norrick 
M  C.  D.  Overholser 
M  Mrs.  C.  D.  Overholser 
G  Mrs.  M.  D.  Padrick 
M  Mrs.  Z.  R.  Prentiss 
M  Mrs.  D.  Olen  Rawdon 
M  Pauline  Reindl 
G  Mrs.  William  T.  Rhodes 
M  John  D.  Rusk  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  Harold  Slessman 
M  Dr.  Raymond  G.  Smith 
M  Mrs.  C.  E.  Soules 
E  Dr.  Harold  L.  Stahly 
G  Mrs.  Robert  Stallcop 
G  Marjorie  Starkey 
M  Fred  L.  Taylor 
M  Raymond  Thomas 
M  Eugene  D.  Tremmel 
G  Joan  H.  Verwilst 
G  Leland  M.  Welsh 
M  Anthony  Willott 
M  Mrs.  Anthony  Willott 
G  Doris  Winton 
A  Deborah  Zook 

REGION  7 

G  Rodney  A.  Adams 
A  Sue  Ann  Barnes 
G  James  M.  Bingham 
G  Mrs.  Charles  Bless 
M  Mrs.  Stanley  Boren 
G  Eleanor  M.  Boyson 
M  Franklin  P.  Brewer 
G  Mrs.  Edward  T.  Browne  Jr. 
G  James  R.  Browne 
G  Larry  R.  Browning 
G  Mrs.  Larry  R.  Browning 
G*  J.  L.  Christopher 
A  Catherine  Church 
G  J.  R.  Collins 
G  Mrs.  J.  R.  Collins 
G  Robert  H.  Cosby  Jr. 
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M  Mrs.  Kearney  Crick 
G  Albert  C.  Dierckes 
G  Mrs.  Albert  C.  Dierckes 
M  Dr.  Frank  B.  Galyon 
G  Sue  M.  Garrett 
A  Jerry  D.  Gifford 
M  Mrs.  Edgar  Green 
G  Mrs.  Lawrence  E.  Hall 
M  Lois  Hill 
M  Doyle  B.  Inman 
G  Mrs.  Lee  A.  Irwin 
G  Frances  Jenkins 
M  Glenna  Johnson 
M  Lucy  Carrington  Jones 
G  Mrs.  Donald  R.  King 
G  Thelma  Lamb 
M  Mrs.  M.  A.  Luna 
G  Mrs.  Luther  B.  Martin 
G  James  R.  McMahon 
G  Dr.  Doris  Middleton 
G  Alice  Middleton 
M  Raymond  N.  Miller 
E  Mrs.  Raymond  N.  Miller 
M  Dr.  Hubert  C.  Mohr 
A  Bertha  M.  Orr 
G  Jerry  Phillips 
G  Mrs.  Jerry  Phillips 
G  Gary  D.  Sides 
M  George  D.  Slade 
G  Mrs.  George  D.  Slade 
G  Willa  Swack 
M  Mrs.  Frank  Tyree 
G  Maynard  D.  VanHorn 
G  Mrs.  Maynard  D.  VanHorn 
G  William  W.  Vines 
E  Adolph  J.  Vogt 
M  Robert  C.  Walsh 
M  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Walsh 
M  Mrs.  W.  C.  Wilder 
G  Mrs.  L.  B.  Williams 
M  Phillip  A.  Williams 
G  Mrs.  Elmer  Winfree 

REGION  8 

M  Mrs.  Peter  Baukus 
M  Melvin  Bausch 
M  Mrs.  Melvin  Bausch 
M  A.  G.  Blodgett 
M  Mrs.  A.  G.  Blodgett 
A  Janice  M.  Broich 
G  Howard  Brookins 
G  Ainie  H.  Busse 
M  Walter  Carlock 
G  Carolee  Clay 
G  Joan  Cooper 
G  Mrs.  R.  W.  Dalgaard 
M  Mrs.  Leroy  Duvall 
G  Dr.  Norman  Frisch 
G  Mrs.  Duwayne  Giefer 
M  Zula  A.  Hanson 
G  Mrs.  David  Hempel 
M  Frederick  C.  Jahnke 
M  Royal  O.  Johnson 
G  Evelyn  D.  Johnson 
A  Edwin  W.  Kelsey 


G*  Dr.  Donald  Koza 
M  Alice  Foss  Kronebusch 
A  Sandra  J.  Lemmer 
M  W.  A.  Machulak 
M  Mrs.  W.  A.  Machulak 
M  Mrs.  D.  C.  Messer 
M  Lavone  R.  Ney 
G  Gene  Nordquist 
M  Clarence  H.  Protzmann 
G  David  E.  Shannon 
E  Wilbert  G.  Sindt 
G  Mrs.  Wilbert  G.  Sindt 
M  Mildred  Stover 
M  Julius  Wadekamper 
A  Jack  Worel 

REGION  9 

G  Donovan  Albers 
G  Margaret  G.  Bensen 
M  Marilyn  Redenbo  Beyes 
M  Fred  E.  Bond 
G  Francis  Brenner 
M  Harley  E.  Briscoe 
G  Brian  J.  Clough 
G  Orville  Dickhaut 
G  Mrs.  Orville  Dickhaut 
M  Mary  E.  Drake 
M  Mrs.  Paul  E.  Dunbar 
M  Marge  Hagberg 
M  Ethel  A.  Hollingsworth 
M  G.  E.  Hubbard 
M  Karl  F.  Jensen 
M  Mrs.  Karl  F.  Jensen 
G  Delores  M.  Kassly 
G  Rita  Kinsella 
G  Susan  Kinsella 
G  John  R.  Knaus 
G  Julia  Kupstis 
G  George  S.  Poole 
M  Nathan  H.  Rudolph 
M  Marvin  A.  Shoup 
G  C.  J.  Simon 
G  Mrs.  C.  J.  Simon 
G  Cathy  Simon 
G  Nancy  Simon 
G  Florence  E.  Stout 
M  John  M.  Thompson 
M  D.  Steve  Varner 
G  Jerry  Wilhoit 
G*  Melody  Wilhoit 
G  Dr.  V.  L.  Winkler 

REGION  10 

M  Aline  Arceneaux 
E  C.  W.  Arny  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  C.  W.  Arny  Jr. 

E  Mrs.  Walter  Colquitt 
G  Mrs.  James  J.  Deegan 
G  Albert  W.  Ernst 
G  Charles  J.  Fritchie 
M  Marvin  A.  Granger 
M  Mrs.  Erwin  Jordan 
M  Dr.  Bernard  H.  McSparrin 
M  Joseph  K.  Mertzweiller 
M  Mrs.  Ira  S.  Nelson 


G  Ed  Ostheimer 
M*  Mrs.  Ed  Ostheimer 
G  Mrs.  Hubert  Rena 

REGION  11 

M  Eileen  Allison 
G  Ken  Baier 
G*  Rose  Mary  Baier 
G  Donna  Bowers 
G  Jerry  C.  Bowers 
M  Donald  Chadd 
G  Ronald  A.  Dunn 
G  R.  W.  Gray 
G  Mrs.  R.  W.  Gray 
G  Bonnie  Hagen 
M  Robert  L.  Jensen 
M  Mrs.  Alfred  Kramer 
M  Mrs.  Lowell  A.  Storm 
A  Alverta  Symes 
A  Elinor  L.  Utech 
M  Mrs.  W.  R.  Walters 

REGION  12 

G  Hyram  L.  Ames 
G  D.  C.  Anderson 
M  Tony  Ballard 
M  Mrs.  Townley  Brian 
G  Randy  D.  Brown 
M  Mrs.  David  E.  Burton 
G  Mrs.  Willard  Done 
M  Charlotte  T.  Easter 
M  James  R.  Hamblen 
E  Mrs.  James  R.  Hamblen 
M  Mildred  Osguthorpe 
G  Suzanne  Parry 
G  Cathy  Reed 
A  Robert  W.  Reeder 
M  Gladys  N.  Reynolds 
G*  Paul  J.  Smith 
M  Herbert  J.  Spence 
M  Mrs.  Merlin  Tams 
G  Deray  Taylor 
A  Candy  Rene  Thomas 
M  Bion  Tolman 
G  Dr.  Alan  F.  Toronto 
M  Keith  H.  Wagstaff 
G  Jeffrey  L.  Walters 

REGION  13 

G  Thomas  Abrego 
G  Ellen  Abrego 
G  Patricia  Adams 
G  Terry  Aitken 
G*  Barbara  Aitken 
M  Foster  M.  Allen 
G  Sigrid  Asmus 
G  Irene  Blanch 
M  Donald  J.  Boen 
M  Jack  Boushay 
G  Dr.  Alan  D.  Brooks 
E  Mrs.  Tom  M.  Brown 
A  Paula  Budinger 
M  Eunice  Jean  Cass 
G  Vicki  Craig 
M  Merle  Daling 
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M  B,  Leroy  Davidson 
G  Mrs.  Joe  Del  Judge 
G  Joanne  Mentz  Derr 
G  Les  Fort 
G  K.  Fort 
G  Lyle  Fort 
G  Mrs.  lyte  Fort 
A  Debra  Gillespie 
M  Doris  Greenwood 
G  Eldon  J.  Hale 
G  Mrs.  Eldon  J.  Hale 
M  Paul  Harms 
G  Fran  Hawk 
G  Ruth  E.  Jackson 
E  Bennett  C.  Jones 
M  Evelyn  V.  Jones 
A  Mary  Judkins 
M  Dr.  Frederick  R.  Judy 
A  Charlotte  Keasey 
G  George  F.  Lankow 
M  Mrs.  George  F.  Lankow 
M  Evelyn  R.  Lemire 
G  Mrs.  Ted  Lind 
G  Delores  L.  Mailer 
M  Austin  Morgan 
G  Mrs.  William  E.  Moritz 
M  Roger  R.  Nelson 
G  Frank  H.  Nickell 
G  Warren  E.  Noyes 
G  Mrs.  Laurence  Olsen 
M  Mrs.  Herbert  M.  Parker 
M  Donald  L.  Peterson 
M  Fern  E.  Pilley 
M  Lorena  M.  Reid 
M  Gerald  L.  Richardson 
M  Jayne  Ritchie 
G  David  Schreiner 
G  Ray  Schreiner 
E  Robert  Schreiner 
G  Doris  E.  Shinn 
E  George  A.  Shoop 
G  Mrs.  George  A.  Shoop 
G  David  Silverberg 
M  Mrs.  S.  M.  Sisley 
M  Robert  F.  Smiley 
M  Mrs.  William  F.  Snell 
E  Mrs.  Glen  Suiter 
M  Chet  W.  Tompkins 
M  Mrs.  Lewis  Trout 
G  Lois  J.  Ward 
G  Elizabeth  A.  Wenburg 
E  Jean  G.  Witt 

REGION  14 
G  Mrs.  William  Anning 
M  Car!  H.  Boswell 
M  Mrs.  Carl  H.  Boswell 
M  Robert  Brown 
G  Stanley  Coates 
G  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Cochran 
M  Mrs.  Mark  Condo 
M  Glenn  F.  Corlew 
M  Mrs.  John  Coscarelly 
G  Larry  R.  Cowdery 
A  Walter  J.  Dean 


M  Sidney  P.  Dubose 
M  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Dunn 
G  Mrs.  Gustave  R.  Erickson 
G  Frank  J.  Foster 
A  Bessie  Garner 
A  John  Garner 
M  Joseph  A.  Gatty 
E  Larry  A.  Gauiter 
M  Mrs.  Larry  A.  Gauiter 
M  Joseph  J.  Ghio 
M  Jim  M.  Gibson 
E  Ben  R.  Hager 
M  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Haley 
G  Gigi  Hall 
G  Marilyn  R.  Harlow 
G  Mrs.  Eugene  A.  Harris 
G  Merry  L.  Hayeman 
M  Evelyn  Hayes 
M  Marilyn  Holloway 
G  Michael  O.  Howard 
G  Berkley  Hunt 
G  Barry  Ivens 
M  George  W.  Johnson 
E  Keith  Keppel 
G  Gladys  Kloberdanz 
M  Walter  F.  Luihn 
G  William  R.  Maryott 
A  Ed  Matheny  III 
G  Hal  Mattos 
M  Mrs.  Paul  Maxim 
G*  James  P.  McWhirter 
M  Duane  E.  Meek 
M  Joyce  Meek 
M  Mrs.  William  Messick 
G  Jean  Near 

M  Mrs.  R.  Nelson  Nicholson 
M  Roy  L.  Oliphant 
G  Capt.  M.  C.  Osborne 
G  Fred  C.  Parvin 
G  Robert  Primer 
G  Evodia  Primer 
M  Lucile  Ray 
E  Ruth  Rees 
G  Alan  D.  Robbins 
M  Mrs.  Arthur  L.  Romer 
E  W.  F.  Scott  Jr. 

A  George  Sutton 
A  Margaret  Sutton 
M  Mrs.  Sven  I.  Thoolen 
G  Mrs.  Arnold  S.  Todd 
G  Mrs.  W.  G.  Waters 
M  Dr.  John  Weiler 
M  Edith  P.  Wheeler 
A  Barbara  Whitely 
A  James  Whitely 
M  Bryce  Williamson 
M  Vernon  Wood 
G  Opal  Zug 

REGION  15 

E  Dr.  Ray  C.  Allen 
M  Polly  Anderson 
G  William  E.  Barr 
M  Mrs.  William  E.  Barr 
G  Irene  Benton 


G  C.  S.  Bostwick 
G  Robert  C.  Brooks 
M  Mrs.  Rex  P.  Brown 
G  Mary  Bruner 
M  Mrs.  Walter  Bunker 
M  Mrs.  N.  R.  Carrington 
M  Valera  V.  Chenoweth 
G  Richard  W.  Cherry 
G  Mrs.  Richard  W.  Cherry 
G  Janice  Chesnik 
A  Jay  Conklin 
M  Ralph  Conrad 
G  Mrs.  Ralph  Conrad 
A  Olen  Joe  Daugherty 
A  James  Day 
A  Vicki  Day 
M  Mrs.  Donald  Dopke 
M  Duncan  Eader 
A  Charlene  Errigo 
M  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Foster 
M  Mrs.  Harry  B.  Frey 
G  Howard  W.  Goodrick 
M  Ruth  Goodrick 
M  W.  J.  Gunther 
M  Mrs.  Bernard  Hamner 
M  Mrs.  William  D.  Hawkinson 
G  Dr.  Herbert  C.  Hoik 
G  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Hoik 
M  Charles  R.  Hopson 
M  Mary  N.  Hoskins 
M  Robert  P.  Hubley 
G  Debbie  Humphreys 
M  Genevieve  H.  Jasper 
M  Mildred  R.  Johnson 
G  James  H.  Jones 
A  Ray  Kary 
G  Ardi  Kary 
M  Eleanor  McCown 
G  Vern  McCroskey 
G  Peggy  McCroskey 
A  Lynn  Mcllwain 
G  Gary  Miller 
G  Mrs.  David  Mogil 
G  Kenneth  Mohr 
G  Dr.  Edward  Murray 
M  Mrs.  Paul  Newman 
E  Mrs.  Edward  Owen 
A  Jeanne  Clay  Plank 
A  Bill  Rinehart 
M  Beulah  Robinson 
M  Mark  Rogers 
G  D.  L.  Shepard 
G  Mrs.  D.  L.  Shepard 
A  Raymond  H.  Solomon 
A  Mrs.  Raymond  H.  Solomon 
M  Robert  O.  Sorensen 
G*  Ralph  Strane 
G  Caroline  Sutherland 
A  Richard  A.  Tasco 
M  Mrs.  J.  E.  Tearington 
M  Mrs.  J.  W.  Turner 
E  Marion  R.  Walker 
A  Jack  Weber 
A  Gayle  Westrate 
G  John  Wight 
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REGION  16 

G  Harold  R.  Crawford 
G  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Fenner 
M  Donald  V.  Fritshaw 
G  Verna  Laurin 
G  Daniel  P.  McMillen 
G  James  McMillen 
G*  John  McMillen 
G  Mrs.  John  McMillen 

REGION  17 

G  G.  Fair  Brice 
M  Mrs.  Lester  E.  Brooks 
M  Mrs.  Lawrence  Burt 
E  Marie  Caillet 
M  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Collier 
G  Billie  G.  Corbell 
M  Mrs.  Frank  Courtney 
M  Jim  D.  Coward 
G  W.  Francis  Craig 
M  Luella  Danielson 
M  Susie  Davis 
M  Mrs.  Martin  Dean 
G  Wanda  Gaines  Dow 
G  Mrs.  Curtis  B.  Evans 
M  Mrs.  Doyle  Gray 
G  Gordon  Green 
G  Hazel  M.  Haik 
M  Mrs.  Finley  Herrington 
G  Mrs.  Therell  J.  Hodges 
M*  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Howard 
G  Dr.  W.  Clyde  Ikins 
G  Ray  M.  John 
A  Jim  Keefe 
G  Sue  Keefe 
M  Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Keesee 
M  Mrs.  Harley  L.  King 
G  Peggy  Lamb 
M  Mrs.  W.  F.  Jack  Lawhorn 
M  W.  D.  Lee 
M  Mrs.  W.  M.  McGrath 
E  Mrs.  J.  Arthur  Nelson 
G  Mrs.  Roy  Nichols 
M  M.  W.  Norton  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  M.  W.  Norton  Jr. 

E  Mrs.  Stayton  Nunn 
A  Joella  R.  Olsen 
M  William  K.  Patton 
M  lea  Pierson 
M  Mrs.  W.  W.  Popejoy 
G  Mrs.  W.  B.  Powell 
G  Gomer  Reece 
M  Sam  Reece 
G  Col.  Garth  A.  Riddler 
M  Dorothy  M.  Riddler 
E  Mrs.  C.  C.  Rockwell  Jr. 

G  Patsy  L.  Rosen 
M  Capt.  Otis  R.  Skinner  Jr. 
M  Mrs.  Otis  R.  Skinner  Jr. 
M  Richard  J.  Sloan 
M  Frank  L.  Stephens 
A  Debra  Strauss 
M  Mrs.  A.  M.  Tallmon 
M  Mrs.  John  Wade 
M  Mrs.  N.  W.  Williams 


E  Leon  C.  Wolford 
M  Mrs.  Leon  C.  Wolford 

REGION  18 

G  Mrs.  L.  E.  Anderson 
M  Mrs.  August  Bellagamba 
M  Mrs.  George  A.  Bender 
M  Clifford  W.  Benson 
G  Patricia  Bitzer 
G  Vincent  Bitzer 
G  Chester  Blaylock 
G  Mrs.  Chester  Blaylock 
G  Roy  Bohrer 
G  Mrs.  Roy  Bohrer 
M  Mrs.  Leo  Boulanger 
G  Harry  J.  Boyd 
G  Mrs.  Harry  J.  Boyd 
M  W.  F.  Brown 
A  Faye  Carpenter 
A  Louie  Chestnut 
M  Mrs.  James  Lee  Chism 
M*  Mrs.  Meredith  E.  Christlieb 
A  Mrs.  Spencer  Delamater 
G  Donald  Delmez 
G  Delores  Denney 
G  Marie  C.  Dienstbach 
G  Ralph  H.  Dierkes 
G  Mrs.  Ralph  H.  Dierkes 
G  Mrs.  Edgar  Dies 
A  Susan  Wedel  Dodd 
G  Mrs.  Julius  Dutton 
G  Floyd  Dyer 
G  Larry  Ermey 
A  Buzz  Evans 
A  Claude  Evans 
A  Frances  Evans 
A  Pam  Evans 
G  Keith  Fillmore 
M  C.  L.  Fondoble 
M  Mrs.  C.  L.  Fondoble 
G  Mrs.  Floyd  Franklin 
M  Mrs.  C.  T.  Freidline 
M  James  Fry 
M  Lucy  Fry 
G  Norman  Gossling 
G  Thomas  Grim 
A  Mike  Hargrove 
M  C.  Allen  Harper 
A  Jim  Hedgecock 
A  Vivian  Hedgecock 
M  Mary  Heisz 
M  Calvin  H.  Helsley 
M  Annabel  Hennrich 
G  Vince  Italian 
M  Rev.  Robert  R.  Jeffries 
G  Dale  Johnson 
G  Alice  Johnson 
G  Martha  D.  Johnson 
G  Dan  C.  Judy 
G  Audrey  Judy 
G  Joan  Kellar 
G  Mrs.  Floyd  Kemp 
G  Mrs.  Edwin  W.  Knight 
A  Betty  Langston 
M  Delbert  O.  Long 


M  Mrs.  Delbert  O.  Long 
G  Mrs.  Robert  Mark 
M  M.  J.  McHugh 
G  Mrs.  M.  J.  McHugh 
M  Russell  Morgan 
M  Mrs.  Russell  Morgan 
M  James  W.  Morris 
G  Mrs.  James  W.  Morris 
M  O.  D.  Niswonger 
G  Katherine  Perry 
G  Robert  Pries 
G  Riley  Probst 
A  Mrs.  Riley  Probst 
E  Mrs.  Richard  V.  Ramsey 
G  James  Rasmussen 
M  Helen  E.  Reynolds 
A  Mrs.  Billy  Richwine 
G  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Robinson 
M  Elvan  E.  Roderick 
G  Mrs.  Elvan  E.  Roderick 
M  Mrs.  Harlan  Rogers 
A  Anita  Schmidt 
G  Edgar  Schnarr 
G  Mary  Schnarr 
A  Mrs.  H.  J.  Schoeppe 
G  Dale  E.  Smith 
A  Mrs.  Dale  E.  Smith 
A  Von  Smith 
G  Mrs.  Von  Smith 
G  Mrs.  Harry  Spence 
A  Stephen  Stevens 
A  Mrs.  Stephen  Stevens 
G  Eric  Tankesley-Clarke 
G  Robert  Tankesley-Clarke 
M  Elmer  H.  Tiemann 
G  Mrs.  Ed  Tomchak 
M  Mrs.  Robert  VenJohn 
G  Annette  J.  Vincent 
G  C.  L.  Walz 
M  George  W.  Warner 
G  Mrs.  Ben  F.  Winter 
G  Annabelle  Wiseman 

REGION  19 

M  Elizabeth  Aulicky 
M  Raymond  J.  Blicharz 
M  Franklin  Carr 
A  Chun  Fan 
M  Melvin  Leavitt 
M  Mrs.  Melvin  Leavitt 
M  F.  J.  McAliece 
M  Mrs.  F.  J.  McAliece 
G  Betty  Lou  McMartin 
M  Dr.  Norman  H.  Noe 
G  Mrs.  Norman  H.  Noe 
M  C.  B.  Reeves  Jr. 

G  Mrs.  C.  8.  Reeves  Jr. 

G  Ellen  Robertson 
A  George  Sproul  Jr. 

G*  Nancy  Szmuriga 
E  Elizabeth  A.  Wood 

REGION  20 

M  Mrs.  Paul  Anderson 
G  Stella  Bates 
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G  Anne  Weatherly  Cuthbert 
G  Joe!  Dennison  Cuthbert 
G  Mary  Ann  Cuthbert 
G  Duane  W.  Daily 
G  Kayellen  R.  Daily 
G  Mrs.  Richard  E.  Doty 
E  Dr.  Jack  R.  Durrance 
G  Chris  Fish 
G  Catherine  Long  Gates 
G  Dennis  B.  Gates 
G  Greg  Hastings 
M  Joseph  H.  Hoage 
G  Jayme  S.  Irvin 
G  Mrs.  Morris  James 
A  Jenny  Jensen 
G  Thomas  A.  Johnson 
M  Dr.  Carl  Jorgensen 
A  Jerilyn  Knudtson 
A  John  Knudtson 
G  Roy  G.  Krug 
M  Harry  B.  Kuesel 
G  Tim  L.  Kuesei 
M  Everett  Long 
G  Ray  D.  Lyons 
M  Thomas  L.  Magee 
M  Bethel  Martin 
G  Col.  M.  R.  McCarthy 
G  Mrs.  M.  R.  McCarthy 
G  Suzanne  McCarthy 
G  David  G.  Miller 
G  Michael  Moller 
A  Nina  Moller 
G  Patricia  Morgan 
M  Mrs.  Tolbert  E.  Murphy 
G  Viola  Oliphant 
G  James  Puckett 
M  Mrs.  Dwane  Quinn 
G*  Jess  V.  Quintana 
G  Donald  Roos 
G  Lester  Shoemaker 
M  E.  E.  Varnum 
G  Suzanne  Walter 
G  Mildred  Wasmundt 
G  Warren  Wiekhorst 
G  Verona  Wiekhorst 
G  Mrs.  Clyde  W.  Wooten 

REGION  21 

G  Mickey  Anson 
G  Ardeth  J.  Bailey 
G  Dr.  Robert  L.  Bledsoe 
G  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bledsoe 
G  Mrs.  George  Boardman 
G*  Charles  T.  Claussen 
G  Mrs.  Charles  T.  Claussen 
M  James  L.  Ennenga 
E  Allan  G.  Ensminger 
G  Mary  Ferguson 
G  Lane  Foulk 
G  Vincent  Fox 
G  Mrs.  Vincent  Fox 
M  Mrs.  Arnold  Freudenburg 
G  Anne  M.  Gaddie 
G  Gene  Gaddie 
M  Mrs.  John  A.  Graff 


M  Hazel  Grapes 
M  Larry  Harder 
M  Mrs.  A.  J.  Harvey 
G  Dr.  Charles  Haynes 
G  Mrs.  Darrel  Heier 
G  Charles  C.  Hemmer 
G  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Hemmer 
G  Michael  C.  Hemmer 
G  Patrick  R.  Hemmer 
M  Lester  Hildenbrandt 
M  Mrs.  Leon  N.  Hockett 
G  Jim  Hummel 
G  Vera  Hummel 
G  Marjorie  Jansen 
G  Dorothy  M.  Johnson 
G  Eugene  J.  Kalkwarf 
G  Dorothy  Kalkwarf 
A  Richard  Kohout 
G  Carolyn  D.  Lingenfelter 
M  Barbara  Mapes 
G  Harold  Marshall 
G  Mrs.  Harold  Marshall 
M  Evangeline  MartindaSe 
G  Roger  P.  Mazur 
G  Edna  Moss 
G  Kay  Nelson 
M  Mrs.  N.  S.  Pederson 
G  Donald  R.  Peterson 
G  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Peterson 
E  Richard  T.  Pettijohn 
A  Calvin  Reuter 
A  Rev.  Orval  Roach 
M  Mrs.  C.'V.  Robertson 
G  V.  O.  Sellers 
M  Kempton  Settle 
G  Mrs.  Kempton  Settle 
M  Fred  E.  Spahn 
G  Tim  Stanek 
G  Lynn  Stoll 
G  Thomas  Tingley 
G  Mrs.  Thomas  Tingley 
G  Katherine  C.  Tutin 
G  OpaIWulf 

REGION  22 
M.  Wiley  Abshire 
M  M.  B.  Bartley 
G  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Benton 
M  Mrs.  Michael  Birkholtz 
G  Paul  W.  Black 
G  Lavera  Burkett 
M  Richard  C.  Butler 
M  Oren  Campbell 
M  C.  A.  Cromwell 
M  Mrs.  C.  Wayne  Drumm 
M  Perry  Dyer 
M  Mrs.  Dan  Edeiman 
M  Mrs.  Howard  Estes 
G  Genevieve  E.  Followwill 
M  W.  G.  Frass 
M  Mrs.  R.  L.  Gilbert 
M  Mrs.  James  GiSdea 
G  Paul  W.  Gossett 
M  Una  Hamilton 
M  James  Hawley 


M  Mrs.  H.  R.  Hensel 
M  Mrs.  Alva  J.  Hickerson 
E  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Howard 
G  J.  H.  Jamieson 
6*  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jamieson 
M  Dr.  W.  E.  Jones 
M  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Kenney 
G  Bea  Leach 
M  Virginia  Mathews 
G  Leonard  J.  Michel 
M  Richard  E.  Morgan 
E  Ronald  Mullin 
M  Hooker  Nichols 
M  Cleo  Palmer 
E  Perry  L.  Parrish 
M  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Plato 
M  Mrs.  William  M,  Rhodes 
G  Bruce  Richards 
M  Arthur  E.  Rowe 
M  Henry  C.  Rowlan 
M  Joe  Saia 
M  Marthella  Shoemake 
G  Robertson  V.  Smith 
M  Susie  Smith 
M  Mrs.  Cyrus  Stanley 
G  L.  D.  Stayer 
G  Mrs.  L.  D.  Stayer 
G  Philip  Stonecipher 
G  Mrs.  Philip  Stonecipher 
G  Inez  Tunon 
G  Alton  C.  Zimmerman 
G  Mrs.  Alton  C.  Zimmerman 

REGION  23 

M  Mrs.  Richard  Bohannon 
G  W.  A.  Brown 
M  Mrs.  Milton  J.  Clauser 
G  Bill  R.  Coursey 
M  Mrs.  George  L.  Doolittle 
A  Maj.  Philip  S.  Doonan 
G  Mrs.  Philip  S.  Doonan 
M  Mrs.  Irby  A.  Downey 
G  Dr.  Cecil  Eiffert 
G  Mrs.  Roger  Figge 
G  Wilma  Freidline 
G  Doug  Goodnight 
M  Mrs.  Earl  Gould 
G*  David  Ray  Hooten 
G  Donna  Hooten 
M  Margaret  R.  Johnson 
M  Frank  V.  KaSich 
G  Mrs.  Douglas  Latimer 
M  Mrs.  Bernard  Lowenstein 
G  Mrs.  James  A.  Mahoney 
M  J.  E.  McClintock 
M  Mrs.  J.  E.  McClintock 
A  Cindy  H.  Myers 
G  George  A.  Nickel 
M  Mrs.  Francis  C.  OKelly 
G  Mrs.  Therman  C.  Perkins 
G  Mrs.  L.  E.  Roberts 
G  Audrey  C.  Roe 
M  Howard  Shockey 
G  Mrs.  Howard  Shockey 
M  Robert  D.  Steele 


31 


G  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Steele 
G  Floyd  Stopani 
G  Helen  Stopani 
M  Mrs.  Walter  C.  White 
G  Janice  M.  Wilson 
M  Mrs.  James  R.  Yocum 
G  LTC  Charles  Zurek 
A  Mary  Ann  Zurek 

REGION  24 

G  John  J.  Adkins  Jr. 

G  Patricia  H.  Ayers 
M  Mrs.  B.  W.  Branumn 
M  Mrs.  E.  C.  Brown 
G  Carol  Burch 
G  James  G.  Burch 
G  Mrs.  James  G.  Burch 
M  B.  Howard  Camp 
M  Mrs.  B.  Howard  Camp 
G  Margaret  Connally 
G  Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Craig 
A  Evelyn  Davenport 
G  Marjorie  W.  Deaton 
M  Mrs.  Lester  Fanning 
M  Dr.  L.  E.  Fraser 
M  Mrs.  Floyd  Garner 
G  Kristen  Gilliam 
M  T.  A.  Gilliam 
M  Dr.  Marvin  J.  Hall 
A  Clara  Henderson 
M  Mrs.  H.  C.  Hendricks 
A  Dennis  Holmes 
M  Mrs.  Everett  H.  Hughes 
M  Mrs.  Hugh  Johnston 
G  Jack  Kearney 
G  Mrs.  Jack  Kearney 
M  Mrs.  A.  I.  Kuykendall 
G  J.  W.  Kuykendall  Jr. 

M  Mrs.  J.  W.  Kuykendall  Jr. 

M  Joe  M.  Langdon 
M  Mrs.  Joe  M.  Langdon 
G  Mrs.  Jack  H.  Lucas 
M  Nan  Elizabeth  Miles 
E  Mrs.  E.  P.  Miles 
G  Bernice  M.  Miller 
G  Dr.  William  L.  Mitchell 
G  Mrs.  William  I.  Mitchell 
G  Walter  Moores 
G  Edith  Mitchell  Nevels 
A  Mrs.  William  O.  Oates 
M  Donald  R.  Saxton 
M  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Saxton 
M*  Sarah  Scruggs 
M  Herbert  L.  Sherrod 
A  Louise  J.  Sloan 
G  Mrs.  Garfield  J.  Traylor 
M  Mrs.  R.  P.  VanValkenburgh 
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Iris  Culture  on  the  West  Coast 

Bill  Maryott  (California) 

The  West  Coast  is  an  ideal  area  to  grow  irises.  The  temperate  climate, 
neutral  soil,  mild  winters  with  light  freezes,  hot  summers  with  low  humidity, 
and  fertile  topsoil  all  make  the  iris  an  easy  plant  to  grow. 

The  ideal  planting  time  for  tall  bearded  irises  is  between  June  and  Sep¬ 
tember.  Early  plantings  in  June  will  establish  well  and  have  a  full  leaf  and  root 
structure  by  winter.  Plants  planted  in  the  fall  will  do  best  if  given  a  month  or  two 
to  acclimate  before  any  frost.  Reblooming  irises  are  best  lifted  after  the  fall 
bloom  and  as  late  as  mid  November.  This  allows  them  time  to  establish  well  for 
the  following  fall. 

Soil  preparation  on  the  West  Coast  requires  balanced  fertilizers  mixed  into 
the  soil  at  planting  time  and  a  top  dressing  normally  applied  again  in  the  early 
spring  before  bloom.  To  get  mass  displays  of  irises,  they  can  be  left  in  for  up  to 
three  years.  To  obtain  show  stalks,  yearly  resetting  is  required.  The  soil  will 
show  marked  decline  after  three  or  four  years  unless  one  of  the  following 
actions  are  taken:  1 .  crop  rotation  ideally  with  a  grass  crop  in  alternate  years, 
2.  heavy  soil  renewal  or  replacement  with  compost,  peat,  sawdust,  etc.  or  3. 
fumigation  with  either  Vapam  or  Methyl  Bromide.  All  of  the  commercial 
growers  I’m  aware  of  on  the  West  Coast  use  one  or  more  of  these  methods  to 
prevent  “iris  decline,”  that  is  soil  that  will  not  grow  irises  well. 

Irises  should  be  planted  ideally  on  ridges  or  mounds  with  the  top  of  the 
rhizome  just  barely  covered  with  dirt  to  prevent  sunburning.  Water  can  be 
overhead  or  in  ditches  adjoining  the  plants.  Watering  is  required  throughout 
the  summer  in  most  areas  where  the  summers  are  very  dry.  The  major  pests 
are  slugs  and  snails  which  are  easily  controlled  by  resetting  the  garden  and 
using  a  good  snail  bait  applied  to  the  soil  when  wet.  Fungal  leaf  spot  can  be 
controlled  by  regular  sprays  of  Benelate  or  similar  materials.  We  have  no  iris 
borers  on  the  West  Coast,  but  early  Spring  rains  and  poor  drainage  can  lead 
to  soft  rot  problems. 


Bearded  Iris  Culture  for 
Northern  Climates 

Sterling  Innerst  (Pennsylvania) 

Bearded  iris  culture  varies  greatly  throughout  the  world.  The  practices 
discussed  in  this  article  are  successful  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  they  can 
be  modified  to  suit  specific  needs.  Bed  (soil)  preparation,  planting,  fertilizing, 
winter  care,  weed  control,  and  spraying  will  be  discussed. 

Most  iris  growers  here  grow  irises  on  (in)  the  same  area  (site)  for  many 
years.  One  nationally  known  hybridizer  has  been  using  the  same  beds  for 
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nearly  thirty  years.  Area  for  rotating  growing  areas  is  usually  not  available. 
Most  growers  here  do  their  growing  on  a  city  lot  or  an  area  not  much  larger.  My 
seedling  fields  are  rotated,  but  named  varieties  and  selected  seedlings  are 
grown  in  the  same  beds  year  after  year.  Thus,  much  more  care  is  needed  in  re¬ 
doing  the  beds. 

In  re-doing  a  bed  for  new  planting,  I  clear  the  area  being  careful  to  remove 
all  old  rhizomes  and  pieces  of  rhizomes  that  might  grow  and  contaminate  the 
area  within  the  three  or  four  years  that  the  bed  will  be  basically  stable — 
untouched  except  for  thinning  or  removing  rhizomes  for  sale,  donation,  or 
reducing  clump  size. 

After  clearing  is  completed,  the  area  is  given  a  generous  covering  of 
fertilizer.  I  use  5-1 0-1 0  in  re-doing  the  beds.  The  area  is  then  tilled  thoroughly 
and  deeply.  When  this  first  tilling  is  finished,  a  layer  of  shredded  leaves 
approximately  six  inches  deep  is  spread  across  the  bed.  The  leaves  are 
always  at  least  a  year  old — aging  leaves  for  two  years  is  better.  They  are  better 
broken  down  and  easier  to  shred.  The  area  is  then  tilled  thoroughly  again. 
One  should  till  until  it  is  not  possible  to  tell  the  leaves  from  the  soil. 

At  this  point,  I  test  soil  for  ph,  trying  to  keep  it  as  near  6.7  as  possible.  If  it 
falls  below  the  6.7  mark,  add  lime  accordingly.  Lime  is  added,  and  the  area  is 
tilled  oTice  or  twice  more.  The  area  is  now  ready  for  replanting.  Tilling  should 
always  be  done  as  deeply  as  possible — ten  to  fourteen  inches,  if  possible. 

Having  the  soil  in  wonderful  condition  serves  several  purposes.  It  makes 
planting  easier  and  allows  the  newly  planted  rhizomes  to  root  quickly  and 
easily.  Rhizomes  taken  from  the  planting  area  earlier  have  been  in  the  shade 
for  two  or  three  days  so  that  any  cuts  or  injuries  have  healed  over  and  the 
rhizomes  are  hard.  Culling  is  done  during  the  clearing  of  the  bed.  Irises  to  be 
discarded  and  excess  rhizomes  are  spread  on  areas  in  which  vegetables  are 
grown.  These  are  then  disked  into  the  ground  in  the  fall  before  the  cover  crop 
for  the  winter  is  sown.  Usually,  three  rhizomes  of  any  one  variety  are  kept 
unless  it  is  something  especially  well  liked.  In  that  case,  six  to  nine  rhizomes 
are  kept.  During  replanting,  a  hasty  attempt  is  made  to  plant  complementary 
colors  within  sight  of  each  other.  Sometimes  this  is  a  successful  effort; 
sometimes  it  isn’t.  When  replanting,  two  or  three  sets  of  rhizomes  are  carried 
to  the  planting  area  with  their  markers.  At  this  time,  all  markers  which  need 
improvements  are  redone.  The  groups  of  irises  are  placed  on  the  bed  with  the 
markers.  Plants  are  placed  about  eighteen  inches  apart  and  planted  in  a 
triangle.  One  group  is  planted  with  the  point  toward  the  edge  of  the  bed.  The 
next  group  is  planted  with  the  point  of  the  triangle  toward  the  rear  or  middle  of 
the  beds. 

Rhizomes  are  planted  deeply  enough  so  that  the  entire  rhizome  is  covered 
and  the  soil  is  firmed  around  the  rhizome.  The  soil  is  then  pulled  up  around  the 
rhizome  so  that  a  small  hill  is  created  around  the  planting  to  keep  the  rain 
water  from  standing  about  it.  Irises  are  never  watered  here. 

My  goal  is  to  have  all  the  replanting  and  the  planting  of  new  irises  com¬ 
pleted  before  August.  This  is  not  always  possible  since  some  newly  ordered 
irises  do  not  arrive  until  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  August — even  into  Sep¬ 
tember.  These  are  planted  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  The  earlier  they  are  planted, 


34 


the  better  they  will  be  rooted  before  winter.  Remaking  and  replanting  is  started 
as  soon  after  bloom  season  as  it  can  be  done.  I  usually  try  to  wait  until  after  the 
local  sales  so  that  no  rhizomes  are  discarded  that  might  be  needed  for  the 

sale. 

Fertilizing,  as  mentioned  earlier,  is  done  in  the  remaking  process.  It  is  also 
done  sometime  before  bloom  season  with  an  0-25-25  fertilizer.  An  effort 
should  be  made  to  do  this  six  weeks  before  bloom  season.  This  fertilizer  is 
usually  broadcast  over  the  beds  and  scratched  into  top  soil  between  clumps 
with  a  hoe  or  the  Green  Machine.  If  there  is  no  time  for  this  latter  operation,  I  let 
the  rain  leach  the  fertilizer  into  the  soil,  hopefully.  Beds  that  will  not  be  remade 
during  summer  are  again  fertilized  after  bloom  season  using  the  same 
fertilizer  and  methods  described  above. 

Preparation  for  winter  is  usually  completed  during  Thanksgiving  vacation 
or  shortly  thereafter.  Up  until  last  year,  I  mulched  all  named  varieties  and  the 
selected  seedling  field  with  straw.  It  took  from  three  to  four  hundred  bales  of 
straw.  So  many  weeds  began  to  appear  as  a  result  of  using  the  straw  that 
several  beds  had  to  be  redone  the  second  year  just  to  get  rid  of  them.  I 
thoroughly  approve  of  mulching  in  cool  areas — not  against  the  cold,  but  to 
prevent  heaving.  If  soil  is  in  near  perfect  tilth  and  irises  are  rooted  well, 
heaving  does  not  occur.  If  soil  is  very  clay  based  and  the  area  is  dampish, 
heaving  will  occur.  Tilling  the  leaves  into  the  soil  every  three  or  four  years 
seems  to  eliminate  heaving. 

When  mulching  was  practiced,  the  covering  began  at  Thanksgiving.  It  is 
good  to  wait  for  the  soil  to  freeze,  but  if  a  large  area  must  be  covered,  it  is  a 
good  idea  to  start  early.  I  used  one  pad  of  straw — that  is  one  section  of  a  bale 
from  the  old  fashioned  type,  not  from  the  new  huge  round  ones — on  top  of 
each  clump.  In  beds  with  large  clumps,  the  straw  was  shaken  loosely  over  the 
bed  to  a  depth  of  about  six  inches.  Few  problems  were  experienced  with  the 
wind  because  the  weight  of  the  pads  and  the  six  inch  thickness  held  the  straw 
in  place.  The  mulch  would  be  removed  starting  in  March  of  the  following 
spring.  Plants  were  always  beautiful  and  had  already  started  to  grow  at  this 
time. 

Weed  control  can  always  be  a  problem.  I  used  Treflan  for  several  years,  but 
have  stopped!  It  seems  to  stay  in  the  ground  for  two  or  three  years  and  any 
replanted  rhizomes  just  sit  there  for  the  first  year  or  two  after  replanting.  I  think 
root  development  was  greatly  retarded.  The  last  several  years,  I’ve  used 
Dacthal  5G.  It  is  granular  and  is  effective  only  for  three  to  four  months.  It  is 
used  at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  thousand  square  feet.  I  used  a  jar  that 
holds  one  pound  and  has  holes  punched  in  the  lid  for  sprinkling  it  onto  the 
beds.  I  step  the  length  and  width  of  the  area  and  know  immediately  how  much 
to  use  on  the  area.  By  the  middle  of  July  its  effect  is  no  longer  present,  so 
replanting  can  be  done.  After  beds  are  replanted,  I  spread  the  Dacthal  as 
described  above.  This  must  be  watered  or  rained  in  within  three  days  to 
become  active  and  effective.  Dacthal  acts  on  seeds  only — nothing  that  is 
already  growing  or  has  roots  is  affected.  Beds  that  are  not  redone  do  not  get  a 
second  treatment  in  mid  summer.  Very  few  weeds  appear,  and  those  are 
easily  pulled. 
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In  this  area,  we  do  have  the  iris  borer.  However,  it  is  easily  controlled.  I  used 
Sevin  (dust)  and  Cygon  2E.  When  I  use  Sevin,  I  use  a  strap-on  duster  that 
holds  two  and  one  half  gallons  of  Sevin  dust.  To  this  I  add  four  tablespoons  of 
Benlate  (powder,  not  granular)  for  leaf  spot.  I  get  up  at  about  four  a.m.  every 
six  days  and  dust  everything.  This  is  short-lived,  so  it  must  be  applied  at 
regular  five  to  seven  day  intervals.  The  dusting  is  done  early  before  the 
neighborhood  awakens.  This  method  produces  a  huge  cloud  of  dust  which 
hangs  close  to  the  ground  and  takes  about  forty-five  minutes  to  disappear. 
This  is  very  effective,  but  it  is  also  much  work.  I  start  dusting  when  days  are 
regularly  over  65  degrees  and  dust  at  the  six-day  intervals  until  the  first  tall 
bearded  bloom  appears. 

When  using  Cygon,  I  wait  until  about  two  weeks  before  tall  bearded  buds 
appear.  I  mix  two  tablespoons  of  Cygon  to  each  gallon  of  water.  I  mix  this  in 
twenty  gallon  garbage  cans.  I  use  two  spinkling  cans  (2V2  gallon  size)  without 
the  sprinkler  head  attached  to  carry  the  solution  to  the  plants.  I  use  a  long 
hose  so  that  the  mixing  is  done  wherever  the  planting  area  is  located.  I  have 
two  twenty  gallon  containers  there  so  I  mix  two  batches  each  time  I  need  to 
mix.  I  then  carry  the  sprinkling  cans  to  the  beds  and  pour  a  generous  amount 
of  the  water  and  Cygon  around  and  into  each  clump,  soaking  the  area  well. 
Again,  days  must  be  warm  for  this  to  be  effective.  Cygon  is  a  systemic  and  is 
active  for  about  four  weeks  which  covers  enough  time  to  take  care  of  all  the 
borers.  Waiting  until  plants  are  starting  to  bud  covers  the  proper  amount  of 
time  to  get  the  early  borers  and  the  late  ones  too. 

Each  year  we  dig  for  sales,  donations,  and  replanting  about  four  to  seven 
thousand  rhizomes.  I  have  not  seen  a  borer  in  five  years,  so  I  consider  the 
methods  used  successful. 

When  using  Cygon,  I  do  not  mix  the  Benlate  for  leaf  spot  with  it.  Benlate  is 
expensive,  and  it  would  take  a  huge  amount  to  cover  the  area.  Instead,  I  spray 
Benlate  separately  using  a  solution  of  two  tablespoons  of  Benlate  per  gallon 
of  water.  The  ground  around  the  plants  and  the  plants  themselves  are  sprayed 
with  a  moderate  amount  of  this  solution.  Except  in  very  bad  years — too  much 
rain — one  application  takes  care  of  leaf  spot  nicely. 

In  the  seedling  fields  where  I  plant  in  groups  of  four  rows,  each  eight  inches 
apart,  I  pour  the  Cygon  solution  between  the  first  and  second  rows  and 
between  the  third  and  fourth  rows.  This  is  accomplished  by  walking  on  each 
side  of  the  four-row  area  with  the  sprinkling  can.  The  sprinkler  must  have  the 
sprinkler  head  removed  to  get  a  thorough  application  that  will  be  effective. 

The  methods  discussed  kept  work  time  and  energy  manageable.  They  are 
effective  here  in  Pennsylvania. 


36 


Growing  Irises  in  the  South 

James  G.  Burch  (Alabama) 

To  successfully  grow  bearded  irises  in  the  South,  or  any  other  region,  one 
must  adhere  to  good  farming  practices  for  the  particular  area  in  which  he 
lives.  What  constitutes  good  farming  practices? 

1)  proper  soil  preparation 

2)  proper  fertilization 

3)  good  weed  control 

4)  good  pest  control 

5)  appropriate  disease  control 

Proper  soil  preparation  depends  entirely  on  the  type  of  soil  one  has.  In  the 
South,  the  soils  range  from  very  sandy  loams  in  the  coastal  plains  to  the 
heavier  clay  loams  in  the  Piedmont  and  major  river  valley  areas.  In  between, 
everything  exists  from  pure  sand,  to  pure  clay  gumbos,  to  rich  sandy  river 
bottom  silts.  In  the  sandy  loam  and  river  bottom  silt  soils,  little  soil  preparation 
is  needed  other  than  adding  humus  and  lime  to  bring  the  Ph  level  to  between 
6.5  and  7.4  and  plowing  to  a  depth  of  about  6  inches.  These  soils  normally 
have  sufficient  drainage  to  permit  planting  in  level  beds.  In  the  pure  clay 
gumbos,  lots  of  humus  should  be  added  to  loosen  the  soil  and  provide 
drainage.  It  is  also  necessary  to  raise  the  beds  to  provide  additional  drain¬ 
age.  Failure  to  provide  adequate  drainage  in  these  soils  will  result  in  massive 
soft  rot  problems  during  the  wet  periods  in  the  spring  and  early  summer 
months  when  the  irises  are  going  through  their  maximum  growing  periods. 

In  the  heavier  clay  loams,  which  exist  in  the  majority  of  the  South,  and  in 
which  I  grow  irises,  I  offer  the  following  advice:  Prepare  the  soil  by  plowing  to  a 
depth  of  8-1 2  inches  and  disk  and  cross  disk  until  the  soil  is  almost  powdery 
in  texture.  If  humus  materials  are  added,  one  should  disk  or  till  them  in  along 
with  enough  lime  to  bring  the  Ph  level  to  6.5  to  7.4,  until  the  humus  totally 
blends  in  with  the  soil.  The  reason  that  I  keep  repeating  to  add  lime  is  that  in 
most  of  the  South,  the  soil  is  very  acid,  4  to  5.5  Ph  levels  and  most  plants  will 
not  thrive  in  soils  that  acidic  nor  will  all  fertilizers  break  down  at  these  low  Ph 
levels.  A  word  of  caution  to  those  who  live  in  residential  areas  which  have  been 
developed  in  the  last  25-30  years  is  that  you  probably  have  no  more  than  1  to  2 
inches  of  top  soil.  It  is  the  practice  of  developers  to  scrape  off  all  top  soil,  build 
the  houses,  and  then  add  just  enough  top  soil  for  the  lawn  to  grow.  This  results 
in  most  yards  consisting  almost  totally  of  a  clay  gumbo.  To  build  this  soil  up 
will  require  years  of  adding  humus  or  hauling  in  good  top  soil  for  your  iris 
beds.  Now  that  the  soil  is  properly  prepared,  let’s  discuss  the  two  methods  in 
which  I  have  successfully  grown  irises,  in  rows  and  in  beds. 

In  preparing  beds,  I  shoveled  into  the  middle  of  the  bed  the  soil  from  around 
the  edges  one  foot  wide  and  6  to  8  inches  deep.  In  effect,  this  raises  the  bed  a 
few  inches  above  the  ground  level  and  provides  a  drainage  trench  around  the 
bed.  I  then  added  fertilizer  and  tilled  the  beds  once  more,  working  the 
fertilizer  in  and  then  raking  the  bed  level  on  top.  The  bed  is  now  ready  for 
transplanting  irises  which  are  placed  in  three  rows  1 8  inches  apart.  Irises  can 
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be  left  in  beds  like  these  for  up  to  three  years  without  dividing. 

In  preparing  rows,  which  I  now  do  exclusively,  I  lay  out  the  rows  using  a 
furrow  opener,  add  the  fertilizer,  then  hill  the  rows  to  a  height  of  approximately 
10  inches.  I  then  transplant  the  irises  approximately  9  inches  apart  and  4 
inches  deep.  When  the  soil  settles  and  the  rows  are  cultivated,  the  rhizomes 
will  just  barely  be  covered.  I  leave  the  irises  2  years  before  retransplanting.  It  is 
important  in  planting  in  rows  to  cut  off  most  of  the  roots  to  prevent  the  cultivator 
from  pulling  the  plants  out  of  the  soil  the  first  time  they  are  plowed. 

Proper  fertilization  is  also  dependent  on  the  particular  soil  in  an  area  and 
the  nutrients  it  contains.  To  be  certain,  one  should  take  a  soil  sample  after  it 
has  been  prepared  and  send  it  to  the  agricultural  extension  service  in  the  area 
for  an  analysis.  In  this  area,  8-24-24  at  a  rate  of  1,000  pounds  per  acre 
produces  excellent  rhizomes  and  bloom  stalks.  I  also  use  the  same  fertilizer 
in  the  early  spring  (late  February  or  early  March)  providing  the  soil  is  dry 
enough  to  plow  that  early.  In  no  event  will  I  delay  past  the  first  week  of  April  to 
apply  fertilizer  as  this  application  supplies  the  nutrients  for  the  increase  to 
mature.  One  thing  to  remember  about  fertilizers  is  that  any  fertilizer  increases 
the  salinity  of  the  soil  which  increases  its  water  absorption  power  (wap).  This 
simply  means  that  during  July,  August,  and  September,  after  irises  have  been 
transplanted  in  newly  fertilized  soil,  the  wap  of  the  soil  is  extremely  high. 
Therefore,  if  these  months  are  dry,  which  is  normal  in  this  area,  the  soil  will 
drain  the  moisture  from  the  rhizomes  and  kill  them  unless  adequate  irrigation 
is  provided. 

Weed  control  and  in  particular  control  of  grasses  such  as  crab  grass  and 
Johnson  grass  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  important  aspect  of  growing  healthy 
irises.  All  weeds  and  grasses  rob  the  nutrients  from  the  irises.  However,  these 
two  grasses  spread  so  thickly  that  they  completely  smother  irises  and  retain 
so  much  moisture  during  the  hot  summer  days  that  bearded  irises  will  simply 
completely  succumb  to  soft  rot.  I  have  found  that  completely  cleaning  the 
beds  or  fields  and  applying  Princep  80  at  the  rate  of  2  tablespoons  per  gallon 
of  water  will  control  most  weeds  and  grasses  which  germinate  from  seeds  for 
4  to  5  months.  Princep  80  is  easy  to  apply  by  simply  mixing  in  a  sprayer, 
setting  the  nozzle  to  fine  mist  and  completely  covering  the  soil.  This  can  be 
sprayed  directly  on  the  rhizomes  thereby  preventing  all  the  weeds  that  invar¬ 
iably  come  up  beside  the  rhizomes  and  in  the  middle  of  iris  clumps.  Princep 
80  will  kill  the  irises  when  sprayed  in  sufficient  amounts  on  the  foliage.  It  will 
not  control  grasses  such  as  Johnson,  which  is  rhizomatus,  Bermuda,  which 
grows  from  each  joint,  or  nut,  which  grows  from  the  nuts.  To  control  these 
grasses,  they  must  be  killed  prior  to  or  at  bed  preparation  time.  One  treatment 
with  Roundup  will  kill  Bermuda  grass.  Several  treatments  with  Roundup  over  a 
two-year  period  will  kill  Johnson  grass  and  reduce  nut  grass  infestations.  A 
very  effective  alternative  to  controlling  these  three  grasses  is  to  treat  the  soil 
with  Methyl  Bromide  at  soil  preparation.  This  is  a  fumigant  which  kills  virtually 
everything  in  the  soil  except  hard  shelled  seeds  such  as  morning  glory.  This 
includes  fungus  and  virus  spores  which  also  makes  it  effective  as  a  disease 
controller.  The  bad  news  is  that  Methyl  Bromide  is  a  controlled  chemical,  and 
it  must  be  applied  under  a  sealed  plastic  cover  which  requires  some  back- 
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breaking  work  to  apply.  The  good  news  is  that  it  works  as  deep  as  the  soil  is 
loose,  and  weed  control  can  be  virtually  forgotten  until  the  treated  area  is 
reseeded  by  the  wind. 

Pest  and  disease  control  cannot  be  treated  separately.  The  most  common 
diseases  in  the  South  are  botrytis  rot,  bacterial  soft  rot,  crown  or  mustard  seed 
rot,  leaf  spot  and  virus  mottling. 

Probably  the  easiest  to  control  of  the  above  are  botrytis  rot  and  leaf  spot  for 
which  I  use  the  same  treatment.  Botrytis  rot  normally  begins  in  the  cool  fall 
weather  and  is  evidenced  easily  in  the  spring  when  you  discover  a  rhizome 
shell  and  dried  up  dead  roots.  A  good  treatment  with  Benlate  in  the  fall  will 
prevent  most  plants  getting  botrytis  rot  over  the  winter.  Leaf  spot  is  prevalent 
during  the  cool  heavy  growing  stages  in  the  spring  and  early  summer.  It  is 
caused  by  spores  present  in  the  soil  which  splash  up  on  the  foliage  during  the 
rainy  season.  Spraying  with  Benlate  or  Daconile  after  each  heavy  rain  will 
effectively  control  leaf  spot.  I  have  found  nothing  to  control  virus  mottling 
except  dry  weather  although  Benlate  appears  to  help.  I  have  only  found 
crown  or  mustard  seed  rot  in  places  of  extreme  heavy  growth  or  when  the 
irises  are  overwhelmed  with  crab  or  Johnson  grass.  It  appears  to  me  that 
effective  weed  control  and  proper  fertilization  will  minimize,  if  not  control,  this 
problem.  Bacterial  soft  rot  presents  the  most  severe  problem  in  the  South. 
There  are  several  causes  of  soft  rot,  ranging  from  freezing  to  hot  humid 
conditions.  There  are  two  types  of  freeze  damage.  First,  if  the  rhizomes  have 
not  established  their  root  system  and  are  not  firmly  anchored,  light  freezes  will 
heave  them  out  of  the  ground  and,  many  times,  will  result  in  soft  rot.  The  cure 
for  this  is  to  transplant  early  and  water  as  necessary  to  insure  late  summer 
and  fall  growth  to  adequately  establish  the  irises.  In  heavy  freezes,  -  10  to 
10°,  I  pray  for  a  snow  cover  to  protect  the  rhizomes  and  to  prevent  heaving. 
Second,  and  probably  the  most  serious  freeze  damage  results  from  growth 
during  the  mild  late  winter  and  late  freezes  killing  the  new  growth.  This  is 
evident  in  the  early  spring  by  the  foilage  on  the  main  rhizome  dying.  If  caught 
early,  this  rot  can  be  controlled  by  simply  cutting  the  damage  off  the  rhizome. 
By  far,  the  most  severe  soft  rot  occurs  with  bloom  season  which  is  also  the 
maximum  growing  period.  Moisture  collects  in  and  around  the  tender  foliage. 
This  high  humidity  and  normally  high  temperatures  are  simply  conducive  to 
rot  forming  in  the  foliage  around  the  base  of  the  rhizome,  at  the  intersection  of 
the  stalk  and  the  branches,  and  even  at  the  points  where  the  bloom  stem  is 
covered  by  the  spathe.  Proper  bed  or  row  preparation  to  provide  adequate 
drainage  will  control  most  of  the  problems  at  the  base  of  the  rhizome  and 
prompt  cutting  of  spent  stalks  will  prevent  most  stalk  rot  from  infecting  the 
rhizome.  But  what  about  the  hybridizer  who  must  leave  the  stalks  for  an 
additional  two  months?  I  have  found  that,  during  very  wet  late  spring  and  early 
summers,  removing  all  foliage  from  the  stalks  helps  lessen  the  incidence  of 
stalk  rot;  however,  it  does  not  completely  prevent  it. 

Once  soft  rot  is  present,  how  can  it  be  controlled  or  cured?  I  must  admit  that 
I  do  not  have  a  cure;  however,  I  am  told  by  several  reliable  sources  that  it  can 
be  cured  by  following  the  advice  given  by  Jim  Browne  in  his  article  in  the  July, 
1983,  AIS  Bulletin.  I  am  convinced  that  the  best  control  of  soft  rot  is  the 


39 


effective  control  of  insects.  I  am  also  convinced  that  aphids,  spider  mites, 
flies,  moths,  etc.,  spread  the  soft  rot  bacteria  (and  the  viruses  which  cause 
virus  mottling)  from  one  plant  to  another.  My  own  experience  shows  that  most 
iris  diseases  are  kept  to  a  minimum  when  insects  are  controlled  through  a 
regular  spraying  schedule.  I  have  found  that  Diazinon  4E  lasts  longer  than 
most  of  the  other  available  insecticides  with  the  exception  of  DDT,  which  is  no 
longer  available.  This  is  not  to  say  that  Malathion,  Sevin,  Rotenone,  etc.,  are 
not  effective,  but  that  they  require  more  frequent  applications.  I  do  not  use 
Cygon  since  I  do  not  have  borers,  and  I  do  not  find  its  systemic  attributes 
effective  on  the  insects  that  I  do  have. 

Another  effective  disease  control  is  to  move  the  irises  to  a  new  location  and 
do  not  return  to  a  location  in  less  than  two  years,  in  other  words,  practice  crop 
rotation.  All  successful  farmers  will  tell  you  that  crops  do  much  better  when 
they  are  rotated  from  one  field  to  the  other,  if  you  must  grow  your  irises  in  the 
same  spot  year  after  year,  I  strongly  recommend  that  you  sterilize  the  soil 
when  you  prepare  it  for  replanting  by  treating  it  with  Methyl  Bromide.  This  will 
kill  the  viruses,  bacteria,  and  fungal  spores  which  have  accumulated  over  the 
years. 

Finally,  growing  irises  is  not  nearly  as  difficult  as  this  article  may  make  it 
appear.  Remember  that  an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  hundred  pounds  of 
correction. 


Tall  (Bearded)  Tales  From  Texas 

Jim  Coward  (Texas) 

At  first,  an  article  on  the  growing  of  tall  bearded  irises  in  Texas  seemed  to  be 
quite  a  task.  You  must  remember  that  when  Texas  finally  decided  to  annex  the 
Union  in  1 845,  the  right  to  divide  into  five  states  at  some  later  date  was  written 
into  the  treaty.  Of  course,  it  will  never  happen  because  each  one  would  want 
the  Alamo,  but  gardeners  in  Texas  really  do  have  at  least  five  distinct  growing 
areas — East,  West,  North,  South  and  Central  Texas. 

In  travels  over  the  years  for  judging  and  visiting  gardens,  I  have  found  many 
more  common  practices  than  differences  in  culture.  South  of  San  Antonio, 
however,  the  growing  of  tall  bearded  irises  is  very  difficult  as  they  seem  to 
bloom  and  then  die  out.  The  Skinners  of  Yorktown  have  had  somewhat  better 
luck  than  many  with  tali  bearded  irises,  but  they  grow  many  more  of  the 
spurias  and  Louisianas  since  they  really  thrive  there  and  in  the  Houston  area. 
South  Texans  mainly  have  to  be  content  with  some  medians  and  the 
beardless  irises. 

Generally,  the  following  will  cover  most  other  areas  of  our  state.  First,  if  we  all 
had  the  kind  of  soil  that  is  described  on  the  back  of  most  seed  packets,  we 
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could  dispose  of  this  paragraph.  In  our  black,  waxy  cottonland  here  in 
Waxahachie,  additions  of  builders’  sand  helps  as  does  mushroom  compost 
from  a  local  mushroom  plant.  Lighten  heavy  soil  with  builders’  sand  and  give 
some  character  to  sandy  soil  with  compost  is  the  rule.  Too  much  compost  can 
seem  to  promote  rot  in  rainy  seasons.  Most  manure,  if  used,  should  be  well 
rotted  but  rabbit  manure  has  never  seemed  to  burn.  Soil  with  a  pH  on  the 
alkaline  side  slightly  above  7.0  probably  grows  bearded  irises  best.  There  are 
hundreds  of  studies  with  conflicting  conclusions,  but  TBs  with  such  a  mix  of 
genetic  background  will  probably  perform  adequately  in  soils  from  pH  5.5  to 
9.5.  Gypsum  has  been  used  as  a  soil  conditioner  here  in  the  Dallas  area  for 
years  with  seeming  success.  Our  garden  is  28  miles  southwest  of  Dallas  and 
38  miles  southeast  of  Fort  Worth. 

I  usually  transplant  and  divide  every  three  years,  depending  on  the  clump 
that  has  formed.  Some  gardeners  divide  one  third  of  their  clumps  every  year 
which  leaves  two  thirds  to  perform  as  established  plants.  I  am  not  commercial 
and  do  not  transplant  to  promote  increase,  but  I  do  have  to  transplant  more 
often  sometimes  to  maintain  identity  as  I  am  one  of  those  row  planting  iris  nuts 
whose  beds  often  resemble  an  ill-kept  pet  cemetery.  I  plant  the  main  rhizome 
on  a  mound  of  dirt  in  the  hole,  spreading  the  roots  down  and  around  the 
mound,  ending  with  the  top  of  the  rhizome  covered  with  about  one  half  inch  of 
soil  with  the  soil  firmed  around  the  roots.  I  plant  twelve  to  eighteen  inches 
apart.  In  the  past,  I  mixed  a  handful  of  bone  meal  and  superphosphate  in  the 
hole  as  I  planted,  but  now  I  usually  mix  these  in  with  the  other  soil  condiments 
as  I  prepare  the  bed.  In  most  of  Texas,  we  like  to  plant  in  late  September.  It  is  a 
good  idea  to  hold  rhizomes  for  a  week  or  two  for  drying  out,  especially  for 
those  rhizomes  which  were  ordered  from  out  of  region  and  appear  to  be  full  of 
water.  This  generally  applies  to  irises  received  from  the  west  coast.  Most  TBs 
here  seem  to  resent  any  type  of  mulching  which  touches  the  rhizome. 

Do  you  remember  when  everyone  said  “Don’t  fertilize  your  irises,  and 
especially  “no  nitrogen?”  Not  so,  since  many  of  our  growers  are  using  a 
14-14-14  fertilizer  with  terrific  results  in  bloom,  foliage,  and  increase.  The  late 
Paul  Horn  reported  great  results  in  the  60’s  from  using  one  half  pint  of  milk 
reduced  with  one  half  pint  of  water  poured  on  and  around  each  rhizome.  Bill 
and  Marge  Powell  have  updated  this  with  the  use  of  powdered  milk  scratched 
into  the  soil  around  the  plants.  The  14-14-14  bunch  and  the  Guernsey  bunch 
seem  to  take  turns  with  Queen  of  the  Show  every  spring.  Some  people  are  hot 
on  adding  trace  elements.  A  few  till  rabbit  pellets  or  alfalfa  pellets  into  the 
beds  during  fall  preparation.  One  can  usually  be  safe  using  any  good 
5-10-10,  following  the  directions  carefully.  Application  to  established  beds 
should  be  made  around  the  first  of  March  and  the  first  of  June.  What  all  of  this 
means  is  that  if  you  really  want  to  do  it  right,  see  your  county  agent  and  follow 
his  directions  for  having  your  soil  tested. 

Diseases  other  than  soft  rot  are  not  much  of  a  problem  in  Texas.  In  fact,  dry 
seasons  mean  irises  relatively  free  of  disease  here.  Scorch  has  not  appeared 
in  my  garden  in  years,  but  it  does  hit  some  gardens  occasionally.  Pineappling 
has  occurred,  but  it  is  usually  on  irises  from  orders  received  from  out  of  state. 
These  were  usually  fat  and  multi-multi  with  small  increase  eyes.  I  dig  clumps 
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which  are  affected  with  either  of  these  problems  and  throw  them  in  the 
garbage.  Leaf  spot  occurs  sometimes,  depending  on  the  season.  It  doesn’t 
particularly  bother  me,  and  I  certainly  wouldn’t  spray  for  it  unless  it  was  really 
epidemic.  For  rot,  I  have  used  veterinarian  tetracycline  after  scraping  all  the 
soft  rot  out  of  the  rhizomes.  Some  make  this  into  a  paste  with  glycerine  for 
application.  In  the  past,  I  tried  Comet,  but  after  reading  comments  about  the 
chlorine  distortion  effect  on  growth  and  bloom,  I  have  stopped. 

As  for  pests,  we  are  very  fortunate.  Knocking  on  wood,  I  have  yet  to  hear  of 
an  iris  borer  in  Texas.  Verbena  moth  gives  the  hybridizers  a  fit  during  some 
years  because  it  attacks  the  seed  pods.  In  some  seasons  aphids  can  be  a 
problem,  but  any  good  multi-purpose  spray  can  usually  handle  them.  By  now, 
you  can  tell  that  I  don’t  care  for  many  chemicals  in  the  garden.  Nut-grass  (nut- 
sedge)  killer  and  a  little  sevin  dust  constitute  the  bulk  of  what  would  be  my 
“spray  program.” 

Checking  through  AIS  Bulletins  of  more  than  forty  years,  I  found  that  in  the 
forties  and  fifties  there  were  many  articles  such  as  this  dealing  with  iris  culture, 
usually  two  or  three  per  year — such  as  “don’t  plant  your  clump  with  the  fans 
facing  outward  or  you  will  soon  have  a  clump  with  an  empty  center.”  One 
article  in  1 944  by  the  then-editor  F.W.  Cassebeer  on  iris  culture  touched  on  all 
phases  except  fertilizing  which  really  seemed  to  be  a  “  no  no”  at  the  time. 

I  cannot  close  without  touching  on  the  culture  of  new  iris  society  members. 
If  we  are  growing,  we  are  adding  members  who  don’t  know  everything  as  we 
do,  and  we  tend  to  forget  them.  One  of  the  best  programs  we  had  in  Fort  Worth 
last  year  was  a  refresher  titled  “Iris.”  Beginning  with  a  little  history,  then 
nomenclature  such  as  amoena  and  self,  then  to  trim  or  not  to  trim,  the 
discussion  soon  began  to  involve  everyone.  We  went  over  parts  of  the  plant, 
the  parts  of  the  flower — things  we  thought  we  all  knew  but  shared  anew  with 
everyone.  It  lasted  twice  as  long  as  the  program  had  been  planned.  I  must 
confess  that  what  seemed  so  elementary  really  filled  a  very  definite  need. 
And,  it  was  fun.  And  so  has  this  article  been  for  me.  If  it  gives  anybody  one 
idea,  it  was  worth  it.  If  you  don’t  think  so,  don’t  write  to  me.  Write  Ron. 
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Spuria  Irises 

Ray  John  (Texas) 


SPEW  REE  LJH  .  .  .  After  much  research,  this  seems  to  be  the  preferred  way 
to  pronounce  the  name  of  this  group  of  beardless  irises  which  are  growing  in 
popularity. 

The  species,  ancestors  of  today’s  hybrid  spuria  irises,  originated  primarily 
in  the  Mediterranean  area,  hence,  the  mistaken  idea  that  they  would  only 
grow  in  moderate  climates.  That  this  is  not  the  case  has  been  proven  by  many 
growers  who  today  enjoy  this  tallest  of  the  irises. 

Spuria  irises  prefer  to  be  transplanted  in  the  fall,  like  most  beardless  irises. 
In  those  climates  where  the  temperatures  drop  to  sub-zero,  a  heavy  mulch  is 
needed  the  first  year,  however,  after  that  the  winter  mulch  is  not  necessary. 

These  irises  are  heavy  feeders  and  should  be  fertilized  with  a  balanced 
(10-1 0-1 0  or  1 0-20-1 0)  fertilizer  or  with  composted  barnyard  manures  which 
are  excellent  for  these  irises.  They  should  be  fertilized  at  planting,  working  the 
fertilizer  into  the  beds,  and  right  after  bloom  time.  These  irises  have  their 
major  underground  growth  immediately  after  the  bloom  and  plenty  of  fertilizer 
and  moisture  must  be  available  at  this  time.  Withhold  water  after  the  first  of 
July  so  the  spuria  can  go  dormant. 

If  the  leaves  begin  to  look  bad,  they  can  be  cut  back  to  the  ground  with  no 
harm.  This  is  a  dormant  period,  with  no  growth  occurring.  A  few  clones  are 
winter  dormant  and  do  not  lose  the  leaves  until  the  first  frost.  These  should  not 
be  cut  back. 

When  properly  cared  for  and  fertilized,  spurias  can  be  left  in  the  clump  for 
many  years  without  the  necessity  of  transplanting.  They  will  produce  good 
flowers  and  plants,  making  clumps  of  four  to  five  feet  within  a  short  time. 

Spurias  should  be  planted  in  full  sun.  The  summer  heat  appears  to  be 
necessary  for  the  next  season’s  bloom.  If  your  summer  temperature  stays  at 
or  below  eighty  degrees,  find  a  place  where  your  spurias  can  receive  radiated 
heat  such  as  the  southern  side  of  the  house  or  against  a  fence  or  wall.  They 
will  reward  you  for  the  extra  effort. 

Today’s  hybrid  spurias  are  no  more  than  eight  generations  from  the  spe¬ 
cies,  some  are  first  generation  hybrids,  with  the  majority  being  only  four  or  five 
generations  removed. 

Listed  here  are  the  seventy  cultivars  which  received  votes  as  being  the 
favorites  of  those  attending  the  spuria  section  meeting  at  the  AIS  Convention 
in  Oklahoma  City  this  past  May.  The  numbers  represent  the  number  who 
listed  the  variety. 

3  ADA  PERRY  (E.  McCown  73)  48"  mid  season;  standards  dark  violet;  falls 
dark  red-violet.  Full  yellow  signal 

6  ADOBE  SUNSET  (E.  McCown  76)  60"  late;  standards  dark  brown;  wide 
circular  falls  are  deep  orange-yellow  veined  and  bordered  dark  brown. 
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2  AMBER  RIPPLES  (Niswonger  81 )  38"  mid  season;  standards  pale  blue 
with  amber  infusion  on  midrib;  falls  amber  with  pale  blue  edge. 

2  ARBITRATOR  (Ferguson  66)  46"  early;  standards  lavender  purple,  lined; 
falls  bright  yellow  marked  with  lavender  purple. 

8  ARCHIE  OWEN  (Hager  70)  39"  mid  season  bright  yellow  self. 

4  BARBARA’S  KISS  (E.  McCown  81)  54"  mid  season;  standards  violet 
lightly  streaked  pale  yellow;  falls  strong  violet  bordering  orange-yellow  signal, 
veined  brown-purple,  ruffled. 

6  BETTY  COOPER  (E.  McCown  81 )  48"  mid  season;  standards  light  violet, 
lightly  streaked  pale  yellow;  falls  light  violet  border  with  strong  orange  center 
heavily  veined  brown  purple,  ruffled,  slight  fragrance. 

2  BLACK  COFFEE  (Ferguson/Collins  78)  40"  deep  black-brown  with 
bright  gold  signal. 

3  BORDER  TOWN  (Ghio  82)  32"  mid-late  dark  brown  with  black  overlay, 
slight  yellow  signal. 

4  BUTTER  PADDLE  (Niswonger  73)  38"  mid-late  brown  with  tiny  specks  of 
gold  throughout. 

1  CINNAMON  STICK  (Niswonger  82)  40"  mid  season;  standards  maroon 
brown;  falls  maroon  ground  heavily  speckled  gold. 

3  CLARKE  COSGROVE  (Hager  74)  39"  late-mid  lavender  blue  with  small 
yellow  spot. 

4  COBALT  MESA  (Wickenkamp  86)  49"  mid-season  dark  violet-blue  with 
small  gold  signal. 

1  CONCUBINE  (Ghio  84)  40"  early-mid;  standards  slate  violet;  falls  appear 
slightly  deeper.  Yellow  signal. 

1  CONNOISEUR  (Hager  65)  36"  mid  season  light  beige  self  with  falls 
copper  edged;  stylecrests  orchid. 

1  COUNTERPOINT  (Ferguson  62)  30"  early  bicolor,  standards  violet;  falls 
light  yellow  with  violet  lines. 

2  CUSTOM  DESIGN  (Hager  81)  40"  mid  season  deep  maroon-brown, 
bright  yellow  signal. 

2  DENA’S  DELIGHT  (McCown  82)  48"  late;  standards  light  red-purple; 
falls  moderate  orange-yellow  bordered  light  reddish-purple. 

6  DESTINATION  (Hager  84)  40"  mid  season  bright  deep  orange  self. 

2  ELAN  VITAL  (Hager  81)  38"  mid  season;  standards  cream  with  yellow 
blend  in  center;  falls  cream  blending  to  canary  yellow  signal,  heavily  ruffled. 
1  ELEANOR  HILL  (Hager  80)  38"  mid-late;  standards  lavender;  falls 
bronze;  indefinite  yellow  signal. 

1  ELIXIR  (Hager  84)  38"  standards  orange-yellow;  falls  orange-yellow 
deepening  to  midium  orange  in  center. 

1  EURASIA  (Ghio  84)  40"  mid-late;  standards  mauve-burgundy  falls 
yellow  blend  mauve-burgundy,  edged  mauve-burgundy. 

4  EVENING  DRESS  (Ghio  84)  40"  mid-late;  standards  black-blue  purple; 
falls  blue-purple  with  black  sheen  and  slight  underglow  of  yellow  at 
stylearms. 

1  FAR  OUT  (Hager  75)  38"  mid  yellow  self. 
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3  FERGY’S  POETRY  (Ferguson/Runde  77)  54"  mid;  standards  full  red- 
violet;  falls  same  edged  deep  red-violet,  marked  deep  red:  deep  yellow 
signal. 

3  FORTY  CARATS  (Ferguson  71)  54"  mid-late  deep  yellow  self. 

2  GILDED  CHALICE  (Hager  80)  38"  mid-late  lemon-yellow  self. 

2  GOLDEN  CHOCOLATE  (Niswonger  75)  38"  mid  season;  standards  dark 
brown;  falls  golden  with  dark  brown  edging. 

1  GOLDEN  LADY  (Combs  58)  54"  mid  large  pale  yellow  self. 

1  GUEST  ARTIST  (Hager  83)  44"  mid-late  medium  purple,  deep  yellow 
signal  veined  purple. 

2  HIGHLINE  AMETHYST  (McCown  76)  42"  mid  season  deep  reddish 
purple. 

2  HIGHLINE  CORAL  (McCown  86)  Ruffled  lavender  pink. 

1  HIGHLINE  LAVENDER  (McCown  68)  48"  early;  standards  light  purple; 
falls  vivid  yellow  veined  and  bordered  light  purple. 

6  ILA  CRAWFORD  (Hager  76)  36"  mid  season  ruffled  white  self,  orange- 
yellow  signal. 

3  IMPERIAL  BRONZE  (McCown  71)  40"  mid  season  vivid  yellow  heavily 
veined  brown  (overall  effect  is  deep  bronze);  small  yellow  signal. 

3  IMPERIAL  GOLD  (McCown  78)  54"  mid  season  brilliant  yellow  self. 

3  IMPERIAL  RUBY  (McCown  77)  48"  mid  season  deep  purple-red  self; 
small  yellow  signal. 

3  IMPERIAL  SUN  (McCown  84)  36-48"  mid  season  glowing  sulphur  lemon 
to  golden  orange  in  center  of  falls;  orange  signal. 

2  JANICE  CHESNIK  (McCown  84)  48-60"  mid  season  heavily  ruffled  tawny 
gold  self. 

1  JUBILANT  SPIRIT  (Hager  83)  38"  mid-late  bright  yellow  with  crinkle 
ruffling  on  edge  of  falls. 

2  KITT  PEAK  (Wickenkamp  87)  53"  mid  season;  standards  medium  blue- 
violet,  shading  to  yellow  at  base;  falls  deep  blue-violet  shading  to  chocolate- 
brown  with  bright  yellow  signal  extending  in  rays  into  the  brown. 

1  LOOKING  GLASS  EYES  (Niswonger  79)  39"  early-mid;  standards  char¬ 
coal  with  a  flush  of  pale  yellow;  falls  pale  yellow  edged  charcoal. 

3  LOVE  FOR  LEILA  (Wickenkamp  85)  35"  mid  season;  standards  deep 
violet;  falls  deep  violet  shading  to  small  signal  of  brown  and  gold. 

1  MARILYN  HOLLOWAY  (Hager  71)  38"  mid-late;  standards  pale  lav¬ 
ender;  falls  lemon-yellow,  edged  pale  lavender. 

1  MARIPOSA  TARDE  (McCown  77)  60"  late;  standards  creamy  white,  falls 
vivid  yellow,  with  wide  white  border;  slightly  ruffled. 

3  MEGATREND  (Hager  86)  50"  mid  season;  standards  mid-violet  outside, 
inside  white  overveined  in  violet  to  solid  border;  falls  mid-yellow  bordered 
mid-violet,  signal  lightly  veined  over  yellow. 

2  MISSOURI  STREAMS  (Niswonger  83)  38"  mid  season  light  blue  with 
yellow  spot  on  falls. 

4  MYSTIC  MESA  (Mickenkamp  86)  43"  mid  season;  standards  cream  with 
dark  violet  edging  near  base  (placement  and  degree  of  violet  varies);  falls 
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cream  shading  to  gold  at  center,  occasional  hint  of  lavender  on  edge;  styles 
occasionally  marked  lavender  to  violet. 

1  PENNY  BUNKER  (McCown  82)  48"  mid  season;  standards  pale  orange- 
yellow;  falls  moderate  orange-yellow  tinged  gold;  orange-yellow  signal. 

1  PERFECT  SPRING  (Hager  85)  43"  mid-late;  standards  lavender;  cream 
styles,  lavender  style  crests;  falls  gold-bronze,  edged  lavender;  yellow  signal. 

1  PICACHO  PEAK  (Wickenkamp  88)  36"  mid  season;  standards  graceful 
and  erect  reddish  brown;  stylearms  reddish  brown;  falls  golden  yellow  with 
rim  of  reddish-brown  pencil  slim  on  sides  widening  at  bottom. 

2  PLAIN  JANE  (Ferguson/Brooks  76)  49"  mid  season;  standards  white; 
falls  yellow  with  half  inch  border  of  white. 

3  PROVERB  (Ferguson  71)  48"  late  very  dark  blue-purple  self;  yellow 
signal. 

1  REDWOOD  SUPREME  (Niswonger  79)  40"  mid  season;  standards  dark 
brown;  falls  orange,  edged  dark  brown. 

1  ROYAL  BELISE  (McCown  78)  36"  early  strong  purple  self;  small  yellow 
signal  veined  purple. 

3  RUFFLED  CANARY  (McCown  70)  36"  mid  season;  standards  white  with 
faint  yellow  lines;  falls  vivid  yellow  bordered  in  white. 

1  RUSSIAN  WHITE  (Niswonger  83)  48"  early  white  self  with  small  yellow 
signal. 

1  SNOW  HAWK  (Corlew  88)  48"  early-mid;  standards  snowy  white;  falls 
white,  gold  signal  spreading  almost  to  edge. 

16  SON  OF  SUN  (Wickenkamp  83)  45"  mid  season,  lightly  ruffled  bright 
yellow  self. 

3  SPICED  TEA  (Niswonger  84)  42"  mid  season;  standards  light  brown; 
falls  brithe  yellow,  light  brown  rim. 

2  SPRING  ISLAND  (Feruson  71)  38"  mid  and  rebloom;  standards  lav¬ 
ender-blue;  falls  yellow,  bordered  blue. 

1  SUNNY  DAY  (H  P  Sass  31 )  deep  yellow  self. 

1  TIGER  BLUES  (McCown  80)  48"  mid  season  medium  blue-lavender  self; 
yellow  signal  with  prominent  brown  veining. 

4  VINTAGE  YEAR  (Niswonger  80)  40"  mid  season;  standards  blue-purple; 
falls  purple;  yellow  signal. 

1  WREN’S  NEST  (Walker  78)  60"  early-mid;  rich  golden  yellow,  lightly 
veined  tan  on  falls;  tan  style  crest. 

In  addition  to  these  favorites,  over  two  hundred  spurias  were  being  grown  by 
those  in  attendance  at  the  meeting.  Some  were  growing  only  the  older 
spurias,  some  only  the  newest,  some  were  happily  growing  a  mix  of  old  and 
new. 

Why  not  try  your  hand  at  spurias  .  .  .  they  are  as  easy  or  easier  than  bearded 
irises  to  grow.  They  take  less  transplanting.  They  certainly  extend  the  bloom 
season,  and  after  all,  isn’t  that  why  we  grow  irises. 
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Iris  Time  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 

James  McWhirter  (California) 

I  can  remember  when  Don  and  I  first  became  interested  in  hybridizing 
irises,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  live  close  to  Larry  and  Frances  Gaulter. 
During  the  first  peak  season  that  we  shared  with  Larry  and  his  seedlings,  I 
asked  the  question,  “Why  do  you  make  more  than  one  pod  of  the  same  two 
irises?”  His  answer  was  that  there  is  not  enough  land  on  earth  to  grow  all  the 
possible  variations  of  a  single  cross.  This  was  so  hard  for  me  to  fathom,  but 
after  the  first  trip  to  Oregon,  I  began  to  get  the  idea  of  what  Larry  was  saying. 

Never  had  I  seen  so  many  irises,  and  I  began  to  understand  how  many 
refinements  a  hybridizer  must  look  for  in  the  seedling  beds.  That  is  why  it  is 
always  a  wonderful  experience  to  visit  the  Schreiners’  and  Cooleys’  gardens 
during  bloom  season. 

Here  one  sees  acres  and  acres  of  irises  in  glorious  bloom.  There  are  so 
many  ways  to  approach  taking  all  of  this  in,  and  it  took  me  several  visits  to  get 
organized  in  a  manner  so  the  time  was  well  spent.  Instead  of  stopping  to  look 
at  one  flower  and  looking  at  another  out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye  at  the  same 
time,  I  have  learned  to  concentrate  on  one.  In  the  past,  I  would  misplace  my 
notes  later,  and  both  flowers  would  be  lost. 

Whether  you  are  an  irisarian,  a  judge,  a  hybridizer,  or  all  three,  seeing  the 
bloom  at  these  two  gardens  is  an  experience  that  will  benefit  you  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  From  an  irisarian’s  point  of  view,  you  get  a  chance  to  view  more 
irises  in  bloom  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world,  to  see  the  newest  things 
available,  and  to  see  mass  plantings  of  your  favorite  varieties.  The  same 
applies  if  you  are  a  judge,  forthere  is  no  better  place  to  really  see  how  varieties 
are  performing,  other  than  in  your  own  garden.  For  the  hybridizer,  he  or  she 
can  study  the  vast  possibilities  available  today  from  the  re-select  beds.  While 
you  may  not  be  working  in  the  same  color  class,  the  experience  is  invaluable 
just  to  see  so  many  seedlings.  Some  may  say  that  this  would  be  discouraging 
to  the  back  yard  hybridizer,  but  it  is  just  the  opposite,  for  you  will  find  a  way  to 
plant  more  and  more  seedlings  every  year. 

The  1988  trip  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  ever.  Our  group  arrived  at  peak 
bloom  for  both  gardens,  and  the  two  days  were  filled  with  gorgeous  bloom 
and  the  comments  that  follow  are  about  what  we  found  to  be  outstanding. 

LOOP  THE  LOOP  (Schreiner  75)  Although  an  older  variety,  this  tall,  clean, 
purple  and  white  plicata  can  still  hold  its  place  in  the  garden.  In  a  two  year 
clump,  there  were  27  bloom  stalks,  all  consistently  tall  and  well  branched.  An 
outstanding  plicata. 

AMY  CATHYRN  (Gaulter  88)  A  worthy  descendant  of  Irene  Nelson  in  soft 
tones  of  blue  violet.  Striking  tangerine  beards  and  perfect  branching,  the 
signature  of  all  Gaulter  irises. 

FINAL  COUNTDOWN  (R.  Ernst  88)  A  soft  amoena  with  pale  white  stan¬ 
dards  and  sky  blue  falls.  Here  we  have  a  new  amoena  with  shades  of  blue  and 
white  that  are  different,  and  flower  form  is  perfection. 
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SKATING  PARTY  (Gaulter  83)  Whites  are  difficult  to  be  improved  upon,  but 
the  garden  clump  effect  of  this  one  is  outstanding.  In  the  two  year  clump,  it 
had  36  bloom  stalks,  55  open  flowers  of  pure  clean  white,  and  the  traditional 
Gaulter  trademarks:  good  form  and  excellent  branching. 

GAULTER  SEEDLING  L83-1.  A  rewarding  advancement  toward  the  true 
spectrum  blue  iris.  What  a  pleasing  color  shade  of  blue  with  no  purple 
influence  present.  WATCH  FOR  THIS  ONE. 

LAVENDER  LUCK  (R.  Ernst  88)  Truly  a  beautiful  new  shade  of  lavender  with 
form  and  lots  of  personality.  Though  soft  in  color,  it  will  garner  attention  in  the 
garden. 

NIGHT  AFFAIR  (Luihn  82)  A  bold  addition  to  the  purple  class  with  strong, 
well  balanced  stems  and  large,  nicely  formed  flowers.  It  provides  the  total 
plant  effect  in  the  garden. 

HOT  LINE  (Schreiners  81)  If  it’s  color  and  excitement  you  are  looking  for, 
look  no  more!  Truly,  it  stops  you  instantly.  Deep  gold  coloring  with  amber  hafts 
that  set  this  iris  apart  from  all  others. 

EDGE  OF  WINTER  (Schreiners  83)  Of  all  the  irises  seen  on  this  trip,  this 
would  have  to  be  rated  number  one  in  both  performance  and  beauty.  In  one 
planting,  the  plants  consistently  produced  bloom  stalks  with  four  open 
flowers,  perfectly  branched,  showing  the  misty  blue  standards  over  soft  blue 
and  white  falls.  The  effect  kept  you  looking  much  longer  than  you  normally  do 
when  touring  a  garden — outstanding. 

EASTERTIME  (Schreiners  80)  If  you  have  never  grown  this  lovely  iris,  wait  no 
longer — a  carved  perfection  in  orange-yellow.  The  flowers  have  so  much 
substance  you  can  easily  tell  they  will  give  a  long  period  of  bloom,  and  the 
form  of  the  flowers  has  not  been  surpassed. 

STARCREST  (Schreiners  83).  This  tall  orchid-lavender  beauty  with  attrac¬ 
tive  tangerine  beards  will  add  beauty,  charm  and  grace  to  your  garden.  It 
produces  many  bloom  stalks  that  reinforce  the  beauty  and  top  quality  of  this 
variety. 

CRYSTAL  GLITTERS  (Schreiners  85)  Apricot  and  peach  coloring,  set  off  by 
orange  beards  and  beautiful  form,  make  this  an  excellent  garden  variety.  Also 
notable,  if  you  look  for  varieties  for  the  show  bench,  is  the  fact  that  this  is  a  sure 
winner. 

SCHREINERS  SEEDLING  W  440-A  Every  iris  season  I  usually  find  a  seed¬ 
ling  that  most  excites  me.  For  1 988,  this  is  it;  the  most  clear,  beautiful  shade  of 
spectrum  blue.  Large  ruffled  flowers  are  well  spaced  on  their  stems.  This 
shade  of  blue  is  long  awaited  in  this  difficult  color  class. 

HONKY  TONK  BLUES  (Schreiners  88)  Shaded  tones  of  blue  applied  on  a 
lighter  blue  background  with  ruffles  and  style.  The  deep  blue  beards  add 
class.  The  standards  are  lightly  held  over  the  blended  blue  falls  and  the  total 
effect  makes  this  iris  the  number  one  Schreiner  introduction  for  1988. 

THRILLER  (Schreiners  88)  Is  there  a  perfect  iris?  Probably  not,  but  Thriller 
comes  very  close.  Claret-wine  in  color,  with  deep  purple  beards,  the  flowers 
are  placed  on  perfectly  branched  stalks.  The  total  effect  is  outstanding  as 
three  to  four  flowers  open  consistently  on  every  stem,  and  the  refined  ruffles 
make  this  iris  nearly  perfect.  Truly  thrilling  to  see. 
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BEST  BET  (Schreiner  88)  As  the  neglecta  class  is  among  my  favorite  color 
groupings,  I  was  thrilled  to  see  Best  Bet.  A  large  and  imposing  flower,  it  has  a 
rich  sheen  on  the  falls.  The  wintry  blue  tones  of  the  standards  and  the  dark 
blue  beards  add  to  the  sheen  of  the  dark  blue  violet  falls.  This  will  go  to  the  top 
of  the  neglecta  class.  Very  sturdy  garden  habits  make  this  a  very  good  bet! 

TRACY  TYRENE  (R.  Ernst  88)  A  large,  lacy  flower  with  most  unusual 
colorings.  The  standards  are  lemon  yellow  and  the  falls  are  an  exciting  blend 
of  blues  and  purples  and  even  magenta.  New  breeding  ideas  came  to  mind 
upon  seeing  this  new  iris. 

By  no  means  have  I  mentioned  all  that  should  be  mentioned,  but  time  and 
my  memory  are  short.  It  was  a  great  trip;  a  trip  that  all  irisarians  should  make. 


Members  of  the 
BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY 

Send  Greetings  and  a  Warm  Welcome  to 
our  American  friends 

Join  BIS  and  you  will  receive  our  super  YEAR 
BOOR  and  an  exciting  seed  distribution  list. 

For  details  please  write  to: 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Wise 
Hon.  Membership  Secretary 
197  The  Parkway 
Iver  Heath,  Iver 
Bucks  SLO  ORQ 
England 
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Vouth  Views 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


New  Year  -  New  Adventure 

Happy  New  Year!  The  start  of  a  new  year  is  a  good  time  to  embark  on  new 
adventures.  New  iris  adventures  might  include  visiting  new  gardens,  growing 
a  class  of  irises  new  to  you,  entering  an  iris  show  for  the  first  time,  or  attending 
an  iris  convention.  Perhaps  the  greatest  iris  adventure  you  can  take  is  to  start 
hybridizing.  Waiting  for  that  first  blossom  on  a  new  seedling  to  unfold  adds  an 
extra  level  of  excitement  to  each  spring. 

If  you’d  like  to  try  hybridizing,  there  is  an  AIS  member  who  would  be  glad  to 
give  any  youth  member  a  headstart.  Charles  Jenkins  has  a  Ph.D.  in  genetics 
and  has  made  many  crosses  to  study  genetic  relationships.  Dr.  Jenkins  has 
generously  offered  to  donate  50  seeds  each  from  three  different  controlled 
crosses  and  200  seeds  from  open  pollination  that  have  the  potential  of  some 
character.  This  applies  to  spuria,  PCN,  or  tall  bearded  irises.  He  was  inspired 
to  make  this  offer  after  reading  Audrey  Machulak’s  article,  “100  Years  of 
Hybridizing,”  in  the  July  ’88  Bulletin.  That  article  points  out  that  it  is  a  good 
idea  for  anyone  starting  out  in  hybridizing  to  have  a  specific  goal  in  mind. 

Winter  is  the  perfect  time  to  ponder  what  those  hybridizing  goals  will  be.  Dr. 
Jenkins  offers  these  examples  of  specific  goals: 

“In  spurias  you  may  wish  to  concentrate  on  dwarfs,  specific  colors,  wide 
falls,  or  crosses  involving  Lenkoran,  the  variety  by  Dr.  Rodionenko  from 
Leningrad  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

For  PCN’s  you  may  wish  to  develop  varieties  with  ruffled  flowers,  numerous 
buds,  or  with  an  extremely  vigorous  growth  habit. 

Most  of  my  crosses  in  tall  bearded  irises  are  designed  to  give  reblooming 
varieties.  There  should  be  variations  in  color,  degree  of  ruffling,  laciness  or 
rust  resistance.” 

Send  your  ideas  for  hybridizing  goals,  along  with  500  in  stamps  for  each  iris 
type  desired,  to:  Charles  Jenkins;  418  A  Cayuga  St;  Salinas,  CA  93901.  Dr. 
Jenkins  is  looking  forward  to  helping  as  much  as  possible  anyone  who  takes 
up  his  offer  and  hopes  it  may  be  the  beginning  of  an  interesting  contribution  to 
iris  improvement. 

Why  not  make  1989  the  start  of  your  iris  hybridizing  adventure? 
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Loomis  Test  Gardens 

Shelly  Moller  (Colorado) 

The  newly  created  High  Altitude  Test  Gardens  has  completed  the  first  year 
of  planting.  The  garden  is  located  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  new  East  Library  and  is  sponsored  by  the  Elmohr  Iris  Society 
with  the  intent  to  benefit  hybridizers  from  around  the  nation.  In  January,  a 
video  was  produced  and  mailed  to  all  RVPs  telling  the  plans  for  this  test 
garden.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  Elmohr  Iris  Society  that  all  hybridizers  get  a 
chance  to  send  guest  irises. 

All  irises  sent  to  this  garden  are  to  be  guests  for  a  total  of  three  years.  During 
this  three  year  stay,  every  iris  will  be  point  scored  according  to  the  AIS  Judges 
Handbook.  The  results  of  the  point  scoring  will  be  mailed  to  the  participating 
hybridizers.  Any  comments  the  judges  have  on  the  irises  will  also  be  in¬ 
cluded.  An  award  will  be  presented  to  the  iris  scoring  the  highest.  Other 
awards  will  be  given  to  the  irises  that  the  judges  feel  show  new  advancements 
in  iris  qualities.  Irises  in  this  garden  can  be  registered  or  seedlings,  but  all 
qualify  for  awards. 

The  Elmohr  Iris  Society  plans  to  make  a  video  every  year,  showing  the 
outstanding  irises  on  display.  All  iris  societies  can  request  a  copy  of  this  video 
which  can  be  used  at  meetings. 

This  year,  182  guest  irises  were  donated  from  twenty-four  hybridizers  from 
across  the  county.  Out  of  the  182  guest  irises,  83  are  seedlings.  Most  of  the 
donations  are  TBs,  but  we  also  have  some  SDBs,  IBs,  and  BBs.  Many  well 
known  hybridizers  have  participated,  but  we  have  also  attracted  some 
hybridizers  who  might  not  be  known  outside  their  region.  This  is  one  of  the 
goals  of  the  garden,  to  help  bring  attention  and  recognition  to  many 
hybridizers. 

Since  this  was  the  first  year  for  this  garden,  we  are  really  excited  about  the 
participation.  The  garden  is  scheduled  to  expand  during  the  next  two  years  to 
a  total  size  of  about  1400  irises.  We  have  also  planted  displays  of  Dykes 
Medal  winners,  species  irises  (donated  by  the  Denver  Botanic  Garden), 
Historic  irises  hybridized  before  1 900  (donated  by  members  of  the  Historical 
Iris  Preservation  Society),  and  a  display  of  irises  hybridized  by  Dr.  Loomis. 
This  means  that  we  have  room  for  about  400  test  irises  each  year.  To  donate 
irises,  send  donations  to  Mike  Moller,  3455  Vallejo  Court,  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80918. 

Many  of  the  irises  donated  this  year  are  rebloomers.  In  the  Pikes  Peak  area, 
we  seldom  have  a  fall  bloom  of  any  kind.  Many  of  our  iris  growers  have 
recently  purchased  rebloomers  in  hopes  of  a  fall  bloom  season.  One  dona¬ 
tion  received  was  a  seedling  C-52-3  RE  from  Monty  Byers.  This  iris  has 
already  bloomed  during  the  month  of  September,  just  eight  weeks  after  being 
planted. 

Bloom  season  for  tall  bearded  irises  in  the  Colorado  Springs  area  is  usually 
June  1-15. 
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THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  CONDENSED 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30, 1988 

CASH  IN  BANK,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1987 
Operating  Funds  81,683 

Restricted  Funds  90,871 

INCOME  10-1-87  to  9-30-88 
EXPENSE  10-1-87  to  9-30-88 


172,554 

136,016 

-125,695  182,875 


CASH  IN  BANK,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1988 
Operating  Funds 
Restricted  Funds 


77,048 

106,827  182,875 


INCOME 


Membership  Dues  65,802 

Bulletin 


Advertising 

13,987 

Back  Issues 

652 

Other 

-4 

12,635 

Registrations 

Sales 

3,305 

AIS  Publications 

11,001 

Other  Books  &  Mdse. 

7,736 

18,737 

Committees 

9,389 

Sections  Dues 

5,668 

Gifts 

6,114 

Earned  Interest 

11,261 

Other 

EXPENSE 

2,105 

Bulletin 

56,952 

Secretary 

1,302 

Membership  Secretary 

10,205 

Registrar 

Sales  Director 

4,449 

AIS  Publications 

3,689 

Other  Books  &  Mdse. 

8,371 

General  Expense 

2,467 

14,527 

Other  Officers 

1,002 

Committees 

19,853 

RVP  Expense 

551 

Section  Dues 

5,137 

Accounting  &  Insurance 

&,043 

Other 

4,673 

Authorized  Salaried  Personnel 

Advertising  Editor 

3,000 

Editor 

2,400 

Membership  Secretary 

2,400 

Registrar-Recorder 

3,000 

136,016 


125,695 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Present 
For  1989 


TENNISON  RIDGE*  (Jim  Begley)  $30.00 

*And  it  reblooms,  too! 


Please  order  from  this  ad  and  send  50tf  for  catalog. 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

11314  Randolph  Road  Wilton,  Calif.  95693 

916-687-6134 
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Introducing  in  1989 


ROSAR1TA 


(Laredo  X  Queen  in  Calico) 


$30.00 


Please  see  advertisement  on  page  81 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  BOX  8173  STOCKTON,  CA  95208 
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Growing  Bearded  Irises  in  the 
Eastern  Seaboard-South 

Everette  Lineberger  (South  Carolina) 

After  having  grown  irises  in  South  Carolina  for  the  past  thirty-three  years,  the 
only  thing  I  can  say  with  any  degree  of  authority  is  that  I  am  still  learning.  Just 
when  I  feel  I  have  figured  out  the  very  best  cultural  practices,  I  discover 
something  which  works  better.  The  most  help  I  have  received  has  been  from 
the  pages  of  the  AIS  BULLETIN  where  irisarians  from  other  regions  have 
shared  their  experiences. 

This  article  deals  with  growing  bearded  irises  in  the  “eastern  seaboard- 
south.”  That  covers  a  big  area  with  quite  a  variation  in  soil  types  and  climatic 
conditions.  Since  my  experience  has  been  limited  to  the  Charleston  area  and 
the  piedmont  area  of  South  Carolina,  I  can  only  write  about  my  experiences 
there.  We  live  within  thirty  minutes’  drive  from  the  North  Carolina  mountains 
and  an  hour  and  a  half  drive  from  the  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  area  where 
the  soil  and  weather  are  considerably  different  from  ours — to  say  nothing  of 
the  lower  part  of  Florida  where,  I  am  told,  bearded  irises  cannot  be  grown  at 
all.  Incidentally,  our  soil  is  basically  red  clay  and  our  low  temperatures  in  the 
wintertime  usually  run  between  twenty  and  thirty  degrees. 

In  our  particular  area,  the  bearded  irises  do  best  if  planted  around  August 
1  -1 5.  By  that  time  they  have  had  a  resting  period  following  the  bloom  season, 
and  some  of  the  hot  summer  weather  is  behind  us.  It  is  difficult  to  get  them 
through  the  summer  if  they  are  planted  earlier.  This  also  allows  the  new  growth 
buds  time  to  appear  on  the  “mother”  rhizome  so  it  can  be  determined 
whether  to  keep  and  replant  such  a  rhizome  from  an  expensive  variety,  it  is 
best  to  let  the  irises  “cure”  a  week  or  so  before  replanting.  My  irises  are 
divided  every  two  years  in  order  to  get  maximum  bloom  and  rhizome  develop¬ 
ment.  I  would  definitely  recommend  going  no  longer  than  three  years  without 
dividing. 

I  believe  that  the  ideal  fertilizer  for  our  area  is  5-20-10,  but  since  that 
formulation  is  not  available,  I  use  5-10-10  with  a  little  triple  phosphate  (0-46-0) 
added.  Sometimes,  I  also  till  into  the  soil,  while  preparing  the  bed,  some 
rotted  horse  manure  which  I  obtain  free  from  our  next  door  neighbor.  In  the 
past,  I  have  fumigated  the  soil  with  methyl  bromide  but  gave  that  up  three  or 
four  years  ago  because  of  the  time  and  trouble  involved  weighed  against  the 
results  achieved.  It’s  a  good  practice  for  those  who  have  the  time  to  do  it.  I 
fertilize  twice  each  year — about  March  1  and  August  1 . 

I  try  to  maintain  my  soil  pH  at  about  6.5. 1  am  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  many 
persons  recommend  a  more  alkaline  soil  for  bearded  irises,  but  I  have  found 
that  the  more  acidic  soil  seems  to  help  keep  bacterial  soft  rot  in  check.  If  you 
are  not  plagued  with  disease,  you  will  probably  find  that  irises  will  tolerate 
quite  a  variation  in  pH  level. 

A  few  years  ago,  I  began  planting  my  irises  on  ridges  to  insure  adequate 
drainage.  This  has  dramtically  reduced  the  incidence  of  both  bacterial  soft  rot 
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and  mustard  seed  fungus,  the  two  diseases  which  must  constantly  be  fought 
in  our  area.  Good  drainage  and  exposure  to  sunlight  are  the  best  bacterial  rot 
preventives,  I  have  found.  Treating  the  soil  with  75%  Terraclor  when  planting 
and  using  a  Terraclor  spray  around  the  base  of  the  plants  in  late  June  and  July 
are  the  best  preventives  I  have  found  for  mustard  seed  fungus.  The  fungal  leaf 
spot  preventive  I  use  is  Benelate  (benomyl),  applied  at  two-week  intervals 
three  times  in  the  spring  before  the  bloom  season.  My  advice  is  to  use 
preventive  measures  rather  than  waiting  until  the  problems  develop. 

To  control  insect  pests,  I  use  three  insecticide  sprays  in  the  spring,  applied 
the  same  time  as  the  fungus  preventive  sprays.  I  prefer  systemic  spray  like 
Isotox  or  Cygon  2E  (dimethoate).  The  generic  form  will  be  considerably  less 
expensive,  but  it  is  more  difficult  to  locate.  The  only  real  insect  problem  we 
have  is  the  iris  borer,  and  it  is  not  as  serious  as  in  some  other  areas  of  the 
country. 

In  the  past  I  have  experimented  with  mulch  for  bearded  irises.  I  have  found 
that  they  tolerate  our  winter  weather  very  well  without  mulch.  Our  temperature 
rarely  goes  below  ten  degrees,  but  it  has  been  as  low  as  - 10  degrees.  If  I 
were  using  mulch,  I  would  remove  it  about  March  1  to  keep  the  ground  from 
warming  up  too  quickly  in  the  spring,  resulting  in  new  leaves  being  killed  by 
late  freezes.  I  discontinued  using  mulch  because  I  kept  it  on  the  entire  year, 
and  I  found  I  had  much  more  rot  because  of  it. 

Irises  grow  very  well  in  our  area  of  the  South  with  a  minimum  of  effort.  A  little 
effort  will  result  in  our  having  irises  which  will  be  the  envy  of  our  neighbors. 
The  result  has  been  worth  the  extra  effort  for  me. 


EXHIBITION  COMMITTEE  REPORT 

FOR  1988 

This  year  the  weather  was  kinder  to  the  exhibitors  in  the  iris  shows  across 
the  nation.  There  were  six  cancellations  among  the  168  shows  approved. 
Three  shows  did  not  send  in  reports. 

While  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  Youth  Division  exhibitors,  there 
was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Educational  Division  exhibits,  several  of 
which  were  presented  by  youth  members.  Four  of  the  young  exhibitors  took 
their  Best  Specimen  won  in  the  Youth  Division  on  to  win  the  Best  Specimen  of 
the  Show  award.  The  youngsters  are  working  at  it.  Keep  it  up,  kids,  we  need 
the  competition. 

The  highest  number  of  shows  held  in  any  region  was  again  seventeen,  but 
reported  by  a  different  region.  Region  18  was  in  first  place  this  year,  followed 
by  Regions  14  with  16  shows  and  Region  17  with  15. 

Three  falls  shows  were  held.  Two  of  them  were  in  Region  4  and  one  in 
Region  14. 

The  Nelson  Award  undisputed  first  place  was  taken  by  MARY  FRANCES 
with  top  honors  in  four  shows.  Runners  up  with  three  shows  each,  were: 
BEVERLY  SILLS,  JOYCE  TERRY,  SONG  OF  NORWAY  and  TITAN’S  GLORY. 


57 


Ten  specimens  had  top  awards  in  two  shows,  among  them  two  IBs  and  a 
Louisiana  iris.  Best  Specimen  of  Show  was  also  awarded  to  species  in  four 
different  shows. 


AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  SHOWS— 1988 


SILVER  MEDAL  BRONZE  MEDAL  BEST  SPECIMEN  EXHIBITOR 


The  Whites  The  Moors 

Ken  Waite  Fred  Gadd 

John  &  Evelyn  White  Marty  Schafer/Jan  Sacks 

Warren  &  Marie  Hazelton  Steve  &  Mimi  Bell 

David&  Barbara  SchmiederMarty  Schafer/Jan  Sacks 

Greg  Schifferli  Anna  Rettig 

James  &  Lillian  Gristwood  John  &  Helen  Schueier 


PLACE  OF  SHOW 

REGION  1 

Auburn,  ME 
New  Haven,  CT 
Newtonville,  MA 
South  Paris,  ME 
Waltham,  MA 
REGION  2 
Buffalo,  NY 
Cicero,  NY 
REGION  3 
Dover,  DE 
Hanover,  PA 
Harrisburg,  PA 
Pittsburgh,  PA 
Wilmington,  DE 
York,  PA 
REGION  4 
Charlotte,  NC 
Easton,  MD 
Fredericksburg,  VA 
Greensboro,  NC 
Hendersonville,  NC 
Roanoke,  VA 
Towson,  MD 
Virginia  Beach,  VA 
Washington,  DC 
REGION  5 
Columbia,  SC 
Decatur,  GA 
Milledgeville,  GA 
Spartanburg,  SC 
Summerville,  SC 
REGION  6 
Akron,  OH 
Akron,  OH 
Cleveland,  OH 
Columbus,  OH 
Fort  Wayne,  IN 
Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
Indianapolis,  IN 
Lansing,  Ml 
Mansfield,  OH 
Marion,  IN 
Mio,  Ml 
Pontiac,  Ml 
Portage,  Ml 
Portage,  Ml 
REGION  7 
Bowling  Green,  KY 
Germantown,  TN 
Jackson,  TN 
Lebanon,  TN 
Lexington,  KY 
Louisville,  KY 
Memphis,  TN 
Murfreesboro,  TN 
Nashville,  TN 
REGION  8 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wl 
Madison,  Wl 
Milwaukee,  Wl 
Milwaukee,  Wl 
Roseville,  MN 


Betty  Unruh 
Sterling  Innerst 
Sara  Senft 
John  Baron 
Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 
Harold  Griffie 

Mrs.  Richard  Steele 
Mary  Etta  Brightman 
Michael  &  Ann  Lowe 
J.  D.  Stadler 
Walter  Hoover 
Vic  Layman 
Clarence  Mahan 
Ruth  Braun 
Diana  Nicholls 

Ted  M.  Lee 
Emily  Wheeler 
Thomas  M.  Goodwin 
John  Wood 
John  Wood 

Anthony  &  Dorothy  Willott 
Anthony  &  Dorothy  Willott 
Anthony  &  Dorothy  Willott 
Nina  Sams 
Roger  &  Lynda  Miller 
Fra-Mar  Gardens 
Douglas  Clarke 
Ruth  Esper 
Mrs.  Howard  Warrel 
Maxine  Wann 
Nelson  Yoder 
Shirley  Kinderman 
John  Coble 
Ensata  Gardens 

Mrs.  Garland  Ryan 
Lottie  Lough 
Sue  Ann  Barnes 
Mrs.  Inez  Turns 
Maynard  VanHorn 
Gladys  Buie 
Mrs.  Edna  Holt 
Roger  &  Dean  Daniel 
Jane  &  Jerry  Gifford 

Leslie  Kolitz 
Dan  Thurman 
Fred  Jahnke 
Fred  Jahnke 
Inge  Hempel 


Ellwood  Maltman 
Harold  Griffie 
Clarence  Mahan 
Robert  Loughry 
Mrs.  Richard  Kegerise 
Clarence  Mahan 

B.  J.  Brown 
Richard  Kleen 
Philip  Yowell 
Alice  Bouldin 
Joe  &  I.V.  Sommey 
Fred  Stephenson 
Diana  Nicholls 
Pat  Dawley 
Richard  Sparling 

Emily  Wheeler 
Harry  Turner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lee  Hicks 
Mrs.  Pat  Johnson 
Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 

Wilford  James 
Anthony  Szegedi 
Anthony  Szegedi 
Dorothy  Warrell 
Russell  Bruno 
Alice  Otter 
Doris  Winton 
Virginia  Maynard 
Joan  Sowers 
Douglas  Clarke 
Thelma  Sieland 
Hal  Stahly 
Duane  Darling 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Miller 

L.  A.  Ehrcke 
Larry  Browning 
James  G.  Petterson 
Jim  Bingham 
Mrs.  Margaret  Williams 
Bob  Strohman 
Mrs.  Cathie  Church 
Phillip  A.  Williams 
Regina  Crutchfield 

Norman  Frisch 
Carolee  Clay 
Sandra  Lemmer 
Francis  Rogers 
W.  G.  Sindt 


I.  forrestii 

Ain’t  She  Sweet  (IB) 
Swirling  Waves  (JA) 
Triple  Touch  (SDB) 

I.  setosa  alba 

Colortrak 
Warbler  (MTB) 

Lemon  Mist 
Tucson 

Snowy  Hills  (JA) 
Spinning  Wheel 
Butter  Girl  (BB) 

Missy  Yorktowne 

Loudon  Charmer 
Copper  Classic 
Celestial  Dream  (BB) 
Blue  Duke  (LA) 

Persian  Berry 
Everything  Plus 
Hegira  (JA) 

Lace  Jabot 
Iris  Bohnsack  (BB) 

Charmed  Circle 
Late  Report 
Queen  in  Calico 
Ron 

Raspberry  Rimmed  (JA) 

Chubby  Cheeks  (SDB) 
Dusky  Challenger 
Joyce  Terry 
Going  My  Way 
Bhutan  Glory  (MTB) 
Beverly  Sills 
Sapphire  Hills 
Edge  of  Winter 
Eastertime 
Wild  Card 
Cranberry  Ice 
Camelot  Rose 
Titan’s  Glory 
Royal  Game  (JA) 

Jewelled  Starlight 
Turbulence 
Frosty  Jewels 
Ice  Sculpture 
Bengal  Tiger 
Bayberry  Candle 
Phoenix 
Titan’s  Glory 
Gay  Parasol 

Acclamation 

Matinata 

Maya  Mist  (MDB) 

Paris  Original 
Snow  Cherries  (IB) 


The  Hazeltons 
Walter  Kotyk 
Marty  Schafer/Jan  Sacks 
Warren  &  Marie  Hazelton 
Helga  Andrews 

Greg  Schifferli 
John  &  Helen  Schueier 

Ellwood  Maltman 
Robert  J.  Staub 
Sara  Senft 
George  Gerhardt 
Mrs.  Grant  Kegerise 
Sterling  Innerst 

Fran  Cline  (Mrs.  David) 
John  L.  Vincent 
Michael  &  Anne  Lowe 
Wyatt  Lefevre 
Isabelle  Nix 
Vic  Layman 
Clarence  Mahan 
Ruth  Braun 
Richard  Sparling 

Tiffany  Johnson* 

Paulette  &  Thom  Trail 
Kathryn  Yarrington 
Mrs.  Pat  Johnson 
Mrs.  Wells  E.  Burton 

Anthony  &  Dorothy  Willott 
Wilford  James 
Anthony  Szegedi 
Don  Saurers 
Russell  Bruno 
Alice  Otter 
Rosalie  Stam 
Ruth  Esper 
Henry  D.  Vent 
Maxine  Wann 
Nelson  Yoder 
Debby  Zook 
John  Coble 
Ensata  Gardens 

James  Bingham 
Pat  Sharp 
Sue  Ann  Barnes 
Jim  Bingham 
Mark  Cook 
June  F.  Richards 
Raymond  Miller 
Jerry  &  Jane  Gifford 
Jerry  &  Jane  Gifford 

Norman  Frisch 
Fred  Liss 
Audrey  Machulak 
Francis  Rogers 
Inge  Hempel 
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PLACE  OF  SHOW 

REGION  9 

Fairview  Heights,  IL 
Freeport,  IL 
Glencoe,  IL 
Lombard,  IL 
Lombard,  IL 
Urbana,  IL 
REGION  10 
Lafayette,  LA 
REGION  11 
Missoula,  MT 
REGION  12 
Layton,  UT 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
REGION  13 
Portland,  OR 
Portland,  OR 
Portland,  OR 
Richland,  WA 
Seattle,  WA 
Tacoma,  WA 
Walla  Walla,  WA 
REGION  14 
Chico,  CA 
Fresno,  CA 
Garberville,  CA 
Hanford,  CA 
Las  Vegas,  NV 
Los  Altos,  CA 
Newark,  CA 
Oakland,  CA 
Redding,  CA 
Redding,  CA 
Sacramento,  CA 
Santa  Rosa,  CA 
Ukiah,  CA 
Visalia,  CA 
Walnut  Creek,  CA 
REGION  15 
Arcadia,  CA 
Phoenix,  AZ 
Riverside,  CA 
San  Diego,  CA 
Tucson,  AZ 
Woodland  Hills,  CA 
REGION  17 
Amarillo,  TX 
Belton,  TX 
Bonham,  TX 
Dallas,  TX 
El  Paso,  TX 
Fort  Worth,  TX 
Fort  Worth,  TX 
Lubbock,  TX 
Midland,  TX 
New  Braunfels,  TX 
Odessa,  TX 
Quanah,  TX 
Sherman,  TX 
Sherman,  TX 
Waco,  TX 
REGION  18 
DeSoto,  MO 
DeSoto,  MO 
Dodge  City,  MO 
Florissant,  MO 
Florissant,  MO 
Garden  City,  MO 
Garden  City,  MO 
Hutchinson,  KS 
Jefferson  City,  MO 
Joplin,  MO 
Parsons,  KS 
St.  Charles,  MO 
St.  Louis,  MO 
Selden,  KS 
Washington,  MO 
Wichita,  KS 
Wichita,  KS 
REGION  19 
Princeton,  NJ 


SILVER  MEDAL 


Sheldon  Butt 
Karl  Jensen 
Russel  A.  Hintz 
Russell  Bruno 
Charles  Simon 
Jerry  &  Melody  Wilhoit 

Rusty  Ostheimer 

Ronn  Dunn 

Ora  Burton 
Paul  Smith 
Larene  Done 

Wava  Ludi 
Kay  Ludi 
Joanne  Derr 
Lyle  E.  Fort 
Debby  Cole 
Alan  Brooks 
Billie  Johnson 


George  Sherman 
Julius  Riedel 
Cal-Dixie  Iris  Garden 
William  Barr 
Alex  Britain 
Pete  DeSantis 

Kenneth  Mazurek 
Mrs.  Doyle  Gray 
Leon  Wolford 
Doelors  P.  Byrne 
Luella  Danielson 
Sharon  Bartlett 
William  Powell 
Ramona  Howard 
Debbie  Strauss 
Dr.  W.  Clyde  Ikins 
Jim  &  Sue  Keefe 
Ruth  Janes 
Helen  Hicks 
Charles  Brown 
Hazel  Haik 

Frances  Boyd 
Frances  Boyd 
Bob  Preston 
Roy  Bohrer 
Sheldon  Butt 
Wanda  Smith 
Dale  Smith 
Saundra  Grimm 
Sheldon  Butt 
Lee  Robbins 
Lee  Robbins 
Vince  Bitzer 
Don  Delmez 
Louise  Bland 
Mary  Ferguson 
Wayne  Hinderliter 
Dorothy  Dickson 

Chun  Fan 


BRONZE  MEDAL 


Orville  &  Lu  Dickhaut 
Richard  Fruend 
Tim  Meier 
Marge  Hagberg 
Sylvia  Smith 
Steve  Varner 

Dorman  Haymon 

Bob  &  Billie  Gray 

Cathy  H.  Reed 
Larene  Done 
D.  C.  Anderson 

Joanne  Derr 
Joanne  Derr 
Kay  Ludi 
Trudy  Jones 
MayBeth  Presley 
Al  Lind  (Mrs.  Ted) 
Meda  Stiles 


Pete  DeSantis 
Charlene  Errigo 
Olen  Joe  Daugherty 
Bob  Brooks 
Leslie  Follett 
Myrna  Hood 

Earl  Simpson 
Fadine  Hanna 
Josephine  King 
Herb  Sproals 
Ed  Knoblauch 
William  Powell 
Peggy  Williams 
Robert  E.  Beall 
Janet  Newton 
Mrs.  R.  M.  Cooper 
Debbie  Strauss 
Jackie  Parker 
Charles  L.  Brown 
Randolph  &  Milly  Hall 
Carolyn  Newman 

Carla  Steinkoetter 
Lola  Reynolds 
Marilynne  VenJohn 
Jim  Morris 
Jim  Morris 
Keith  Fillmore 
Bob  Jeffries 
Blanche  Coleman 
Eric  Tankesley-Clarke 
Bill  Chapman 
Bill  Chapman 
Roy  Bohrer 
Ralph  Dierkes 
Irma  Torrey 
Linda  &  Bob  Koch 
Betty  Jean  Bowlin 
Betty  Richwine 

Franklin  G.  Carr 


BEST  SPECIMEN 


Shawnee  Whisper 
Going  My  Way 
I.  setosa 

Mary’s  Lamb  (SDB) 
Beverly  Sills 
Silver  Years 


Waltzing  Princess 

Dazzling  Gold 
Butter  Pecan  (IB) 

Gift  of  Dreams 

Azure  Gem  (SDB) 

Kilt  Lilt 

Holden  Clough  (Hybrid) 
Mary  Frances 
Titan’s  Glory 
Spinning  Wheel 
Song  of  Noway 


Flower  Show 
Lavender  Lemon  (AB) 
Perfect  Interlude 
Exquisite  Lady  (LA) 
Pacific  Peach 
Royal  Kingdom 

Genetic  Artist  (AB) 
Dream  World 
Silverado 
Super  Manuel 
Veiled  Intruder  (AB) 
Preferred  Stock 
Muted  Melody 
Capricious 
Starcrest 
Leda's  Lover 
Margaret  Hunter  (LA) 
Stepping  Out 
Flamenco 
Eastertime 
Idol’s  Dream 

Avanelle  (IB) 

Modern  Classic 
Mary  Frances 
Rare  Edition  (IB) 
Bishop’s  Pawn  (Sib) 
Honey  Glazed  (IB) 
Paris  Original 
Spartan 
Nancy  Butterfly 
Mary  Frances 
Honey  Glazed  (IB) 
Cool  Retreat 
Haremanshiki  (JA) 
Lucky  Number 
Dutch  Girl 
Rare  Edition  (IB) 
Dover  Beach 


EXHIBITOR 


Steve  Poole 
Karl  Jensen 
Russel  A.  Hintz 
Marvin  A.  Shoup 
George  Russell 
Jerry  &  Melody  Wilhoit 

Dorman  Haymon 


Joanne  Derr 
Roberta  Chaffe 
Joanne  Derr 
Lyle  Earl  Fort 
MayBeth  Presley 
Ruby  Glasser 
Lyle  Fort 


George  Sherman 
Larry  Johnsen 
Cal-Dixie  Iris  Garden 
Archie  Owen 
Julius  Riedel 
Peggy  Carpenter 

Kenneth  Mazurek 
Fadine  Hanna 
Leon  Wolford 
Bill  Powell 

Floyd  &  Helen  Stopani 
B.  F.  Christenson 
Charles  Hunter 
Ocie  Patton 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Mills 
Mrs.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Allen 
Jim  &  Sue  Keefe 
Wanda  Lou  Milligan 
Jan  Montgomery 
Charles  Brown 
Mae  Burt 

Frances  Boyd 
Lola  Reynolds 
Marilynne  VenJohn 
Ann  &  Riley  Probst 
Dale  Johnson 
Brandon  Smith* 
Frances  Ttomchak 
Blanche  Coleman 
Sheldon  Butt 
Lee  Robbins 
Lee  Robbins 
Ann  &  Riley  Probst 
Don  Delmez 
Louise  Bland 
Lillian  Schultz 
Wayne  Hinderliter 
Betty  Jean  Bowlin 

Franklin  G.  Carr 


Desert  Echo 


J.  F.  Coon 
Bill  Tyson 
Sue  Tosten 
Delores  Bates 
Berkeley  Hunt 
Lois  Belardi 
Gigi  Hall 

ALL 

J.  F.  Coon 
Gracie  Brown 
Walt  &  Alene  Dean 

Hal  Mattos 

Robert  &  Evodia  Primer 
Delores  Bates 
Gigi  Hall 


Cloudia  Owen 
Delores  Bates 
Betty  Thomas 
Ed  Matheny 
Helen  Cochran 
Manley  Osborne 
Joe  Ghio 

SEEDLING  SHOW  (No 
Cloudia  Owen 
Georgia  Maxim 
Dwight  Lee 
Colin  Rigby 
Bruce  &  Kitty  Loberg 
Ed  Matheny  III 
Alan  Robbins 


Roman  Girl 
Gloria  Dee  (AB) 

Cup  Race 
Song  of  Noway 
Golden  Dynasty 
Statuette  (BB) 

Clara  Goula  (LA 
awards  other  than  Exhibition 
Beverly  Sills 
Wild  Berry 
Rhett  (LA) 

Song  of  Noway 
Vanity 

Clara  Goula  (LA) 
Sapphire  Gem  (SDB) 


Bobby  Owen* 
Delores  Bates 
Betty  Thomas 
Richard  Holiday 
Helen  Cochran 
Lois  Belardi 
Gigi  Hall 
Certificates) 

Carole  Vossen 
Gracie  Brown 
Walt  &  Alene  Dean 
Florence  Brown 
Otha  Alexander 
John  Weiler 
Alan  Robbins 


Valera  (LA) 


Ronn  Dunn 

Larene  Done 
Ora  Burton 
Ray  Pulley 
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BRONZE  MEDAL  BEST  SPECIMEN  EXHIBITOR 


PLACE  OF  SHOW 

REGION  20 

Colorado  Springs,  CO 
Denver,  CO 
REGION  21 
Lincoln,  NE 
Norfolk,  NE 
Norfolk,  NE 
Omaha,  NE 

Scottsbluff,  NE 
Sioux  City,  IA 
REGION  22 
Altus,  OK 
Edmond,  OK 
Enid,  OK 
Hot  Springs,  AR 
Lawton,  OK 
Little  Rock,  AR 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 
Tulsa,  OK 
Tulsa,  OK 
REGION  23 
Albuquerque,  NM 
Albuquerque,  NM 
Albuquerque,  NM 
Hobbs,  NM 
Las  Cruces,  NM 
Roswell,  NM 
Santa  Fe,  NM 
REGION  24 
Arab,  AL 
Guntersville,  AL 
Huntsville,  AL 
Oneonta,  AL 


SILVER  MEDAL 


John  &  Jeri  Knudtson 
Harry  Kuesel 

Gene  Kalkwarf 
Don  Peterson 
Marjorie  Jansen 
Richard  Kohout 

Viola  Schreiner 
Evelyn  Meins 

Carmie  Allen 
Jim  Hawley 
Bill  Frass 
Susie  Smith 
Ruth  Simmons 
Doris  Boyles 
Loretta  Aaron 
Mrs.  Janelle  Babb 
Dean  &  Georgia  Brand 

Irene  Shockey 
Bonnie  Lowenstein 
Irene  Shockey 
Becky  Seigman 
Mamie  Myers 
Dr.  C.  M.  Eiffert 
Betty  Gonzales 

Mrs.  Carmen  Traylor 
Bill  &  Evelyn  Oates 
Jimmy  Burch 
Mrs.  Delois  Dunn 


Patricia  &  Donald  Morgan 
Joan  James 

Allan  Ensminger 
Marjorie  Jansen 
Bumble  Bee  Garden 
Jan  Frazee/Carolyn 
Smith  (tie) 

Shirley  Fauver 
Mary  Lutz 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Kobs 
Leigh  Ellis 
Dana  Wade 
Jim  Bledsoe 
Chris  Waltermire 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Butler 
Genevieve  Followill 
Dale  Satterwhite 
Dorothy  Howard 

Susan  Latimer 
John  Atlee 
Susan  Latimer 
Doug  Goodnight 
Maggie  &  Gene  Davis 
Dorothy  Cook 
Larry  Anaya 

Mrs.  Barton  Garner 

Eva  Garner 

Sue  McNeal 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Sloan  (Louise) 


On  Edge 
Sky  Sails 

Melody  Amour 
Wizard  of  ID  (SDB) 

I.  brevicaulis 
Presence 

Mt.  Olympus 
Latin  Lover 

Vanity 
Stylelite 
Mary  Frances 
Joyce  Terry 
Rancho  Rose 
New  Dimensions  (LA) 
Quick  Step 
Stepping  Out 
Peking  Summer 

Macedonia  (AB) 
Debbie  Rairdon 
El  Morado 
Freddie  Boy  (LA) 
Chickasaw  Sue  (BB) 
Joyce  Terry 
Epic 

Heather  Blush 
Jessie's  Song 
Cup  Race 
Columbia  Blue 


Patricia  &  Donald  Morgan 
Mike  McCarthy* 

Gene  Kalkwarf 
Don  Peterson 
Mary  Ferguson 
Roger  Mazur 

Shirley  Fauver 
John  L.  Winterringer 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Kobs 
Jim  Hawley 
Bill  Frass 
Jim  Bledsoe 
Joe  Norton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Butler 
Louise  Carson 
Larry  Penrod 
Dean  &  Georgia  Brand 

H.  G.  Shockey 
John  Atlee 
Howard  Shockey 
Sue  Keefe 
Maxine  Perkins 
Dorothy  Cook 
Larry  Anaya 

Katherine  Underwood 
John  Adkins 
Billy  Campbell 
Mrs.  Jack  Kearney  (Mary) 


FALL  SHOWS 


REGION  4 


Arlington,  VA 

Diana  Nichols 

Gladys  Lee 

1  Do 

Gladys  Lee 

High  Point,  NC 

REGION  14 

Diana  Nicholls 

Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 

Refined 

Diana  Nicholls 

Ukiah,  CA 

Monty  Byers 

Ben  Hager 

1  Bless  (IB) 

Monty  Byers 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  SHOWS— 1 988 


ARTISTIC 

ARTISTIC 

PLACE  OF  SHOW 

BEST  DESIGN 

SWEEPSTAKES 

BEST  DESIGN  YOUTH 

SWEEPSTAKES,  Youth 

REGION  1 

Auburn,  ME 

Alice  Yates 

Alice  Yates 

Lee  Elwell 

Newtonville,  MA 

Evelyn  White 

— 

South  Paris,  ME 

Alice  Yates 

Alice  Yates 

Waltham,  MA 

REGION  2 

Diane  Butler 

— 

Cicero,  NY 

REGION  3 

Lydia  Winter 

— 

Pittsburgh,  PA 

— 

Georgene  Albrecht 

Wilmington,  DE 

York,  PA 

Mrs.  William  Armstrong 
Nancy  Gentzler 

Barbara  Kidder 

REGION  4 

Washington,  DC 

REGION  5 

Joy  Peters 

Clara  M.  Herbert 

Columbia,  SC 

Willeen  Hook 

— 

Sims  Miller 

Decatur,  GA 

Kay  Fason 

— 

Milledgeville,  GA 

Joe  Scott  Watson 

Joe  Scott  Watson 

Danny  Watson 

Spartansburg,  SC 

REGION  6 

Marshall  Goforth 

Marshall  Goforth 

Marie  Goforth 

Akron,  OH 

Ruby  Clark 

Ruby  Clark 

Akron,  OH 

Ruby  Clark 

Ruby  Clark 

Cleveland,  OH 

Dorothy  Willott 

Antoinette  Repp 

Columbus,  OH 

Thelma  Grossman 

Thelma  Grossman 

Fort  Wayne,  IN 

Maxine  Wann 

Helen  Coble 

Grand  Rapids,  Ml 

Ruth  Levanduski 

Ruth  Levanduski 

Indianapolis,  IN 

Betty  Thomas 

?  Carson 

Lansing,  Ml 

Martha  Laing 

— 

Bryce  Hesterman 

Mansfield,  OH 

Martha  J.  Beal 

Martha  Beal/Linda  Applegate  (tie) 

Marion,  IN 

Betty  Thomas 

Hazel  Thompson 

Mio,  Ml 

Angela  Morgan 

Rosemary  Ross 

Sandi  Swartzendruber 
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Randy  Brown/Charlotte  Easter  (tie) 


REGION  7 

Bowling  Green,  KY 
Lebanon,  TN 
Memphis,  TN 
REGION  8 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wl 
Madison,  Wl 
Milwaukee,  Wl 
Milwaukee,  Wl 
Roseville,  MN 
REGION  9 
Freeport,  IL 
Glencoe,  IL 
Lombard,  IL 
Lombard,  IL 
REGION  10 
Lafayette,  LA 
REGION  12 
Layton,  UT 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT 
REGION  13 
Portland,  OR 
Portland,  OR 
Portland,  OR 
Richland,  WA 
Tacoma,  WA 
Walla  Walla,  WA 
REGION  14 
Fresno,  CA 
Garberville,  CA 
Hanford,  CA 
Las  Vegas,  NV 
Redding,  CA 
Ukiak,  CA 
Visalia,  CA 
REGION  15 
Arcadia,  CA 
Phoenix,  A Z 
Riverside,  CA 
San  Diego,  CA 
Tucson,  A Z 
Woodland,  CA 
REGION  17 
Dallas,  TX 
Fort  Worth,  TX 
Lubbock,  TX 
Midland,  TX 
New  Braunfels,  TX 
Sherman,  TX 
Sherman,  TX 
Waco,  TX 
REGION  18 
DeSoto,  MO 
DeSoto,  MO 
Florissant,  MO 
Florissant,  MO 
Garden  City,  KS 
Garden  City,  KS 
Hutchinson,  KS 
Jefferson  City,  MO 
Joplin,  MO 
Parsons,  KS 
St.  Charles,  MO 
St.  Louis,  MO 
Wichita,  KS 
Wichita,  KS 
REGION  20 
Colorado  Springs,  CO 
Denver,  CO 
REGION  21 
Lincoln,  NE 
Norfolk,  NE 
Norfolk,  NE 
Omaha,  NE 
Scottsbluff,  NE 
Sioux  City,  IA 
REGION  22 
Altus,  OK 
Edmond,  OK 

Enid,  OK 


Mrs.  Hal  Bryant 
Dottie  Allen 
Mrs.  Peter  C.  Libby 


Trudi  Theisen 
Lavone  Ney 
Judy  Newman 
Janice  Krahn 

Barbara  Williams 
Ruth  Collier 
William  Hessel 
Ada  Follett 

Lucille  Arcenaux 

Randy  Brown 
Cathy  Hagan  Reed 
Marguerite  Allen 

Laura  Moritz 
Laverne  Shelhamer 
Ruth  Jackson 
Johnnie  Mead 
Al  Lind  (Mrs.  Ted) 
Johnnie  Mead 

Kathleen  Del  Carlo 
Sue  Tosten 
June  Pope 
Virginia  Schick 
Gracie  Brown 
Margaret  Ridgeway 
George  Sutton 

Dorothy  Jean  Poelstra 
Clemence  Newcomb 
Irene  Benton 
Eleanor  McCown 
Charlotte  Clarke 
Sippin  Pappas 

Peggy  Lamb 
Betty  Conrad 
Lucinda  Morgan 
Mary  Newton 
Mrs.  Blanche  Peavey 
Ina  Warren 
Elizabeth  Gleckler 
Carolyn  Newman 

Dorothy  Jackson 
Lola  Reynolds 
Brad  Eilering 
Joan  Kellar 
Keith  Fillmore 
Betty  Langston 
Pat  Dixon 
Marsha  Richeson 
Myrl  Archer 
Mary  Lou  Chapman 
Ginni  Hill 
Sue  Delmez 
Betty  Jean  Bowlin 
Chris  Taggart 

June  Moore 
Fran  Wittgartner 


Don  Peterson 
Rosa  Brinegar 
Jean  Lorence 

Rosalie  Sanders 

Mrs.  Levy  Parr 
Karen  Hirsch 

Drue  Hillery 


Mrs.  Hal  Bryant 
Sara  Daves 


Carol  Boelter 

Lavone  Ney 
Lavone  Ney 
Janice  Krahn 

Francis  Brenner 
Carol  McClintock 
Henrietta  Marks 
Ada  Follett 


Charlotte  Easter 

Nancy  Miller 
Nancy  Miller 
Nancy  Miller 
Joan  Frazer 
Carole  Breedlove 
Johnnie  Mead 


June  Pope 

Gracie  Brown 
Ruby  Hulbert 


Maryann  Spurlock 
Clarice  Maben 
Irene  Benton 

Elsa  McLean 
Joan  Fredericks 

Peggy  Lamb 
Betty  Conrad 
Joe  Hearn 
Mary  Newton 


Dorothy  Jackson 
Lola  Reynolds 
Roy  Bohrer 

Betty  Langston 
Frances  Tomchak 
Pat  Dixon 
Marsha  Richeson 
Myrl  Archer 
Lucy  Pearce 
Ginni  Hill 
Vince  Italian 
Betty  Jean  Bowlin 
Chris  Taggart 

Yvonne  Burcky 
Fran  Wittgartner 

Sylvia  Tenapor 
Don  Peterson 
Larry  Harder 
Jean  Lorence 
Julie  Feil 
Rosalie  Sanders 

Mrs.  Levy  Parr 
Karen  Hirsch 

Drue  Hillery 


David  Ludi 


Victoria  Young 
Michele  Matheny 


Heather  Vance 


Julie  Walthall 
Tony  Cappadonna 


Caleb  Woods 
Tim  Smith 
Andy  Stout 

Josie  Gass 
Candi  Cooper 
Debbie  Italian 


Alyssa  Campbell  (tie) 
Beth  Bowman 


Sara  Derr 


Heather  Vance 


Julie  Walthall 
Tony  Cappadonna 


Tim  Smith 
Andy  Stout 

Candi  Cooper 


Alyssa  Campbell  (tie) 
Beth  Bowman 


Ina  Warren 

Elizabeth  Gleckler 

Carolyn  Newman/Hazel  Haik  (tie) 


Jessica  Knudtson  Jessica  Knudtson 


61 


Hot  Springs,  AR 
Lawton,  OK 
Little  Rock,  AR 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 
Tulsa,  OK 
REGION  23 
Albuquerque,  NM 
Hobbs,  NM 
Las  Cruces,  NM 
Roswell,  NM 
Santa  Fe,  NM 
REGION  24 
Guntersville,  AL 
Huntsville,  AL 
Oneonta,  AL 

YOUTH 

Place  of  Show 

REGION  4 

Easton,  MD 
Hendersonville,  NC 
REGION  5 
Columbia,  SC 
Milledgeville,  GA 
Spartansburg,  SC 
REGION  6 
Fort  Wayne,  IN 
Mansfield,  OH 
Mio,  Ml 
REGION  7 
Lexington,  KY 
REGION  9 
Urbana,  IL 
REGION  13 
Richland,  WA 

REGION  14 

Chico,  CA 
Fresno,  CA 
Hanford,  CA 
Phoenix,  AZ 
Ukiah,  CA 
Visalia,  CA 
REGION  17 
Midland,  TX 
REGION  18 
Garden  City  MO 
Garden  City,  MO 
Hutchinson,  KS 
Joplin,  MO 
St.  Charles,  MO 
Wichita,  KS 

Wichita,  KS 

REGION  20 

Colorado  Springs,  CO 
Denver,  CO 
REGION  22 
Edmond,  OK 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 
Tulsa,  OK 
Tulsa,  OK 
REGION  23 
Albuquerque,  NM 
Albuquerque,  NM 
Hobbs,  NM 
Santa  Fe,  NM 

REGION  24 

Arab,  AL 


Betty  Dreighton 
Nadine  Meek 
Heather  Wilson 
Louise  Carson 
Dorothy  Harris 

June  Ballog 
Montez  Bertram 
Nora  Crisp 
Elda  Keith 
Sylvia  Chavez 

Elizabeth  Haden 
Brenda  Weeks 
Mrs.  Dorothy  L.  Holmes 


Silver  Medal 
Youth 

Meade  Windsor 
Amanda  Neighbors 


Danny  Watson 
Kristin  Sherman 

Nathan  Miller 


Nickie  Gastineau 
Jason  Wilhoit 
Jaren  Brock  Fort 


Bobby  Owen 
? 

Michele  Matheny 
Tim  Miller 

Richard  Holady,  Jr. 

Shari  Seigman 

Kenneth  Smith 
Kenny  Smith 
Sherlyn  Bradley 


Justin  Evans,  Brandi 
Evans,  Roxane  Evans 
Justin  Evans  (tie) 
Brandi  Evans 

Ann  Knudtson 


Beth  Bowman 
Julie  Holmes 
Philip  Stonecipher,  Jr. 


Kelly  Doonan 
Kurt  Latimer 
Shari  Seigman 
Laurel  Bonnett 


Nicole  Ballew 


Tim  Hassel 
Louretta  Borsos 
Dottie  Boyles 
Genevieve  Followwill 


June  Ballog 
Elaine  Bartlett 
Nora  Crisp 
Dorothy  Cook 
Diana  DiPalma 

Elizabeth  Haden 
Brenda  Weeks 
Mrs.  Dorothy  L.  Holmes 


Bronze  Medal 
Youth 


Eric  Nelson 


Travis  Hicks 
Patrick  Sherman 

Kent  Miller 


Kris  Kirkwood 

Lana  Elaine  Fort  (tie) 
Britton  G.  C.  Fort 


Richard  Holaday 
John  Montgomery 


Michael  Cappadonna 

Tim  Smith 
Tim  Smith 


(3-way-tie)  — 


Bobby  Phillips 


Alyssa  Campbell 
Toby  Horton 


Catharine  Pagano 
Shannon  Latimer 
Chris  Seigman 
Eric  Boland  (tie) 
Kevin  Boland 

Patrick  Haga 


Brittany  Juergens 
Rosie  Stonecipher 

Catherine  Pagano 


Seamus  Collins 


Best  Specimen 
Youth 

Queen  Victoria 
Ann  Chowning  (LA) 

Charmed  Circle 
Closed  Circuit 
Beverly  Sills 

Evening  Velvet 
Piety 
Tide's  In 

Going  My  Way 

Windwood  Spring  (Sib) 

Pacific  Mist 


Roman  Girl 
San  Jose 
April  Hope 
Sea  Venture 
Superstition 
Superstition 

Broadway 

Honey  Glazed 
Al  Fresca 
Annikins  (IB) 

Gay  Parasol 
Yankee  Maid 
Bold  Type  (SDB) 

Navajo  Pride  (IB) 


Casbah 
Sky  Sails 

Kimberly 
Going  My  Way 
Vanity 

Ruffled  Velvet  (Sib) 

Sorceress 
Sara  Tash  (AB) 
Marshlight 


Ladyfriend 


Brittany  Juergens 


Rory  Collins 


Exhibitor 


Meade  Windsor 
Tiffany  Johnson 

Tiffany  Johnson 
Danny  Watson 
Andrea  Johnson 

Kent  Miller 
Cathy  Ridenour 
J.  T.  Ross 

Nickie  Gastineau 

Jason  Wilhoit 

Britton  Guy  Craven  Fort 


Bobby  Owen 
Robert  Tyson 
Michele  Matheny 
Tim  Miller 
Elizabeth  Lamb 
Chris  Matheny 

Shari  Seigman 

Brandon  Smith 
Tim  Smith 
Sherlyn  Bradley 
Karisa  Conduff 
Charles  Elgart 
Brandi  Evans 

Brandi  Evans 


Ann  Knudtson 
Mike  McCarthy 

Beth  Bowman 
Scott  Foster 
Corey  Babb 
Angie  McLane 

Kelly  Doonan 
Kurt  Latimer 
Chris  Seigman 


Patrick  Haga 
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American  Iris  Society 
Exhibition  Certificates  Issued 
During  1988  Show  Season 


TALL  BEARDED 

Lazarus,  B. 

FF2 

Aitken,  Terry 

82  T  6 

Lough,  Lottie 

5-1-83 

Allen,  Mr/Mrs  J.R. 

SHE 

Lyons,  Roy 

80-15-5 

Ames,  Hyram 

A  845 

Magee,  Tom 

Acoma 

Annand,  Bob 

77-98 

8113J 

Begley,  Jim 

L-P-3 

8337 

Bingham,  James 

85-9-1 

Mallory,  Bob 

CGI-1 

84-2-6 

Miller,  David 

DM  84-2A 

84-5-3 

Nearpass,  D.  C. 

78-16 

84-2-9 

Nelson,  Roger 

Pieces  of  Ice 

85-518 

Osborne,  Manley 

6-4-5 

Boyd,  Harry 

83-3 

6-14-5 

Brown,  Randy 

#3 

Parker,  Eula 

40  #26 

Burch,  Jimmy 

Fancy  Stitches 

Penrod,  Leroy 

GMAR-88 

Burke,  James 

85-BU-C 

Protzman,  Clarence 

83-16-1 

Butler,  Richard 

B-490 

Rogers,  Francis 

(Chippewa  Brave) 

Carr,  Franklin  E.  Heavenly  Therese 

Sais,  Luis 

6-LL5-86 

Chapman,  Bill 

84-E-17 

Shepherd,  Dorald 

86  051 

Colletti,  Peter  J. 

78-85-1 

Shockey,  Howard 

86-245-A 

Cook,  Ed 

#870 

85-201 -Z 

Denny,  Don/McWhirter,  J. 

D81-47-2 

85-21 6- A 

Doonan,  Sarah 

83-22-1 

Stadler,  J.  D. 

H-9-90 

Dow,  Wanda 

MC  1 

Stevens,  Steve 

Florence’s  Hat 

Durrance,  Jack 

D-86-65 

Traylor,  Mrs.  Carmen 

83-2-B 

Dutton,  Edna 

(spooned)  4-86 

Turner,  Harry 

42-81-5 

Ensminger,  Allan 

82-30 

Varner,  D.  Steve 

3307 

Ernst,  Rick 

R85-67 

Warrell,  Dorothy 

WGM  D86-1 

Fort,  Dona 

84-28E 

HL  87 

Fort,  Lyle  E. 

84-53A 

Wasmundt,  Mildred 

84- 133 A 

84-42-F 

Webster,  Richard 

7B-882 

Frass,  Bill 

81-11 

Worel,  Jack 

5-86 

Freund,  Richard 

F85-B-1 

Ghio,  Joseph 

83-88N2 

BORDER  BEARDED 

Glovier,  Marie 

FI  2-85 

Fillmore,  Keith 

8320-1 

Hall,  Earl 

86-OOR3-9N 

Fort,  Les 

84-67B 

Hamblen,  Melba  (Morning  Echo)  83-55A 

Hickerson,  Alva  J. 

73-22-1 

Hamner,  Bernard 

82-231 

Jim  Hummel 

JH  8243F 

86-50 

(Bubble  Bee  Garden) 

Hickerson,  Alva  J. 

83-3-3 

Innerst,  Sterling 

1617-1 

James,  Wilford 

86-30 

Magee,  Tom 

8319 

Johnson,  Royal 

Q-15 

Mueller,  Adam 

84-74 

Johnson,  Roy  &  Beverly 

85-35 

Sparling,  R.  C. 

S-B-74 

Kelsey,  Ed 

BDG 

Weiler,  John 

84-1 1 1-BB-1 

Knaus,  John 

8185 

Knudtson,  John  &  Jeri 

84-1 0-Y1 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

83-5 

Morgan,  Paul 

M88-1 
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INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 


Blodgett,  Romona 

1-1 5-81 F 

Lankow,  Carol 

4A40-5 

Messick,  Virginia 

M85-39 

Miller,  Lynda 

5684 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

Blodgett,  Romona 

D86-14B 

D-88-26 

D-84-19 

Briscoe,  Harley 

7804-A 

Brookins,  Howard 

87-5D-6 

Carson,  Dudley 

Carson-D 

Fillmore,  Keith 

8504-2 

Hagberg,  Marge 

80-16 

Shoup,  Marvin  A. 

885 

81-24 

815 

837 

Sindt,  David 

553 

683 

Stanek,  Tim 

85-241 -B 

Varmette,  Shirley 

SPRZ-1 

Willott,  Anthony  &  Dorothy 

85-41 

Twilight  Mood 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

Willott,  Tony  &  Dorothy 

82-28B 

SIBERIAN 

Briscoe,  Harley 

81-52-B 

84-29F 

81-18B 

Clarke,  Douglas 

85-1 

Gristwood,  John  &  Lillian 

A-88-1 

Hollingworth,  Robert 

85B2C1F 

Johnson,  Dale 

S-859 

McEwen,  Currier 

T2  69-68 

Fourfold  Mystery 

Miller,  Anna  Mae 

85-20-24 

Schaefer,  Marty/Sacks,  Jan 

S86-13-1 

Steele,  Katherine 

861-12370 

Tremmel,  Eugene 

84-1 

Wood,  John 

W-101-71 

LOUISIANA 

Grigg,  Susan 

S.G.I. 

Haymon,  Dorman 

12-84-17 

Morgan,  Richard 

L86A 

L121A 

Shepard,  Dorald 

LA  88001 
LA  88002 

LA  82Z 

Weiler,  John 

84- 1 1 1-B-1 

85- 149BB-2 

Williams,  Peggy 

PW 

CALIFORNICAE 

Belardi,  Lois 

PHD5-8 

PHD7-8 

Ghio,  Joseph 

Upper  Echelon 

Lind,  Al  (Mrs.  Ted) 

Doug  AL  83-100 

Weiler,  John 

CAW-2 

CAW-3 

Wood,  Vernon 

86-17 

90 

JAPANESE 

Ackerman,  Wm.  L. 

A3-2-100 

A4-10-32 

A3-5-90 

A8-2 

A4-5-44 

A4-2-122 

A9-3 

Dienstbach,  Marie 

DU-1 

Ensata  Gardens 

J86-G-1 

J84-H-1 

J84-N-1 

J86-MM-1 

Miller,  Anna  Mae 

'79-40-8 

O’Melay,  Dick  &  Eileen  J8-X 

B-3 

White,  John 

86-M-10 

SPURIA 

McCown,  Eleanor 

86-11 

88-15 

ARIL 

Danielson,  Luella 

Babylonia  Brass  x 

1.  auraniticae 

6L-88 

088-6 

Royal  Affair  X  SA82-1 

PD86-5 

Dyer,  Floyd 

D-9-86-0(AR) 

Hempel,  Inge 

H-843AM 

Shockey,  Howard 

86-140-8A  (AB) 
86-144-8F  (OGB) 

84- 24-7A  (OH) 

85- 30-8A  (OH) 
85-1 0-8A  (OG) 
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SPECIES 

Reid,  Lorena  (delavayi  hybrid)  NBDH 
Schaefer,  Marty/Sacks,  Jan  SP-85-2-3 

(versicolor) 

Late  addends — from  Fall  shows 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

Monty  Byers  69-101 

Zurbrigg,  Lloyd  T-6 


TALL  BEARDED 

Zurbrigg,  Lloyd  HH96-1-1 

Hager,  Ben  REU889BLTR 

RE4889BLTR 

RE4640WHYHFT 

RE4839WBISH 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

Reeves,  Clem  F-61-1 


Place  of  Show 

Commercial  Exhibit 

Educational  Exhibit 

REGION  1 

Waltham,  MA 

ISM  Youth  Group 

REGION  2 

Cicero,  NY 

Jim  &  Lillian  Gristwood 

REGION  3 

Pittsburgh,  PA 

Greg  Birney 

REGION  4 

Charlotte,  NC 

Mrs.  David  Cline 

Hendersonville,  NC 

Tiffany  Johnson  &  Betty 
Brown 

Roanoke,  VA 

Dennis  Stoneburner 

Virginia  Beach,  VA 

Ron  Harris 

REGION  5 

Spartanburg,  SC 

Tiffany  Johnson 

Summerville,  SC 

Mrs.  William  Woolsey 

REGION  7 

Bowling  Green,  KY 

Mrs.  Betty  Wilkinson 

Lebanon,  TN 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Joines 

Louisville,  KY 

Bob  Strohman 

REGION  13 

Portland,  OR 

Aitken’s  Salmon  Creek  Garden 

Portlant,  OR 

Schreiner’s  Iris  Garden 

Cooley’s  Iris  Gardens 

Aitken’s  Salmon  Creek  Garden 

Seattle,  WA 

Kirkland  Iris  Garden 
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REGION  15 

Arcadia,  CA 

John  &  Kay  Tearington 

San  Diego,  CA 

Thelma  Carrington 

REGION  17 

Amarillo,  TX 

Catherine  Jones 

Bonham,  TX 

Anne  Hamilton 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

Margie  Powell 

REGION  18 

Josplin,  MO 

Betty  Marty 

St.  Charles,  MO 

Patrick  Martin 

Selden,  KS 

Genevieve  L.  Dies 

REGION  21 

Norfolk,  NE 

Lil  McGonigle 

Scottsbluff,  NE 

Lu  Hoyt 

REGION  22 

Edmond,  OK 

Mary  Watson 

Hot  Springs,  AR 

Richard  Morgan 

Lawton,  OK 

Marjorie  Pucket,  Maria 
Edwards  &  Barbara  Ford 

Little  Rock,  AR 

Doris  &  Dottie  Boyles 

Oklahoma  City,  OK 

Genevieve  Followwill 

Tulsa,  OK 

Fred  Smith  &  Rilla 
Hickerson 

REGION  23 

Roswell,  NM 

Mrs.  Cecil  Dent  (Letha) 

REGION  24 

Oneonta,  AL 

Mrs.  John  Graves  (Janice) 

NUMBER  OF  SHOWS  REPORTED 
BY  REGION 


Region 

Number  of  shows 

Region 

Number  of  shows 

18 

17 

21 

6 

14 

16 

1 

5 

17 

15 

8 

5 

6 

14 

24 

4 

4 

11 

12 

3 

7 

9 

2 

2 

22 

9 

20 

2 

13 

7 

10 

1 

23 

7 

11 

1 

3 

6 

19 

1 

9 

6 

16 

0 

15 

6 
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The  Japanese  Iris  Convention  1988 

Anna  Mae  Miller  (Michigan) 

A  gathering  of  members  and  friends  of  The  Japanese  Iris  Society  was 
entertained  by  the  Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Society  in  Kalamazoo,  Michi¬ 
gan,  on  July  1-3,  1988.  As  they  registered,  each  received  the  program 
booklet,  designed  by  John  Coble,  with  the  agenda  for  the  weekend,  maps 
with  directions  to  and  planting  diagrams  of  each  of  the  gardens,  and  a  listing 
of  guest  irises. 

The  name  tags  were  buttons  with  a  photo  of  Jacasta  (S.  Innerst  88)  which 
was  a  real  hit  and  keepsake  for  the  conventioneers.  A  nice  AIS  approved 
show  was  staged  at  the  mall  with  64  Japanese  iris  cultivars,  1 1  seedlings,  1 
Siberian,  1  Louisiana,  and  several  flower  arrangements  plus  a  demonstration 
by  Sylvia  Wong,  Sogetsu  teacher,  giving  two  public  demonstrations. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  Kalamazoo  was  the  site  of  the  first  Japanese  Iris 
show  in  the  USA.  Dr.  Shuichi  Hirao  made  a  surprise  appearance  at  that  show. 
This  convention  turned  out  to  be  the  first  “international”  convention  with 
visitors  from  Ontario  and  seventeen  states  from  Maine  to  Washington  and 
south  to  Georgia. 

John  Coble  presented  a  talk  using  Arlie  Payne’s  slides  of  his  irises.  Many  of 
his  introductions  are  very  beautiful.  Some  that  I  especially  liked  are:  CON¬ 
FETTI  SHOWER,  CRESTING  WAVES,  DAME  FORTUNE,  DANCING  WAVES, 
DAZZLING  DEBUTANTE,  FESTOON  FASHION,  GAY  FESTOON,  GAYETY, 
IMMACULATE  GLITTER.  Then  there  are  some  very  lovely  ones  that  seem  to 
be  lost  to  the  trade:  CHOCOLATE  MAID,  COBRA  DANCER,  ENCHANTED 
SWAN,  ODE  TO  JOY,  ORCHID  MAJESTY,  GLINT  ’O  COPPER.  If  some  reader 
has  any  of  these,  please  contact  Ensata  Gardens. 

Four  large  gardens  were  visited  that  varied  in  scope.  The  Richard  and 
Eileen  O’Melay  garden  is  on  a  rolling  site  in  the  country  where  they  have 
developed  a  two-level  pool  with  a  few  Japanese  irises  planted  around  both 
levels.  FROSTED  PYRAMID  (Marx  59),  STRIPER  (Jill  Copeland  83)  and 
ROYAL  GAME  (Vogt/Stahly  83)  were  performing  well  here.  Most  of  the  guest 
irises  were  well  grown  and  blooming  nicely.  CONTINUING  PLEASURE 
(McEwen  82)  and  LITTLE  SNOWBALL  (Vogt  85)  were  favorites  in  this  garden. 
Ronald  and  Anna  Mae  Miller’s  garden  had  two  areas  of  Japanese  irises  plus 
some  interspersed  in  the  large  perennial  plantings.  Among  the  named 
clumps,  ENCHANTING  MELODY  (Rich  66),  PREMIER  DANSEUR  (Payne  65.) 
SHEER  FASCINATION  (Payne  68)  and  PRAIRIE  TAPESTRY  (Hazzard  77) 
were  the  attention  getters  in  this  garden.  The  guests  that  were  putting  on  a 
show  were  Reid  658-69,  Ackerman  7-7  and  Adolph  Vogt’s  STATELY 
FLAMINGO  (88).  It  was  a  beautiful  3  P  with  mulberry  washed  over  white  and 
darker  styles  and  standards.  Two  biennial  plants  received  much  attention: 
Salvia  sclarea  (Clary  Sage)  and  Verbascum  bombyciferum.  “Silver  Lining”  a 
stately  mullein  growing  4-6  feet  tall  also  garnered  attention.  At  Jim  and  Jill 
Copleland’s,  everyone  enjoyed  the  freshly  cooked  Walleye  which  Jim  had 
caught  and  fried  in  beer  batter.  He  was  aided  in  preparations  by  Jill  and 
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daughter  Susan  who  had  peeled  fifty  pounds  of  potatoes  for  potato  salad  and 
had  baked  many  delicious  cookies.  The  guest  bed  here  was  a  bog  bed 
planted  near  the  house  and  the  watering  was  well  controlled.  The  guests  were 
very  well  grown  and  many  were  performing  beyond  expectations.  Here, 
Adolph  Vogt’s  A4473,  a  different  red  violet,  gleaned  many  votes  to  become 
the  favorite  seedling  of  the  tour  with  Eddy’s  5-81  -1 ,  an  orchid  pink  with  a  blue 
halo  around  the  signal,  being  the  second  favorite.  The  seedlings  of  Jill  and 
Jim,  Jr.,  especially  the  ones  growing  in  the  creek,  attracted  much  attention,  as 
did  their  collection  of  named  varieties. 

The  next  stop  was  the  commercial  Ensata  Gardens  which  was  in  peak 
bloom.  The  Japanese  Garden,  designed  and  planted  by  Bob  Bauer,  with  its 
stream  and  pond  with  guest  irises  planted  along  it,  beckoned  as  did  the  many 
rows  of  named  Japanese  irises  and  many  fine  seedlings.  Some  of  the  favor¬ 
ites  were  WARAI-HOTEI  (Sakata  15);  HAGAROMA  (Seiko-en),  a  Japanese 
import;  FASHION  AND  FANCY  (Payne  64);  the  large  planting  of  STRUT  AND 
FLOURISH  (Payne  60);  and  KYOKKO  (Tomino).  Sterling  Innerst  had  two  ’88 
introductions  that  were  eye-catching:  JACASTA  and  CAPANCUS.  Guests  that 
were  receiving  favorable  comments  were  CASCADE  CREST  (Aitken  88), 
GALA  PERFORMANCE  (A.M.  Miller  88),  Reid’s  A  120-1,  and  Copeland’s 
86-12. 

After  an  hour  for  enjoying  irises,  an  hour  of  garden  judges  training  was  very 
well  presented  by  Carol  Warner  of  Maryland,  the  treasurer  of  the  Japanese  Iris 
Society. 

Michigan  was  in  the  midst  of  a  very  hot,  dry  summer,  and  it  was  good  to  get 
back  to  the  rooms  and  prepare  for  the  banquet  and  the  nice  talk  by  Dr.  Currier 
McEwen.  He  reviewed  some  of  the  latter  developments  such  as  extending  the 
length  of  bloom,  Tetraploids,  and  intra  specie  crosses.  After  that,  an  auction 
of  named  guests,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Japanese  book  which  is  currently 
being  written,  was  held. 

From  the  ninety-six  ballots  for  Favorite  Japanese  iris  and  Favorite  Guest  Iris, 
the  following  results  were  obtained: 

Favorite  Iris: 

1 .  ROYAL  GAME  (Vogt-Stahly) 

2.  JACASTA  (Innerst) 

3.  WARAI-HOTEI  (Sakata) 

4.  IKE-NO-SAZANAMI  (Hirao) 

5.  FASHION  AND  FANCY  (Payne) 

6.  STRUT  AND  FLOURISH  (Payne) 

7.  NUMAZU  (Hazzard) 

8.  BLUEBERRY  RIMMED  (McEwen) 

9.  HARO-NO-UMI  (Spring  Sea)  (Hirao) 

10.  HEGIRA  (Innerst) 

11.  STIPPLED  RIPPLES  (Marx) 
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Favorite  Guest  Iris: 

1  „  Vogt  A  4473 

2.  S.  Eddy  5-81-1 

3.  CONTINUING  PLEASURE  (McEwen) 

4.  GARNET  ROYALTY  (Reid) 

5.  STATELY  FLAMINGO  (Vogt) 

6.  GALA  PERFORMANCE  (A.  M.  Miller) 

A  hearty  breakfast  was  served  at  the  Copeland’s  on  Sunday,  followed  by 
another  hour  of  Garden  judges  training  conducted  by  Shirley  Pope  of  Maine. 
After  adjournment,  those  who  didn’t  have  to  catch  a  plane  were  allowed  to 
visit  the  four  gardens  and  see  more  Japanese  irises.  Both  the  hosts  and  the 
guests  enjoyed  the  convention,  and  many  are  looking  forward  to  future 
conventions  of  the  Japanese  Iris  Society. 


THE  ROYAL  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 
WISLEY  TRIALS,  1988 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Iris  Committee,  the  follow¬ 
ing  awards  have  been  made  jointly  by  The  Royal  Horticultural 
Society  and  the  British  Iris  Society  to  INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 
IRISES,  after  trial  at  Wisley. 

As  cultivars  for  general  garden  use 

AWARD  OF  MERIT  TO: 

WOW 

Raised  by  Mr.  B.  Jones,  U.S.A.;  introduced  and  sent  by  Mr.  V.H. 
Humphrey. 

HIGHLY  COMMENDED  TO: 

BLUE  POOLS 

Raised  by  Mr.  B.  Jones,  U.S.A.;  sent  by  Mr.  C.E.C.  Bartlett. 
INDIGO  FLIGHT 

Raised  and  sent  by  Mrs.  T.J.  Naylor. 

JILLIAN  MASON 

Raised  by  Mr.  B.P.  Price;  sent  by  Mr.  H.R.  Jeffs,  Nutfield  Nurs¬ 
eries. 

MENTON 

Raised  by  Mr.  A.  Farrington;  sent  by  Mr.  C.E.C.  Bartlett. 


69 


Growing  Bearded  Irises 
in  Albuquerque 

Howard  Shockey  (New  Mexico) 

Growing  bearded  irises  in  Albuquerque  can  be  a  real  adventure.  It  seems 
that  Mother  Nature  gives  us  a  new  experience  almost  every  year,  and  of  late, 
has  decided  that  our  50  year  climatic  averages  need  changing,  especially  in 
increase  of  rainfall  and  snowfall.  The  climate  of  Albuquerque  and  vicinity  (not 
including  the  adjacent  mountains)  is  that  of  a  continental  plateau  desert.  Ele¬ 
vation  of  our  National  Service  Weather  Station  is  5,31 1  ft.,  although  through¬ 
out  the  city,  elevations  vary  from  4,900  ft.  to  over  6,000  ft.  Low  temperatures  in 
the  north  valley  area  where  we  live  average  6-7°  F  colder  than  at  the  weather 
station,  whereas  maximum  temperatures  average  about  2°  F  higher. 

Climatic  conditions  under  which  irises  are  grown  greatly  influence  the 
various  methods  of  culture  practiced  throughout  the  country.  To  somewhat 
portray  our  climatic  conditions  here,  the  following  data  is  given  as  taken  from 
50  year  records  of  the  Albuquerque  Forecast  Center,  National  Weather  Serv¬ 
ice.  Average  rainfall  is  8V4",  two-thirds  of  which  falls  during  the  summer 
months  in  the  form  of  thunderstorms — greatest  annual  rainfall  is  16.3" — 
average  snowfall  is  10.6"— greatest  seasonal  snowfall  is  26.6" — record  maxi¬ 
mum  temperature  is  105°  F — record  minimum  temperature  is  -  17°  F — most 
years,  our  mimimum  is  just  below  0°  F,  and  maximums  run  just  over  100°  F — 
greatest  sustained  wind  gust  is  90  MPH — windiest  month  is  April.  Mean 
yearly  relative  humidity  is  43%  with  May  and  June  averaging  29%  and  a  5  PM 
mean  of  only  16% — readings  of  less  than  10%  are  common,  and  this  is  dry. 
Our  late  winter  and  early  spring  weather  is  extremely  erratic,  with  warm  spells 
being  periodically  punctuated  with  cold  storms  which  are  ushered  by  strong 
winds,  and  followed  by  severe  freezes.  Wind  chill  factors  have  often  gone 
below  -30°  F  after  the  irises  are  growing.  Hail  and  sleet  sometimes  occur 
during  bloom  season.  But  being  the  hardy  plants  they  are,  most  irises  gener¬ 
ally  come  through  and  give  us  that  explosion  of  beauty  which  many  of  us 
would  not  trade  for  anything. 

Soil  Preparation 

For  the  most  part,  our  soil  is  a  light,  fine  sandy  loam,  and  drainage  is  good. 
The  pH  of  unworked  areas  is  neutral  to  slightly  alkaline.  Our  well  water  tests 
neutral  to  slightly  acid,  so  this  makes  for  a  good  situation. 

Irises  for  propagation  and  seedling  lineouts  are  planted  in  narrow  pyramid 
shaped  rows.  Planting  areas  are  well  tilled  with  a  large  roto-tiller  to  a  depth  of 
8" — this  usually  takes  at  least  two  passes,  the  tiller  being  set  at  a  deeper 
depth  for  each  pass.  V2"  of  aged  cow  manure  is  then  spread  over  the  area.  The 
manure  is  at  least  one  year  old,  having  been  purchased  the  previous  year.  (We 
get  it  by  the  truckload).  Gypsum  is  then  spread  thinly  until  the  area  appears  to 
have  had  a  light  snow — average  depth  is  a  strong  Vs".  (It  is  difficult  to  spread 
gypsum  evenly  with  a  shovel).  I  strongly  recommend  the  use  of  gypsum — it 
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not  only  serves  in  the  breakdown  of  clay  particles  and  improvement  of  soil 
tilth,  but  it  adds  quantities  of  calcium  which  is  a  macro  nutrient  needed  by 
irises.  It  also  provides  sulphur  in  a  neutral  form,  and  every  single  plant  cell 
requires  sulphur.  The  area  is  again  roto-tilled,  and  then,  a  smaller  roto-tiller  is 
used  to  form  the  rows.  The  area  is  watered  every  10  days  or  so  until  planting 
time  a  month  or  more  later. 

Our  display  irises  present  a  different  situation.  These  are  planted  in  flat 
beds  among  other  perenials  which  prohibit  reworking  of  an  entire  bed  at 
once.  These  beds  are  watered  by  flooding,  which  leaches  out  soil  nutrients 
much  faster  than  in  row  planting.  After  1 5  years  of  intensively  growing  irises  in 
the  same  beds,  we  have  a  real  problem  maintaining  soil  fertility.  Irises  are 
usually  divided  every  three  years;  however,  very  strong  growing  varieties  may 
require  division  at  the  end  of  the  second  year.  I  have  always  maintained  that  a 
person  really  doesn’t  grow  an  iris  unless  it  is  a  two  or  three  year  clump.  Thus, 
random  plantings  are  made  each  year,  for  which,  “holes”  are  prepared  well  in 
advance  of  planting  time.  A  smaller  roto-tiller  is  used  for  these  “holes”.  After 
the  areas  are  well  tilled,  a  full  one-pound  coffee  can  of  a  planting  mix  is  added 
for  each  rhizome  being  planted.  This  is  again  tilled  and  allowed  to  “cure”  until 
planting  time.  I  refer  to  this  mix  as  “my  super-secret  planting  mix”,  but  it  is  only 
an  attempt  to  maintain  soil  fertility  and  tilth,  and  thus  provide  the  irises  with 
what  they  need.  To  7  parts  of  real  compost  and  7  parts  of  cow  manure,  I  add, 
by  volume,  1  part  wood  ash,  2  parts  gypsum,  and  1  part  complete  fertilizer  of 
moderately  high  nitrogen  content  such  as  12-6-6.  This  is  then  mixed  dry, 
placed  in  plastic  bags,  watered, and  allowed  to  further  compost  for  at  least  a 
month  before  adding  to  the  soil.  I  find  this  method  is  easier  than  lugging 
several  different  ingredients  all  over  the  garden  every  time  irises  are  planted. 
Others  with  different  circumstances  and  smaller  plantings  might  find  these 
procedures  cumbersome.  The  point  is  that  humus  producing  materials  and 
other  soil  conditioners  and  nutrients  must  be  replaced  on  a  regular  basis  if 
one  is  to  expect  good  results. 

Planting 

In  our  garden,  we  almost  always  get  some  frost  the  last  week  of  September, 
and  a  killing  freeze  can  occur  in  early  to  mid  October.  Consequently,  in  order 
for  the  irises  to  be  well  established  Ipefore  the  onset  of  cold  weather,  I  have  set 
target  dates  to  have  the  various  types  of  irises  planted.  August  1  is  the  target 
date  for  tall  beardeds — August  1 5  for  Arilbreds  and  Medians — September  1 
for  pure  Arils.  Optimum  growing  conditions  for  all  of  these  types  fall  within  the 
period  of  Aug.  1 5  to  October  30,  and  the  irises  need  to  be  in  the  ground  and 
able  to  take  advantage  of  these  optimum  conditions.  These  dates  were  not 
arbitrarily  set,  but  were  arrived  at  after  years  of  observation  and  comparison 
of  growth  with  irises  planted  at  other  times.  Yes,  it  is  still  hot  in  August,  but  the 
days  are  shorter  and  the  nights  and  soil  are  beginning  to  cool.  If  adequate  soil 
moisture  is  present  in  established  plantings  of  these  types  of  irises,  they  will 
let  you  know  when  the  best  time  for  planting  is,  as  their  biological  clocks  will 
initiate  new  growth. 

When  planting  in  the  flat  display  beds,  rhizomes  are  covered  with  1 "  of  soil 
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and  well  firmed.  Soil  cover  is  about  doubled  when  planting  in  rows  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  the  erosion  from  rains  and  winds,  and  also  for  the  narrowness  of 
the  rows.  The  irises  are  then  flooded  well,  and  watered  as  required  to  keep  the 
root  area  moist  until  cold  weather  sets  in.  The  irises  are  never  mulched. 

Fertilization 

Fertilization  is  a  mysterious  form  of  voodoo  to  some  iris  growers.  They  think 
it  is  some  form  of  “treatment”  or  “medicine”.  If  they  would  consider  fertilizers 
as  plant  food,  perhaps  they  would  better  understand  the  purpose  and  need 
for  them.  Nutrients  must  be  in  solution  in  order  for  irises  to  absorb  them,  and 
the  most  readily  available  nutrients  are  carried  by  humus  in  the  soil.  In  “virgin” 
soils,  iris  growing  will  rapidly  deplete  the  humus  along  with  the  nutrients  it 
carries.  For  continued  success  in  iris  growing,  these  nutrients  must  be  re¬ 
placed  along  with  humus  making  materials  which  serve  to  trap  and  retain 
these  nutrients,  rather  than  be  quickly  leached  out  of  the  root  area.  There  is  no 
magic  formula  of  fertilizers  to  use  for  irises.  Just  as  in  human  nutrition,  the 
irises  need  a  somewhat  balanced  diet  which  contains  large  amounts  of  some 
nutrients  and  just  a  very  small  amount  of  other  nutrients.  These  nutrients 
should  be  readily  available  to  the  irises  during  their  growth  periods;  i.e.,  early 
fall,  spring,  and  the  period  immediately  after  bloom  and  before  summer 
dormancy  or  semi-dormancy. 

My  first  yearly  application  of  fertilizer  is  normally  made  during  the  last  half  of 
March.  The  nitrogen-phosphorous-potassium  ratio  is  usually  equal,  such  as 
8-8-8.  Approximately  1  oz.  is  sprinkled  on  the  soil  around  and  away  from  each 
rhizome.  I  will  use  a  handful  around  a  medium  sized  clump.  The  second 
fertilization  is  made  at  the  very  end  of  bloom  season  (a  few  late  bloomers  may 
still  be  open).  A  formula  low  in  nitrogen  such  as  5-10-1 0-or  5-1 5-1 0  is  used  for 
this  application,  as  too  much  nitrogen  at  this  time  can  invite  rot.  This  applica¬ 
tion  should  not  be  delayed.  Last  fertilization  of  the  year  is  made  immediately 
after  transplanting  is  completed  for  each  particular  type  of  iris.  The  same 
formula  as  that  of  the  spring  application  is  generally  used.  For  the  irises 
planted  in  rows,  the  fertilizer  is  applied  as  a  trickle  along  both  sides  of  the 
row — one  handful  for  about  10  feet  of  row  on  both  sides. 

Trace  elements  need  to  be  replaced  just  as  the  macro  nutrients.  Calcium 
and  sulphur  are  considered  by  most  as  macro  nutrients,  as  they  are  needed 
by  the  plant  in  far  greater  quantities  than  the  trace  or  micro  nutrients.  Of  the 
micro  nutrients,  magnesium  is  the  most  critical.  Every  molecule  of  chlorophyll 
contains  one  atom  of  magnesium,  so  if  the  soil  is  deficient  in  magnesium,  one 
is  in  real  trouble  as  the  plant  cannot  manufacture  adequate  food.  Enzymes 
regulate  all  plant  activities.  In  the  formation  of  these  various  enzymes,  the 
plant  requires  very  tiny  amounts  of  the  various  trace  elements.  Sometimes,  if  a 
plant  is  lacking  one  particular  chemical  micro  nutrient,  it  may  be  unable  to 
form  an  enzyme  necessary  for  a  particular  plant  function. 

Certain  amounts  of  these  trace  elements  are  replaced  through  the  addition 
of  compost  and  wood  ashes  to  the  soil.  Impurities  in  fertilizers  can  add  a  small 
amount  to  this  replacement,  but  we  don’t  know  which  elements  and  how 
much  of  each  is  being  replaced.  In  order  to  be  certain  that  all  elements  are 


72 


available  to  the  irises,  it  seems  wise  to  add  very  small  amounts  of  all  trace 
elements  to  the  soil  periodically.  I  would  like  to  do  this  yearly,  but  only  seem  to 
get  it  done  every  two  years  now.  The  trace  elements  are  mixed  with  damp 
finely  sifted  manure  and  this  is  mixed  with  the  fall  application  of  fertilizer. 

Insects  and  Fungi 

We  are  blessed  in  not  having  insects  which  present  serious  problems  in 
growing  irises,  such  as  the  iris  borer.  Thrip  and  mealy  aphids  (sometimes 
called  mealy  bugs  or  plant  lice)  are  our  biggest  problems.  Mealy  aphids  are 
particularity  damaging  to  Arilbreds  and  Arils  in  addition  to  attacking  the  other 
bearded  types.  These  are  usually  not  seen  until  considerable  plant  damage 
has  occurred,  as  they  harbor  between  the  leaf  sheaths  near  the  base  of  the 
plant.  They  will  go  underground  during  the  winter  and  continue  to  attack  the 
plants.  Thrip  will  penetrate  the  iris  buds  and  feed  from  and  disfigure  the  flower 
tissue,  but  they  are  particularity  fond  of  immature  pollen  and  stigmatic  fluid.  In 
past  years,  I  have  found  difficulty  in  hybridizing  the  TB’s  later  than  early  mid¬ 
season  because  there  was  little  or  no  pollen  and  the  stigmas  were  dry  and 
sometimes  browned  when  the  flower  opened.  Spraying  with  a  systemic 
insecticide  is  the  best  weapon  against  these  culprits.  I  have  used  Cygon  the 
last  two  years,  and  it  has  dramatically  decreased  infestations  of  both  of  these 
pests.  Usually,  only  two  sprayings  are  made  each  year.  The  first  is  applied 
near  the  end  of  April  as  the  Arils  are  coming  into  bloom,  and  the  systemic 
residue  appears  to  last  almost  through  peak  TB  bloom,  which  is  usually  May 
15-20.  The  seond  application  is  made  in  early  fall  after  all  transplanting  is 
done.  It  takes  250  gallons  of  spray  solution  to  cover  our  plantings  as  we 
thoroughly  wet  the  leaves  allowing  a  good  runoff  down  to  the  rhizomes. 

Although  New  Mexico  is  considered  to  have  an  arid  climate,  we  do  have 
leafspot  and  other  fungi,  which  have  become  more  prevalant  the  last  few 
years  due  to  our  increased  rainfall.  Infections  of  fungi  are  more  prevalent  in  the 
late  summer  and  early  fall,  but  some  years  have  also  occurred  in  the  spring.  In 
the  past,  I  have  combated  fungi  with  Captan  and  Zineb.  This  fall,  I  used 
Daconil  2787,  which  has  a  broad  spectrum  of  effectiveness  including  some 
forms  of  botrytis.  It  appears  to  have  worked  well,  but  only  time  and  continued 
usage  will  indicate  how  well.  Fungicides  are  usually  combined  with  the  two 
yearly  insecticide  sprayings.  Additional  applications  are  made  separately  to 
troublesome  areas  such  as  the  TB  seedlings  where  planting  is  very  close  and 
the  fungi  first  appear.  Directions  for  both  insecticides  and  fungicides  recom¬ 
mend  spraying  at  much  closer  intervals,  which  would  no  doubt  give  better 
control  (along  with  their  selling  more),  but  I  know  of  no  iris  grower  who  would 
be  able  to  comply  with  such  recommendations,  unless  it  would  be  a  very 
small  grower — most  of  us  can  only  do  the  best  we  can  under  our  particular 
circumstances. 

Continuing  Culture 

Due  to  the  low  humidities  and  strong  winds  we  experience  from  April 
through  June,  it  is  necessary  to  water  the  irises  every  week  to  ten  days.  After  a 
two-day  dry  wind  storm,  the  irises  will  show  considerable  distress  and  will 
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dramatically  show  their  appreciation  after  a  drink  of  water.  I  make  numerous 
pH  readings  throughout  the  year  using  a  probe  type  meter.  I  like  to  see  the  TB, 
Median,  and  Arilbreds  test  near  6.8.  The  Aril  beds  are  maintained  at  near  7.0. 
With  the  addition  of  raw  humus  materials  and  acid  type  fertilizers,  the  pH  may 
drift  toward  stronger  acidity,  in  which  case,  I  will  sprinkle  hydrated  (plaster) 
lime  on  the  soil  and  water  it  in.  In  this  aspect,  I  pay  closer  attention  to  the  Arils 
and  Arilbreds  than  the  other  bearded  types,  as  their  tolerance  to  acid  condi¬ 
tions  is  less.  By  keeping  the  pH  near  the  above  figures,  no  nutrients  are 
“locked  up”  but  are  available  to  the  plants  at  all  times. 

Water  is  completely  withheld  from  the  Arils  after  late  May.  The  other  types 
receive  regular  waterings  until  mid  June,  after  which,  water  is  applied  at  about 
twice  the  interval  as  during  the  growing  and  bloom  season.  TB  and  Arilbred 
seedlings  are  watered  regularily  throughout  the  summer. 

Some  will  disagree  with  my  beliefs  and  cultural  practices,  which  may  not  be 
the  best,  nor  will  they  apply  to  all  areas,  but  they  have  given  good  results  here 
in  Albuquerque. 


An  Amateur  Hybridizer’s  Experiment 

Leroy  Penrod  (Oklahoma) 

From  an  early  age,  I  was  one  to  ask  “how?”  and  “why?”  On  receipt  of  an 
answer,  I  say  “prove  it.”  When  I  began  hybridizing  bearded  irises,  the  an¬ 
swers  to  my  questions  frequently  came  up  short  when  I  said  “prove  it.” 
Therefore,  I  periodically  try  new  methods — getting  answers  from  nature  rather 
than  man. 

The  early  stages  of  my  program  are  set.  Pollen  daubing  is  late  April  through 
early  May.  The  resulting  seed  pods  become  quite  visible  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 
At  that  time,  I  drench  the  pods  with  ISOTOX  and  fashion  “maternity  jackets” 
from  sections  of  panty  hose.  These  are  also  drenched  with  ISOTOX  and 
secured  with  twist  ties.  I  have  never  lost  a  seed  with  this  method. 

The  seed  pods  are  usually  ready  for  harvest  about  mid-July.  It  is  at  this  point 
that  I  began  my  experiment  for  1 987.  On  July  1 3, 1  opened  a  pod  and  planted 
half  the  seeds  directly  in  the  ground  immediately — while  they  were  green  and 
moist.  The  remainder  of  these  seeds  were  dried  and  planted  in  the  same  bed 
on  July  23.  Seeds  from  another  pod  were  dried,  put  in  an  envelope  with  a 
silica  pac,  and  stored  in  the  freezer.  Some  of  these  seeds  were  planted 
directly  in  the  ground  on  September  7.  The  remainder  were  kept  in  the  freezer 
until  their  planting  date  of  November  19.  The  bulk  of  my  seeds  were  dried, 
stored  in  envelopes  at  room  temperature,  and  planted  directly  in  the  ground 
on  November  19- — the  usual  planting  time. 

Only  one  seed  was  guilty  of  early  germination.  A  green  seed  from  the  July 
13  planting  broke  ground  in  early  December.  It  was  given  absolutely  no 
protection,  and  it  survived  the  worst  ice  storm  in  our  history,  three  heavy  rains 
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that  flooded  the  bed,  a  ten  inch  snowfall,  etc.  etc.  Yes,  it  finally  died  in  mid- 
February  when  the  chill  factor  was  well  below  zero  and  there  was  no  snow 
cover.  It  should  be  noted  that  some  mature  plants  also  died  at  this  time.  So 
much  for  the  story  about  young  seedlings  not  being  able  to  survive  the  rigors 
of  winter. 

On  March  25,  1988,  there  were  four  or  five  seedlings  breaking  ground  in 
every  bed.  Germination  continued  equally  for  about  three  weeks. 

What  did  I  learn  from  this?  Green  seeds  planted  in  the  heat  of  summer  do 
not  rot  in  the  ground  as  I  had  been  told.  Early  germination  is  no  big  problem. 
Young  seedlings  are  not  so  tender.  Percentage  of  germination  was  not  af¬ 
fected.  It  made  no  difference  how  the  seeds  were  prepared  or  when  they  were 
planted — nature  was  in  charge. 


Financing  the  Foundation 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Secretary-Treasurer 

Some  weeks  ago  I  was  asked  why  it  was  necessry  for  the  American  Iris 
Society  Foundation  to  seek  additional  funds  when  they  had  a  sizeable  bal¬ 
ance  in  the  bank.  The  following  is  adapted  from  the  letter  I  sent  in  reply: 

Dear  Dorothy: 

I  will  try  to  answer  some,  if  not  all,  of  your  questions  about  the  Founda¬ 
tion.  I  think  much  of  our  difficulty  arises  because  many  of  our  members  do 
not  understand  that  a  foundation  needs  a  sizeable  fund  to  ensure  suffi¬ 
cient  income  for  it  to  make  meaningful  grants  when  sound  applications  are 
received.  Our  Foundation  is  no  different.  It  should  not  be  necessary  for  us 
to  appeal  for  donations  to  meet  a  grant  after  an  application  has  been  filed, 
for  it  is  evident  that  by  the  time  we  had  collected  the  funds,  it  would  be  too 
late  for  timely  financing  of  the  research  project.  Our  fund  is  similar  to  a 
scholarship  fund  at  your  favorite  school  where  scholarships  are  granted 
out  of  income  and  not  out  of  principal. 

Unfortunately,  in  the  past  few  years,  the  American  Iris  Society  Founda¬ 
tion  has  approved  grants  well  in  excess  of  the  earnings  on  the  fund,  and 
consequently,  we  have  had  to  dip  into  the  principal  fund  to  meet  these 
obligations. 

When  the  Foundation  was  established,  it  was  the  intent  that  the  fund  be 
increased  until  such  time  as  meaningful  grants  could  be  made  out  of 
income.  (The  campaign  to  raise  $10, 000  was  not  to  set  the  size  of  the  fund, 
but  rather  the  amount  which  had  to  be  raised  from  individual  contributors 
to  assure  that  the  Foundation  could  accept  subsequent  bequests  without 
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losing  its  tax-exempt  status.)  A  fund  of  $1 00,000  may  seem  like  a  sizeable 
fund,  but  it  will  produce  only  $7,000  or  so  at  7%  interest  and  that  is  not 
sufficient  income  to  finance  much  scientific  research  these  days.  A  fund  of 
$350,000  would  be  a  more  comfortable  size  to  work  with  as  that  would 
produce  $24,500  annually  (at  7%).  This  would  currently  cover  one  fair¬ 
sized  aplication  or  two  more  modest  ones.  Some  years  exenditures  might 
exceed  income  slightly,  and  then  it  would  be  necessary  to  cut  back  on 
grants  until  the  fund  again  reached  a  maintenance  level.  (If  we  could  be 
sure  of  adequate  income  from  the  fund,  we  could  invest  in  longer  term 
investments  with  somewhat  higher  yields.  Currently,  we  are  limited  to 
short-term  investments  or  cashing  in  long-term  investments  with  a  result¬ 
ing  penalty  or  loss.) 

When  I  became  Treasurer  of  the  Foundation  in  1981 ,  Dr.  Harvey  trans¬ 
ferred  $44,484.57  in  cash  and  certificates  and  a  note  due  from  the  Society 
for  Siberian  Irises  for  $6,500,  or  a  total  of  $50,984.57.  Up  to  that  time  the 
Foundation  had  made  no  sizeable  grants.  It  had  lent  money  to  the  AIS  to 
assist  in  the  publication  of  The  World  of  Irises  and  to  the  Society  for 
Siberian  Irises  to  assist  in  the  publication  of  their  book.  Both  of  these  loans 
were  quickly  repaid. 

Since  I  became  Treasurer,  through  April  26,  1988,  contributions  re¬ 
ceived  have  totalled  $31,191.80,  interest  has  amounted  to  $51,789.63, 
and  grants  have  totalled  $41 ,81 2.50.  The  fund  balance  reached  a  peak  of 
$102,340.89  on  April  2, 1986,  declining  to  $99,803.51  at  April  2, 1987,  and 
to  $89,097.84  on  April  26,  1988.  The  decline  is  due,  of  course,  because 
grants  have  exceeded  both  contributions  and  interest  income  in  fiscal 
1987  and  fiscal  1988.  A  further  decline  will  be  evident  in  fiscal  1989. 

Since  our  meeting  in  April,  when  the  fund  balance  was  $89,097,  contri¬ 
butions  have  totalled  $1,062,  interest  has  totalled  $1,191,  and  payments 
on  grants  have  totalled  $16,900.  The  Fund  balance  on  October  13  is 
approximately  $74,450.  We  are  presently  committed  to  grant  payments  of 
$3,400  to  Louisiana  State  University  and  $1 2,000  to  the  University  of  Iowa. 
We  have  also  agreed  to  lend  up  to  $5,000  to  the  Society  for  Japanese  Irises 
to  assist  in  payment  of  publication  costs  of  “The  Japanese  Irises.”  While 
the  loan  will  not  reduce  our  fund,  it  will  reduce  the  interest  income  as  the 
loan  was  granted  at  a  very  preferable  interest  rate.  If  contributions  con¬ 
tinue  at  the  current  rate,  the  fund  balance  is  likely  to  be  below  $60,000  by 
the  time  of  the  Memphis  meeting.  This  will  be  far  too  low  to  give  serious 
consideration  to  any  new  applications  for  grants. 

Unless  we  can  greatly  increase  the  volume  of  contributions,  we  may 
have  to  give  up  any  thought  of  financing  any  additional  scientific  research 
for  several  years. 

Very  Truly  Yours, 
Dick 

Anyone  making  a  $10  contribution  to  the  Foundation  and  enclosing  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope  may  have  a  copy  of  the  Foundation’s  latest 
financial  statement  upon  request. 
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Share  the  Joy 

If  you  enjoy  your  membership  in  AiS,  why  not  share  that  excitement 
with  someone  else.  Invite  someone  to  join  AIS  and  enjoy  its  privileges 
as  you  do.  In  those  areas  where  enthusiasm  abounds,  membership  is 
increasing  rapidly.  Be  enthusiastic  and  invite  someone  to  join.  You 
may  be  surprised  how  may  people  are  interested  if  you  show  interest 
in  their  joining.  Report  all  new  members  secured  to  your  RVP  so  that 
you  can  be  a  part  of  the  AIS  Membership  Contest.  Details  on  dues  are 
provided  below. 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual . . 

.....  $  9.50 

Sustaining . 

. $20.00 

Triennial  . . . . . 

......  23.75 

Research  ......... 

. .  47.50 

Family  . . . 

.  11.50 

Life  . 

.  190.00 

Family  Triennial  . 

......  28.50 

Family  Life . 

.  237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family 

as  members  . . . 

. . 2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  no  others  of  family  as  members . 

. 3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society  . . . . . . 

. .  .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . . 

. . .  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society  .............. _ _ 

. . .  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises  . . 

. . .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society . 

. . .  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . . . 

. .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  _ .......... _ _ _ 

. . .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America _ _ _ 

. . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . . . . . 

.  . .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . . . $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . .  complete  .  . .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

NEW:  Iris  Notes,  3V2  x  51/2,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden,  $6.00  per  pack,  3  for  $1 7.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes 
and  envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1 :  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . . . . .  Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  VZ  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE . each  $1.25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1988  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including 
addresses . $6.50 


IRIS  POST  CARDS . . . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $1 5.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 


1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . 

Reprint,  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 


1988  Edition . $4.00 

1977  . $2.00 

1978  . $3.50 

1984  . $3.50 


BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available 
BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . 


$15.00 


1985  . $4.00 

1986  . $4.00 

1987  . $4.00 

. $2.50 

. $1.50 


BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

RHS  COLOUR  CHART . $36.00 

Set  of  four  color  fans,  plus  instruction  leaflet. 


AIS  SEALS . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 


Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 

Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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How  To  Register  and  Introduce  an  Iris 

These  instructions  apply  to  the  registration  of  all  classes  of  irises  except  bulbous 

/r/cpc 

REGISTRATION 

1 .  Write  to  the  AIS  Registrar  Kay  Nelson,  P.O.  Box  3761 3,  Omaha,  Nebraska  681 37, 
for  a  registration  blank,  enclosing  a  check  for  the  registration  fee  payable  to  the 
American  Iris  Society.  Registration  fee  is  $5.00  for  each  iris;  for  each  transfer  of 
a  name  from  one  iris  to  another  the  fee  is  $7.50 

2.  Select  a  name  that  has  not  been  previously  registered,  which  may  be  submitted 
for  approval  when  you  write  for  the  registration  blank.  You  will  save  time  for 
yourself  and  for  the  Registrar  if  you  will  first  look  in  the  AIS  Check  Lists  and  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Registrar  since  1979  to  see  if  the  name  you  have  chosen 
has  been  registered  previously.  Please  also  suggest  an  alternate  name.  The 
Registrar  will  hold  an  approved  name  for  a  short  time  to  enable  you  to  complete 
the  blank  and  send  it  back  to  her,  but  a  name  is  not  registered  until  the  registra¬ 
tion  blank  is  filed  and  approved  by  the  Registrar.  A  registration  certificate  then 
will  be  sent  to  you. 

3.  Names  should  follow  the  rules  established  by  the  International  Horticultural 
Code,  and  the  following  names  shall  not  be  admissible: 

a.  Names  of  living  persons  without  the  written  permission  of  that  person. 

b.  Names  of  persons  including  forms  of  address  (that  is,  JANE  DOE,  not  MRS. 
JANE  DOE). 

c.  Names  including  numerals  or  symbols. 

d.  Names  beginning  with  the  article  “a"  and  “the”  or  their  equivalent  in  other 
languages  unless  required  by  linguistic  custom. 

e.  Abbreviations  unless  required  by  linguistic  custom. 

f.  Latin  names  or  Latinized  forms.  However,  the  AIS  custom  of  using  part  of 
the  Latin  names  of  a  species,  namely  the  specific  epithet,  as  part  of  the 
cultivar  name  when  this  seems  appropriate  (e  g.  SUSIMAC,  from  I.  susiana 
X  IB-MAC),  shall  be  continued. 

g  Use  of  trademark  or  copyrighted  names  unless  previously  in  common  use. 

h.  A  slight  variation  of  a  previously  registered  name. 

i.  Names  containing  more  than  three  words. 

i.  Names  that  exaggerate  or  may  become  inaccurate  (e  g.  HEAVIEST  LACE, 
TALLEST  BLACK). 

4.  Previously  registered  names  may  be  re-used  provided  (a)  the  original  registration 
has  not  been  introduced  or  distributed  by  name,  (b)  does  not  appear  by  name  in 
later  parentage  registrations,  and  (c)  the  new  registrant  furnishes  the  Registrar 
with  written  statement  of  permission  from  the  previous  registrant. 

5  Names  will  not  be  released  as  obsolete  unless  there  is  proof  that  no  stock  now 
exists  and  that  the  iris  was  never  used  as  a  parent. 

INTRODUCTIONS 

An  introduction  is  an  offering  for  sale  to  the  public.  Catalogs,  printed  lists,  and 
advertisements  in  the  American  Iris  Society.  Bulletin  are  acceptable  mediums  of 
introduction  It  is  a  requisite  for  the  awards  of  the  Society  above  that  of  High  Com¬ 
mendation.  'An  iris  is  not  eligible  for  these  awards  until  two  years  after  its  introduc¬ 
tion  has  been  recorded  with  the  Registrar.  Send  Ms.  Nelson  a  copy  of  the  catalog, 
list  or  advertisement  and  she  will  acknowledge  the  fact  that  the  introduction  has 
been  recorded  (For  irises  introduced  in  the  AIS  BULLETIN,  notify  her  of  the 
BULLETIN  number  and  page  on  which  the  introductory  advertisement  appears.) 
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Hooker  Nichols  •  Iris  Grower- Hybridizer  •  (405)254-5914 

402  7th  Street 
Woodward,  Oklahoma  73801 


1989  TB  Introductions 

BRILLIANT  PERFORMANCE  (H.  Nichols)  TB  VE  36".  Lightly  ruffled  peach 
pink  with  salmon  hafts  and  tangerine  beards.  Sent  as  a  free  gift  with  all  orders. 

ETCHED  VIDIDLY  (H.  Nichols)  TB  M-L  36".  A  ruffled  white  ground  vividly 
etched  blue  violet  plicata  with  class . . . . . $30.00 

FRANCIS  ANDERSON  (H.  Nichols)  TB  M-L  36".  Ruffled  flowers  are  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  purple  and  maroon  with  gold  beards ...................  $30.00 

GRANDMA’S  LACE  (H.  Nichols)  TB  VL  36".  Ruffled,  laced  flowers  are  a 
delightful  combination  of  tan,  orchid  and  yellow . .  $30.00 

KENNETH  SHAVER  (K.  Shaver  deceased,  by  H.  Nichols).  Ruffled  flesh  pink 
flowers  with  tangerine  and  blue  beards . . . $30.00 

LATIN  MELODY  (H.  Nichols)  TB  M-L  36".  Ruffled  flowers  have  ivory  standards 
subtly  blended  orchid  and  creamy  yellow;  falls  are  red  purple  edged  orchid 
with  rust  hafts  and  areas  around  orange  beards  . . $30.00 

LILLIAN  LEE  (H.  Nichols)  TB  M-L  36".  Broad  ruffled  rose  pink  with  darker  hafts 
and  orange  beards . . .  . . $30.00 

WESTWARD  VISION  (H.  Nichols)  TB  M-L  36".  Ruffled  flowers  have  beige 
smoky  lavender  standards  over  white  falls  edged  purple  with  cinnamon  hafts 
and  antique  gold  beards . $30.00 

1989  Median  Introductions 

APRIL  ELATION  (H.  Nichols)  SDB  14".  Azure  blue  standards  with  deeper 
bases;  falls  same  with  blue  beards.  3-4  buds.  . . $10.00 

DUSKY  THIEF  (H.  Nichols)  SDB  14".  Tailored  flowers  are  violet  blue  with  falls 
having  a  darker  solid  indigo  halo,  yellow-blue  beards  .............  $10.00 

EGYPTIAN  LULLABY  (H.  Nichols)  Arilbred  (1/4).  Standards  are  smoky  violet 
overlaid  chartreuse;  the  falls  are  smooth  medium  brown  with  bronze  beards 

. . . .  . . . . .  . . .  .  $20.00 

EVENING  HUSH  (H.  Nichols)  SDB  14".  Very  ruffled  flowers  are  violet  blue 
with  a  darker  halo  and  indigo  violet  beards . .  $10.00 

SPECIAL  OFFER:  All  twelve  1989  Hillcrest  introductions  may  be  purchased  for 
the  amount  of . . . .  $125.00 

Previous  Introductions 

LATIN  HIDEAWAY  (H.  Nichols  ’86)  Near  red  amoena.  1988  President’s  Cup 
winner . . . . . .  $10.00 

WINDSONG  WEST  (H.  Nichols  ’88)  Light  blue.  First  runner-up  to  the  1988 
President’s  Cup . . . . . .  $15.00 
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P.Q  BOX  8173 


KEITH  KEPPEL 


STOCKTON,  CA  95208 


1989  Introductions 

BEGUINE  (Keppel)  E  36"  (Gigolo  X  Columbia  the  Gem)  Broad,  heavily 
ruffled  plicata:  old  rose  standards  and  fall  margins,  apricot  buff  ground, 
burnt  orange  beards.  #82-7J. . . .  $30.00 

CLEAR  DAY  (Gatty)  M  34"  (Swirling  Seas  X  Jean  Hoffmeister)  Ruffled, 
lightly  shirred  rich  campanula  blue  of  exceptional  color  clarity.  #P29-2 
. $30.00 

DANCE  STEP  (Keppel)  EM  35"  ((Rancho  Rose  x  (Flamenco  sib  x 
(Roundup  sib  x  April  Melody)))  X  Rustic  Dance)  Golden  yellow 
ground,  shaded  and  dotted  ginger  brown.  Great  branching  and  bud 
count.  #82-43F. . . $35.00 

DELICATE  BALANCE  (Gatty)  M  36"  (Venus  Rising  X  Precious  Mo¬ 
ments)  Ruffled  light  peach  pink  standards  poised  atop  broad  falls  of 
warm  white;  harmonious  tangerine  peach  beards . $30.00 

HEATHEN  (Keppel)  E  34"  ((involved  orange  lines  x  Anon)  X  Gigolo) 
Swirled  golden  apricot-orange  standards,  rose  maroon  falls  with  ap¬ 
ricot  arc  surrounding  red-orange  beards.  Sometimes  reblooms. 
#80- 102 A . . . $35.00 

HOLLYWOOD  BLONDE  (Gatty)  E  34"  (Paradise  X  Precious  Mo¬ 
ments)  Extremely  ruffled  and  flared  light  mimosa  yellow,  flushed  pink 
in  standards;  beards  lemon  to  saffron  yellow.  #N49-2 . $30.00 

KUNIKO  (Gatty)  ML  34"  (Iris  Irene  X  Precious  Moments)  Broad  crys¬ 
talline  white  with  heavy  lacing,  light  rufflinq.  Lemon  beards,  tipped 
white.  #P15-4 .......................................  $35.00 

RASPBERRY  FUDGE  (Keppel)  EM  36"  (Gigolo  X  Columbia  the  Gem) 
Ruffled  greyed  raspberry  standards;  vanilla  cream  falls  bordered 
raspberry,  with  chocolate  tan  undertoning  at  hafts  and  brownish  brick 
beards.  #82-7T.  . . . . .  $30.00 

ROSARITA  (Keppel)  EM  38"  (Laredo  X  Queen  in  Calico)  ToCirmaline 
pink  standards  with  faint  buff  edge;  vanilla  falls  with  dark  brownish 
rose  hafts  and  lighter  rose  margins;  nasturtium  red  beards.  #82-32C 
. . . . . . . . $30.00 

SEAPORT  (Keppel)  E  35"  (Armada  sib)  Ruffled,  sharply  bitoned  plicata 
with  chicory  blue  standards,  white  falls  with  3/4"  bright  violet  margins 
and  hafts;  blue  beards.  #80-130B . . . $30.00 


JULY/AUGUST  DELIVERY 

Please  add  $2,50  for  postage  and  handling. 
Catalogue  available  for  $1.00 — deductible  from  first  order. 
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425  East  Luna 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Chaparral,  NM  88021 


Henry  Danielson  Introductions  for  1989  by  Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 

ETERNAL  WALTZ— Sdlg.  RE  2  HD.  TB,  36",  E-M  &  RE  (Sept.-Oct.  in  NM).  One  of  the 
best  formed  flowers.  Good  bud  placement  plus  a  roomful  of  sweet  frangrance.  This 
TB  started  to  rebloom  the  first  of  Sept,  and  was  still  blooming  in  October.  A  ruffled 
glistening  white  self  with  a  smooth  lavender  cast.  Darker  lavendar  haft  markings  and 
line  from  beards  to  tip  of  falls.  Green  veining  at  midrib  and  green  cast  at  end  of 
beards.  Lavender-white  beards,  yellow  and  orange  in  throat.  Immortality  X  Stepping 
Proud  . . . . . . . . . . . $30.00 

HEART  THUMPER — Sdlg.  HD  4.  IB.  1 6".  Henry  loved  the  perfect  branching  and  flower 
placement  on  this  iris.  The  clump  kept  drawing  him  back  to  see  this  iris  perform.  S. 
lightly  ruffled  peach  pink;  F.  pink  with  an  orange  overlay;  cream  pink  style  crests  and 
bright  orange  beards.  Eye  Opener  X  Peaches  N’  Topping . .  $15.00 

ARIL  MESSENGER — Sdlg.  A-85-A.  AR,  6".  This  regeliocyclus  grows  well  here  in 
Chaparral,  and  those  who  saw  this  iris  admired  the  pattern  of  rich  brown  in  the  falls. 
S.  off  white  with  rich  brown  veining,  more  prominent  at  midrib;  F.  soft  yellow  with 
sparse  brown  veining  radiating  from  the  large  brown  signal.  Style  crests  densely 
veined  light  brown.  (Isolda  x  Persian  Embroidery)  X  self . $15.00 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson  Introductions  for  1989 

ANGELS  STAR— Sdlg.  LH  87-20.  AR  (onco),  12".  A  slide  of  this  iris  was  shown  at  the 
Oklahoma  AIS  convention  in  1988,  and  many  were  anxious  to  know  what  I  had 
named  it.  The  name  I  had  chosen  had  been  taken,  so  please  note  the  seedling 
number.  The  metallic  red-brown  self  flower  has  an  orange  glow  in  the  sun,  and  the 
bright  yellow  style  arms  compliment  the  yellow  blaze  around  the  dark  maroon  signal. 
The  yellow  blaze  is  sprinkled  with  a  dotting  of  dark  maroon.  (Babylonian  Brass  X 
Brown  Prince)  X  (LH  82-20  x  Desert  Yellow) . $15.00 

PEARL  SEA' — Sdlg.  SI  2P.  AR  (onco),  1 4".  The  unusual  dotting  on  the  falls  is  interesting 
because  there  is  also  a  rim  on  the  falls  where  there  is  no  dotting.  S.  white,  sparsely 
veined  lilac;  F.  cream  ground,  lightly  veined  and  dotted  dark  brown,  leaving  a  cream 
edge;  maroon  red  signal  with  orange  line  in  center;  rich  brown  beards.  Prominent 
sytle  crests  with  light  brown  dotting.  Sand  and  Snow  X  I.  nazarena . $15.00 


ARIL  SLIDES 

These  are  available  to  any  iris  club  or  group  by  giving  a  30-day  notice  and  paying 
shipping  costs  both  ways. 

Send  $1 .00  for  our  catalog  listing  TB,  BB,  IB,  Siberian,  Aril  and  Aril  bred  irises.  When 
ordering  from  this  ad,  include  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling  charges.  Shipping  only 
from  July  to  September 


Phone  505/824-4299 
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SEAWAYS  GARDENS 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Currier  McEwen 

SIBERIAN  IRISES  JAPANESE  IRISES 

The  progressive  increase  in  demand  for  our  introductions  has 
made  necessary  a  sharing  of  the  load  of  shipping.  Shirley  Pope, 
who  has  carried  that  full  burden  sinch  1985,  will  continue  to  ship 
all  Japanese  Irises  and  newer  Siberian  Iris  introductions.  Starting  in 
the  fall  of  1989  earlier  Siberian  introductions  will  be  shipped  by 
FIELDSTONE  GARDENS,  INC.,  620  Quaker  Lane,  Vas- 
salboro,  ME  04989.  To  facilitate  this  reorganization,  introduc¬ 
tion  of  new  Siberians  will  be  postponed  until  1990. 

JAPANESE  IRIS  INTROUDUCTIONS— 1989 

KATY  MEMDEZ:  JM  83/121(1):  Diploid,  6  falls,  M-L.  This  de¬ 
lightful  intermediate  with  5"  flowers  on  28"  scapes  is  named  after 
our  granddaughter.  We  had  considered  as  the  name  either 
Striking  Brunette  or  Saucy  Miss  and  Katy  epitomizes  both! 
Color  is  medium  violet  (RHS-88D)  with  dark  veins  (88A)  and 
contrasting  dark  violet-blue  styles  (89A).  Striking  and  lovely. 
. . . .  $25. 

ROYAL  BURGUNDY:  T4  80/62:  Tetraploid,  3  falls,  EM-LM. 
Large  10"  single  flowers  on  well  branched  34"  scapes.  Rich 
reddish  purple  falls  (80A)  with  darker  red  standards  (77A)  and 
lighter  styles  (80C)  tipped  (80A).  Striking  cadium  orange  (23B) 
signals.  A  beautiful  wine  red  with  large  flowers,  velvety  sheen 
and  great  substance.  . . . . $30 

When  ordering  please  add  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling.  Post¬ 
age  for  overseas  shipment  will  be  for  full  amount.  Please  specify 
spring  or  fall. 

For  these  cultivars  and  a  list  of  other  Japanese  and  Siberian  irises 
write  to: 

Shirley  Pope 
Pope’s  Perennials 
39  Highland  Ave. 

Gorham,  ME  04038 
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MEDIAN  MUSTER  1989 

May  19,  20,  21 

THE  IRIS  SOCIETY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  sponsors  the  first 
national  median  iris  mini-convention.  On  tour  will  be  six  gardens 
hosting  nearly  700  guest  iris  including  266  varieties  of  the  SDB, 
IB,  MTB,  and  Aril-median  classes. 

The  registration  fee  is  $45.00  (up  until  April  1)  which  includes 
transportation  for  two  days  of  garden  tours,  Friday  evening 
program,  lunch  and  dinner  on  Saturday,  and  the  Awards 
luncheon  on  Sunday.  On  Friday  afternoon  there  will  be  a  pre- 
Muster  tour  of  the  Garden  in  the  Woods  —  the  45  acre  botanical 
garden  of  the  New  England  Wildflower  Society  —  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  $10.00 

For  further  information  contact  the  Muster  Registrar:  Jan  Sacks, 
45  Elm  Street,  Bedford,  MA  01730.  A  slide  program  of  Median 
Muster  gardens  and  guests  is  available  from  Jan  Sacks  for 
$5.00 


MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

2778  West  5600  South  Roy,  Utah  84067 

1989  Introduction 

McKAY  (Hamblen)  36"  ML.  Ruffled,  lacy  brilliant 
pink  (RHS  38D)  with  slightly  lightertoned  falls  and 
cerise  beards  (SOB).  The  large  blossoms  are 
beautifully  formed  with  cupped  standards  and 
broad,  flaring  falls.  Strong  stalks  have  modified 
candelabra  branching  with  8  or  more  buds.  Vig¬ 
orous.  Great  garden  value.  (Frances  Gaulter  sib  X 
H84-02A:  (inv.  Snow  Blaze,  Cloud  Crest,  Crystal 
Flame,  Rippling  Waters,  Fifth  Avenue,  Valimar  sib,  June’s  Sister). 
Sdlg.  H83-52A  .  $35.00 

Catalog  on  Request 
Featuring  hundreds  of  newer  varieties 
Available  April  thru  August 

Melba  and  Jim  Hamblen 
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Tpp  garden  plant  labels 

rT  *  A?T“V  '  1  #  ♦  GRAPHIC.  LONG-LASTING  IDENTIFICATION 

'i  Hr  ^  QUALITY  GALVANIZED  STEEL  STEM  St  BACKING 

i  A  A  |  MJ J\\  •  DETACHABLE  ALUMINUM  CUSTOM  PRINTED  LABEL 

illf  I  WWM  ALSO  AVAILABLE 

MV  V  *  GALVANIZED  BLOOMSTALK  SUPPORTS 

Send  201  Stamp  for  brochure  St  pricelist  to  EVERGREEN.  P.  O.  BOX  922 

C LOVE RDALE . ,CA  95425 


DON'T  LOSE 
THE  NAMES  OF 
YOUR  PLANTS 


ultra  pure  concentrated  all  purpose 


-  ]  ■£  J 1  rV  ^  — J 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

‘‘A  teasp.  per  gaL  water 
Every  time  you  water. 
Every  thing  you  grow ’ 


•  Ssod  HoutakMping  • 

vi*.  '«•'«« 


Available  at  leading  Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments 
Garden  Clubs  SEND  FOR  OUR. FUND  RAISING  OFFER 
Schultz  Co  11-' 30  Northline  St  Louis  MO  63043 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION 

April  1  to  September  30, 1988 
CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  MEMORY  OF: 


Mignonne  Allmond  (TX) 

Fannin  County  Iris  Society 
(TX) 

Mary  Begley  (CA) 

Jean  Erickson  (CA) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 
James  Cooper  (CA) 

Redwood  Iris  Society  (CA) 
Mark  Cooper  (NM) 

Gus  and  Charlotte  Sindt  (MN) 
Calvin  S.  Cunningham  (TN) 
Mid-State  Iris  Association 
(TN) 

Henry  Danielson  (NM) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society 

(IL) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G.  Sindt  (MN) 
Stan  Dexter  (WA) 

King  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 
James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 
John  Dyer  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer 
(OK) 

Madeline  Gonzales  (CA) 

Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Roland  Gunn  (KS) 

Hutchinson  Iris  Club  (KS) 

B.  J.  (Bernie)  Houseward,  Jr. 
(NJ) 

Marilyn  J.  Holloway  (CA) 
Thomas  E.  Jacoby  (NY) 

Harry  B.  Kuesel  (CO) 

Hope  Joyce  (Ml) 

Grand  Valley  Iris  Society  (Ml) 


Iretta  Merriam  (CA) 

James  P.  McWhirter  (CA) 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Parker  (TN) 

Mrs.  Robert  S.  Carney  (LA) 
Louise  Rabe  (KY) 

Blue  Grass  Iris  Society  (KY) 

J.  B.  Roberts  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer 
(OK) 

Edgar  B.  (Ed)  Spellman  (CA) 

Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Mrs.  Troy  R.  (Eleanor) 
Westmeyer  (CT) 

Connecticut  Iris  Society  (CT) 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Watts 
(NY) 

Lee  Wiggins  (KS) 

Hutchinson  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Roy  Wilkinson  (OK) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer 
(OK) 

Leonard  Williams  (KY) 

Blue  Grass  Iris  Society  (KY) 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
IN  HONOR  OF: 

C.  J.  Lack  (OK) 

Ron  Mullin  (OK) 

Jeane  Stayer  (OK)  and 
Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 

Dorothy  C.  Howard  (OK) 

Adolph  J.  Vogt  (KY) 

The  Garden  Club  of  Kentucky 
(KY) 
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Billie  J.  Lamb  (TX) 

Fannin  County  Iris  Society 
(TX) 

Leon  and  Edith  Wolford  (TX) 
W.  E.  (Gene)  McClure  (UT) 

Region  12,  AIS  (UT) 

Utah  Iris  Society  (UT) 


OTHER  CONTRIBUTIONS: 

Bequest  of  Anne  L.  Lee  (VA) 
Gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L. 
Hujsak  (OK) 


ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  is  pleased  to  announce  the  Ninth  Annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS’  SEMINAR 

February  24-25,  1989 

BENNETT  C.  JONES 

has  accepted  an  invitation  to  lead  sessions  on  hybridizing  for  both  estab¬ 
lished  and  budding  future  hybridizers.  The  sessions  will  focus  on  Median 
and  Tall  Bearded  irises.  A  fee  of  $20.00  per  person  will  be  charged  for  the 
February  25  sessions  only  (9:00  A.M.  to  3:00  P.M.).  For  further  information 
and  assistance,  write: 

Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place,  Edmond,  OK  73013 
Phone:  1-405-478-3498 
or  come  at  7:30  P.M.  on  the  24th  to: 

Will  Rogers  Garden  Center  3400  N.W.  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 


AWARDS  OF  THE  BRITISH  IRIS  SOCIETY 

1988 

Dykes  Medal 

WENSLEYDALE  B.  L.  C.  Dods worth 

Fothergill  Trophy 

EARLY  LIGHT  Nora  Scopes 

The  Souvenir  de  M.  Lemon  Trophy 

CANNINGTON  SKIES  C.  E.  C.  Bartlett 

The  Pilkington  Award  was  made  to 
Membership  Secretary,  Mrs.  Ellen  Wise. 
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Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

The  Green  Oaks  Inn  November  4-6,  1988 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

The  regular  fall  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Iris  Society  was  called  to  order 
at  8:15  PM,  Friday,  November  4,  1988,  by  President  Rasmussen.  The  following  were  in  attendance 
at  the  various  sessions:  Past  President  and  Editor  Mullin;  Vice  Presidents  K.  Waite  and  Williams; 
Secretary  J.  Stayer;  Treasurer  Corlew;  Recording  Secretary  Barr;  Publication  Sales  Director  C.  J. 
Lack;  Directors  Copeland,  Crick,  Gates,  Gristwood,  E.  Hobbs,  W.  Machulak  and  Rice-Waters; 
Committee  Chairman  Harder;  RVPs  A.  Waite  (1),  Gaines  (5),  Christopher  (7),  A.  Machulak  (8), 
Strane  (15),  Howard  (17)  and  L.  Stayer  (22);  RVP-elect  Morgan  (6);  SSI  Vice  President  and  Asst. 
RVP-elect  Hobbs  (6);  SIS  President  R.  John;  ASI  Director  Flanagan;  and  guests  Brewer,  B.  Conrad, 
J.  Conrad,  Dow,  H.  John,  M.  Powell,  W.  Powell,  K.  Smith,  M.  Smith,  Stanley,  H.  Welches  and  L. 
Welches  (17)  and  K.  Lack  (22). 

President  Rasmussen  called  for  introductions  of  all  those  present  and  explained  that,  while  all  are 
invited  to  take  part  in  discussions,  only  elected  directors  and  those  officers  who  have  a  vote  may 
participate. 

The  minutes  of  the  spring  Board  meeting  in  Oklahoma  City  were  approved  as  published  in 
Bulletin  No.  271 ,  with  the  addition  of  two  names  to  the  list  of  those  attending:  RVP  Howard  (1 7)  and 
Section  representative  John  (SIS).  Recording  Secretary  Barr  stressed  the  importance  of  signing  the 
attendance  sheet  at  Board  meetings. 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  that  no  other  nominations  for  director  were  received,  so  Copeland, 
Crick,  Gates  and  W.  Machulak  are  duly  elected  and  qualified  as  AIS  Directors  with  terms  expiring  in 
1991. 

President  Rasmussen  reported  the  following  interim  action  by  the  Board:  a)  voted  to  award  the 
scholarship  to  Tim  Lukaszewski,  who  was  the  runner-  up,  after  the  recipient  who  was  approved  at  the 
spring  Board  meeting  was  unable  to  accept  the  award;  b)  voted  to  approve  Dr.  Norlan  Henderson, 
of  Kansas  City,  to  review  the  late  Dr.  Homer  Metcalf’s  papers.  Well  qualified  to  undertake  this  task, 
Dr.  Henderson  will  examine  the  material  and  advise  the  Board  about  future  direction.  There  was  no 
action  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Rasmussen  reported  further:  1)  That  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  had  written  requesting  an  iris 
exhibit  at  the  U.S.’s  First  International  Flower  and  Garden  Exposition,  planned  for  1 992.  The  request 
will  be  referred  to  AIS  members  in  that  area.  2)  That  the  American  Horticultural  Society  had 
requested  an  iris  article  for  the  February  issue  of  its  magazine,  The  American  Horticulturist.  Audrey 
Machulak,  RVP  of  Region  8,  is  writing  the  article.  3)  That  there  had  been  discussion  concerning  the 
pros  and  cons  of  using  video  cameras  in  convention  gardens.  4)  That  Schreiner’s  Gardens,  of 
Salem,  Oregon,  had  asked  for  information  about  iris  borers  because  of  inquiries  from  their  custom¬ 
ers.  Gristwood  had  information  taken  from  Garden  Irises  which  can  be  sent  to  Schreiner’s.  5)  That 
there  had  been  an  inquiry  about  registering  an  iris  resulting  from  a  cross  with  i.  versicolor.  This 
matter  was  referred  to  Registrar  Nelson. 

Secretary  Stayer  reported  as  follows:  1)  Maureen  Foster  has  again  won  the  Silver  Medal  for  the 
British  Iris  Society’s  spring  show.  The  medal  has  been  sent  to  her.  2)  The  BIS  Dykes  Medal  winner  is 
WENSLEYDALE,  a  TB  by  B.  L.  C.  Dodsworth.  3)  Concerning  the  contract  with  American  Airlines,  it 
will  be  better  to  wait  until  after  the  1989  spring  convention  to  renew  that  contract.  There  was 
discussion  about  such  contracts  being  negotiated  by  individual  convention  committees.  4)  A  letter 
has  been  written  to  Attorney  Glenn  Spain  concerning  Board  action  at  the  spring  meeting  about  the 
501-C-3  tax  status,  but  there  has  been  no  reply  as  yet.  5)  Officers  and  chairmen  should  send  their 
checks  to  the  secretary  as  often  as  possible  and  should  follow  carefully  the  new  bank  regulations 
about  endorsing  checks.  6)  Stayer  showed  to  the  Board  a  wallet-pack  of  iris  note  cards  from 
Kensington  Publishing  House,  Ltd.  which  she  referred  to  Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice-Waters  for 
consideration  as  an  AIS  sales  item,  possibly  through  the  office  of  Publication  Sales  Director  Lack. 
Rice-Waters  noted  that  there  are  frequent  requests  for  such  stationery.  7)  Region  20  has  again 
donated  1 5%  of  the  proceeds  from  their  rhizome  sale  to  the  AIS.  Region  20  is  to  be  commended  for 
continued  support  of  the  AIS.  8)  It  is  time  for  the  annual  order  of  AIS  stationery.  Anyone  wishing  an 
additional  supply  should  let  Stayer  know  during  this  meeting.  New  RVPs  will  automatically  receive  a 
supply  of  plain  letterheads,  but  must  pay  for  any  imprinting.  Other  RVPs  needing  an  additional 
supply  should  notify  Stayer. 

Williams  posed  questions  at  this  time  concerning  funds  paid  to  Attorney  Glenn  Spain  for  work 
done  and  expenses  incurred  while  obtaining  temporary  501  -C-3  tax  status  for  the  AIS  and  while 
revising  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  of  the  American  Iris  Society,  concerning  funds  in  escrow  for  the 
work  to  be  done  in  obtaining  the  permanent  501  -C-3  exemption  in  1 991 ,  and  concerning  the  lack  of 
a  written  contract  with  Attorney  Spain.  Following  lengthy  discussion,  Williams  moved  that  Mr.  Spain 
be  asked  to  outline  maximum  estimated  charges  for  the  research  and  opinions  requested  by 
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Secretary  Stayer  in  her  August  letter  before  proceeding  and  that  the  bid  be  returned  to  Mrs.  Stayer 
by  February  1 ,  1 989,  for  consideration  by  the  Board  in  April.  Machulak  seconded.  There  was  a  tie 
vote,  which  was  broken  by  President  Rasmussen,  who  noted  no.  The  motion  failed.  Even  so, 
Rasmussen  stated  that  he  would  ask  Secretary  Stayer  to  write  to  Attorney  Spain  to  get  more 
information  about  the  American  Iris  Society's  contractual  relationship  with  him.  As  soon  as  such 
information  is  available,  a  letter  will  be  sent  to  Board  members. 

The  report  of  the  recording  secretary  was  next  on  the  agenda.  Barr  asked  that  when  possible 
motions  be  written,  for  the  sake  of  accuracy  and  convenience,  and  again  urged  everyone  attending 
Board  meetings  to  sign  the  attendance  sheet. 

Membership  Secretary  Ramsey  sent  both  a  written  and  a  recorded  report.  Included  with  the 
report  were  the  detailed  quarterly  reports  for  July  and  October  1 .  Also  included  were  a  four-year 
membership  study  and  the  strength  report  for  the  1 0/1  /87  to  1 0/1  /88  year  with  six  week  totals  shown 
from  April,  1988. 

July  1  and  January  1  delinquent  members  are  dropped  from  the  membership  roll  on  September 
30  and  March  31  respectively,  so  the  October  1  and  April  1  reports  which  are  presented  at  the  fall 
and  spring  Board  meetings  represent  solid  membership  readings  with  all  members  in  good 
standing. 

As  of  October  1 ,  the  Society  had  a  membership  of  8,037,  officially  crossing  the  8,000  mark  for  the 
first  time.  Region  7  is  in  first  place  with  741  members,  Region  14  is  in  second  place  with  682 
members,  and  Region  4  is  third  with  603  members,  followed  by  Regions  1 8  (538);  6  (537);  1 7  (522); 
and  15  (512). 

Ramsey  recommended  that  the  Board  appoint  someone  to  assist  the  membership  secretary  by 
taking  the  responsibility  for  mailing  new-member  packets.  Corlew  so  moved,  Copeland  seconded. 
The  motion  passed.  Rasmussen  asked  Board  members  to  send  suggestions  to  him  about  such  an 
appointment.  Recommended  also  were  the  updating  of  Basic  Iris  Culture  and  the  printing  of  a  small 
pamphlet  on  hybridizing.  Williams  volunteered  to  update  Basic  Iris  Culture,  with  particular  attention 
to  the  information  on  awards,  iris  diseases  and  pests,  and  hybridizing. 

Treasurer  Corlew  reported  on  hs  first  year  in  that  office  and  presented  the  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  September  30,  1988,  with  a  copy  for  each  Board  member.  Copies  of  the  proposed 
budget  for  the  fiscal  year  1 988/89  were  distributed  for  Board  members  to  study  before  discussion 
and  action  later  in  the  meeting. 

Stayer  reported  for  Registrar  Nelson  that  registrations  were  heavy  for  the  year.  Nelson  asked 
about  the  number  of  copies  of  Registrations  and  Introductions,  1988  to  be  printed.  Stayer  moved, 
Waite  seconded,  that  750  copies  be  printed.  After  discussion,  Stayer  moved  that  the  motion  be 
amended  to  add,  “.  .  .  to  sell  for  $4.00  per  copy.”  The  amendment  was  approved,  and  the  motion 
passed.  It  was  reported  also  that  the  newly  reprinted  1979  Iris  Checklist,  1 000  copies,  will  soon  be 
ready.  Stayer  moved  that  the  price  for  this  book  be  set  at  $15.00.  Copeland  seconded,  and  the 
motion  passed. 

Publication  Sales  Director  Lack  presented  an  itemized  list  of  sales  for  the  past  year  along  with  a 
complete  inventory  of  sales  items  and  of  the  material  in  the  AIS  Archives.  Sold  out  are  Irises  for 
Everyone,  the  1979  Iris  Checklist,  and  the  two  rare  prints.  It  was  suggested  that  the  new  1979  Iris 
Checklist  be  made  available  for  sale  at  the  next  convention.  The  supply  of  RHS  Colour  Charts  is 
getting  low.  Corlew  moved,  Barr  seconded,  that  Secretary  Stayer  investigate  whether  or  not  the  RHS 
Colour  Chart  is  available  and,  if  so,  that  she  be  authorized  to  spend  as  much  as  $3,000  for 
replacement  stock.  The  motion  passed.  Lack’s  report  included,  also,  a  comparison  of  postage 
rates  before  and  after  the  last  increase. 

At  10:30  PM  the  meeting  recessed  until  8:45  AM,  Saturday,  November  5. 

Affiliates  Chairman  Copeland  reported  that  the  number  of  affiliates  is  increasing  slowly,  and  that 
most  of  the  groups  are  meeting  the  membership  requirements  which  allow  them  to  be  affiliated 
without  charge. 

Awards  Chairman  Waite  reported  on  the  results  of  official  balloting  and  symposium  balloting  this 
year,  and  on  expenses  incurred  by  the  committee.  Waite  then  asked  for  Board  action  on  two  items  of 
business:  1)  New  supplies  of  Honorable  Mention  and  Award  of  Merit  Certificates  are  needed. 
Copeland  moved  that  Waite  by  authorized  to  order  1,000  HM  certificates  and  200  AM  Equivalent 
certificates.  Corlew  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed.  2)  Waite  had  received  a  request  from  the 
Median  Iris  Society  for  an  increase  from  four  to  six  Award  of  Merit  votes  in  the  SDB  category.  After 
discussion,  Corlew  moved,  Barr  seconded,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  study  this  matter  and 
bring  to  the  Board  a  recommendation  and,  if  indicated,  the  means  of  phasing  in  a  change.  The 
motion  passed. 

As  Convention  Liaison  Williams  began  his  report,  there  was  concern  expressed  by  one  Regional 
Vice  President  about  plans  for  a  future  convention.  It  was  the  consensus  that  it  was  not  the  position 
of  the  Board  to  tell  a  convention  committee  what  to  do. 

At  10:10  AM  there  was  a  fifteen  minute  break,  after  which  Williams  resumed  the  report.  Copies  of 
the  tentative  schedule  for  the  Memphis  convention,  to  be  held  April  29-May  3,  1989,  were 
distributed.  Problems  of  scheduling  the  various  meetings,  particularly  the  section  Board  meetings, 
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were  discussed,  the  conclusion  reached  being  that  there  has  to  be  some  overlapping  of  times  in 
order  to  accommodate  all  who  wish  to  hold  meetings. 

Williams  reported  on  an  offer  from  a  major  commercial  iris  grower  to  the  chairman  of  the  Memphis 
Convention  to  underwrite  the  cost  of  the  convention  booklet.  The  convention  chairman  wished  to 
know  whether  or  not  the  AIS  Board  had  any  strong  objections.  Williams  will  report  back  to  the 
convention  chairman  that  the  Board  voiced  no  strong  objection  to  this  offer. 

Williams  discussed  also  ways  in  which  Siberian  and  other  beardless  irises  sent  to  convention 
gardens  as  guests  might  be  recorded  with  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  and  planted  in  the  convention 
gardens  more  quickly.  There  is  often  a  delay,  sometimes  a  considerable  one,  which  keeps  the  irises 
out  of  the  ground  too  long.  The  purpose  of  any  change  in  procedure  would  be  to  increase  the 
survival  rate  of  the  beardless  irises,  and  the  cooperation  of  the  hybridizer,  the  convention  Guest  Iris 
Chairman,  and  the  garden  owner  would  be  needed.  It  was  felt  that  no  Board  action  was  needed,  but 
that  Williams,  as  Convention  Liaison,  could  work  with  the  persons  mentioned  to  find  the  most 
successful  procedures  to  follow. 

There  was  discussion  about  the  high  cost  of  conventions,  and  it  was  suggested  that  this  matter, 
along  with  the  need  for  a  policy  on  advertising  in  the  convention  booklet  or  elsewhere  at  conven¬ 
tions,  by  studied  in  committee. 

Williams  announced  that  an  invitation  had  been  received  from  the  Oklahoma  Iris  Society  for  the 
next  available  fall  Board  meeting.  Corlew  moved,  Rice-Waters  seconded,  that  the  invitation  be 
accepted  for  1992,  pending  confirmation  two  years  in  advance  of  that  date  according  to  present 
policy. 

Exhibitions  Chairman  Hobbs  reported  168  shows  approved,  with  six  cancellations  because  of 
weather  conditions.  Three  shows  did  not  send  in  reports.  Four  winners  of  Best  Specimen  in  the 
Youth  Division  also  won  the  Best  Specimen  of  the  Show  award.  The  Nelson  Award  was  won  by  MARY 
FRANCES.  Runners-up  were  BEVERLY  SILLS,  JOYCE  TERRY,  SONG  OF  NORWAY  AND  TITAN’S 
GLORY.  Hobbs  discussed  the  problem  of  late  reports  from  fall  shows  into  the  Bulletin  before  the 
deadline.  There  were  three  fall  shows  this  year,  two  in  Region  4  and  one  in  Region  14.  The  Board 
expressed  thanks  to  Hobbs  for  a  difficult  job  well  done. 

Bulletin  Editor  Mullin  stated  that  deadlines  are  always  problems  in  putting  the  issue  together. 
Speed  is  important  in  getting  material  to  the  printers.  Suggestions  for  articles  are  always  appreci¬ 
ated.  For  advertising  in  the  January  issue  there  are  3  color  ads,  plus  the  centerfold  and  some 
display  ads.  Mullin  expressed  his  appreciation  for  the  help  of  Advertising  Editor  Nelson. 

Rasmussen  reported  for  Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn,  reading  from  a  letter  from  Pettijohn  stating 
that  in  the  past  grants  in  excess  of  earnings  had  been  approved,  so  that  some  funds  had  come  out 
of  the  principal.  Rasmussen  stated  that  donations  made  to  the  Foundation  would  help  to  return  the 
fund  to  its  former  level. 

Historical  Committee  Chairman  Harder  presented  a  list  of  books  received  from  Pettijohn.  There 
books  were  willed  to  the  AIS  Foundation  by  the  late  Helen  McCaughey.  In  view  of  the  value  of  some 
of  the  books,  harder  discussed  the  possibility  of  purchasing  a  special  file  cabinet  and  of  special 
insurance  coverage.  No  action  was  taken.  Harder  has  four  complete  sets  of  the  AIS  Bulletin  in  the 
AIS  Library.  There  was  discussion  of  the  possibility  of  lending  some  of  these  copies  and  about  what 
to  do  with  collections  of  iris  artifacts  stored  in  the  AIS  Library.  Harder  mentioned  also  that  a  major 
grower  had  asked  to  borrow  a  copy  of  one  of  that  company’s  very  early  catalogs.  There  was 
favorable  reaction  to  presenting  the  copy  (a  duplicate)  to  the  company. 

At  1 1 :45  AM  the  meeting  was  recessed  for  lunch  until  1 :30  PM. 

The  report  of  the  Honorary  Awards  Chairman  was  deferred  until  later  in  the  meeting. 

Judges  and  Judges  Training  Chairman  Crick  reported  statistics  and  changes  in  the  judges  roster 
and  recommended  approval  of  the  1 989  roster  of  judges.  Corlew  moved,  Gates  seconded,  that  the 
1989  roster  of  judges  be  approved  as  listed  in  Crick’s  report,  which  included  the  following  new 
Master  Judges: 

Region  3 — Sterling  Innerst 
Ophelia  F.  Straw 

Region  4 — Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Hare 
Region  5 — David  Mohr 
Region  6 — James  A.  Copeland 

Mrs.  James  A.  Copeland 
Bernard  E.  Hobbs 
Mrs.  Z.  R.  Prentiss 
Region  7 — Doyle  B.  Inman 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Luna 
Raymond  N.  Miller 
George  D.  Slade 
Mrs.  Frank  Tyree 
Region  8 — Frederick  C.  Jahnke 
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Region  10 — Mrs.  Ed  Ostheimer 
Region  13 — Doris  Greenwood 
Region  14 — Duane  E.  Meek 
Edith  P.  Wheeler 
Region  15 — Mrs.  William  E.  Barr 
Robert  O.  Sorenson 
Region  17 — Luella  Danielson 

Mrs.  Finley  Herrington 
Capt.  Otis  R.  Skinner,  Jr. 

Region  19 — Mrs.  Melvin  Leavitt 
Region  20 — Mrs.  Tolbert  E.  Murphy 
Region  22 — Marthella  Shoemake 
Region  23 — Mrs.  Milton  J.  Clauser 
Region  24 — Mrs.  J.  W.  Kuykendall,  Jr. 

Crick  said  that  it  had  come  to  her  attention  that  some  regions  were  announcing  new  judges  in  their 
newsletters  before  the  new  roster  had  been  approved  by  the  Board  at  the  fall  meeting.  Another 
matter  discussed  was  the  status  of  Master  Judges.  Williams  moved,  Machulak  seconded,  that  the 
Judges  Training  Committee  study  and  offer  a  proposal  to  the  Board  on  inactive  status  for  some 
Master  Judges.  The  motion  passed. 

There  was  no  report  from  the  Membership  Contest  Chariman. 

Policy  Chairman  Barr  distributed  samples  of  computer  print-out  sheets  concerning  policy 
decisions  and  action  taken  by  the  Board  at  past  meetings  and  explained  how  the  records  could  be 
searched  for  information  on  a  particular  subject. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice-Waters  reported  on  sales  of  the  new  1989  AIS  calendar,  as  did 
Mullin,  who  receives  orders  and  mails  calendars  from  his  home.  Rice-Waters  stated  that  they  were 
well  on  the  way  to  recovering  the  investment  in  producing  the  calendar,  which  is  the  objective,  as  the 
calenda  is  a  promotional  item.  The  postal  increase  has  been  a  problem.  Mullin  asked  about  the 
disposition  of  old  calendars  which  he  is  storing  at  his  home.  Williams  moved  that  Mullin  be 
authorized  to  dispose  of  old  calendars  at  his  discretion.  Copeland  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 
In  answer  to  questions  received,  major  holidays  and  the  AIS  convention  dates  are  noted  in  small 
print  on  the  calendar,  but  irises  pictured  are  never  identified  by  name. 

Speaking  about  the  AIS  display  screen,  Rice-Waters  said  that  a  new  shipping  case  may  have  to 
be  purchased,  but  if  so,  the  funds  can  come  from  the  Public  Relations  budget. 

There  was  no  report  from  Registrations  Chairman  Keppel. 

Robbins  Chairman  Badger’s  report  was  read  by  Secretary  Stayer.  There  are  fourteen  active 
divisions,  with  534  members,  and  there  are  five  inactive  divisions.  Fifty-eight  flights  were  made 
during  the  past  year. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak  stated  that  ten  RVPs  are  retiring  this  year,  and  there  will  be  ten  new  ones 
to  replace  them.  A  complete  list  of  RVPs  with  their  terms  of  office  noted  will  be  distributed  later  in  the 
meeting  for  Board  approval. 

Thee  was  no  report  from  the  Scientific  Committee. 

Scholarship  Chairman  Gristwood  repeated  the  information  given  earlier  that  Tim  Lukaszwesky  is 
the  recipient  of  the  scholarship  this  year.  The  first  check  has  been  sent  to  him.  Gristwood  has 
received  four  requests  for  applications  for  next  year  plus  one  from  a  high  school  Junior.  Gristwood 
wrote  to  the  latter  explaining  to  the  young  lady  that  the  scholarship  is  for  a  graduate  student  and  that 
high  school  and  undergraduate  students  are  not  eligible. 

There  was  no  report  from  Section  Liaison  Lineberger.  Rasmussen  stated  that  Lineberger  had 
received  complaints  from  the  Sections  about  scheduling  at  conventions.  Mullin  suggested  that 
each  Section  should  receive  a  copy  of  “Guidelines  for  Setting  up  Section  Meetings.”  This  would 
help  them  to  understand  the  problems  involved. 

The  report  of  Slides  Committee  Charman  Shockey  was  read  by  Stayer.  Shockey  gave  statistics  of 
slide  sets  used  during  the  past  year,  the  most  popular  being  TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED. 
Seventy-two  slide  set  requests  were  confirmed.  A  new  set  on  ARRANGEMENTS  is  being  put 
together. 

Youth  Committee  Chairman  Gates  gave  a  complete  youth  membership  report,  noting  that  there 
are  fewer  members  overall  this  year,  but  noting  also  that  the  membership  fluctuates  from  year  to 
year.  There  are  156  youth  members  at  present. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  for  fifteen  minutes,  after  which  came  reports  of  special  committees. 
Copeland  reported  for  the  Committee  to  Study  Awards  for  Irises  Registered  in  Other  Countries. 
Copeland  presented  two  recommendations:  (1)  (concerning  the  footnote  on  p.  A-23  in  the  Hand¬ 
book  for  Judges  and  Show  Officials).  “Irises  orginated  elsewhere,  although  not  eligible  for  the 
American  Dykes  Medal,  are  eligible  for  other  AIS  awards  provided  that  the  original  introduction  was 
in  the  United  States/Canada  or  that  it  was  simultaneously  (same  calendar  year)  introduced  in  the 
United  States/Canada  and  another  country.”  Copeland  noted  that  the  recommended  statement 
does  not  change  the  original  footnote,  but  that  it  clarifies  it,  and  he  put  the  statement  in  the  form  of  a 
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motion.  Stayer  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed.  (2)  This  recommendation  concerns  show 
awards,  and  if  passed  it  would  be  added  to  page  C-5  of  the  Judges  Handbook:  “Irises  originated 
elsewhere  are  eligible  for  AIS  show  awards  provided  they  are  registered  with  the  AIS  Registrar- 
Recorder  and  introduced  in  the  originating  country  or  with  the  AIS."  Copeland  moved  that  this 
statement  be  approved,  also.  Corlew  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

Rasmussen  stated  that  Color  Pattern  Definition  Committee  Chariman  Stahly  had  asked  for 
direction  from  the  Board  on  the  type  of  definition  to  pursue,  whether  scientific  or  just  a  visual  color 
classification.  For  example,  the  Board  was  referred  to  Index  ofTaxa  Within  Iris,  April,  1974,  by  Jean 
G.  Witt  and  B.  LeRoy  Davidson,  (Glossary,  Appendix,  section  2)  for  a  scientific  definition  of  the  term, 
“luminata”.  The  consensus  was  that  the  committee  should  continue  its  work  on  definitions  of  color 
patterns,  not  necessarily  scientifically  accurate,  but  ones  with  which  irisarians  could  converse, 
particularly  with  reference  to  awards  and  shows. 

Williams  reported  next  for  the  Committee  to  Study  Test  Garden  Alternatives.  There  was  lengthy 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  test  gardens  and  display  gardens  in  general,  and  a  proposal  from  the 
Elmohr  Iris  Society  of  Colorado  was  presented.  There  was  no  action  taken,  however,  at  this  time. 

Under  unfinished  business,  Scholarship  Chairman  Gristwood  asked  that  some  new  members  be 
appointed  to  her  committee;  there  was  discussion  but  no  recommendation  yet  on  whether  a  limit 
should  be  placed  on  the  number  of  scholarships  awarded. 

Concerning  the  study  of  life  memberships,  the  motion  brought  to  the  Board  at  the  spring  meeting 
had  been  tabled.  Copeland  suggested  changes  to  the  second  part  of  the  original  motion  and 
moved  that  it  be  approved  to  read  as  follows: 

1)  An  originally  SINGLE  life  membership  may  be  changed  to  a  FAMILY  life  membership  by 
adding  a  spouse,  or  other  legal  member  at  the  same  address,  to  the  original  SINGLE  life 
membership  upon  payment  of  the  appropriate  fee  differential. 

2)  Should  a  FAMILY  life  membership  revert  to  SINGLE  life  status  because  of  death,  divorce  or 
any  other  reason,  an  originally  SINGLE  life  membership  may  again  be  changed  to  a  FAMILY  life 
membership  by  adding  a  spouse,  or  other  legal  family  member  at  the  same  address,  to  the 
original  SINGLE  life  membership  upon  payment  of  the  appropriate  fee  differential.  However,  the 
“added  spouse  or  other  legal  family  member”  will  forever  remain  a  SINGLE  life  membership. 
Any  request  for  change  to  FAMILY  life  membership  will  be  denied,  because  this  would 
constitute  a  transfer  of  membership.  Rice-Waters  seconded,  and  the  motion  passed. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  4:45  PM,  to  reconvene  at  9:00  PM  following  dinner. 

Rasmussen  and  Rice-Waters  reported  on  the  progress  of  the  proposed  native  American  iris 
brochure,  describing  plans  and  showing  a  list  and  pictures  of  some  North  American  iris  species  for 
possible  use.  This  is  a  project  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  AIS  in  1 995 
and  in  the  hope  that  there  can  be  a  native  American  iris  postage  stamp  at  that  time. 

Rasmussen  announced  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  study  the  inter-relations  within  the  AIS, 
and  he  read  the  following  statement:  “The  Board  of  The  American  Iris  Society  has  requested  Mr. 
Spain  of  California  to  review  our  legal  association  with  the  Regions,  Sections,  and  The  American  Iris 
Society  Foundation.  During  the  next  year  while  he  is  arriving  at  a  determination  of  our  legal  position, 
a  committee  consisting  of  Hal  Stahly  as  Chairman,  Ken  Waite,  Jeane  Stayer,  and  James  Copeland 
will  study  our  definitions  of  each  entity  and  formulate  a  statement  for  the  Board  at  some  future 
meeting  on  our  corporate  inter-relationship.  This  will  be  finalized  after  the  various  rulings  from  the 
legal  counsel.”  Corlew  moved  that  the  committee  be  approved.  Barr  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Mullin  stated  that  fifty  copies  of  the  RVP  Handbook  had  been  reprinted,  and  he  will  mail  a  copy  to 
each  of  the  new  RVPs.  The  remaining  copies  will  go  the  Publication  Sales  Director.  The  handbooks 
may  be  purchased  by  anyone,  but  a  copy  is  furnished  to  each  new  RVP  at  no  charge. 

Rice-Waters  stated  that  she  would  order  some  sets  of  the  iris  note  cards,  which  Stayer  had  shown 
to  the  Board  earlier,  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  AIS  sales  items. 

Rasmussen  at  this  time  relinquished  the  chair  to  Vice  President  Waite  for  the  election  of  the 
President.  Stayer  nominated  Rasmussen,  Rice-Waters  seconded.  Corlew  moved  that  the  nomina¬ 
tions  cease  and  Rasmussen  be  elected  by  unanimous  ballot.  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion  carried, 
and  Rasmussen  was  elected. 

Rasmussen  resumed  the  chair.  Gates  nominated  Waite  for  First  Vice  President.  Machulak 
seconded.  Corlew  moved  that  the  nominations  cease  and  Waite  be  elected  by  unanimous  ballot. 
Crick  seconded.  The  motion  carried,  and  Waite  was  elected. 

Machulak  nominated  Williams  for  Second  Vice  President.  Gates  seconded.  Copeland  nomi¬ 
nated  Barr.  Rice-Waters  seconded.  Stayer  moved  that  the  nominations  cease.  Hobbs  seconded. 
The  motion  passed.  Waite  called  for  a  written  ballot.  Corlew  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 
Rasmussen  appointed  Ralph  Strange,  Romona  Howard  and  Carol  Morgan  as  the  counting  commit¬ 
tee.  Barr  was  elected. 

Rice-Waters  nominated  Stayer  for  Secretary.  Waite  seconded.  Gristwood  moved  that  the  nomina¬ 
tions  cease  and  Stayer  be  elected  by  unanimous  ballot.  Copeland  seconded.  The  motion  passed, 
and  Stayer  was  elected. 

Waite  nominated  Corlew  for  Treasurer.  Barr  seconded.  Stayer  moved  that  the  nominations  cease 
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and  Corlew  be  elected  by  unanimous  ballot.  Rice-  Waters  seconded.  The  motion  carried,  and 
Corlew  was  elected. 

Stayer  nominated  Mullin  for  Editor.  Rice-Waters  seconded.  Copeland  moved  that  the  nominations 
cease  and  Mullin  be  elected  by  unanimous  ballot.  Waite  seconded.  The  motion  carried,  and  Mullin 
was  elected. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  Executive  Session  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Honorary  Awards 
Committee  and  the  recommendations  for  appointment  to  Emeritus  Judge.  Following  Executive 
Session,  Rasmussen  announced  that  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  the  AIS 
Hybridizer’s  medal  had  been  awarded  to  Eleanor  McCown  and  that  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Judges  Training  Chairman  Ellene  Rockwell  had  been  appointed  an  Emeritus  Judge. 
Rasmussen  appointed  the  following  officers: 

Registrar — Kay  Nelson 
Membership  Secretary — Carol  Ramsey 
Publication  Sales  Director — C.  J.  Lack 
Recording  Secretary — Claire  Barr 
Advertising  Editor — Kay  Nelson 
Photo  Coordinator — Larry  Stayer 

Machulak  moved  that  these  appointments  be  approved.  Copeland  Seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak  recommended  for  reappointment  the  following  RVPS  who  have  already 
served  two  years: 

Region  1 .  Agnes  Waite 
Region  2.  James  Burke 
Region  4.  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg 
Region  5.  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines 
Region  17.  Ramona  Howard 
Region  20.  Jesse  V.  Quintana 
Region  21 .  Charles  T.  Claussen 
Region  23.  David  R.  Hooten 

The  following  who  have  already  served  one  year  were  recommended  for  reappointment: 

Region  7.  Joseph  Christopher 

Region  10.  Mrs.  Ed  Ostheimer 

Region  13.  Barbara  Aitken 

Region  15.  Ralph  Strane 

Region  16.  John  McMillen 

Region  24.  Sarah  Scruggs 

The  following  were  recommended  as  new  RVPs: 

Region  3.  Sterling  Innerst 
Region  6.  Carol  Morgan 
Region  8.  Dr.  Donald  Koza 
Region  9.  Melody  Wilhoit 
Region  11.  Rose  Mary  Baier 
Region  12.  Paul  J.  Smith 
Region  14.  James  P.  McWhirter 
Region  18.  Leda  Christlieb 
Region  19.  Nancy  Szmuriga 
Region  22.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jamieson 

Machulak  asked  that  these  recommendations  be  approved.  Gates  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 
Machulak  expressed  his  thanks  to  all  the  RVPs  who  are  leaving  office  for  the  wonderful  job  they  have 
done. 

Rasmussen  appointed  the  following  Committee  Chairmen: 

Alliliates — James  Copeland 

Awards — Kenneth  Waite 

Convention  Liaison — Phillip  Williams 

Exhibitions — Emma  Hobbs 

Foundation  Liaison — Richard  Pettijohn 

Historical — Larry  Harder 

Honorary  Awards — Ronald  Mullin 

Judges  and  Judges  Training — Hilda  Crick 

Membership  Contest — Mary  Kearney 

Policy — Claire  Barr 

Public  Relations — Olive  Rice-Waters 

Registrations — Keith  Keppel 

Robins — Janice  Badger 

RVP  Counselor — Walter  Machulak 

Scientific — Currier  McEwen 
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Scholarship — Lillian  Gristwood 
Section  Liaison— Everette  Lineberger 
Slides — Howard  Shockey 
Youth — Catherine  Long  Gates 

Corlew  moved  that  these  appointments  be  accepted.  Rice-Waters  seconded.  The  motion 
carried. 

The  following  committees  were  appointed:  1 )  To  study  a  change  in  the  award  structure  for  SDBs — 
Kenneth  Waite  and  Audrey  Machulak.  2)  To  study  convention  advertising  procedures — Phil  Wil¬ 
liams,  chairman,  Ron  Mullin  and  Emma  Hobbs.  3)  Scholarship — Lillian  Gristwood,  chairman,  Elsie 
Mae  Nicholson,  Ralph  Strane,  Keith  Fillmore,  Ray  John,  Emma  Hobbs,  and  Ron  Dunn.  Barr  moved 
that  these  appointments  be  approved.  Stayer  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

BVP  Gaines  of  Region  5  spoke  briefly  as  a  member  of  the  Garden  Club  of  Georgia,  and  as  Plant 
Society  Chairman  of  that  organization,  requesting  permission  to  use  the  scale  of  points  from  the  AIS 
Handbook  for  Judges  and  Show  Officials  in  putting  together  a  booklet  with  similar  material  from 
other  plant  societies.  The  booklet  would  be  used  by  the  garden  club  judges.  The  consensus  was 
that  this  was  a  very  good  idea. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  10:15  PM,  to  reconvene  the  next  day,  Sunday,  November  6,  at  8:00 
AM. 

Before  beginning  deliberation  on  the  proposed  budget,  Waite  moved  that  the  salaries  of  the 
Bulletin  Editor  and  the  Membership  Secretary  be  increased  $600.00  each,  to  be  effective  January 
1.  Rice-Waters  seconded,  and  the  motion  carried. 

After  discussion  and  some  changes  in  the  proposed  budget,  Corlew  moved  that  the  amended 
budget  be  approved.  Barr  seconded,  and  the  motion  carried. 

Rasmussen  announced  that  the  spring  meeting  will  be  held  in  Memphis,  TN,  April  29  to  May  3. 
The  fall  meeting  next  year  will  be  in  Wichita,  KS,  on  November  3,  4,  and  5. 

Rasmussen  thanked  the  members  of  the  Fort  Worth  Iris  Society  for  the  fine  meeting  place 
provided  and  for  their  wonderful  food  and  hospitality. 

There  were  comments  from  visiting  RVPs,  requesting  that  Board  members  provide  enough 
copies  of  reports  so  that  RVPs  might  have  copies  and  that  RVPs  be  allowed  to  participate  more  in 
the  meetings. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  approximately  9:15  AM. 

Claire  Barr,  recording  secretary 


HELP  THE  AIS  SLIDES  PROGRAM 

Howard  Shockey,  AIS  Slides  Chairman,  has  begun  a  program  of 
updating  the  slides  collection  each  year.  One  set  of  slides  consists  of 
the  very  latest  introductions,  but  getting  pictures  of  these  is  not  always 
easy.  You  can  help  by  sending  slides  of  new  introductions  or  any  other 
iris  that  fits  one  of  the  categories  of  slides  listed  on  the  following 
pages.  If  Howard  can  use  these  slides,  he  will  make  a  copy  of  your 
slide  and  return  the  original  to  you. 

Clubs  should  take  advantage  of  this  program.  You  will  be  pleased 
with  the  quality  of  the  slides  available,  and  they  will  enhance  your 
club’s  meeting. 

The  best  slides  are  those  which  feature  the  individual  flower  with  no 
background  interference.  A  cluttered  background  detracts  from  the 
quality  of  the  slide.  The  slides  which  most  people  prefer  are  those 
which  are  photographed  with  the  beard  as  the  focal  point  of  the 
picture.  This  angle  gives  a  better  idea  of  the  form  of  the  flower  and 
allows  a  study  of  the  color  pattern  on  the  falls. 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  offers  a  number  of  sets  of  iris  slides  for  rental,  each  consisting  of  approximately  100  35mm 
slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1989 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1986  through  1989  introductions — mostly  TB,  but  contains  some 

other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winners— 1985  through  1988. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  Favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1989  AIS  Symposium. 

RECENT  BEAUTIES:  1984  through  1986  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the  HM 
award — mostly  TB,  but  contains  some  other  types. 

TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  Bearded  and  beardless — arranged  basically  in  bloom¬ 
ing  sequence. 

RELIABLES:  Past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for  garden  clubs  and 
newer  iris  societies. 

1987  PHOENIX  CONVENTION 

1988  OKLAHOMA  CITY  CONVENTION 

To  Order:  Requests  for  slides  should  be  made  well  in  advance  of  requested  date,  preferably  six  to 
eight  weeks,  as  some  sets  are  often  completely  booked  for  extended  periods.  If  optional,  specify 
alternate  sets  and/or  dates.  Clearly  print  name  and  mailing  address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be  sent. 
Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  payable  to  AIS.  AIS  Affiliated  Societies  are  entitled  to  one  free  set  per 
year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  the  next  day  after  showing  by  FIRST  CLASS/PRIORITY  mail.  Send 
check  with  request  to: 

Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 

Slides  Committee 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  N.M.  87107 

SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent  featuring  irises  of  each  respective 
group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests  for  these  slide  sets  should  be 
submitted  to: 

ARILS  AND  ARILBREDS:  Orderfrom  Clay  H.  Osborne,  16789  Spring  Creek  Rd.,  Applegate,  CA 

95703,  April  15  through  October  14,  and  47806  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA 
92201,  October  15  through  April  14.  Check  to  Aril  Society  Interna¬ 
tional. 

DWARFS:  Good  for  rock  gardens.  Order  from  Dorothy  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd.,  Beechwood, 
OH  44122.  Check  to  DIS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053.  Check  to 
Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISIANAS:  Orderfrom  LaVera  Burkett,  1002  Randall  St.,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check  to  LISA. 
MEDIANS:  Standard  Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Miniature  TB,  and  Border  Bearded.  Order  from  Terry 
Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685.  Check  to  MIS. 

SPECIES:  Suitable  for  judges’  training.  Order  from  Colin  Rigby,  2087  Curtis  Drive,  Penngrove, 
CA  94951 .  Check  to  SIGNA. 

SIBERIANS:  Orderfrom  James  Foreman,  1370  W.  Michaels  Rd.,  Tipp  City,  OH  45371.  Please 
write  for  details  before  ordering. 

SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact:  Ray  M.  John,  1004  Springfield,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76112. 

IRIS  SLIDES  NEEDED 

Hybridizers  and  camera  buffs! — To  keep  the  existing  AIS  slide  sets  updated  and  of  ever 
improving  quality,  a  constant  supply  of  good  slides  is  needed.  If  you  have  high  quality  close- 
up  slides  of  the  below  listed,  won’t  you  please  submit  them  for  possible  inclusion  in  the 
various  slide  sets?  Selected  slides  will  be  duplicated  and  the  originals  returned  to  you. 
Acute  needs  for  revisions  beginning  in  November  are: 

1988  and  1989  introductions  of  all  types 

1987  and  1988  HM  and  AM  award  winners — all  types 

Arrangements— -Floral  designs  featuring  irises 

Please  mail  to:  Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 
Slides  Committee 
4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  N.M.  87107 
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ACME  IRIS  GARDENS 

P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  4881 1 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
after  April  1 5  for  $1 .00 

ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 


Aitken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 


Medians 

Dwarfs 

Tails 

Species 

Introducing  for 
Boswell,  Sindt,  Hobbs, 
Denkewitz,  &  T ankesley- Clarke 

Illustrated  Catalogue,  $1.00 

damgrove 
Rte.  1,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Send  50c  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizer 

Send  $1.00  for  Catalog  &  Map 


SPECIALIZING  IN 
LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 
P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 

PHONE:  504-868-5422 
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BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 


BILLIE’S  IRIS  GARDEN 

638  Ash  Street 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
509/525-9534 

Wide  variety  of  tall  bearded  irises, 
old  and  new.  Reasonable  prices. 
Send  75^  in  stamps  for  descriptive  list. 


BORBELETA  GARDENS,  INC. 

15974  Ganby  Avenue,  AIS 
Faribault,  MN  55021 
Phone:  (507)  334=2807 

SDB  and  IB  Irises.  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Siberian  Irises,  5  acres,  newest 
and  latest  Lilies  and  Daylilies,  the 
very  newest  and  older  standbys. 

Send  $3.00  for  a  full  natural  color 
catalog  to  the  above  address. 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  7414  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


RANDY  ^  SHELLEY  BROWN  S 
IRIS  GARDEN 

1 86  West  800  North 
Sunset,  Utah  84015 

Send  First  class  stamp  for  descriptive 
price  list  of  newer  Tall  Bearded  Iris. 


GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  irises.  Also 
Spuria:;  and  Louisianas. 

Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd, ,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L,  Brown 

"YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY- 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


Iris 

Daylilies 
Hosta 
Peonies 
Perennials 

Busse  Gardens 

"Ok,  AC  nne.%Ata  tzania  ((Pc  o  pL  ’ 

Rt.2  Box  238 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 
Catalog  $2.00 
Deduct  on  First  Order 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 
14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 
Catalog  on  request  after  March  15. 
Please  enclose  2  first  class  stamps. 
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Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 
also  Siberian  Irises 

Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1988  Catalog — $1.00 
(refundable) 

CAPXICS  MXM 
w* seif 

15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 

Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 


COOLEY  S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

PO.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 


COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 


Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  LA, 
Bulb  type  irises  and  Daylilies  at 
reasonable  prices. 

Catalog  $2.00 
Refundable  with  order 
No  color 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

I’m  back,  but  will  only  be  listing  Louisiana 
irises  this  year.  See  April  ad  for  my  1989 
median  introduction. 

Send  stamp  for  1989  price  list 


COUNTRY  VIEW 
GARDENS 

of  Barb  Gibson 
13253  McKeighan  Road 
Chesaning,  Ml  48616 

GROWERS  OF 
OVER  1,000  MEDIANS 

We  also  offer  MDBs,  TBs  and 
Siberians  at  reasonable  prices. 

Please  send  1  st  class  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 
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CORDON  BLEU  FARMS 

of 

Bob  Brooks  —  digger 
Ray  Chesnik  —  packer 
Box  2033 

San  Marcos,  CA  92069 

DAYLILIES  for  the  collector.  Many 
colors— tetraploids,  diploids, 
miniatures,  doubles.  Spuria  and 
Louisiana  IRISES. 


Catalog  $1.00 

COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 
Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley, 
Don  Denney,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and 
Vernon  Wood. 

—  Send  50b  for  catalog  — 


Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Price  list 
and  culture  sheet  on  request. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 


GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 
Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 


11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 
1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 
See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 

Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

Iris  Appliqued 
Flags  -  Sweatshirts 
Send  SASE  for  List 


Reasonable  Prices 
Send  stamp  for  catalog 
HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard,  NE  69334 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 
Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de¬ 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 


HARPER’S  GARDENS 

Box  207  -  Moran,  KS  66749 
Jim  &  Allen  Harper 

TB,  BB,  IB,  MTB  &  SDB 
Selected  Species 
Limited  Hemerocallis 


FOXES  IRIS  PATCH 
Route  5,  Box  382 
Huron,  SD  57350 


Catalog  $1.00 
Refundable  with  first  order 
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HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 

J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  988 1 5 

ILLINI  IRIS 

4§jS»  D.  STEVE  VARNER 
T|  N.  State  St.  Rd. 

|JrS  Route  3,  Box  5 

MW  Monticello,  IL  61856 
/  Phone  2 1 7-762-3446 

Introductions  of 

Jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 

Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 

Siberian  Irises 

Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

JASPERSON’S  HERSEY 
NURSERY 

Lu  Jasperson 

RR  #1  -  Wilson,  WI  54027 

SDBs,  TBs,  Dahlias 

Specializing  in  TBs  and  Dahlias 

Send  stamp  for  list(s) 

Iris  lovers  from  West  Germany 
and  Japan  have  purchased  double 
rimmers  for  their  home  areas,  giv¬ 
ing  IRIS  TEST  GARDENS  interna  - 
tional  recognition. 

Slides  are  available  for  club 
meetings.  Let  us  know  your  wishes 
so  our  set  can  be  sent  on  time.  Cost: 
Return  insured. 

We  have  display  beds  at  our  main 
garden  at  424  S.E.  8th  St.  and  also  at 
our  home.  Chet  'Ibmpkins’  introduc¬ 
tions  are  a  new  feature  for  our  many 
visitors  to  see  for  themselves. 

THE  J-LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 

Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  450  stamp  for  lists  after 

March  1 

AUSTIN  &  IONE  MORGAN 
IRIS  TEST  GARDENS 

1010  Highland  Park  Drive 
College  Place,  WA  99324 

Send  500  for  catalog 

Visitors  welcome — bring  camera. 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8173  Stockton,  CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  Newest 

Tall  Bearded 

and  Featuring  Introductions  by 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 

♦Joe  Gatty 
♦Keith  Keppel 

July/August  shipment 

Send  $1.00  for  catalogue  with  pedigrees, 
deductible  from  first  order. 
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KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

Carol  and  George  Lankow 

Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises 

Featuring  the  irises  of 

Jean  Witt,  Ken  Fisher, 
MayBelle  Wright,  Carol  Lankow 

Catalog  on  request 

725  -  20th  Avenue  West 
Kirkland,  WA  98033 

Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

113  S.W.  Fifth 
Newcastle,  OK  73065 

List  upon  request 

Harvey  Robinson  and  Chris  Vizvarie 

LAURIE'S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 

Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Calif ornicae  (PCNs) 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 

TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


GARDENS 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 

Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  Belle  Durio 
CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  44-page  Daylily  and  Loui¬ 
siana  Iris  Catalog  is  now  avail¬ 
able  for  $2.00 

THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TOFLND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 

RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jel la  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

of  Medians  •  TBs  •  Arilbreds 
$1 .00  on  request 

Mid-America  Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 

P.O.  Box  12982 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73157 
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Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 

Stockton,  CA  95205 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


Semi-retired:  Now  listing  only 
our  own  introductions  for  1989 
and  the  introductions  of  the 
past  three  years. 


Write  for  free  price  list 


•  RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE 

•  EXCLUSIVE  "NO  FAULT" 
GUARANTEE 

•  FREE  PRICE  LIST  APRIL 
THROUGH  JULY 


Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 

COLOR  BROCHURE  $1.00  on  request 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Spme  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
Send  stamp  for  price  list. 


MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 


cTRIafyott's 

Qattier\s 

1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 

COPY  DEADLINES 


January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  15 


Monty  Byers/Bill  Gibbs 
P.O.  Box  367 
Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and 
rebloomers.  An  extensive  listing 
of  many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB, 
BB,  MTB,  IB,  SDB  and  MDB 
irises. 

You'll  like  the  varietal  informa¬ 
tion  and  the  prices  in  our  cata¬ 
log.  it's  free! 
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HUller'a  Manor 
(Sarbcna 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


Bob  Thomason's 

OKIE  IRIS  GARDENS 

P.O.  Box  60673 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
73146 

Many  older  irises  and  some 
newer  ones  at  reasonable 
prices. 

Send  50c  in  stamps  for  catalog 
(refunded  with  order). 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

MDB  -  MEDIANS  -  TB  -  REBLOOMERS 
SIBERIAN  -  JAPANESE  -  SPECIES 
ALSO  DAYLILIES 
4724  ANGUS  DRIVE 
GAINESVILLE,  VA  22065 
CATALOG  $1.00;  REFUNDABLE 


<_AJo*tfc  ‘Tine  $*ts  Qatdets 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
Specialties:  Hand  Carved  Iris  Letter 
Openers 

Iris  Wind  Chimes 
Iris  Clapper  for  your 
Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 
Send  45#  stamp  for  price  list. 


OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featurins  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Miller — 'Dancing  Nanou' — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 


WEATHER  RESISTANT 
METAL  MARKERS 

For  identification 

of  your 

flowers  &  vegetables 


Designed  and  in  use  for 
over  20  years  at  Grace 
Gardens  in  Baraboo,  Wl, 
these  weather  resistnat 
markers  feature  9  guage 
galvanized  wire  with 
aluminum  tags.  Place 
name  on  tag  with  Dymo 
type  tape. 


Pkg.  10  markers  only  $4.50 
or  SAVE 

Pkg.  50  markers  just  $20.00 
*Add  1 5%  for  Shipping 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES 

by  Frances  E.  Schluter 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  is  a  comprehensive  look  at  Iris 
mythology,  development  and  care.  This  61  page,  soft 
cover  book  is  useful  for  beginning  and  experienced 
gardeners.  LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  can  be  yours  for  only 
$3.00. 

OLIVER  HOUSE 

1 50  N.  State  St.  Mondovi,  Wl  54755 
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PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 

Sibley,  Dazey, 

North  Dakota  58429 

400  Tall  Bearded  Varieties 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 

Send  Stamp  for  Price  List 


REATH’S  NURSERY 

RO.  Box  521B 
Vulcan,  MI  49892 

The  finest 

PEONIES 
TREE  PEONIES 
DAFFODILS 
HOSTAS 

Send  $1.00  for  color  catalog 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 

See  our  ads  in  the 
January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 


RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 

1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


RANCHO 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 

Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

PC.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 
Available  April  thru  July 


ROR1S 

GARDENS 


•  7851  Carmencita  Ave. 
Sacramento,  CA.  95829 


k 


(916)689-7460 


M 


104 


RIVERDAEE  IRIS 
GARDENS 

Back  in  1988  -  New  Ownership 

Tracy  W.  Jennings 

(with  Zula  Hanson,  Consultant) 
BO.  Box  524 
Rockford,  MN  55373 

Still  featuring  an  extensive  list  of  top 
quality  dwarfs  and  medians.  Send 
#1.00  for  catalog,  deductible  from  your 
first  order. 


SHILOH  GARDEN 

Stan  and  Vickie  Courtney 
Rt.  1,  Box  77A 
Pawnee,  IL  62558 

350  TB  varieties 
Send  25  y;  stamp  for  catalog 

SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

(New  owners  and  location) 


NORVEL  and  RITA  GLASCOCK 

Route  2  -  Box  84 
Cynthiana,  Kentucky  41031 


Please  send  inquiries  to  above  address  Co^  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 

Send  stamp  for  catalog  -  no  color 


SCHLIEFERT 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 
Since  1935 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Price  List  Only 


SCHREINER’S  GARDENS 
3629  QUINABY  RD.(  NE. 
SALEM,  OREGON  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors 


GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 


IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 


Send  for  our  catalog  listing  of 
TB,  Aril  bred,  Median,  Spuria  & 
LA’s.  Guaranteed  quality! 


Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 
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SPRUCE  GARDENS 
RL  2,  Box  101 
Wi'seer,  NE  68791 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 

WEIR  GARDENS 

Iris  —  Daylilies 

Route  1,  Box  99C 

Kingston,  TN  37763 

Price  List 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self  addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  CINRCIH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One-inch 

Three-inch 

$  30.00  Two-inch 

$  50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

$  40.00 

One-quarter  page 

$  31.00 

Two-thirds  page 

$  73.00 

One-third  page 

$  40.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$  82.00 

One-half  page 

$  56.00 

Full  page 

$100.00 

Full  page,  color 

$200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to: 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O.Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 


April . Jan.  15 

July . Apr.  15 

October . July  1 5 
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From  the  Editor 


Even  though  I’ve  edited  four  issues  of  the  BULLETIN,  I’m  still 
learning.  It  is  a  job  which  requires  hours  of  proofreading,  and  the 
errors  still  seem  to  go  undetected.  Although,  we  jokingly  say  that 
those  errors  bring  pleasure  to  those  who  enjoy  looking  for  them,  they 
are  still  a  source  of  irritation  for  the  editor. 

Production  of  the  BULLETIN  is  a  series  of  deadlines.  Meeting  those 
deadlines  depends  on  the  promptness  of  many  people.  You  can  help 
in  the  meeting  of  those  deadlines  by  making  sure  that  any  material 
you  are  to  provide  to  one  of  the  various  committee  chairmen  is  sent  to 
them  on  time.  These  people  spend  many  hours  preparing  the  reports 
that  appear  on  the  pages  of  the  BULLETIN.  If  just  one  RVP,  or  one 
person  in  charge  of  a  show,  etc.  fails  to  meet  a  deadline,  the  entire 
process  is  delayed.  It  follows  that  the  BULLETIN  deadlines  are  not 
met,  and  nothing  can  be  done  to  eliminate  those  problems  until 
everyone  realizes  the  importance  of  promptness. 

Lor  years  members  of  AIS  requested  that  we  have  a  calendar 
featuring  irises.  That  request  became  a  reality  a  few  years  ago,  but  it 
seems  that  more  people  outside  the  organization  are  buying  the 
calendars  than  from  inside  the  AIS.  Calendars  for  1989  are  still 
available  from  the  editor.  The  price  is  $5  postpaid,  or  you  may  buy  1 0 
or  more  at  one  time  for  $2.50  each.  Don’t  miss  this  opportunity  to  have 
irises  in  your  home  every  month  of  the  year. 

Publications  of  the  various  clubs  and  regions  are  valuable  tools  for 
the  editor.  It  is  always  difficult  to  find  writers  for  the  BULLETIN,  and 
these  local  publications  provide  a  list  of  potential  authors  for  future 
articles.  It  is  not  possible  to  write  to  every  editor  who  sends  these 
publications  to  me,  but  I  do  want  to  say  thanks. 

Your  suggestions  for  articles  are  still  needed.  Let  me  know  what 
you’d  like  to  read. 


1989  AIS  IRIS  CALENDAR 
IN  THE  PINK 


Send  $5  for  each  copy.  Make  checks  to  The  American  Iris  Society 
and  mail  to  Ronald  Mullin,  Route  3,  Box  84,  Pawnee,  OK  74058 


Past  issues  are  available  for  $1  each 
and  500  each  for  additional  copies. 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6 Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01085 

2  —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3 —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Sterling  Innerst,  2700A  Oakland  Rd., 
Dover,  PA  17315 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

P.O.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Carol  Morgan,  G 1 384  Westwood  Dr.,  Flint, 

Mi  48532 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Joseph  Christopher,  1522  Mercury  Blvd., 

Murfreesboro,  TN  37130. 

8 —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Donald  Koza,  1171  E.  Idaho  Ave.,  St. 
Paul,  MN  55106 

9  —  Illinois:  Melody  Wilhoit,  Route  1 ,  Box  1 41 ,  Kansas,  IL  61 933 

10  —  Louisiana:  Mrs.  Ed.  Ostheimer,  P.O.  Box  485,  Houma,  LA  70361. 

1 1  —  Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Rose  Mary  Baier,  606  Montana  Avenue, 

Missoula,  MT  59802 

12  —  Utah:  Paul  Smith,  324  East,  700  North,  Pleasant  Grove,  UT  84062 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Barbara  Aitken,  608  NW  119th  St., 

Vancouver,  WA  98685. 

14 — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  James  P.  McWhirter,  201 
Waller  #303,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

15  — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Ralph  Strane,  7403  Archibald  Ave., 

Rancho  Cucamonga,  CA  91730. 

16  — Canada:  John  McMillen,  R.R.  #1,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 

1 7  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  — Kansas  and  Missouri-:  Mrs.  Meredith  (Leda)  Christlieb,  Route  1,  Box 

101,  Severy,  KS  67137 

19  — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Avenue, 

Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Betty  Jamieson,  26  Cambre  Circle,  Hot 
Springs  Village,  AR  71909 

23  —  New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Sarah  Scruggs,  Route  2  Box  21 7,  Gun- 
tersville,  AL  35976. 
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PRESENTING  FOR  1989 


DANCE  WITH  ME  $35.00 

(Bright  Spirit  x  jack  FL  Dee)  X 
(Crown  Sterling  x  Lemon  Brocade) 


MARGIE  ROBINSON 

558  N.  Stratford  Road  Wichita,  Kansas  67206 

Order  from  this  ad 

August  shipment  by  priority  mail  postage  paid 
316/684-3982 


PARTAKE  OF  THE 

EXHILARATING  AND  EFFERVESCENT 


BUBBLE  UP 


(GHIO  ’89)  $35.00 


Order  direct  or  send  $1.50  for  catalog. 

BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

1201  Bay  Street  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 


Bulletin  of  the 


April  1989 


Number  273 


ROSETTE  WINE 


3629  Quinaby  Rd. 
Salem,  Oregon  97303 


Catalog  $2.00 
(Deductible  1st  order) 


THE  AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 


A  nonprofit  institution  incorporated  Feb.  2, 1 927,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  State  of  Pennsylvania.  By 
the  terms  of  the  Charter,  the  Corporation  has  no  stockholders  and  exists  for  the  sole  purpose  of  promoting 
the  culture  and  improvement  of  the  IRIS. 


OFFICERS 

President:  James  Rasmussen,  21 12  West  17th,  Wichita,  KS  67203 

First  Vice  President:  Kenneth  M.  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield,  MA  01085 

Second  Vice  President:  Claire  B.  Barr,  12565  Cloudesiy  Drive,  San  Diego,  CA  92128 

Secretary:  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145 

Treasurer:  Glenn  F.  Corlew,  2229  Ptarmigan  Drive  #4,  Walnut  Creek,  CA  94595 

Editor:  Ronald  Mullin,  Rt.  3,  Box  84,  Pawnee,  OK  74058 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS 

Registrar:  Kay  Nelson,  PO.  Box  37613,  Omaha,  NE  68137 
Membership  Secretary:  Carol  Ramsey,  6518  Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
Recording  Secretary:  Claire  B.  Barr,  12565  Cloudesiy  Drive,  San  Diego,  CA  92128 
Publication  Sales  Director:  C.  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 


DIRECTORS 

Past  Presidents:  Marion  Walker,  Leon  Wolford,  Harold  L.  Stahly,  Ronald  Mullin 


Terms  expiring  in  1989: 
Terms  expiring  in  1990: 
Terms  expiring  in  1991 : 


Claire  B.  Barr 
Emma  Hobbs 

Lillian  Gristwood 
Jeane  Stayer 

Hilda  Crick 
Catherine  Long  Gates 


Olive  Rice-Waters 
Kenneth  M.  Waite 

Phillip  Williams 
Everette  Lineberger 

James  Copeland 
Walter  Machulak 


CHAIRMEN  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Affiliates:  James  A.  Copeland,  34165  C.  R.  652,  Mattawan,  Ml  49071,  Tel.  (616)  668-2156 

Awards:  Kenneth  M  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Ln.,  Westfield,  MA  01085 

Convention  Liaison:  Phil  Williams,  PO.  Box  41,  Eagleville,  TN.  37060 

Exhibitions:  Emma  Hobbs,  3303  Westfield  Rd.,  Noblesville,  IN  46060 

Foundation  Liaison:  Richard  Pettijohn,  2510  S.  148  Ave.,  Omaha,  NE  68144 

Historical:  Larry  Harder,  208  First  St.,  PO.  Box  278,  Ponca,  NE  68770 

Honorary  Awards:  Ronald  Mullin,  Route  3,  Box  84,  Pawnee,  OK  74058 

Judges  Training  and  Judges:  Hilda  Crick,  Route  4,  Lewisburg,  TN  37091.  Tel  (615)  359-1885 

Membership  Contest:  Mary  Kearney,  Route  3,  Box  502,  Gunterville,  AL  35976 

Policy:  Claire  B.  Barr,  12565  Cloudesiy  Dr.,  San  Diego,  CA  92128 

Public  Relations:  Olive  Rice-Waters,  1914  Napa  Ave.,  Berkeley,  CA  94707 

Registrations:  Keith  Keppel,  PO.  Box  8173,  Stockton,  CA  95208.  Send  all  registration  applications  and 
$5.00  payable  to  AIS,  to  registrar  Kay  Nelson,  PO.  Box  37613,  Omaha,  NE  68137 
Robins:  Janice  Badger,  6202  Champion  Road  -  Route  2,  Chattanooga,  TN  37416 
RVP  Counselor:  Walter  A.  Machulak,  S.  82  W.  12877  Acker  Drive,  Muskego,  Wl  53150 
Scientific:  Dr.  Currier  McEwen,  Route  1,  Box  818,  S.  Harpswell,  ME  04079 
Scholarship:  Lillian  Gristwood,  605  Lock  Street,  Phoenix,  N  Y.  13135 
Section  Liaison:  Everette  Lineberger,  2460  Compton  Bridge  Road,  Inman,  S.C.  29349 
Slides:  Howard  Shockey,  4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  NW,  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 
Youth:  Catherine  Long  Gates,  3033  Jefferson,  Boulder,  CO  80302 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


The  years  since  I  became  a  Regional  Vice  President  and  then  a  Board 
member  of  the  American  Iris  Society  have  been  a  continuous  learning  experi¬ 
ence  for  me.  I  never  cease  to  be  amazed  by  how  much  the  Society  influences 
the  lives  of  its  members.  As  “Society”  I  define  all  those  who  have  joined 
together  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  iris.  Within  this  group,  the  pursuits  you  follow 
can  fulfill  your  expectations  of  the  Society.  They  range  from  your  local  club 
events,  shows,  through  the  regional  organizations  with  their  well-planned 
judges  training  programs  and  spring  tours,  to  the  national  conventions  which 
are  held  each  year  for  all  to  enjoy.  Your  interests  may  involve  you  in  Robin 
programs,  exhibition  committees,  Section  organizations,  or  hybridizing.  And 
your  knowledge  will  be  increased  and  reinforced,  your  enthusiasm  rekindled 
by  the  Society’s  fine  publications — from  the  newsletters  of  your  local  club, 
regional  bulletins,  Section  literature,  books  on  irises,  to  the  national  BUL¬ 
LETIN.  In  my  past  letters  I  have  pointed  out  that  the  Society  offers  something 
for  everyone— the  more  you  put  into  it,  the  more  you  will  receive  in  return. 

I  marvel  at  the  many  people  who  give  their  time  and  energy  to  keep  our 
Society  functioning.  Volunteerism  is  at  the  very  core  of  the  AIS.  Your  time 
given  for  the  love  of  the  iris  has  as  its  reward  your  pride  in  a  job  well  done.  This 
is  the  ultimate  in  satisfaction  for  each  of  us  as  individual  members. 

This  spring,  as  we  spend  time  in  our  gardens  contemplating  the  beauty  we 
see  in  the  irises  before  us,  as  we  take  trips  to  see  other  gardens,  as  we  visit 
with  old  and  new  iris  friends,  let  us  keep  in  mind  that  WE  are  the  American  Iris 
Society.  Eight  thousand  members  can  share  this  love  we  have  for  irises  with 
someone  who  lacks  our  devotion  and  interests  in  this  wonderful  flower.  I  hope 
that  all  of  you  will  continue  to  seek  out  the  activities  that  are  available  to  you 
through  the  Society  so  that  you  may  receive  personal  satisfaction  in  your 
membership  and  can  further  your  pursuit  of  this  wonderful  hobby  and  expand 
your  knowledge  and  love  of  irises. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $1 5.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . complete  .  .  .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

NEW:  Iris  Notes,  31/2  x  5V£,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden,  $6.00  per  pack,  3  for  $1 7.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes 
and  envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1 :  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . . Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  W  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE . each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1988  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including 

addresses . $6.50 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $15.00 

Reprint,  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 

1 988  Edition . $4.00  1985  . $4.00 

1977  . $2.00  1986  . $4.00 

1978  . $3.50  1987  . $4.00 

1984  . $3.50 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available  . $2.50 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . $1.50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 


Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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Hybridizer’s  Medal  Awarded  To 
Eleanor  McCown 


Eleanor  McCown  is  a  native  of  Pasadena,  California,  and  inherited  her  love 
of  plants  from  her  father.  Her  earliest  memories  are  of  watching  him  propogate 
Rex  begonias  and  ferns.  As  a  youngster,  Eleanor  roamed  the  Arroyo  Seco  (the 
Rose  Bowl  is  located  there  now)  with  her  butterfly  net  and  notebook  as  she 
hunted  both  butterflies  and  wildflowers.  By  the  time  she  graduated  from  high 
school,  she  knew  the  common  and  sometimes  the  Latin  names  for  all  the  local 
wildflowers  that  grew  in  the  Arroyo  and  the  surrounding  hills.  Today,  all  this 
area  is  subdivided  and  covered  with  houses  and  golf  courses. 

After  graduating  from  LaVerne  College  in  1933,  she  was  one  of  the  lucky 
ones  finding  a  job  teaching.  She  was  one  of  two  teachers  in  the  little  Highline 
School  in  the  Imperial  Valley.  About  that  time,  Frank  McCown  came  down  to 
take  over  his  mother’s  farm  which  had  been  leased  out  and  was  in  pretty  bad 
shape.  He  and  Eleanor  met  at  a  “box  social”  at  the  school  and  were  married  in 
Yuma,  Arizona,  in  1 935.  Their  three  children  are  Katie,  Margaret,  and  William. 

Soon  after  her  marriage,  Eleanor  received  a  large  clump  of  rhizomes  from  a 
friend  in  Holtville  who  called  them  “poor  man’s  orchids”  and  guaranteed  that 
they  would  grow  and  bloom  despite  the  long,  hot  summers  and  the  alkalinity 
of  the  water.  Eleanor’s  father  also  brought  down  some  bearded  irises.  Both 
types  took  off  and  thrived  despite  irregular  watering,  and  they  competed 
successfully  with  the  Bermuda  grass. 

Sometime  in  the  forties,  Eleanor  picked  up  a  leaflet  of  a  list  of  irises  from 
Milliken  in  Pasadena.  She  found  some  irises  called  Spurias  that  could  only  be 
related  to  her  “poor  man’s  orchids”  which  had  almost  become  a  weed.  She 
sent  for  several,  including  White  Heron,  Cherokee  Chief,  Wadi  Zem  Zem,  and 
Lark  Song.  These  all  bloomed  in  their  second  year  and  Eleanor  loved  them. 
Lark  Song,  which  had  cost  five  dollars,  sent  up  three  lovely  stalks.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  that  fall  it  was  not  sending  up  new  green  leaves  and  was  going  to  be 
lost.  It  had  set  seed,  so  Eleanor  decided  she  was  not  about  to  spend  another 
five  dollars.  She  decided  to  plant  the  seeds  and  get  the  plant  back  that  way. 

Three  years  later  when  the  five  surviving  seedlings  bloomed,  Eleanor 
realized  that  she  was  dealing  with  hybrids.  Since  her  “poor  man’s  orchids” 
had  bloomed  true  from  seeds,  she  started  to  investigate  and  found  that  it  was 
the  species  “orchraleuca.” 

An  article  in  Flower  Grower  Magazine  in  the  fifties  told  of  some  of  the  newer 
Spurias  and  invited  the  readers  to  join  the  Spuria  Iris  Society,  giving  Mary 
Redford’s  address  in  Sommerton,  Arizona,  as  the  president.  Eleanor  sent  two 
dollars  to  join,  but  she  was  told  she  was  welcome  to  join  but  would  have  to  join 
The  American  Iris  Society  in  order  to  be  a  member.  So,  Eleanor  incidentally 
became  a  member  of  AIS. 

When  invited  to  judge  a  flower  show  in  Yuma,  Eleanor  met  both  Mary 
Redford  and  Dr.  Corliss,  the  author  of  the  article  in  Flower  Grower.  They  told 
her  about  Mr.  Ferguson  in  Escondido  and  the  marvelous  spurias  he  was 
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Eleanor  McCown 


producing.  She  also  learned  of  a  show  that  was  held  in  Arcadia  at  the 
Arboretum.  Since  this  was  practically  home  town  to  Eleanor,  she  cut  buckets 
of  spurias,  bundled  her  daughters  into  the  car,  and  headed  for  the  coast.  It 
was  here  that  she  met  many  wonderful  people,  including  many  well  known 
irisarians  such  as  Clarke  Cosgrove,  Archie  Owen,  and  Marion  Walker.  That 
did  it!  When  the  San  Diego,  Imperial  County  Iris  Society  formed,  she  really 
became  active  and  attended  her  first  convention  in  Berkeley  where  she  met 
Ben  Hager  and  Joe  Ghio. 

Her  hybridizing  continued  and  she  registered  her  first  spuria  which  was 
called  IMPERIAL  SONG.  It  was  one  of  the  seedlings  of  Lark  Song.  While  it  did 
not  have  ruffling,  it  was  very  large  and  for  the  time,  it  had  good  substance  and 
was  very  vigorous.  Since  then,  several  other  spurias  have  been  registered 
and  introduced.  Eleanor  contends  that,  by  today’s  standards,  she  would  just 
as  soon  pull  some  of  them  back.  Her  present  goals  are  in  two  directions.  She 
wants  to  make  shorter  varieties,  and  she  wants  to  get  an  iris  of  pink  coloring  in 
the  spuria  class. 
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Eleanor’s  hybridizing  efforts  have  resulted  in  many  award  winners.  She  has 
won  the  Nies  Award  eight  times  and  has  thirty-seven  HMs.  Six  times  in  the 
past  eight  years,  one  of  her  irises  has  been  the  winner  of  the  Nies  Award,  an 
AM  equivalent.  These  six  winners  are:  IMPERIAL  RUBY,  HSGHLINE  HONEY, 
ADOBE  SUNSET,  IMPERIAL  GOLD,  BETTY  COOPER,  and  JANICE 
CHESNIK. 


New  RVP’s 

Ten  new  RVPs  began  serving  their  respective  regions  on  January  1  after 
having  been  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors  last  November.  Addresses 
for  these  new  regional  officers  can  be  found  at  the  back  of  this  Bulletin. 

Region  3  Sterling  Innerst 

Sterling  Innerst  was  born  on  a  farm  of  approximately  1 1 00  acres  where  the 
specialties  were  registered  Holstein  dairy  cattle,  beef,  grain,  and  poultry. 
Sterling  is  one  of  seven  children. 

During  his  tenure  in  the  service,  he  was  a  Military  Policeman  stationed  at 
Fort  Campbell,  Kentucky.  After  his  discharge,  he  purchased  a  farm  and  bred, 
milked,  and  showed  registered  Holsteins.  After  five  years  of  farming,  he 
decided  to  do  what  he  had  always  wanted  to  do — become  an  elementary 
school  teacher.  The  farm  was  sold,  and  Sterling  attended  York  Junior  College 
for  two  years.  He  was  hired  by  Dover  School  District  with  a  Temporary 
Emergency  Certificate  because  of  a  teacher  shortage. 

During  his  first  year,  a  fellow  teacher  gave  him  some  unnamed  irises.  After 
receiving  a  Wild’s  catalogue,  he  discovered  that  irises  had  names  and  were 
not  called  “flags.”  Twelve  irises  were  purchased  from  Wild’s,  including  Lulu 
Marguerite.  Soon,  he  discovered  that  his  priorities  were  changing  and  that  he 
no  longer  had  time  to  live  on  campus  and  work  for  a  Doctorate. 

In  1975,  Sterling  moved  to  his  current  five-acre  “plantation.”  In  1981,  he 
married  his  lovely  wife,  Barbara.  They  now  grow  many  varieties  and  classes  of 
irises,  daylilies,  and  orchids.  They  grow  seedlings  of  all  these,  plant  a  garden 
Sterling  calls  too  large,  and  grow  many  other  flowering  plants.  Barbara 
collects  iris  and  orchid  artifacts  and  has  an  impressive  array  of  each. 

In  addition  to  his  commercial  garden,  Sterling  still  teaches  elementary 
school  in  Dover,  Pennsylvania,  and  continues  his  education  by  taking  sum¬ 
mer  and  evening  courses  when  they  are  available. 

Region  6— Carol  Morgan 

Carol  Moran  was  born  and  reared  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  She  graduated 
with  a  BA  degree  from  the  University  of  Michigan.  She  has  taught  Spanish  at 
the  high  school  level  and  is  currently  employed  in  Flint  as  a  tutor  with  the  Title  V 
American  Indian  Education  Program. 


8 


STERLING  INNERST 
Region  3 


DR.  DONALD  KOZA 
Region  8 


PAUL  SMITH  MELODY  WILHOIT 

Region  12  Region  9 


Carol  has  been  a  member  of  the  Central  Michigan  Iris  Society  and  is  active 
in  the  Federated  Garden  Club’s  local  group.  She  enjoys  flower  arranging. 

Carol  is  married  to  Paul  Morgan  and  has  two  children.  Everyone  in  the  family 
is  a  fan  of  the  iris,  and  all  participate  in  gardening. 

Region  8— Dr.  Donald  Koza 

Dr.  Donald  Koza  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  has  lived  there  all  his 
life  except  for  the  time  he  was  in  the  army  and  during  his  medical  residency  at 
Mayo  Clinic. 

Don’s  interest  in  gardening  developed  as  he  watched  his  mother  and 
grandparents  caring  for  their  gardens.  As  a  teenager,  he  was  assigned  a 
garden  of  irises  to  maintain.  The  garden  contained  only  two  varieties  of  irises; 
one  the  common  purple  and  the  other  a  yellow  with  maroon  falls.  This  iris  was 
later  identified  as  Honorabile. 

Fortunately,  Don  was  able  to  attend  an  unusual  public  high  school  whose 
studies  included  one  year  each  of  biology,  botany,  zoology,  and  human 
physiology.  His  college  work  included  botany  and  calculus  and  his  work  in  a 
tissue  culture  lab  growing  lymphnodes,  embryonic  chick  hearts,  and  human 
cancer  cells. 

Don  joined  AIS  in  1 970  when  he  answered  an  advertisement  that  offered  a 
“Kit  to  Hybridize  Irises”  with  money  for  dues  in  The  American  Iris  Society.  After 
seeing  a  meeting  notice  in  the  Sunday  paper  about  a  year  later,  he  attended 
his  first  meeting  of  what  is  now  the  Iris  Society  of  Minnesota. 

Don  is  an  accredited  judge  and  tries  to  grow  every  type  of  iris.  He  attends 
the  conventions  of  the  AIS  on  a  regular  basis,  and  he  has  held  many  offices  in 
local  clubs.  His  attempts  to  hybridize  the  red  iris  have  all  failed,  but  he  dreams 
of  returning  to  the  laboratory  and  transferring  the  red  color  genes  from  the  red 
tulip  to  the  tall  bearded  iris.  It  never  hurts  to  dream! 

Region  9 — Melody  Wilhoit 

Melody  Wilhoit  has  lived  in  Edgar  County  in  east  central  Illinois  all  her  life. 
She  attended  and  graduated  from  Redmon  Grade  School,  Brocton  High 
School,  and  Eastern  Illinois  University. 

In  1 967,  she  married  Jerry  Wilhoit,  and  they  built  a  new  home  from  scratch 
on  twenty  acres  southeast  of  Kansas,  Illinois.  They  and  their  two  sons,  Justin 
(age  16)  and  Jason  (age  14)  still  live  there.  The  two  boys  are  both  AIS  youth 
members  and  have  attended  five  national  conventions. 

Melody’s  interest  in  irises  began  in  1968  when  her  mother-in-law  gave  her 
about  ten  named  tall  bearded  varieties  with  which  to  landscape.  One  of  those 
was  Melody  Lane.  In  1971  Steve  Varner  urged  her  to  join  AIS  while  she  was 
visiting  his  garden.  An  iris  friend,  Grace  Brown,  also  wanted  her  to  join  AIS  so 
she  could  be  a  member  of  a  round  robin  that  Grace  directed.  So,  Melody 
joined  AIS  and  has  been  hooked  ever  since.  She  thinks  her  deep-seeded 
interest  in  irises  as  well  as  other  perennials  must  have  come  from  her  paternal 
grandfather  who  grew  named  variety  irises,  peonies,  daylilies,  and  roses  from 
the  1930’s  to  the  1950’s. 
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CAROL  MORGAN— Region  6 


Melody  has  been  active  in  Region  9,  holding  several  offices  in  affiliate 
societies  from  president  to  secretary  to  publicity  chairman.  She  is  very  proud 
of  the  new  Prairie  Iris  Society  which  she,  Jerry,  and  Roger  Kirkwood  formed  in 
the  Champaign-Urbana  area.  Their  first  show  in  May  of  1 988  was  the  largest 
in  Region  9.  The  club  has  been  featured  on  television  three  times  during  the 
past  year. 

Melody  just  finished  a  term  as  president  of  LISA  and  has  given  many 
judging  schools  on  beardless  irises,  especially  Louisianas.  She  gave  the 
judges’  training  program  on  Louisianas  at  the  Phoenix  Convention  in  1987. 

The  Wilhoit’s  grow  all  types  of  irises  at  their  hobby  garden,  Redbud  Lane  Iris 
Garden.  Nearly  a  thousand  tall  bearded,  hundreds  of  medians,  fifty-MDBs, 
fifty  arilbreds,  a  hundred  each  of  Japanese,  spurias,  and  species,  one  hun¬ 
dred  fifty  Siberians,  more  than  three  hundred  Louisianas  grow  in  several 
micro-climates  at  Redbud  Lane  which  features  two  ponds,  a  small  creek, 
steep  hillsides,  and  a  natural  boggy  area.  About  600  different  daylilies, 
cannas,  roses,  and  other  perennials  grow  here  as  do  waterlilies  in  the  fish 
pond. 

Although  the  family  takes  most  of  her  time,  Melody  is  a  4-H  leader,  does 
volunteer  work,  enjoys  reading,  quilting,  bird  watching,  nature  study,  swim¬ 
ming,  and  is  a  big  sports  fan.  She  and  Jerry  especially  enjoy  basketball. 

Region  11— RoseMary  Baier 

RoseMary  Baier,  Region  11’s  new  RVP,  grew  up  in  the  Bitterroot  Valley  of 
Western  Montana.  She  and  her  husband,  Ken,  have  two  grown  children;  a 
daughter,  Kelly,  a  son,  Stacey,  and  three  grandsons  who  affectionately  call 
her  “Punkin.”  RoseMary  is  currently  Circulation  Manager  for  the  Western 
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Montana  Messenger. 

Rosie  has  been  very  active  in  the  Missoula  Iris  Society  and  Region  1 1 .  She 
has  held  the  positions  of  President  of  MIS,  Treasurer  of  Region  11,  and  is 
currently  very  active  within  MIS.  Her  concept  and  implementation  of  the 
annual  MIS  Tour  have  made  it  the  “Premiere”  garden  and  iris  event  of  the  year 
in  Missoula. 

Rosie  and  Ken  maintain  a  very  beautiful  yard  with  many  varieties  of  irises. 
They  have  been  very  successful  in  proving  that  Louisianas  and  Arils  can  be 
successfully  grown  in  Western  Montana.  She  is  an  AIS  Judge  and  an  appren¬ 
tice  judge  in  the  American  Dahlia  Society. 

Missoula  and  Region  1 1  's  “Brassy  Broad”  is  looking  forward  to  working  with 
the  fine  panel  of  RVPs  in  AIS. 

Region  12 — Paul  Smith 

Paul  Smith,  new  RVP  for  Region  12,  was  born  in  Pleasant  Grove,  Utah,  and 
has  lived  there  since.  He  and  his  wife,  Kathy,  have  two  teenaged  children, 
Shaun  and  Stacy.  Paul  owns  his  own  business  and  is  a  Bishop  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints. 

Paul  planted  his  first  irises  as  a  teenager,  planted  more  when  he  built  his 
home,  and  became  devoted  to  them  when  he  attended  a  Utah  Iris  Society 
show.  Since  that  time,  he  has  served  the  society  in  several  capacities,  includ¬ 
ing  serving  as  president.  He  participates  in  the  AIS  Robin  Program  and  grows 
tuberous  begonias,  roses,  and  other  flowers  along  with  his  irises.  He  is  a 
member  of  Artistic  Designers  and  enjoys  flower  arranging,  playing  the  organ, 
and  photography. 

Any  time  one  visits  a  show  in  the  area  of  Salt  Lake  City,  the  evidence  of 
Paul’s  talent  in  making  arrangements  will  be  much  in  evidence. 

Region  14 — James  McWhirter 

Jim  McWhirter,  the  new  RVP  of  Region  14,  does  not  need  an  introduction  to 
many  of  the  members  of  AIS  since  he  has  attended  every  national  convention 
except  one  since  1972.  He  is  a  native  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Vanderbilt  University  in  that  city.  His  interest  in  irises  goes  back  to 
his  childhood.  He  was  born  and  reared  behind  the  iris  garden  of  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Gotto,  a  contemporary  of  Geddes  Douglas  and  Jesse  Wills,  during  the  time 
that  Nashville  was  one  of  the  most  important  centers  of  iris  interest  in  America. 

During  his  junior  high  school  and  high  school  years,  Jim  traveled  with  Mrs. 
Gotto  to  the  Douglas  and  Wills  Gardens  and  received  a  sound  background  in 
appreciating  and  judging  quality  irises. 

His  schooling  at  Vanderbilt,  where  he  majored  in  English  and  minored  in 
accounting,  interrupted  his  interest  in  irises,  but  after  moving  to  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  area  in  the  1960’s,  he  was  determined  to  acquire  some  land 
and  return  to  his  love  of  the  genus  iris.  With  his  long  time  partner,  Don  Denney, 
Jim  leased  land  in  Hayward  in  1971  and  revived  the  Cottage  Garden  name 
that  had  been  used  by  Ethel  and  George  Johnson- some  years  before. 

At  once,  Jim  started  hybridizing  Tall  Bearded  irises  and  his  first  introduc¬ 
tion,  Tennessee  Frost,  was  released  in  1 977.  Since  then,  he  has  introduced  a 
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series  of  creations  that  have  been  popular.  Irises  such  as  Tequila  Sunrise, 
Breakfast  at  Tiffany’s,  Love  Magic,  Communique,  Night  Club,  and  Clockwork 
Orange  have  gained  him  the  reputation  as  one  of  the  region’s  new,  upcoming 
hybridizers.  Although  he  has  introduced  irises  in  many  colors,  he  is  most 
interested  in  hybridizing  whites  and  blues. 

From  the  time  he  renewed  his  interest  in  irises,  Jim  has  been  active  in  the 
Region,  serving  as  president  of  the  Sydney  B.  Mitchell,  Mt.  Diablo,  and 
Sacramento  Iris  Societies.  Even  before  he  was  appointed  as  an  AIS  judge, 
Jim  started  to  visit  iris  gardens  in  places  such  as  Oregon,  Utah,  Washington, 
and  Southern  California.  Trips  to  Texas  and  Louisiana  have  furthered  his 
judging  skills  in  Louisiana  irises  and  he  expanded  his  knowledge  of  Jap¬ 
anese  irises  with  a  trip  to  Japan.  Jim  also  enjoys  writing  to  AIS  people  all  over 
the  United  States  because  it  ties  the  iris  interests  closer  together. 

In  addition  to  his  iris  activities,  Jim  is  employed  as  treasurer  by  Tayler 
Products  in  South  San  Francisco,  co-owner  of  Cottage  Gardens  of  Wilton, 
California,  with  Larry  and  Marcy  Lauer,  active  in  Democratic  Politics  in  San 
Francisco,  and  board  member,  secretary,  and  volunteer  coordinator  of  The 
Family  Link  in  San  Francisco — a  non-profit  agency  providing  low  cost  and/or 
free  housing  for  friends  and  family  members  of  people  suffering  from  AIDS. 

One  of  Jim’s  goals  as  RVP  will  be  to  attempt  to  regain  the  position  of  top 
region  in  membership  in  the  AIS.  He  also  hopes  to  work  toward  maintaining 
quality  judges  within  the  region. 

Region  18 — Mrs.  Meredith  Christlieb 

Mrs.  Meredith  Christlieb  (Leda)  moved  two  irises  to  her  farm  home  in  1 944, 
then  spent  several  years  trading  colors  of  irises  and  adding  to  her  iris 
collection.  Named  irises  were  ordered  in  the  late  50’s  and  she  joined  The 
American  Iris  Society  and  Aril  Society  International  in  1 961 .  The  Kansas  City 
convention  of  1962  was  her  first  convention  and  seeing  all  the  beautiful  irises 
made  her  want  to  go  home  and  pull  up  all  of  her  irises  and  buy  new  ones! 

She  helped  start  an  iris  club  in  her  area  and  served  as  president  and  show 
chairman,  but  when  the  majority  wanted  it  to  become  a  social  club,  she  joined 
the  Wichita  Iris  Club.  She  has  attended  ten  national  conventions,  enjoying 
each  one  more  than  the  last. 

Leda  has  served  her  region  as  Area  Chairman,  member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  secretary,  and  Assistant  Regional  Vice  President  as  well  as  editing 
the  Region’s  bulletin.  She  served  as  national  Robin  Program  director  and  held 
the  first  robin  reception  at  the  Wichita  convention  in  1971.  She  has  been  a 
Master  judge  for  several  years. 

A  recent  move  to  town  necessitated  cutting  down  the  number  of  tall 
bearded  irises  grown  to  about  one  hundred,  but  a  few  favorites  in  the  SDB,  IB, 
BB,  AB,  and  MTB  classes  and  species  are  growing  with  companion  plants 
around  the  house. 

Three  of  Leda’s  arilbred  introductions  have  won  awards:  POGO  DOLL, 
William  Mohr  award  1979;  LITTLE  ENGRAVED,  silver  medal  Vienna,  Austria 
1 983;  and  LITTLE  ELMOHR,  silver  medal  Vienna,  Austria  1 986.  Leda  helped 
start  a  Historical  Society  and  Museum  in  Eureka  and  served  as  president.  She 
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hunts  family  genealogy  and  is  typing  a  book  on  her  family’s  history. 

Leda  and  Meredith  operate  Rippling  Waters  Ranch  on  Otter  Creek  near 
Eureka,  Kansas,  where  they  grow  alfalfa,  wheat,  brome,  cattle,  and  horses. 

Region  19— Nancy  Szmuriga 

Nancy  and  Steve  Szmuriga  (Ignore  the  “z”  and  the  name  is  easy  to  pro¬ 
nounce)  have  been  married  twenty-five  years  and  are  the  parents  of  four 
daughters,  aged  17-24.  Nancy  began  growing  irises  in  1967  in  Highland 
Park,  New  Jersey,  because  they  were  the  only  flowers  that  would  grow  well  on 
their  property.  She  begged,  borrowed,  and  stole  (not  literally)  all  the  irises  she 
could.  They  thrived,  the  girls  enjoyed  being  outside  with  mom,  and  part-time 
student  Steve  was  happy  that  irises  and  kids  kept  his  wife  out  of  the  shopping 
centers. 

Nancy  attended  her  first  iris  show  on  the  campus  of  Rutgers  University  in 
1969,  and  she  was  hooked.  She  joined  the  AIS  in  1970  and  has  held  many 
offices  in  the  Garden  State  Iris  Society  and  Region  19. 

She  tries  to  keep  350  varieties  of  irises  which  were  introduced  from  1 980  to 
1988  in  her  garden.  This  includes  tall  bearded,  borders,  intermediates, 
miniature  tails,  standard  dwarfs,  species,  Louisianas,  Siberians,  and 
bulbous.  Her  love  for  space  age  irises  has  led  her  to  hybridize  them  exclu¬ 
sively.  Like  all  other  hybridizers,  she  wishes  for  more  space  for  her  seedlings. 
That  lack  of  space  is  one  of  the  things  she  sees  as  a  problem  in  increasing 
membership  in  AIS  in  New  Jersey.  With  so  many  people  living  in  condos  and 
town  houses,  gardening  space  is  not  available  to  many  who  might  otherwise 
grow  irises. 

Nancy  is  a  registered  nurse  and  a  part-time  floral  designer.  She  works  as  a 
substitute  and  part-time  nurse  at  the  local  school  and  also  works  part  time  at 
a  local  florist  shop.  She  is  an  avid  reader  and  enjoys  music,  art,  and  the 
theatre.  One  of  her  fondest  dreams  is  to  visit  the  Orient.  If  all  that  doesn’t  keep 
her  busy,  her  iris  work  and  her  family  will. 

Region  22 — Betty  Jamieson 

A  native  of  East  Tennessee,  Betty  Jamieson  moved  to  New  York  state  when 
her  husband  Hugh’s  company  transferred  him  there  in  1960.  In  the  twenty 
years  there,  they  became  members  of  Region  2.  While  there,  Betty  taught 
French  in  two  New  York  high  schools.  In  addition  to  the  Niagara  Southwest  Iris 
Society,  she  was  active  in  church  work,  mostly  in  music. 

Since  coming  to  Arkansas,  she  has  held  offices  in  the  Hot  Springs  Iris 
Society  and  in  Region  22  and  has  served  as  Show  Chairman  for  Hot  Springs. 
She  and  Hugh  are  both  accredited  AIS  judges.  They  have  three  children  and 
four  grandchildren  scattered  in  Michigan,  Texas,  and  Tennessee. 

Betty  grew  up  with  irises,  since  her  mother  was  interested  in  them,  and  the 
Jamiesons  have  grown  them  everywhere  they  have  lived.  They  have  grown  a 
broad  spectrum  of  irises  but  find  it  a  real  challenge  to  discover  the  ones  which 
do  best  in  the  rocky  soil  of  Hot  Springs  Village. 
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BETTY  JAMIESON— Region  22 


The  Use  Of  Vapam  In  The  Garden 

Lewis  Lawyer  (California) 

When  we  were  actively  working  with  fumigants  for  the  control  of  soil-borne 
diseases  in  the  old  California  Packing  Corporation  ranches,  I’m  afraid  we 
considered  Vapam  a  pretty  sissy  material.  Now,  some  40  to  50  years  later, 
most  of  the  hot  chemicals  of  these  days  have  been  effectively  banned  for  use 
by  garden  owners,  and  even  commerical  applicators  are  reluctant  to  contract 
a  job  outside  the  agricultural  community.  So  we,  too,  have  given  up  our  old 
friends  methyl  bromide,  chloropicrin,  carbon  bisulfide,  ethylene  dibromide, 
and  others,  and  have  turned  our  attention  to  the  less-hazardous  Vapam. 

Actually,  Vapam  is  a  very  effective  material  if  you  keep  in  mind  its  greatest 
drawback  compared  to  the  heavy  and  highly-volatile  gasses  generated  by 
some  of  the  other  fumigants:  it  penetrates  only  where  you  force  it  to  penetrate. 
Since  it  is  applied  in  a  water  solution,  this  means  that  it  is  effective  to  the 
depths  that  the  water  penetrates.  Also,  it  must  be  applied  evenly  over  the 
surface  because,  since  it  goes  where  the  water  goes,  it  does  not  spread 
horizontally  to  any  great  extent.  Compare  this  to  carbon  bisulfide  which  we 
found  to  be  effective  to  dephs  of  5  feet  or  more  when  applied  6  inches  below 
the  surface  of  the  soil  in  individual  injections  spaced  18  inches  apart. 

The  most  spectacular  benefit  of  Vapam  is  its  ability  to  eradicate  weeds, 
seeds  and  all.  It  also  eliminates  or  greatly  reduces  many  disease-causing 
organisms  in  the  soil.  In  our  case,  for  example,  we  have  noted  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  incidence  of  Verticillium  wilt  in  our  chrysanthemums  following 
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Vapam  treatment.  Also  noted  is  an  increased  growth  response  on  almost 
everything  we  plant  in  the  Vapam-treated  beds. 

With  irises,  the  response  has  been  especially  gratifying.  We  had  planted 
about  a  quarter  of  our  garden  space  to  TB  irises  each  year  since  we  moved  to 
this  property  in  1 948,  so  that  by  1 978  when  our  garden  was  on  tour  for  the  AIS 
National  Convention,  every  bed  but  one  had  grown  irises  at  least  6  times,  and 
some  as  many  as  1 1  times.  Then,  for  the  two  years  devoted  to  the  convention 
plantings,  we  had  over  800  TB  iris  plants  crowded  over  the  property.  To  make 
matters  worse,  some  of  our  guest  irises  brought  us  such  things  as  Sclerotium 
rolfsii  (mustard-seed  fungus)  which  we  had  never  experienced  before,  and 
nematodes,  which  made  the  roots  of  the  infested  plants  look  like  matted  rope. 
The  following  year  when  we  cut  back  to  41 5  TB  cultivars,  the  plants  in  one  of 
the  beds  were  so  weak  that  they  looked  more  like  poorly-grown  miniature 
dwarf  beardeds. 

Now,  with  the  use  of  Vapam,  all  of  that  has  changed.  Our  iris  plants  are 
growing  as  beautifully  as  they  did  the  first  year  we  were  here,  we  haven’t  seen 
a  sign  of  nematodes  for  three  years,  and  our  most  consistent  weeds  are  from 
flowering  plants  grown  in  the  beds  the  previous  year. 

When  applying  Vapam,  as  with  any  other  agricultural  chemical,  read  the 
directions  on  the  label  carefully,  and  follow  them.  Under  “Product  Information” 
you  will  read  that  Vapam  is  a  water-soluble  liquid  that,  when  applied  to 
properly-prepared  soil,  is  converted  to  a  gaseous  fumigant.  After  a  sufficient 
interval  of  time,  the  gas  dissipates,  leaving  the  soil  ready  for  planting.  Vapam 
is  recommended  for  the  control  of  weeds  and  germinating  weed  seeds, 
nematodes,  symphylids,  and  soil  borne  diseases  including  Rhizoctonia, 
Pythium,  Phytophthora,  Verticillium,  Sclerotinia,  and  Armillaria.  Under 
“Precautions”  you  will  read  about  the  dangers  of  applying  it  in  enclosed  areas 
or  too  close  to  growing  plants. 

Under  “Directions  For  Use”  you  will  find  that  before  applying  Vapam,  the 
area  to  be  treated  must  be  cultivated  thoroughly.  In  our  garden  this  is  best 
done  by  wetting  the  entire  area  until  the  water  has  penetrated  to  a  depth  of  at 
least  1 2  inches.  Then  I  wait  a  few  days  until  the  ground  is  just  right  for  spading. 
Using  a  spade,  a  shovel,  or  a  power  cultivator,  the  soil  should  be  loosened  to 
the  depth  of  a  shovel,  and  the  clods  all  broken.  This  makes  the  soil  particles 
small  enough  so  the  Vapam  solution  will  penetrate.  The  prepared  area  should 
then  be  kept  damp  for  a  full  week  before  applying  the  Vapam.  This  allows  time 
for  the  weed  seeds  to  soften  or  start  to  germinate,  and  it  also  softens  or 
activates  certain  fungal  bodies  which,  when  dry,  are  nearly  impossible  to  kill.  I 
work  the  soil  again  immediately  before  drenching  with  Vapam,  so  that  deep 
penetration  is  assured. 

When  the  bed  has  been  properly  worked,  a  few  more  preparations  are 
necessary  before  the  Vapam  is  applied.  I  recommend  tarping  the  bed  after 
the  application,  so  a  tarp  a  little  larger  than  the  area  to  be  treated  should  be 
brought  to  the  vicinity.  I  use  either  black  or  clear  4-mil  plastic  which  comes  in 
sheets  1 6  feet  by  1 00  feet,  and  is  obtainable  for  around  24  dollars  a  roll.  I  have 
cut  several  different  sized  tarps,  the  largest  being  16  x  20  feet.  In  my  experi- 
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ence,  such  tarps  will  last  at  least  three  years  before  they  get  so  brittle  that  they 
cannot  be  handled  easily.  Also,  two  or  more  overlapping  sheets  can  be  used 
where  necessary.  The  tarp  should  be  spread  out  so  that  it  covers  the  area  to 
be  treated.  After  placing  the  tarp  correctly,  one  edge  should  be  secured  firmly 
in  place.  This  can  be  done  by  placing  weights  such  as  rocks,  pipes,  or 
boards  along  the  edge,  or  by  digging  a  trench  and  burying  the  edge  to  be 
secured.  The  trenching  method  is  advisable  when  you  are  treating  an  area 
close  to  growing  plants,  because  it  protects  both  the  roots  and  the  tops  of  the 
plants  from  probable  injury.  Leaving  the  secured  edge  in  place,  fold  the  tarp 
back  so  that  the  entire  area  to  be  fumigated  is  exposed.  At  this  time  you 
should  also  procure  enough  weights  to  secure  the  rest  of  the  tarp  and  place 
them  in  a  convenient  place  for  use  after  the  tarp  is  again  stretched  over  the 
treated  area.  Finally,  lay  a  garden  hose  within  reach  so  that  the  area  can  be 
sprinkled  after  fumigation.  This  is  also  the  time  that  you  should  select  a 
nearby  garden  area  which  can  be  conveniently  sprinkled  at  the  same  time 
you  are  sprinkling  the  Vapamed  soil,  so  that  when  the  latter  starts  to  puddle 
you  can  temporarily  divert  the  water  to  another  area. 

The  recommended  rate  for  Vapam  fumigation  is  1  pint  per  50  square  feet  of 
soil.  I  mark  out  the  50-foot  sections  of  the  bed  by  making  lines  in  the  soft  soil 
with  astick.  Depending  on  the  size  and  shape  ofthe  bed,  the  sections  can  be 
7  feet  by  7  feet  (49  square  feet),  6'  x  8'  (48  sq.  ft.),  5'  x  10'  (50  sq.  ft.),  4'  x 
1 2'  (48  sq.  ft.),  etc.  Mark  out  as  many  such  sections  as  are  necessary  for  the 
entire  area  you  intend  to  treat.  The  largest  area  we  ever  treated  at  one  time  was 
about  450  square  feet,  or  nine  50-foot  sections. 

I  apply  Vapam  to  the  surface  of  each  marked-out  section  with  a  3-gallon 
galvanized  sprinkling  can.  It  can  also  be  applied  with  a  hose  proportioner,  but 
I  have  never  tried  that  method.  With  the  watering  can,  I  run  about  4  inches  of 
water  into  the  can,  add  the  pint  of  Vapam,  and  finish  filling  the  can,  using  the 
force  of  the  water  to  stir  the  mixture.  Once  the  Vapam  has  been  mixed  with  the 
water,  it  must  be  used  immediately,  sprinkling  the  solution  evenly  over  the  50- 
square  foot  area.  As  soon  as  this  has  been  accomplished,  the  area  must  be 
thoroughly  sprinkled  to  wash  the  Vapam  solution  down  as  far  as  you  have 
loosened  the  soil.  If  only  one  500-square  foot  area  is  to  be  treated,  you  can  do 
it  alone,  but  if  more  than  one  section  is  involved,  I  strongly  recommend  that 
you  have  a  second  person  to  do  the  sprinkling  while  you  are  mixing  another 
watering  can  of  the  solution.  Work  from  section  to  section  as  rapidly  as  you 
can,  because  the  chemical  reactions  which  start  as  soon  as  you  have  added 
the  water  to  the  Vapam,  proceed  with  great  rapidity.  Then,  as  soon  as  the 
entire  area  is  well  drenched,  pull  the  tarp  back  across  it  and  seal  the  edges 
with  the  weights  which  you  hve  stockpiled  for  this  use. 

Now  you  can  relax  and  wait  a  couple  of  days  before  you  remove  the  tarp. 
And  what  is  happening  in  the  meantime?  “Vapam”  is  Stauffer  Chemical 
Company’s  registered  trade  name  for  a  solution  containing  32.7  percent 
sodium-methydithiocarbamic  acid  (Na-CH3NHCSS).  When  added  to  the  soil 
in  water,  it  is  rapidly  converted  into  methylisothiocyanate  (MIT)  which  has  the 
formula  CH3NCA,  leaving  a  harmless  residue  of  sodium,  carbon,  and  sulphur. 
MIT  is  extremely  volatile  and  toxic,  and  it  is  the  MIT  which  becomes  the 
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“active”  agent  in  the  Vapam  fumigation  process.  In  the  soil-wafer-vapor 
system,  it  exists  primarily  in  the  vapor  and  water  phases  and  is  only  negligibly 
absorbed  on  the  soil  particles.  MIT  also  decomposes  rapidly  in  the  soil, 
having  a  half  life  of  4  to  5  days.  As  the  soil  drys  out,  it  breaks  down  into  non¬ 
toxic  substances  with  the  emission  of  a  somewhat  foul-smelling  sulphur  gas 
which  can  be  detected  for  a  few  days  following  removal  of  the  tarp. 

One  week  or  so  after  application,  the  surface  of  the  soil  should  oe  raked  to 
aid  in  the  escape  of  the  gasses.  If  the  weather  is  warm,  replanting  can  be 
done  3  weeks  after  application  of  the  Vapam.  We  have  usually  waited  4 
weeks,  especially  for  valuable  planting  material. 

The  author  wishes  to  thank  Dr.  Mark  E  Burt,  Administrator  of  Regulatory 
Affairs,  Stauffer  Chemical  Company,  for  supplying  technical  information  used 
in  compiling  this  article. 


Reprinted  from  Region  14  Bulletin,  April,  1987. 


IRIS  POST  MARK  AVAILABLE 


To  honor  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma’s  IRIS  FESTIVAL,  the  post  office  there 
will  use  an  iris  cancellation  on  Saturday,  May  6,  1989.  Anyone  who 
wants  one  of  the  post  marks  should  send  a  self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope  with  the  correct 


postage  under  cover  (in¬ 
side  another  envelope)  to: 
POSTMASTER,  PONCA 
CITY,  OK  74601.  Enclose  a 
note  saying  that  you  want 
the  letter  to  bear  the  Iris 
Festival  postmark.  The  post 
marked  envelope  must  be 
sent  to  the  address  shown 
on  it.  Anyone  who  wants 
several  letters  postmarked 
must  seek  prior  approval 
from  the  postmaster.  Phone 
calls  will  be  accepted.  Call 
Area  Code  405  762-2485. 


CITY,  oO* 


IRIS  FESTIVAL 
MAY  8,1989 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 


1990  Omaha,  NE 


May  20-24 
May  18-22 


1991  Washington  DC 

1992  Atlanta,  GA 

1993  Fort  Worth,  TX 


April  28-May  2 
April  25-30 


1994  Portland,  OR 

1995  Hershey,  PA 
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D.C.  in  1991 

Request  For  Bearded  Guest  Iris 

The  Cheaspeake  and  Potomac  Iris  Society  and  Region  4  will  host  the  1 991 
American  Iris  Society  National  Convention  in  the  Washington  D.C.  area.  The 
Guest  Iris  Committee  invites  hybridizers  to  send  guest  rhizomes  of  recent 
introductions  and  seedlings  under  serious  consideration  for  introduction. 

When  sending  guest  irises,  please  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

1 .  Up  to  three  rhizomes  of  each  variety  will  be  accepted. 

2.  The  guest  irises  will  be  accepted  from  July  1  to  September  1 ,  1989. 

3.  All  official  guest  irises  must  be  shipped  to: 

Richard  C.  Sparling 

The  Green  Box  Iris  Gardens 

18016  Lafayette  Drive 

Olney,  Md.  20832 

(301)  774-4151 

4.  The  following  information  should  accompany  each  plant. 

a.  Hybridizer’s  name  and  address. 

b.  Name  or  number  of  the  variety  or  seedling. 

c.  Type  of  iris. 

d.  Height  and  color. 

e.  Year  of  introduction. 

5.  When  guest  seedlings  are  named,  it  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the 
hybridizer  to  notify  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  not  later  than  December  1 ,  1 990. 

6.  A  receipt  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors  listing  the  garden  locations  of 
the  plants.  Shortly  before  the  convention,  contributors  will  be  asked  for 
instructions  regarding  disposition  of  the  plants.  Failure  to  reply  by  June  15, 
1991 ,  will  be  interpreted  as  permission  to  destroy  all  stock.  All  official  guest 
plants  which  are  to  be  returned  will  be  shipped  postpaid,  except  to  foreign 
addresses. 

7.  The  Convention  Committee  and  owners  of  tour  gardens  will  follow  the 
statement  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  as  printed  intheA.I.S.  Convention  Handbook. 

8.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses  beyond  its 
control,  and  only  rhizomes  received  through  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  will  be 
listed  in  the  Convention  booklet. 

Dick  Sparling,  Guest  Iris  Chairman 
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A  World  Without  Flowers 

Mrs.  Walter  A.  (Audrey)  Machulak 

Can  you  picture  this  world  without  flowers — no  flowers  anywhere,  not  even  a 
mention  of  the  word?  Song  writers  and  poets  would  have  to  rely  on  other 
subjects.  Many  scientists  and  seedsmen  would  be  unemployed  because 
there  would  be  no  need  for  their  expertise.  Nurserymen  would  have  a  hard 
time  landscaping  areas  where  they  couldn’t  depend  on  flowers  to  add  pizzaz 
to  their  projects.  Florists  would  probably  be  nonexistent,  and  garden  centers 
would  be  half  the  size  if  there  were  no  flowers. 

What  about  the  interiors  of  our  homes  without  flowers?  The  beautiful  floral 
fabrics  that  adorn  our  windows,  cover  our  furniture,  and  lie  upon  our  floors 
would  not  exist.  Our  wardrobes  would  lack  brilliance  if  there  were  no  floral 
creations.  Would  the  silver,  china,  glass,  and  other  artifacts  be  as  beautiful 
without  their  flowery  designs?  I  know  I  would  not  care  to  live  in  such  a  world. 

Without  flowers  there  would  be  no  organizations  to  promote  them.  What  if 
the  American  Iris  Society  did  not  exist?  First  of  all,  7500  people  would  be 
disappointed  because  they  could  no  longer  get  together  for  fun  and  learning. 
Much  excitement  would  be  gone  if  the  annual  conventions  were  no  longer 
held.  Hybridizers  wouldn’t  have  the  opportunity  to  display  their  latest  crea¬ 
tions  to  a  group  of  people  who  attend  these  conventions  primarily  to  view  the 
newest  introductions.  To  become  an  AIS  judge  would  not  be  necessary,  and 
training  sessions  would  no  longer  be  needed.  As  a  result,  the  public  would 
never  know  the  qualifications  of  a  good  iris. 

Beautiful  iris  shows  held  throughout  the  country  each  spring  giving  the 
public  an  opportunity  to  view  the  iris  at  its  best  would  no  longer  be  possible. 
Therefore,  the  grower  would  not  have  the  opportunity  to  enter  competitions 
and  win  medals,  ribbons,  and  trophies. 

There  would  be  no  more  regional  meetings,  and  people  of  neighboring 
states  would  never  get  to  know  each  other  or  discuss  similar  problems.  The 
AIS  Bulletin  devoted  strictly  to  irises  would  no  longer  be  published;  therefore, 
an  abundance  of  valuable  information  would  never  reach  the  members.  The 
task  of  searching  for  new  members  wouldn’t  be  necessary  either.  Anyone 
who  truly  loves  irises  cannot  imagine  living  in  a  world  without  AIS.  It  would  be 
a  dull  world,  to  say  the  least. 

Many  of  us  belong  to  AIS  but  do  not  take  full  advantage  of  what  the  society 
has  to  offer.  As  an  iris  lover,  it  is  a  small  price  to  pay  to  gain  so  much.  Since  you 
are  presently  an  AIS  member,  why  not  become  a  more  active  member?  Get 
your  money’s  worth  from  your  dues! 

Most  of  us  take  too  much  for  granted.  We  don’t  realize  the  importance  of 
little  things  until  they  are  taken  from  us.  But  then,  it  is  too  late  for  corrective 
measures.  “If  only  I  had  done  this”  or  “If  only  I  had  done  that”  cannot  correct 
the  situation  of  living  in  a  world  without  flowers  or  AIS.  To  perpetuate  flowers 
requires  hard  work:  to  perpetuate  AIS  means  the  on-going  search  for  new 
members.  We  must  do  both! 
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A  Preliminary  Report  On  The 
Genetics  Of  The  Louisiana  Iris 

Bobby  D.  Bennett1  and  Michael  L.  Arnold2 

1  Bobby  D.  Bennett  is  a  doctoral  candidate  working  on  the  ecology  and  genetics  of 
Louisiana  Iris  and  their  natural  hybrids  at  the  Department  of  Botany,  Louisiana  State 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  2Michael  L.  Arnold  is  a  Post  Doctoral  Research 
Fellow  in  evolutionary  genetics  at  the  Department  of  Biochemistry,  Louisiana  State 
University.  This  research  was  funded  by  an  American  Iris  Society  Research  Grant. 

Iris  fulva  Ker-Gawler,  Iris  hexagona  Walter,  and  Iris  giganticaerulea  Small 
are  three  species  of  Iris  that  have  been  of  interest  to  science  and  growers 
since  they  were  first  discussed  by  Small  and  Alexander  (1931 )  and  later  by 
Anderson  (1949)  and  Randolph  (1967).  Small  described  all  the  various  forms 
of  irises  found  along  the  gulf  coast  as  different  species  while  Anderson 
proposed  the  concept  of  “introgressive  hybridization”  (the  movement  of 
genes  of  one  species  into  and  incorporated  in  the  genetic  make-up  of 
another  species)  citing  I.  fulva  and  I.  giganticaerulea  as  the  paradigm.  Both  of 
these  concepts,  speciation,  and  “introgressive  hybridization”  are  still  being 
questioned  today. 

Percy  Viosca  (1935)  reduced  most  of  J.  K.  Small’s  species  to  the  non¬ 
specific  level  leaving  only  I.  fulva,  I.  virginica,  I.  foliosa,  and  I.  giganticaerulea. 
Later,  Foster  (1937)  reduced  I.  giganticaerulea  to  a  variety  of  I.  hexagona;  I. 
foliosa  was  changed  to  the  older  name  I.  brevicaulis  with  the  other  color 
variants  being  hybrids  of  I.  fulva  and  I.  giganticaerulea.  However,  Foster  was 
fundamentally  in  accord  with  Viosca’s  interpretation  of  the  species  in  Loui¬ 
siana.  Still  later,  Randolph  (1966)  elevated  I.  hexagona  var.  giganticaerulea 
back  to  the  species  level  (I.  giganticaerulea)  because  of  the  vast  populations 
found  in  Louisiana.  This  uncertainty  of  whether  I.  hexagona  and  I.  gigan¬ 
ticaerulea  are  separate  species  remains.  It  should  be  noted  at  this  point  that 
we  will  use  I.  giganticaerulea  instead  of  I.  hexagona  when  referring  to  the 
large  blue  irises  growing  in  Louisiana  in  order  to  minimize  the  confusion,  but 
this  is  only  for  convenience  sake  and  does  not  reflect  an  opinion. 

Edgar  Anderson  (1928,  1931,  1933)  published  several  papers  on  the 
northern  blue  irises  but  the  one  publication  that  caught  the  attention  of  the 
scientific  community  was  his  book  on  “introgressive  hybridization”  (1949) 
citing  the  hybridization  of  I.  giganticaerulea  and  I.  fulva  as  the  classic  exam¬ 
ple.  However,  Randolph,  Mitra,  and  Nelson  (1967)  after  carrying  out  a  similar 
analysis  using  an  added  genetic  marker  of  chromosome  structure  found  no 
evidence  of  introgression  between  the  two  species.  Therefore,  the  question 
whether  introgression  has  occurred  remains  to  be  unambiguously  answered. 
Yet,  the  theory  of  “introgressive  hybridization”  has  been  well  documented  in 
animals,  but  not  in  plants. 

These  are  the  problems  that  are  facing  the  botanist  and  geneticist  working 
on  the  Louisiana  Irises.  What  has  complicated  our  work  and  the  work  of 
earlier  researchers  is  the  morphological  similarity  between  these  species 
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and  their  hybrids.  It  is  not  possible  to  positively  identify  one  species  from 
another  unless  they  are  in  flower  and  even  then  there  are  disagreements. 
What  we  are  attempting  to  do  by  using  modern  molecular  genetic  techniques 
is  to  sort  out  these  questions.  We  believe  that  due  to  the  morphological 
similarity  the  resulting  confusion  requires  an  analysis  of  the  genetic  code,  the 
DNA  of  the  plant. 

The  process  we  are  using  entails  the  removal  of  DNA  from  the  leaves  of 
Irises.  The  DNA  is  then  split  into  fragments  at  specific  locations  using  a 
specific  enzyme.  These  fragments  have  different  lengths:  I.  fulva  has  a 
smaller  fragment  than  does  I.  giganticaerulea  (I.  giganticaerulea’s  DNA 
fragment  is  1 .3  times  the  length  of  /.  fulva’s).  These  fragments  are  then  run  out 
on  a  gel,  stained  and  then  transferred  onto  a  filter  that  absorbs  the  DNA.  This 
filter  is  then  baked  in  a  vacuum  oven  and  then  the  fragments  are  treated  with  a 
radioactive  tracer  that  combines  with  the  DNA  fragment.  The  filter  is  then 
developed  on  X-Ray  film  and  the  DNA  fragments  show  up  as  bands  on  the 
film  with  /.  fulva  having  a  single  long  band  and  I.  giganticaerulea  having  a 
shorter  band.  This  banding  pattern  on  the  developed  film  is  produced  be¬ 
cause  /.  fulva  with  a  smaller  fragment  moves  farther  across  the  gel  than  the 
larger  fragment  of  /.  giganticaerulea  resulting  in  a  long  band  for  I.  fulva  and  a 
shorter  band  for  /.  giganticaerulea.  These  bands  have  proven  to  be  diag¬ 
nostic  to  determine  the  two  species.  The  hybrids  between  I.  fulva  and  /. 
giganticaerulea  have  two  bands:  one  band  from  /.  fulva  and  one  band  from  I. 
giganticaerulea .  This  method  has  been  used  to  identify  hybrids  that  are  quite 
similar  in  flower  color  to  that  of  /.  giganticaerulea .  The  positive  identification  of 
hybrids  has  proved  to  be  useful  in  my  other  ecological  research  on  these  two 
species.  Each  filter  takes  one  week  to  run.  We  have  run  to  date  over  100 
different  individuals  of  I.  fulva.  I.  giganticaerulea  and  their  natural  hybrids. 
Eight  different  populations  in  Louisiana  and  three  populations  from  Florida 
have  been  examined.  Thus  far  we  have  found  very  little  variation  in  the 
fragment  lengths  in  the  different  species  of  irises  in  Louisiana. 

As  to  the  question  of  “introgressive  hybridization”  we  have  not  found  the 
presence  of  the  I.  giganticaerulea  bands  in  isolated  populations  of  I.  fulva. 
However,  we  have  found  one  individual  / .  giganticaerulea  in  a  large  isolated 
population  that  had  also  had  the  I.  fulva  banding  pattern.  This  may  indicate 
that  introgression  of  I.  fulva  genes  into  I.  giganticaerulea  may  have  occurred, 
but  more  sampling  is  required  and  planned  at  this  site  to  determine  if  intro¬ 
gression  has  occurred.  There  is  no  evidence  to  date  of  I. 'giganticaerulea 
genes  being  incorporated  into  I.  fulva  populations  in  Louisiana.  This  evi¬ 
dence  for  “introgressive  hybridization”  is  promising,  but  inconclusive. 

We  have  used  this  method  to  examine  the  “Abbeville  Reds”  (I.  nelsonii) 
which  had  been  suggested  by  Randolph  (1966)  as  a  stabilized  hybrid 
resulting  from  an  I.  fulva.  I.  giganticaerulea  cross.  Our  early  tentative  findings 
from  eight  different  individuals  are  that  the  I.  nelsonii  banding  pattern  is  not 
significantly  different  from  /.  fulva’s  banding  pattern  and  does  not  have  the  /. 
giganticaerulea.  banding  pattern  that  we  have  found  in  other  hybrids  from 
these  two  species.  Whether  the  origin  of  I.  nelsonii,  is  the  result  of  a  cross 
between  /  fulva  and  I.  giganticaerulea  is  yet  to  be  fully  determined. 
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We  have  also  found  no  evidence  to  date  using  this  molecular  technique  of 
there  being  more  than  one  species  of  blue  iris  (I.  giganticaerulea)  in  Louisiana 
excluding  I.  virginica  or  /.  brevicaulis  which  we  have  not  yet  examined.  If  there 
is  a  difference  between  I.  hexagona  and  /  giganticaerulea  we  believe  at  this 
time  that  only  one  of  them  is  growing  in  Louisiana,  but  there  are  populations 
remaining  to  be  examined. 

As  to  the  existence  of  I.  giganticaerulea  outside  of  Louisiana,  we  have  to 
say  “yes”  on  a  preliminary  basis.  While  on  a  collecting  trip  to  Florida  in  the 
summer  of  1988  B.D.  Bennett  found  numerous  populations  of  irises  growing 
from  Tallahassee  to  just  north  of  Miami.  Bennett  examined  population  sites 
identified  as  I.  hexagona  as  well  as  many  other  locations  where  identification 
has  not  been  made.  Bennett  collected  rhizomes  from  nine  different  popula¬ 
tions  and  leaf  material  to  be  used  in  later  analyses  from  6  populations  running 
the  length  of  the  state.  The  Florida  collection  sites  were  reported  to  have  only 
I.  hexagona  growing  although  there  are  locations  where  /.  giganticaerulea  is 
reported  to  be  growing.  One  of  the  population  sites  collected  was  near 
Palmdale.  This  particular  population  had  been  identified  as  I.  hexagona 
(possibily  var.  savannarum)  by  Dr.  Norlan  Henderson  (pers.  comm.). 

A  recent  evaluation  of  three  of  the  Florida  populations  was  made  by  M.L, 
Arnold  using  the  above  molecular  genetic  techniques.  Two  of  the  populations 
including  the  one  in  Palmdale  appeared  to  have  similar  leaf  morphology 
(none  of  them  were  in  flower)  to  that  of  I.  giganticaerulea  but  had  previously 
been  identified  as  I.  hexagona.  The  third  population  analyzed  but  not  identi¬ 
fied  had  short  glaucous  leaves  and  a  small  rhizome;  both  leaves  and  rhi¬ 
zomes  were  similar  in  size  to  /.  fulva.  The  seed  capsule  which  was  still  present 
fit  the  typical  description  in  the  literature  of  I.  hexagona.  The  results  from  the 
molecular  genetic  analysis  indicated  that  the  two  populations  identified  as  /. 
hexagona  did  not  have  a  significantly  different  banding  pattern  than  /.  gigan¬ 
ticaerulea.  The  other  unidentified  population  had  an  unusual  banding  pattern 
unlike  anything  that  we  had  seen  in  Louisiana. 

What  does  all  this  mean?  We  believe  that  the  question  as  to  whether  /. 
hexagona  and  /.  giganticaerulea  are  different  species  is  still  not  clear  and  yet 
to  be  determined.  The  very  early  analysis  indicates  that  there  may  be  two 
different  species  growing  in  Florida.  The  question  as  to  whether  the  popula¬ 
tion  with  the  unusual  banding  pattern  actually  represents  /.  hexagona  is  yet  to 
be  determined.  Also,  if  the  two  different  banding  patterns  B.D.  Bennett  found 
in  Florida  are  reflective  of  two  different  species  then  the  hexagona  form  is 
indeed  rare  and  the  giganticaerulea  form  is  very  abundant,  at  least  in  Florida 
and  Louisiana.  At  this  writing,  we  have  rhizomes  planted  and  are  growing  the 
iris  with  the  unusual  banding  along  with  other  rhizomes  collected  in  Florida. 
Hopefully  they  will  produce  flowers  this  spring. 

This  preliminary  analysis  lends  additional  evidence  that  the  morphological 
differences  in  the  flowers  may  be  an  unreliable  key,  but  we  need  to  examine 
more  individuals  of  different  populations  of  the  hexagona  form  to  be  certain.  It 
is  important  to  point  out  the  differentiation  between  I.  hexagona  and  I.  gigan¬ 
ticaerulea  and  the  species  question  will  require  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  including  analysis  of  collected  but  not  yet  analyzed  populations,  as  well 
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as  the  employment  of  other  molecular  techniques  before  a  definitive  answer 
can  be  given.  However,  before  the  end  of  1 989  hopefully  we  will  be  closer  to 
answering  these  questions. 

In  conclusion  the  modern  molecular  genetic  techniques  that  we  are  using 
are  proving  to  be  quite  reliable.  The  enzyme  used  to  split  the  DNA  at  specific 
locations  appears  to  be  diagnostic  for  I.  fulva  and  /.  giganticaerulea.  The  use 
of  these  molecular  techniques  examining  pieces  of  the  DNA  is  on  the  forefront 
of  science  and  eventually  will  provide  insights  into  the  genetics  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Iris  that  would  have  not  been  possible  just  a  few  years  ago.  Our 
concentration  on  the  Louisiana  Iris  is  based  on  the  following;  1.)  The  un¬ 
answered  historical  scientific  questions.  2.)  Louisiana  Iris  is  a  native  plant 
species  in  the  Southeastern  United  States  and  can  still  be  easily  found 
growing  in  natural  habitats.  It  is  important  to  emphasize  that  these  techniques 
are  not  just  applicable  to  the  beardless  irises  but  can  be  utilized  to  study  the 
genetic  makeup  of  all  irises.  This  is  just  the  first  stage  in  our  analysis  of  irises, 
and  a  more  comprehensive  analysis  is  expected  in  the  near  future  dealing 
with  their  ecology  and  distribution  as  well  as  their  genetics. 
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in  MEMORIAM 
Mattie  Reinhardt  (Wisconsin) 
Gladys  Reynolds  (Utah) 
Lowell  Storm  (Wyoming) 


NATHAN  RUDOLPH 

CLARENCE  BLOCHER 

Nathan  Rudolph  passed  away  on  February  3,  1989  after  a  long  illness. 
Nate,  as  he  was  known  to  his  host  of  friends  is  survived  by  Thelma,  his  wife  of 
fifty  four  years  and  by  Linda,  their  only  child.  He  and  Thelma  were  avid 
gardeners  and  their  garden  was  cared  for  by  both  of  them. 

A  visit  to  the  Rudolph  garden  was  always  a  delight.  Everything  was  well 
grown  and  it  was  one  of  those  gardens  you  wanted  to  return  to,  time  after  time. 
Along  with  peonies,  hosta,  daylilies  and  many  other  rare  and  unusual  plants 
were  the  irises.  Nate  specialized  in  irises,  and  I  think  they  definitely  held  first 
place  in  his  interest. 

His  success  in  breeding  irises  for  over  forty  five  years  is  evidenced  by  his 
awards.  In  1 970  Pink  Taffeta  won  the  President’s  Cup  at  the  New  York  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  the  Dykes  Medal  in  1975.  That  same  year  he  won  the  Knowlton 
Award  for  his  iris,  Dresden  Frills.  In  1976  he  was  awarded  the  Hybridizer’s 
Medal.  Besides  these  major  awards,  a  host  of  HC’s,  HM’s  and  AM’s  attest  to 
the  popularity  of  the  Rudolph  irises.  Ruffles,  broad  hafts  and  beautifully 
branched  stems  were  a  hallmark  of  his  irises. 

In  the  AIS  Bulletin  No.  214,  July  1 974,  I  had  written  an  appreciation  of  Nate 
and  his  irises.  That  article  concluded, 

A  visit  to  the  Rudolph  garden  during  the  latter  part  of  May  will  be  a 
rewarding  experience.  Visitors  are  always  welcome,  and  you  will 
come  away  with  a  keener  appreciation  for  this  fine  gentleman 
who  has  created  so  many  beautiful  irises. 

I  can  add  nothing  to  that.  While  we  will  miss  the  irises  that  might  have 
been — most  of  all,  we  will  miss  Nate. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Ins  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 

GIFTS 

To  The  American  Iris  Society 

June  27,  1988  to  January  15,  1989 


MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 

Ida  B.  Baugh  (Ml) 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Mary  T.  Blount  (AR) 

Central  Arkansas  Iris  Society 
(AR) 

Henry  Danielson  (NM) 

Fran  Hawk  (WA) 

Stan  Dexter  (WA) 

Fran  Hawk  (WA) 

Joe  Glovier  (TX) 

North  Plains  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Susan  Haney  (CA) 

Inland  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Bernard  J.  Houseward,  Jr.  (NJ) 

Garden  State  Iris  Society, 
Region  19  (NJ) 

Mrs.  Winifred  Keefe  (TX) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Nichols  (TX) 

Peter  C.  M.  Koster  (KS) 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Louis  A.  (Bud)  Matthews  (TN) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Wolfe  (TN) 

Delores  Moller  (WA) 

Walla  Walla  Iris  Club  (WA) 

Tri  City  Iris  Club  (WA) 

Marion  Rogers  (AZ) 

Tucson  Area  Iris  Society  (AZ) 


John  F.  (Jake)  Starkey  (Ml) 

Florida  Iris  Society  (FL) 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Withers  (FL) 

Family  of  John  F.  (Jake)  Starkey 
(Ml) 

The  Central  Michigan  Iris  and 
Hemerocallis  Society  (Ml) 

Sam  Wilson  (ID) 

Pollen  Daubers  Iris  Society  (ID) 

GIFTS  IN  HONOR  OF: 

Ronald  Mullin  (OK) 

Sooner  State  Iris  Society  and 

1988  Convention  Committee 
(OK) 

*Forrest  and  Millie  Townsend 
(MO) 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
(MO) 

GIFTS  FOR  AIS  SCIENTIFIC 
COMMITTEE: 

**North  Shore  Iris  &  Daylily 
Society  (IL) 

OTHER  GIFTS: 

Region  20,  AIS  (CO) 

*For  Scientific  Research  Fund 

**For  Unfinished  Project  of  Homer 
Metcalf 
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Down  Under  Is  Tops 

Dennis  Gates  (Colorado) 

Ah,  springtime  in  October.  For  someone  raised  in  the  Northern  Hemi¬ 
sphere,  this  took  some  getting  used  to.  The  Iris  Society  of  Australia  put  on  a 
beaut  of  a  convention  and  arranged  for  a  fair  dinkum  bloom  and  wonderful 
weather,  so  it  didn’t  take  us  long  to  forget  the  cool  fall  weather  of  Colorado  and 
start  enjoying  our  second  spring  of  1988.  The  Australians  were  celebrating 
their  Bicentennial  in  1988  and  their  1988  iris  convention  was  a  fitting  tribute. 
The  convention  ran  for  ten  days.  The  first  five,  Oct.  20-24,  were  sponsored  by 
the  New  South  Wales  Region  and  centered  around  Sydney.  The  last  five,  Oct. 
25-29,  were  in  Melbourne  and  hosted  by  the  Victoria  Region. 

We  knew  right  from  the  start  that  this  was  going  to  be  an  interesting  and 
different  convention.  At  the  welcome  dinner  in  Sydney,  we  were  all  asked  to 
“be  upstanding”  and  we  then  toasted  the  Queen  of  Australia. 

This  convention  was  quite  relaxed  compared  to  some  of  our  U.S.  conven¬ 
tions.  We  usually  started  out  at  9  or  9:30  a.m.,  drove  and  toured  for  about  an 
hour  or  hour  and  a  half  and  then  stopped  for  morning  tea.  After  another  one  to 
one  and  a  half  hours,  it  was  lunchtime.  Lunch  was  followed  with  two  to  three 
hours  of  touring  then  afternoon  tea  and  arriving  back  at  our  hotel  at  5-5:30, 
with  evenings  free  for  exploring.  We  had  teas  at  a  country  club,  a  milk  bar  (like 
a  drive-in),  and  a  picnic  area  in  the  mountains. 

The  tours  included  more  than  iris  gardens,  which  suited  us  just  fine,  having 
come  some  8700  miles  to  see  what  Australia  is  all  about.  We  saw  lush, 
manicured  private  gardens  that  dropped  off  to  sandstone  cliffs  of  1 000  feet  or 
more  and  hills  covered  with  eucalyptus  trees.  We  saw  the  Hunter  Valley  wine 
producing  region  north  of  Sydney  and  got  to  sample  the  fruit  of  the  vine.  The 
rhododendrons  and  azaleas  were  in  spectacular  bloom  around  both  Sydney 
and  Melbourne  as  we  saw  in  gardens  near  each  city.  Everywhere  we  went,  the 
eucalyptus  (gum)  trees  were  predominate.  These  evergreen  trees  not  only 
shed  old  leaves,  but  some  also  shed  their  bark.  At  one  stop  in  the  Dandenong 
Mountains  near  Melbourne,  I  was  looking  up  at  the  trees,  100-150  feet  tall, 
and  thought  how  the  strips  of  peeling  bark,  10-15  feet  long,  would  make 
hiking  an  interesting  experience  when  they  let  go. 

The  pace  of  the  convention  allowed  us  time  to  take  in  the  sights  of  these  two 
Australian  cities.  Sydney  has  an  incredibly  beautiful  setting.  The  harbor  is 
long  and  narrow  with  hills  and  sandstone  cliffs  down  to  water’s  edge.  The  hills 
were  covered  with  eucalyptus  with  a  generous  sprinkling  of  jacaranda  trees 
which  were  in  full  bloom  with  their  lavender  flowers.  The  houses  around 
Sydney  are  mostly  tan  brick  with  red  tile  roofs.  And,  of  course,  there  are  the 
Sydney  Opera  House  and  Harbour  Bridge.  All  of  this  colorful  scene  is  set  off 
by  the  blue  water  and  blue  sky.  Melbourne  is  less  hilly  and  the  city  has  taken 
advantage  of  this  by  creating  huge  parks.  All  are  wonderfully  landscaped 
with  paths,  trees,  ponds,  waterfalls  and  flowers.  It  is  possible  to  spend  many 
hours  in  a  peaceful  stroll  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Melbourne  sits  on  the  Yarra 
River,  a  popular  place  for  crewing  as  evidenced  by  the  many  boating  clubs 
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along  the  river.  Then  there  are  the  Melbourne  trams.  All  the  streets  in  down¬ 
town  are  wide  to  accommodate  autos  and  these  streetcars.  You  can  ride 
almost  anywhere  in  Melbourne  just  by  walking  to  the  center  of  the  street 
(remembering  to  look  to  the  right  for  cars)  and  getting  on  a  tram. 

Of  course,  what  really  makes  a  convention  enjoyable  and  a  success  are  the 
people.  This  was  a  lot  smaller  than  we  were  used  to-about  30  people  or  so 
most  of  the  time.  That  meant  we  all  were  on  one  bus,  so  we  had  a  chance  to 
get  to  know  almost  everyone.  It  was  quite  an  international  affair  as  well.  There 
were  folks  from  New  Zealand,  France,  England,  Italy,  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany,  and  of  course,  USA  and  Australia.  As  here,  these  irisarians  are  a 
friendly  lot.  We  spent  a  lot  of  time  talking  and  learning  about  each  other  and 
about  irises. 

And  we  had  a  wonderful  display  of  irises  to  talk  about.  We  visited  the 
garden  of  Dr.  Gordon  Loveridge,  set  in  the  rolling  hills  of  the  Blue  Mountains 
west  of  Sydney.  Dr.  Loveridge  is  a  hybridizer  of  note  and  has  registered  31 
irises.  He  has  the  distinction  of  having  held  the  office  of  Federal  President  of 
the  iris  society  for  the  longest  term,  1961-1970. 

The  garden  of  Margaret  and  Wal  Lee  was  quite  impressive  and  large — 
about  10  acres.  She  takes  care  of  it  herself.  She  has  large  beds  of  irises  as 
well  as  daylilies,  including  several  hundred  of  her  own  daylily  seedlings.  All  of 
this  is  set  off  by  the  surrounding  bushland  garden  with  orchids  and  cacti 
blooming  amongst  the  trees.  When  she  isn’t  working  in  the  garden,  she  is  off 
tending  her  several  hundred  head  of  cattle  on  her  ranch.  To  top  it  all  off,  she 
was  serving  as  Federal  President  of  the  iris  society  at  the  time  of  our  visit.  Her 
husband  Wal  has  a  wonderful  workshop  full  of  interesting  tools,  as  Catherine 
discovered  when  she  was  wandering  about.  It  reminded  her  of  home. 

Our  largest  display  of  irises  in  New  South  Wales  was  at  Rainbow  Ridge 
Nursery  of  Graeme  and  Helen  Grosvenor  and  John  Taylor.  They  have  trans¬ 
formed  several  acres  of  rough  bushland  into  a  marvelous  hillside  of  irises. 
PENGUIN  PARADISE  (Maryott  85)  and  PRAY  FOR  PEACE  (Plough  82)  were 
two  Americans  putting  on  a  good  show.  Barry  Blyth’s  PALACE  GOSSIP  (83),  a 
lovely  burgundy  plicata,  was  impressive  here  as  it  was  in  several  other 
gardens  in  the  Melbourne  area.  The  climate  around  Sydney  seems  par¬ 
ticularly  well  suited  for  Louisianas  and  John  Taylor  has  won  two  Australian 
Dykes  Medals  for  his  Louisianas:  HELEN  NAISH  (83)  in  1986  and  DURAL 
CHARM  (83)  in  1987.  Helen  Naish,  the  flower,  is  a  wonderfully  ruffled  white 
with  green  veins  and  center,  and  it  was  putting  on  quite  a  display.  Helen 
Naish,  the  lady,  was  our  hard-working  hostess  this  day.  Both  the  lady  and  her 
namesake  were  thoroughly  enjoyable.  Also  notable  were  DANZA  (Taylor  89), 
a  ruffled  white  with  greenish  yellow  veins  from  HELEN  NAISH  and  JAZZ 
BALLET  (Taylor  89),  a  nice  violet  with  yellow  center.  JOHN’S  LUCIFER  (Taylor 
87)  is  a  striking  red-violet  with  a  bright  contrasting  yellow  signal. 

In  Melbourne  we  visited  the  garden  of  Rita  Caldwell,  president  of  the 
Victoria  Region.  She  has  her  whole  yard  planted  with  a  wonderful  variety  of 
plants — petunias,  rhododendrons,  roses,  vegetables,  moreas,  Californicae 
and  TB’s  as  a  partial  list.  The  star  of  the  show  was  her  TB,  BAHLOO  (86),  a 
bright  sulphur  yellow  self  which  won  the  Silver  Medal  in  Firenze  in  1987.  It 
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performed  well  other  places  and  was  an  award  winner  at  the  two  iris  shows  we 
attended.  It  was  planted  here  next  to  this  year’s  U.S.  Dykes  Medal  winner, 
TITAN’S  GLORY  (Schreiner  81 ).  The  purple  of  TITAN’S  GLORY  and  BAHLOO’s 
yellow  made  a  colorful  show. 

After  Rita’s,  we  had  a  pleasant  ride  through  lush  green  farmland,  with  billy 
goats  and  camels  grazing  in  one  pasture,  and  arrived  at  Tempo  Two  Iris 
Garden  of  Barry  and  Leslie  Blyth.  This  was  the  big  one  as  far  as  the  number  of 
irises  we  saw.  The  weather  was  a  bit  breezy,  but  Catherine  and  I  didn’t  really 
notice — we  were  too  caught  up  in  the  acres  of  new  and  different  irises  in 
wonderful  bloom.  Barry  gave  a  talk  after  lunch  on  his  hybridizing  efforts  and 
goals.  He  encouraged  everyone  to  “have  a  go”  and  try  crossing  irises  be¬ 
cause  of  curiosity  and  not  necessarily  making  the  crosses  others  may  think 
are  proper.  He  obviously  has  taken  his  own  advice  and  has  created  many  new 
and  varied  irises.  A  small  sampling  includes:  FANCY  DANCER  (81)  a  nice 
violet  plicata;  HINDU  MAGIC  (81 )  with  tan  standards  and  violet  edged  white 
falls;  PHYSIOUE  (88)  a  huge  blossom  on  well  formed  stalks  with  powder  blue 
standards  and  violet  falls;  LATIN  LARK  (88)  buff  pink  standards,  red  falls  with 
narrow  edge  same  as  standards;  LUNCHTIME  LOVER  (86)  a  near  amoena 
plicata,  creamy  standards,  light  violet  plicata  falls;  O’COOL  (88)  IB  white  with 
lavender  crescents  on  falls;  STRAWBERRY  LOVE  (85)  IB  rose  pink  with  red 
beards.  The  work  of  the  Blyth  children  was  also  in  evidence:  HELLO  HOBO 
(Paul  Blyth  88)  a  TB  with  green  lemon  standards  and  tan  falls;  BILLABONG 
(Heidi  Blyth  88)  IB,  rosy  brown  with  lavender  on  falls;  ZONING  (Tim  Blyth  88) 
IB,  a  plicata  with  rose  lavender  stitching  on  cream  with  a  gold  edge  on  falls. 
Other  hybridizers’  work  included  EYE  MAGIC  (Donnell  88)  a  bright  gold  IB 
with  red  thumb  prints  on  falls  and  GOOLGUMBA  (R.  Harding  87)  a  blue  self 
with  gold  tipped  beard.  A  trip  through  the  seedling  bed  has  convinced  me  to 
keep  an  eye  on  Tempo  Two’s  future  catalogs. 

In  addition  to  Barry’s  talk,  we  were  fortunate  to  hear  what  some  other 
international  figures  had  to  say.  At  Rainbow  Ridge,  we  had  a  slide-illustrated 
presentation  by  Dr.  Tomas  Tamberg  of  Berlin,  Germany  on  his  work  crossing  I. 
Setosa  with  Siberians,  Californicae  with  Siberian,  and  I.  Versicolor  with  I. 
Laevigata.  Dave  Niswonger  told  about  and  illustrated  his  work  with  Spurias 
and  his  success  with  using  MISSOURI  STREAMS.  In  Melbourne  we  heard 
Allan  Ensminger  and  Karen  Glasgow.  Allan  spoke  of  his  trials  and  goals.  He 
had  heard  that  an  expert  is  anyone  50  miles  from  home  and  allowed  as  how  he 
must  really  be  smart  having  come  all  the  way  from  Nebraska.  Karen,  a  Foster 
Plaque  winner  from  New  Zealand,  pointed  out  we  all  must  encourage  com¬ 
munication  and  youth  participation,  two  things  that  keep  any  iris  organization 
thriving. 

The  Iris  Society  of  Australia  seems  to  be  thriving  and  hard  working,  judging 
by  the  two  shows  which  were  put  on  during  the  convention.  One  show  was  in 
Sydney  and  one  in  Melbourne,  and  fortunately  for  us,  both  were  part  of  the 
convention  tours.  The  members  of  both  the  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
Regions  produced  two  shows  with  bountiful  and  beautiful  displays  of  blooms. 
Iris  shows  in  Australia  seem  a  lot  more  complicated  than  those  I’ve  seen  here 
in  the  U.S.  For  example,  in  Sydney  the  program  listed  eight  sections,  17 
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classes  within  which  there  were  a  total  of  123  ways  to  enter  irises.  In 
Melbourne  there  were  12  sections  and  68  ways  to  enter.  In  addition  to  first, 
second,  and  third  place  cards  in  each  category,  there  were  21  additional 
awards  and  trophies  in  Sydney  and  26  in  Melbourne.  I  have  a  healthy  respect 
for  the  show  managers  Craig  Carroll  in  Sydney  and  Helen  Reid  in  Melbourne 
and  all  their  workers.  The  climates  in  Sydney  and  Melbourne  produce  iris 
blooms  much  like  that  in  California — many  types  are  in  bloom  at  once.  We 
saw  all  the  bearded  types  from  SDB  to  TB,  LA,  Spu,  Sib,  AB,  and  Pacificas  in 
one  or  both  shows.  Shows  had  categories  for  various  collections  of  stalks, 
some  of  same  types,  others  with  different  types  of  irises.  Some  categories 
called  for  single  or  multiple  stalks  of  one  type  but  different  colors.  Like  here, 
there  was  a  floral  art  section.  A  big  section  was  that  of  single  blossoms 
exhibited  in  small  vases.  An  additional  section  was  for  potted  irises.  While 
seeming  like  quite  a  challenge  for  the  organizers,  it  made  for  a  spectacular 
display  for  those  who  were  visiting  the  show. 

But  like  iris  shows,  our  visit  to  the  land  Down  Under  had  to  end.  We  left  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon  and  arrived  in  Honolulu  at  6:00  a.m.  of  the  same  Sunday. 
We  had  planned  to  recover  a  day  there  from  jet  lag  so  we  could  arrive  in 
Colorado  ready  to  tackle  our  work,  but  we  played  too  hard  and  still  arrived 
home  exhausted.  As  I  write  this,  our  winter  chill  is  here  in  full  force,  but  we 
have  warm  thoughts  of  good  times,  good  irises  and  good  friends  to  keep  us 
warm  until  our  own  spring — only  a  few  months  away. 


Are  You  A  Diletante? 

Florence  Stout  (Illinois) 

Did  you  know  that  there  are  wild  irises  growing  near  you?  Furthermore,  that 
these  same  species  growing  in  the  wild  near  you,  grow  ONLY  in  your  area  and 
are  never  found  in  the  mountains  of  Austria,  or  the  island  of  Crete,  or  even  in 
Turkey?  Some  of  the  iris  species  growing  near-by  are  actually  endangered  by 
the  expansion  of  cities  and  need  to  be  rescued;  for  most  plants  find  it  difficult 
to  compete  with  concrete  and  asphalt  should  they  survive  the  bulldozer. 

Should  not  everyone  belonging  to  a  single  plant  society  such  as  our  A.I.S. 
be  aware  of  all  the  species  of  that  plant?  We  tend  to  import  strange  and  exotic 
species  rescued  from  the  scraggly  slopes  of  Szechuan  and  to  overlook  those 
close  by.  We  are  fortunate,  in  the  USA,  to  have  many  native  iris  species  and  for 
each  geographic  area  there  seems  to  be  iris  endemic  to  that  area.  In  our 
Midwest  area  we  are  blessed  with  several:  versicolor,  Virginica,  cristata  and 
lacustris,  and  even  a  few  “louisianas.”  We  should,  at  least,  make  friends  with 
all  of  these. 

Isn’t  it  curious  that  none  of  the  American  native  irises  have  beards?  Did  we 
declare  independence  for  our  plants,  too?  Beards  are  very  common  on 
European  irises,  with  at  least  two  discinct  types  of  beards  on  various  species, 
with  at  least  one  species  having  six  beards  per  blossom!  No  one  misses  the 
beards  on  the  American  irises,  for  the  clever  little  things  have  grown  signal 
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patches  of  bright  yellow  instead  which  fools  many  people.  It  successfully 
fools  the  pollinating  insects,  too,  fortunately.  Some  native  species  have  even 
developed  a  substitute  beard  in  the  form  of  a  proud  crest  (like  the  coxcomb  of 
a  vain  rooster.) 

Our  crested  irises  differ  from  most  of  the  oriental  examples,  which  form 
canes  to  which  the  crested  beauties  cling.  One  Asiatic  crested  iris  is  similar  to 
ours,  not  having  canes,  and  that  is  the  “roof  iris  of  Japan”  known  also  as 
tectorum,  probably  more  familiar  to  gardeners  than  our  native  forms. 

In  the  USA  there  are  many  types  of  growing  conditions  and,  consequently, 
there  are  also  many  types  of  plants,  each  type  with  its  own  built-in  prefer¬ 
ences.  In  each  area  there  are  probably  native  irises  that  grow  best  there,  and 
maybe  we  should  concentrate  on  our  own  area,  but  who  can  resist  trying,  for 
instance  those  gorgeous  pacificas?  When  plants  are  transplanted  to  a  totally 
different  set  of  conditions,  soil,  climate,  rainfall,  altitude,  etc.  the  plants  often 
exhibit  a  sort  of  homesickness  and  languish  away.  This  is  what  happened 
when  we  tried  to  grow  the  “Rocky  Mountain  iris”  in  our  flatlands. 

Incidentally,  if  you  discover  an  iris  growing  in  the  wild,  there  are  certain  rules 
you  must  obey.  First  of  all,  get  permission  to  dig.  Then  be  sure  there  are  many 
plants  left  to  maintain  the  plant  population  there.  As  to  digging,  be  sure  you 
get  a  complete  plant  with  as  much  dirt  adhering  to  the  roots  as  possible  to 
prevent  plant  shock  and  to  have  some  to  analyze  when  you  get  home.  Every 
gardener  should  have  a  handy  soil  analysis  kit  so  he  can  drop  a  wee  sample 
in  a  bottle,  shake  in  the  solution,  let  set  a  few  minutes  and  then  KNOW  what 
kind  of  soil  he  needs  to  duplicate,  for  looking  at  it  is  not  enough. 

Cautiously  scrutinizing  the  flora  in  an  area  often  rewards  one  unexpectedly. 
While  we  were  looking  for  a  population  of  versicolor  in  a  marshy  area  last 
season,  we  discovered  a  tall  iris  in  that  beautiful  sky  blue  color  of  some  Ohio 
“blue  eyed  grass.”  It  was  growing  in  marshland,  not  prairie,  and  was  almost 
twice  the  size  of  others  we  had  seen.  This  prompts  us  to  observe  that 
exceptions  should  be  noted  and  reasons  sought. 

Better  results  are  obtained  if  one  starts  from  seed.  This  is  a  sneaky  way  of 
making  the  seeds  think  they  were  just  dropped  there  by  their  parents  so  it’s 
OK.  A  few  do  actually  adapt,  even  Californicae,  but  it  is  a  longer  process  and 
many  will  be  lost.  But  transplants  are  lost,  too,  and  no  progress  is  made.  At 
least  with  seed,  the  investment  is  lower  and  the  prospects  are  better  and  who 
knows,  you  may  be  the  one  to  produce  a  hardy  strain  in  your  difficult  area!  If 
the  seeds  are  over-ripened  (usually!)  don’t  forget  to  soak  them  before  plant¬ 
ing.  Some  seeds  with  really  tough  outer  coats  need  as  much  as  a  week  of 
soaking,  with  the  water  changed  every  day. 

A  study  of  the  conditions  needed  for  growing  a  given  species  is  a  guaran¬ 
tee  of  better  performance,  for  you  can  then  try  to  duplicate  their  preferred 
habitat.  Some  alkaline  lovers  like  spurias  are  satisfied  with  a  liberal  addition  of 
wood  ashes,  while  acid  lovers  thrive  at  6  pH  arrived  at  with  sulphur  and  peat, 
and  water  lovers  placed  near  the  roof  run-off  need  only  to  be  watered  extra 
during  periods  of  no  rain.  That  over-simplifies  it,  but  it  isn’t  all  that  difficult 
really.  And  the  joy  of  seeing  lactea  in  full  bloom  at  Halloween,  for  instance,  is 
something  to  write  home  about! 


32 


If  you  are  a  diletante  with  no  serious  thoughts  about  irises,  we  suggest  you 
stick  with  TBs  for  there  is  no  skill  required  to  raise  them.  If  you  have  even  a 
faintly  green  thumb,  however,  we  suggest  that  you  grow  at  least  the  irises  that 
are  native  to  your  area  before  the  earth-moving  equipment  removes  them 
forever 

Reprinted  from  Region  8  Newsletter,  Spring,  1985. 
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A  New  Iris  Is  Born 

Mark  Dienstbach  (Missouri) 

Any  hybridizer  reading  the  above  title  would  probably  say,  “What’s  so 
unusual  about  that?  Each  year  two  to  three  thousand  new  irises  are  intro¬ 
duced.”  That  is  very  true,  but  occasionally  an  iris  is  introduced  which  has  a 
very  special  meaning  or  purpose.  This  article  is  about  such  an  iris. 

A  wealthy  and  most  generous  man,  grief  stricken  over  the  loss  of  his  wife, 
was  seeking  a  place  in  Missouri  Botanical  Gardens  which  could  in  some  way 
be  used  as  a  lasting  memorial  to  her.  She  loved  flowers.  The  Garden  Adminis¬ 
trator  was  taking  this  man  around  the  seventy-nine  acre  garden  in  an  electric 
car  in  an  attempt  to  find  a  suitable  spot  for  a  memorial.  They  came  upon  the 
new  location  of  the  iris  display  garden  which  is  maintained  by  The  Greater  St. 
Louis  Iris  Society.  The  Administrator  casually  remarked,  “And  here  is  our  new 
iris  garden.”  The  man  said,  “That’s  it,  my  wife’s  favorite  flower  was  the  iris.”  The 
iris  garden  then  was  named  in  honor  of  the  man’s  wife.  Improvements  which 
were  scheduled  to  be  made  over  a  ten-year  period  were  now  completed  at 
one  time.  The  gentleman  requested  that  an  iris  be  named  for  his  wife.  It 
became  my  assignment.  A  rebloomer  in  the  garden  called  NOW  AND  LATER 
was  chosen  by  him  as  it  was  peach  in  color,  his  wife’s  favorite  color,  and  it  was 
in  bloom  for  the  second  time  that  year. 

My  first  job  was  to  explain  to  this  man  that  an  iris  cannot  have  a  name 
change,  and  that  I  would  have  to  find  a  hybridizer  who  was  willing  to  hybridize 
an  iris  peach  in  color  and  name  it  for  this  man’s  wife.  With  such  an  assign¬ 
ment,  I  shouldn’t  just  contact  just  any  hybridizer,  but  rather  an  outstanding 
one.  A  hybridizer  was  contacted,  and  he  graciously  accepted  the  challenge 
and  said  he  had  a  new  seedling  in  peach  which  looked  promising.  For  three 
years  I  watched  it  grow  and  develop.  You  wouldn’t  believe  the  problems  to  be 
overcome.  First,  there  was  one  about  the  rebloomer.  I  had  to  explain  to  the 
garden  benefactor  that  rebloomers  are  not  manufactured  and  that  they  only 
occur  occasionally.  Then  there  was  the  time  element  and  again  I  had  to 
explain  that  you  just  don’t  get  on  the  phone  and  call  New  York  and  ask  them  to 
ship  two  dozen  irises  in  peach  to  be  named  for  an  individual.  After  the  man 
was  oriented  to  the  iris  world,  I  had  problems  with  the  Garden  Administrator 
wondering  just  when  I  was  going  to  come  up  with  the  iris.  I  then  started  having 
problems  with  the  hybridizer.  He  is  a  perfectionist  and  a  Dykes  Medal  winner 
and  as  such,  has  an  outstanding  reputation  to  uphold.  He  wouldn’t  just  settle 
for  any  good  iris,  it  had  to  be  letter  perfect,  or  as  near  to  that  as  he  could  get. 
An  iris  has  now  been  named  for  the  man’s  wife,  but  the  arrival  wasn’t  as  easy 
as  some  might  believe  it  would  be. 


PRAIRIE  IN  BLOOM— OMAHA  1990 
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Iris  Proliferations 

Lucy  Fry  (Kansas) 

In  all  the  years  that  we  have  been  growing  irises  and  studying  iris  literature,  I 
had  never  heard  of  a  proliferation  on  an  iris.  Proliferations  in  connection  with 
daylilies  is  a  common  occurrence,  but  to  the  few  people  we  know  who  had 
heard  of  one  on  an  iris,  none  had  seen  one. 

You  can  imagine  the  surprise  I  felt  as  I  was  walking  in  the  seedling  patch  in 
September  and  saw  something  odd.  A  seedling  grown  from  seed  given  to  us 
by  Roy  Brizendine  and  having  about  one  half  aril  content  had,  not  one,  but 
two,  distinct  formations  in  the  clump.  Perched  on  top  of  a  one  to  one  and  one 
fourth  inch  stalk  were  two  separate  fans  spreading  away  from  the  center.  Each 
fan  had  several  leaves  about  two  and  one  half  to  three  inches  tall  and  showed 
distinct  root  nodes.  The  second  proliferation  was  similar  but  slightly  smaller. 
We  have  a  number  of  people  who  will  attest  to  having  seen  the  proliferation 
because  we  took  one  of  them  to  the  Region  18  fall  meeting. 

We  rooted  both  proliferations  and  planted  them — one  with  the  stalk  still 
attached,  the  other  without  the  stalk.  This  way,  we  can  compare  the  results  of 
different  cultural  practices.  We  are  anxious  to  see  the  results. 

Death  Of  A  Glamour  Queen 

Bernice  M.  Miller  (Alabama) 

When  you  see  these  iris  glamour  queens,  so  regally  resplendent  in  the 
hybridizer’s  garden,  you  can’t  help  bringing  them  home  to  your  own  garden. 
Alas,  sometimes,  these  spectacular  beauties  don’t  look  the  same  in  your  own 
garden,  even  with  the  most  TLC.  They  bloom  out,  they  succumb  to  diseases 
and  rots,  they  stunt  and  sicken  and  slowly  fade  away.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
hybridizer  (it  did  beautifully  for  him).  It  is  merely  the  fault  of  your  own  climate, 
far  different  from  the  balmy,  ideal  climate  where  they  were  bred.  Away  from 
there,  they  succumb  to  the  northern  blizzard,  or  the  hot  winds  of  the  desert 
southwest,  or  the  summer  heat  and  humidity  and  the  devastating  winter 
freezes  of  the  southeast,  or  the  harsh,  cold  winters  and  the  harsh,  hot 
summers  of  the  central  plains.  There,  sometimes,  they  curl  up  their  rhizomes 
in  disdain  and  look  no  more  like  a  glamour  queen  than  a  dust  cloth  looks  like  a 
sexy  negligee. 

Because  this  has  happened  far  too  often  in  my  own  garden  in  northwest 
Alabama,  I’ve  spent  hours  working  out  genetic  charts  on  irises  that  have 
winter  killed  for  me  and  those  that  have  not.  Yes,  I  do  mean  winter  kill;  although 
the  damage  is  sometimes  less  and  causes  crown  rot  to  set  in  when  new 
growth  begins.  And  it  isn’t  due  to  lack  of  garden  care.  Hundreds  of  other  irises 
growing  beside  them  with  identical  care  survived  the  alternate  freezing  and 
thawing  and  grew  and  increased  beautifully. 

In  January,  1 980,  a  cold  front  dropped  the  temperature  from  a  nice  sixty-five 
degrees  to  five  above  zero  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  ground  was  already 
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soggy  from  heavy  winter  rains.  For  three  days,  the  temperature  never  got  over 
twenty  degrees.  Of  course,  the  ground  froze  so  deeply  that,  believe  it  or  not, 
icicles  were  thrust  up  out  of  the  ground  itself  from  the  wet,  expanded  soil,  and 
the  earth  was  like  iron  to  walk  on.  Because  the  irises  were  so  deeply  rooted, 
the  roots  held.  Only  the  rhizomes  were  forced  out  of  the  ground.  They  rested 
on  the  surface  like  sitting  ducks.  Heartbreakingly,  some  of  my  precious,  most 
expensive  lovelies  were  frozen  to  death.  They  showed  no  evidence  of  rot  of 
any  kind  as  they  shriveled  and  died  like  any  other  plant  when  killed  by 
freezing.  There  was  no  offensive  odor,  no  discoloration  or  sudden  deteriora¬ 
tion.  You  could  smell  the  fragrance  like  any  healthy  rhizome  when  it  is 
completely  dehydrated. 

Please,  forgive  me,  Larry  Gaulter.  I’m  going  to  use  two  of  your  exquisite  pale 
apricots  to  make  a  point  because  I  purchased  them  both  in  the  summer  of 
1980.  They  were  planted  side  by  side  and  got  off  to  an  excellent  start.  I 
wanted  to  use  both  of  them  to  get  what  I  wanted  from  a  registered  seedling  of 
mine  that  I  have  never  introduced,  Jephthah’s  Daughter.  It  is  the  color  of 
Jersey  Cream  in  the  spring,  the  exact,  deep,  luscious  yellow.  Besides,  it  has  a 
coral-scarlet  beard,  an  exquisite  combination.  But  the  sun  was  unkind  to  it 
and  the  blossoms  wilted  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  The  parentage  is  (Ola 
Kala  x  Mary  Randall)  X  Pink  Fulfillment,  a  sturdy  heritage.  Selfing  it  didn’t 
eliminate  the  problem.  So,  it  was  crossed  with  Rippling  Waters  and  the  color 
was  much  subdued,  although  the  blossoms  were  now  lacy  and  ruffled  and 
superbly  textured.  The  beard  was  subdued  also.  Seeing  Elysian  Fields  and 
Sumptuous  in  Cooley’s  catalogue,  I  wondered  if  using  those  two  glamour 
queens  on  a  red-bearded  white  from  my  Rippling  Waters  cross  and  inter¬ 
crossing  the  best  of  the  resultant  seedlings  would  recover  my  original  color 
combination  in  a  greatly  improved  iris. 

Why  then  did  Sumptuous  winterkill  for  me  in  the  winter  of  1 980  and  Elysian 
Fields  did  not?  Their  garden  treatment  was  identical,  and  they  were  growing 
side  by  side.  Naturally,  I  worked  out  genetic  charts  to  ferret  out  the  reason.  As 
I  expected,  in  that  color  range,  I  found  both  Arctic  Flame  and  Pink  Formal  in 
the  ancestory,  giving  Purissima  in  their  heritage.  Notoriously,  seedlings  of 
Purissima  sometimes  winterkill  in  northern  Alabama  winters,  which  can  be 
very  cold  and  nasty  with  no  protective  snow  blanket.  But  the  amounts  of 
Purissima  in  total  were  very  small,  amounting  to  about  one-eighth  of  the 
heritage.  Varieties  with  more  Purissima  than  that  survive  Alabama  winters.  So 
why  then  should  Sumptuous  perish?  Elysian  Fields  with  almost  identical 
heritage  did  not.  The  only  conclusion  that  could  be  reached  was  that  Sump¬ 
tuous  inherited  winter-tenderness  during  the  gamete  scramble  when  the 
chromosomes  split  and  reshuffled  themselves  after  fertilization.  Elysian 
Fields  did  not  inherit  this  latent  trait. 

Now,  let’s  turn  to  an  example  from  human  genetics.  Remember  great¬ 
grandfather  Jones  and  his  crooked  big  toe?  It  didn’t  crop  out  again  for  three 
generations,  but  Uncle  Tom’s  twelfth  boy  had  a  crooked  big  toe.  He  married 
his  second  cousin,  Elsie,  who  also  had  a  crooked  big  toe.  Now  all  their 
children  have  crooked  big  toes,  except  the  oldest  boy  and  the  baby.  Ele¬ 
mentary,  dear  Watson,  a  hidden  recessive  trait  on  both  sides  of  a  cross 
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occasionally  results  in  a  seemingly  lost  trait  cropping  out  again. 

it’s  a  basic,  established  fact  that  original  hybrid  crosses  result  in  end 
products  of  such  vigor  that  weakness  in  either  parent  may  be  entirely  hidden. 
Further,  when  inbreeding  is  done,  all  the  weakness  of  both  original  parents 
shows  up  in  the  resultant  descendants,  and  that’s  why  we  are  finding  weak¬ 
ness  in  irises  many  generations  removed  from  Purissima,  particularly  when  it 
is  on  both  sides  of  the  cross.  Our  large,  ruffled  lovelies  nearly  all  have 
Purissima  hidden  somewhere  in  their  background.  Also,  you’d  be  surprised,  if 
you  did  several  hundred  genetic  charts  on  modern  irises,  how  often  certain 
outstanding  parents  have  been  used  over  and  over  again  to  get  the  large 
flowers,  the  rainbow  colors,  the  sturdy,  well-  branched  stalks,  the  wide,  ruffled 
petals  of  modern  irises. 

We  know  there  are  hardy  species  in  the  original  tetra  crosses,  but  we  also 
know  there  are  winter-tender,  sub-tropical  species  as  Mesopotamica, 
Cypriana,  Kasmiriana.  Certainly,  the  blood  of  these  tender  species  is  in  our 
modern  irises  and  can  be  expected  to  crop  out  occasionally  no  matter  how 
many  generations  have  hidden  them.  And  even  if  this  trait  is  active  in  an  iris,  it 
still  will  not  show  winter-tenderness  in  a  balmy  climate  where  the  original 
species  could  be  grown.  And  that  is  happening.  Many  of  our  most  glamorous 
irises  are  bred  in  our  most  equable  climates. 

Anyone  hearing  this  statement  will  say  that  an  iris  should  be  tested  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  before  it  is  introduced.  Theoretically  all  irisarians,  even 
hybridizers,  agree.  But,  who  is  going  to  do  this  testing?  Most  of  our  test 
gardens  have  been  discarded  as  not  worth  the  effort.  Most  hybridizers  have 
too  many  seedlings  of  their  own  coming  on  to  do  much  testing  for  other 
hybridizers.  There  are  national  conventions,  you  say,  where  the  seedling 
could  be  tested.  Here  is  an  example  of  what  sometimes  happens.  The  public 
falls  in  love  with  a  new  seedling  at  a  convention.  A  partisan  group  forms  and, 
with  great  fervor,  persuades  the  breeder  to  introduce  the  seedling.  He  does 
so.  It  soon  wins  an  HM,  then  in  two  years  it  wins  its  AM  and  in  two  more,  its 
Dykes.  Most  of  the  conventions  have  been  in  favorable  areas,  or  its  partisans 
excused  it  as  an  off  year.  Then  the  reports  begin  to  come  in — the  new  Dykes  is 
a  weak  grower  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  What  kind  of  a  Dykes  is  that?  It’s 
horribly  true  that  this  has  caused  our  Dykes  awards  to  lose  the  prestige  they 
deserve.  In  one  of  the  past  Bulletins,  someone  wrote  their  surprise  when  a 
Dykes  winner  proved  a  good  grower  in  their  own  garden.  Draw  your  own 
conclusion!  It  will  take  time  and  many  heads  better  than  mine  to  solve  the 
problem. 

Did  I  draw  any  conclusions  of  my  own  from  the  many  genetic  charts  I 
studied  that  might  prove  helpful  in  breeding  hardier  irises  for  Alabama?  Two 
things  cried  out  to  be  noticed.  Heavy  Rippling  Waters  heritage  often  results  in 
irises  that  survive  our  Alabama  winters  with  flying  colors,  no  doubt  because  of 
its  infusion  of  pallida  blood.  The  other  outstanding  point  to  be  observed  was 
that  California  winter  rebloomers  are  usually  hardy  when  grown  in  our  part  of 
the  country.  Now,  I’ll  stick  my  neck  out.  I’m  sure  that  some  of  the  new,  earlier 
rebloomers  would  give  even  more  vigor  to  resist  disease  as  well  as  winter¬ 
hardiness. 
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Horrors!  I  heard  you  say  it.  Too  much  pallida  blood  from  Rippling  Waters  will 
induce  poor  branching,  particularly  in  second  and  third  generation  crosses. 
Well,  at  least  the  trait  is  visible  and  poor  seedlings  can  be  eliminated  at  first 
sight.  And  rebloomers,  yet!  They’re  too  inferior  even  to  consider!  Not  true,  my 
friend,  not  true.  Have  you  seen  Leora  Kate,  Emma  Louisa,  Spirit  of  Memphis, 
Lemon  Reflection,  Corn  Harvest,  or  Beleek  Pastel?  If  you  never  have,  you’ll 
know  your  criticisms  are  not  true.  Improvements  are  coming  thick  and  fast. 
Won’t  it  be  something  when  our  glamour  queens  rebloom  twice  a  year,  or 
more,  and  have  all  the  vigor  and  disease  resistance  anyone  could  desire! 

Is  it  possible  to  get  the  modern  iris  any  more  beautiful?  That’s  going  to  be 
hard  to  do.  But  we  do  have  to  have  the  same  goal.  Why  not  a  goal  of  making 
these  irises  easier  to  grow  in  at  least  half  the  country? 

The  Iris: 

A  Passport  To  See  The  World 

Koen  Engelen  (Belgium) 

Several  people  asked  me  to  share  my  experiences  with  growing  irises  in 
Belgium  and  about  my  being  the  first  overseas  member  to  place  in  the  annual 
AIS  membership  contest.  As  a  teenager  of  seventeen,  I  dreamed  of  spending 
a  holiday  in  the  adventurous  Australia.  I  never  would  have  imagined  that  a 
flower  would  do  the  job  of  getting  me  there.  At  that  time,  I  received  some  irises 
from  a  neighbor.  The  next  spring  those  dark  purple  “flags”  flowered,  and  I  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  gracious  form  and  the  spicy  lemon  fragrance.  I  became 
interested  in  growing  irises  and  tried  to  find  more  varieties.  The  French  Iris 
Society  was  beginning,  and  soon  thereafter  I  was  a  member  of  the  British  and 
American  Societies. 

In  1981,  Miss  Hobbs,  secretary  of  the  Australian  Iris  Society,  made  my 
dream  come  true.  With  just  a  short  telegram,  she  invited  me  to  come  to 
Melbourne.  I  still  remember  Miss  Hobbs  waiting  at  the  airport  with  an  iris  in  her 
hands  just  to  let  me  know  she  was  the  lady  who  sent  the  telegram.  She  had 
organized  a  five-week  journey  for  me  during  peak  iris  bloom  and  the  conven¬ 
tion.  I  can’t  describe  my  feelings.  Of  course,  I  was  able  to  meet  all  the  iris 
people  from  Australia.  Highlights  were  my  stays  with  Barry  and  Lesley  Blyth  in 
Victoria  and  Margaret  Lee  in  Sydney.  I  can  never  thank  Miss  Hobbs  enough 
for  her  part  in  making  my  dream  of  visiting  Australia  come  true. 

The  iris  virus  had  infected  me,  and  all  of  you  can  understand  what  I  mean.  I 
started  buying  iris  introductions  from  the  United  States,  Australia,  and  France 
and  soon  realized  that  my  parent’s  garden  was  too  small.  A  new  one-acre  tract 
of  land  was  easily  found. 

The  following  years  found  iris  activity  restricted  because  of  the  military 
service,  but  with  special  permission,  I  was  able  to  visit  most  of  the  European 
iris  gardens  and  nurseries. 

The  problem  with  irises  is  that  when  you  spoil  them,  they  increase  VERY 
rapidly.  In  1985  another  new  piece  of  land  was  bought;  this  one  two  acres  in 
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Irises  in  Kawana  Garden 

size.  In  the  meantime,  more  and  more  Belgian  gardeners  became  interested 
in  growing  irises.  The  result  was  the  foundation  of  the  Flemish  Iris  Society. 

My  next  dream  was  a  visit  to  the  United  States.  Again,  it  was  thanks  to  my 
iris  growing  that  I  was  able  to  get  there.  The  year  1986  was  a  marvelous  one 
with  three  iris  seasons  in  one  for  me.  First,  I  was  able  to  attend  the  San  Jose 
Convention.  This  was  a  thrilling  nice  experience.  Why  are  iris  people  so  nice 
all  over  the  world?  The  seven  days  I  stayed  in  the  states  were,  in  fact,  fourteen 
days  because  of  all  the  nighttime  parties  that  were  held  in  the  Red  Lion.  This 
made  the  days  very  long,  but  I  had  a  great  time.  Many  thanks  go  to  my  host 
family,  the  Mike  Howards. 

The  iris  season  in  Belgium  was  quite  good  that  year,  and  we  were  kept  quite 
busy  at  transplanting  time  and  in  keeping  the  two  acres  in  good  shape. 
Instead  of  having  a  restful  winter  to  recover,  a  very  special  letter  from  Barry 
Blyth  assured  me  of  the  third  season.  Barry  Blyth  invited  me  to  come  to  Tempo 
Two  for  some  months  to  learn  more  about  the  iris  business.  This  was  a  big  step 
to  take,  but  I  gave  up  my  full-time  job  and  asked  my  parents  to  take  care  of  the 
garden  and  my  two  dogs.  In  a  few  weeks,  I  was  flying. to  Melbourne  again. 
This  time,  i  spent  three  months  Down  Under,  including  a  Christmas  at  35°  C. 

Barry  and  Lesley  taught  me  all  aspects  of  a  good  iris  business:  judging, 
making  crosses,  growing  all  kinds  of  irises,  office  work,  composing  a  catalog, 
etc.  In  Sydney,  John  Taylor  showed  me  the  newest  things  in  Louisiana 
hybridizing  and  Graeme  Grosvenor  let  me  help  in  judging  the  Japanese  iris 
exhibition.  The  Aussies  were  great  to  me. 

This  marathon  year  of  1986  with  its  triple  iris  season  gave  birth  to  a 
specialized  iris  nursery  in  coastal  Belgium.  In  1 987  the  KAWANA  garden  was 
born.  Kawana  is  the  Aboriginal  meaning  of  flower.  Lesley  Blyth  found,  after 
spending  hours  in  the  library,  this  beautiful  name  for  my  nursery. 
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Koen  Engelen  in  Australia  Bioomtime  in  Belgium 

Another  highlight  came  for  me  in  1988.  I  was  able  to  attend  the  Oklahoma 
Convention  which  was  a  new  experience  for  me  because  I  learned  about 
garden  judging  and  exhibition  judging  with  the  help  and  advice  of  Perry  Dyer. 

I  nearly  missed  my  own  iris  season  because  of  the  very  mild  Belgian  spring. 
Everything  bloomed  three  weeks  earlier  than  normal.  The  Kawana  Garden 
looked  the  most  beautiful  it  had  ever  looked.  To  give  the  garden  more 
publicity  we  organized  the  Kawana  Iris  Competition.  Since  irises  are  for  the 
average  gardener,  we  were  most  eager  to  know  which  iris  would  be  preferred 
by  the  visitors.  Most  of  the  people  are  not  aware  of  any  society,  rules,  or 
whatever,  so  they  are  just  newcomers  without  prejudice.  Each  visitor  received 
a  paper  with  some  multiple  choice  questions,  and  they  wrote  down  their 
favorite  iris.  Thirty  prizes  could  be  won.  The  first  prize  was  a  dinner  for  two  on  a 
three-hour  boat  trip  along  pittoresk  villages.  Joe  Ghio’s  Malaguena  won  the 
first  Kawana  popularity  contest.  A  trophy  was  sent  to  him.  Runnersup  were 
Dusky  Challenger,  Gigi,  and  Enthralling  Pink. 

I  am  grateful  to  our  rainbow  flower  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  meet  so 
many  nice  people.  That’s  what  it  is  all  about  isn’t  it?  I  still  have  two  big  dreams 
to  realize.  I  want  to  visit  Schreiners’  and  Cooley’s  gardens  and  I  want  to  visit 
Japan. 

Belgium  has  a  good  climate  for  growing  irises.  They  stand  the  many 
rainfalls  better  than  one  might  imagine  as  long  as  the  drainage  is  good.  It  is 
also  important  that  there  be  sufficient  air  circulation  around  the  plants.  Im¬ 
ported  irises  are  grown  for  one  year  in  a  plastic  greenhouse  for  two  reasons:  to 
recover  from  the  climate-transport  shock  and  because  I  don’t  want  to  lose 
those  rather  expensive  introductions.  We  experience  the  same  problems  as 
in  some  parts  of  the  United  States.  Some  irises  will  never  grow  nor  flower, 
others  grow  like  a  weed  but  never  flower,  and  others  do  well  but  catch  every 
possible  infection. 


40 


Five  years  ago  I  started  hybridizing,  but  so  far  none  of  the  seedlings  (tall 
bearded,  standard  dwarf,  and  spuria)  have  overwhelmed  me.  This  past 
summer  I  replanted  over  eleven  thousand  seedlings.  In  the  hybridizing  pro¬ 
gram  I  concentrate  on  using  strong  plants  that  perform  every  year  and  have 
good  garden  value.  There  seems  to  be  a  tendency  in  irisdom  to  separate 
garden  irises  and  exhibition  irises.  In  my  opinion,  that’s  something  to  watch. 
We  see  the  same  problems  with  show  greyhounds  and  greyhounds  for 
racing.  The  showdogs  are  no  longer  able  to  run  because  their  bones  are  too 
tender,  but  they  are  oh  so  nice  to  see.  The  racing  dogs  are  ugly  as  rats,  but 
strong.  We  have  that  to  keep  in  mind,  I  think,  as  we  evaluate  irises. 

As  1 988  ends,  the  iris  business  is  expanding  and  moving  to  another  place. 
The  new  place  is  a  most  beautiful  piece  of  land  near  Antwerp  and  will  become 
THE  iris  mecca  of  Europe.  I  promise  you!  Give  me  two  years  to  realize  my 
dream  to  make  it  so.  When  it  is  realized,  you  are  all  invited,  my  dear  iris  freaks! 

Since  it  is  so  difficult  to  prepare  a  beautiful  garden,  why  not  have  a  special 
medal  for  the  nicest  private  garden  on  tour  during  the  convention?  Those 
gardeners  work  hard  to  make  a  convention  great,  and  they  deserve  an  award. 
Let  the  conventioneers  choose,  and  the  most  popular  garden  receives  the 
medal. 


The  Iris  Project 

George  Gessert  (Oregon) 

In  the  1 960s  at  the  University  where  I  was  studying  art,  it  was  not  advisable 
to  paint  flowers,  especially  if  you  were  male.  Flower  painting  was  considered 
effeminate  and  sentimental.  I  didn’t  see  it  that  way,  but  I  had  to  admit  that 
extremely  few  20th  century  painters  had  any  feel  for  plants.  Most  flower 
painting  was  strictly  from  Bambi.  I  was  not  ready  to  risk  contempt  and  so, 
although  I  would  have  liked  to  paint  flowers,  I  didn’t.  However,  at  the  first 
opportunity,  I  grew  flowers,  and  eight  years  ago  I  began  hybridizing  irises. 
Initially  I  kept  my  gardening  and  art  separate.  But  when  my  first  crosses 
bloomed  in  1 982,  and  I  had  to  choose  which  plants  to  keep  and  which  to  kill,  I 
was  impressed  by  the  similarity  of  hybridizing  to  painting.  In  both  cases  there 
was  an  interplay  of  chance  and  choice,  and  choice  reflected  habits,  dreams, 
and  desires.  Was  DNA  a  kind  of  paint? 

I  began  to  see  gardens  as  ecological  niches  in  which  plants,  and  certain 
animals,  such  as  dogs  and  cats,  survived  by  fulfilling  the  functions  of  art:  that 
is,  by  acting  as  bridges  between  the  inner  and  outer  worlds  of  human  beings. 
This  had  a  repellent  side:  many  highly  bred  garden  plants  looked  like  adver¬ 
tisements,  or  showbiz  filiation.  Over  the  next  few  years  I  developed  the  Iris 
Project,  an  investigation  into  areas  of  overlap  between  art  and  genetics.  At 
first  my  breeding  program  in  connection  with  the  Iris  Project  involved 
arilbreds  and  tall  bearded  irises,  but  eventually  I  decided  to  work  primarily 
with  Pacific  Coast  native  irises.  The  advantage  of  Pacific  Coast  natives  was 
that  since  I  lived  within  their  range,  I  could  make  selections  from  the  wild. 

My  first  artwork,  aside  from  the  hybrid  sketches  themselves,  was  a  con- 
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ceptual  piece  called  “Iris”.  It  appeared  in  Sky,  an  artist’s  book  that  I  com¬ 
pleted  in  1985.  “Iris”  was  a  proposal  for  an  earthwork  for  the  Bangor  Naval 
Submarine  Base  in  Washington.  At  this  base  submarines  are  eguipped  with 
nuclear  warheads.  The  earthwork  that  I  proposed  was  a  meadow  filled  with 
Pacific  Coast  native  irises  bred  specifically  for  the  site  and  grown  no  other 
place. 

In  early  1986  Northwest  Review  featured  my  “Pacific  Coast  Irises  Along  a 
Gravel  Road,”  a  rambling  meditation  on  irises  that  included  criticism  of  plant 
breeding.  I  wrote  that  breeders  are  with  few  exceptions  immersed  in  mass 
culture  and  make  selections  that  uncritically  reflect  its  values.  Mass  culture 
accommodates  only  certain  kinds  of  garden  plants,  notably  plants  with 
widespread  immediate  appeal.  Such  plants  must  be  attention-grabbing  and 
photogenic.  They  must  be  easy  to  grow  across  bioregions,  under  as  diverse 
conditions  as  possible.  Sometimes  the  market  favors  innovation  (especially  in 
color),  but  just  as  often  it  produces  extreme  uniformity.  Double  forms  of 
peonies,  roses,  petunias,  tuberous  begonias,  and  many  other  garden  flowers 
often  look  virtually  identical.  Tens  of  millions  of  years  of  evolution  disappear  in 
color  spots. 

About  the  time  I  was  finishing  up  the  article  for  Northwest  Review,  the 
Seattle  Arts  Commission  announced  a  contest  called  “Visionary  Collabora¬ 
tions.”  The  Commission  would  sponsor  five  projects,  each  of  which  would 
involve  extended  interaction  between  a  Northwest  artist  and  one  or  more 
individuals  in  other  disciplines.  I  wrote  Jean  Witt  and  asked  her  if  she  would 
like  to  work  with  me  to  produce  images  and  texts  that  would  explore  the 
common  ground  between  artists  and  plant  breeders.  I  also  invited  John  Witte, 
a  poet  and  editor  of  Northwest  Review,  and  my  wife,  who  is  a  garden  writer,  to 
participate. 

The  proposal  was  turned  down.  When  I  learned  that  New  Langton  Arts  in 
San  Francisco  was  funding  interdisciplinary  art  forms,  I  rewrote  the  Seattle 
proposal,  and  submitted  it  as  “The  Algeny  Project.”*  The  proposal  was  again 
turned  down.  I  decided  to  forget  about  grants. 

I  was  very  surprised  then,  in  July  1 987,  when  I  received  a  letter  from  Renny 
Pritikin,  co-director  of  New  Langton  Arts,  inviting  me  to  participate  in  a  show 
titled  “Post  Nature”.  The  show  would  explore  re-definitions  of  nature.  My  grant 
proposal  had  produced  the  idea  for  the  show.  Most  of  the  works  in  the  show 
would  be  alive,  or  have  living  plants  or  animals  as  their  central  components. 

I  wrote  back  that  I  would  like  to  exhibit  irises  in  pots.  I  needed  to  know  if  the 
gallery  had  strong  natural  light,  and  when  the  show  would  be — the  irises 
bloomed  from  April  to  June,  but  were  best  in  May. 

I  was  told  that  the  show  would  be  May  24 — June  1 8 — late  for  bloom,  but  still 
workable — and  that  there  was  very  little  natural  light  in  the  gallery.  With 
regrets,  I  wrote  that  I  could  not  exhibit  my  irises,  since  they  would  not  do  well 
under  the  artificial  light  of  a  gallery.  I  suggested  paintings  and  artist’s  book 
materials  instead. 

Another  letter  from  New  Langton  Arts  arrived,  saying  that  they  could  take 
down  a  wall  to  provide  the  gallery  with  abundant  natural  light.  This  was 
beginning  to  sound  better  than  a  grant! 
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In  the  spring  of  1 988  I  prepared  pots  of  irises  for  the  trip  to  San  Francisco.  I 
wanted  to  put  together  an  installation  that  would  show  my  selection  process, 
and  illustrate  the  simple  fact  that  there  are  no  absolute  values  in  iris  breeding. 

I  selected  46  plants — enough  to  fill  the  space  in  front  of  the  gallery  windows 
with  a  small  hybridizer’s  plot — and  I  tagged  each  plant  with  breeding  informa¬ 
tion.  Next  to  the  plants  were  photographs  of  rejected  plants.  We  almost  never 
see  a  breeder’s  rejects;  I  assumed  that  many  viewers  would  disagree  with  my 
choices,  just  as  I  often  disagree  with  other  breeder’s  choices.  I  hoped  to 
encourage  and  challenge  viewers  to  clarify  their  own  notions  of  what  criteria 
should  be  used  to  determine  the  evolution  of  another  species. 

While  I  was  preparing  for  the  show,  I  read  a  review  of  Nayland  Blake’s  work  in 
Artweek.  Nayland  Blake  worked  at  New  Langton  and  we  had  been  corre¬ 
sponding  about  the  Post  Nature  show.  The  review  said  that  Blake’s  show 
included  whip-like  pieces  and  other  sado-masochistic  works.  A  photograph 
accompanying  the  review  showed  an  assemblage  with  an  overturned  turtle 
wedged  into  a  plexiglas  box.  The  turtle  had  the  word  HYSTERIA  painted  on  its 
shell.  I  couldn’t  tell  from  the  photograph  if  the  turtle  was  alive  or  dead. 

That  night  I  woke  up  at  one  o’clock  worrying  about  the  turtle.  Was  it  actually 
being  tortured?  Sadomasochistic  imagery  must  be  explored  by  artists.  But 
what  circumstances  could  justify  torture  of  an  animal?  Would  the  Post  Nature 
show  include  works  in  which  animals  suffered?  Would  I  have  to  withdraw  my 
work  in  protest? 

I  talked  with  some  friends  about  the  turtle.  My  wife  very  sensibly  said,  “If 
you’re  worried,  call  Nayland  Blake.”  So  I  telephoned  him.  He  told  me  that  the 
turtle  was  dead — it  was  an  embalmed  turtle  that  he  had  bought  in  Mexico.  He 
was  disgusted  by  animal  torture.  I  was  very  relieved,  but  an  important  issue 
had  been  raised.  If  living  creatures  are  brought  into  the  gallery  as  art,  their 
pleasure  and  pain,  their  lives  and  deaths  become  aspects  of  art— as  they 
perhaps  once  were  when  art  was  more  closely  associated  with  healing  and 
religious  ritual. 

I  was  nervous  about  getting  the  plants  to  San  Francisco  from  Oregon.  There 
were  too  many  plants  to  fit  into  a  car.  Renting  a  van  was  prohibitively  expen¬ 
sive.  The  cheapest  way  to  send  the  plants,  it  turned  out,  was  by  nursery 
distributor  service.  The  trucking  service  was  strictly  for  nurseries.  I  didn’t  run 
a  nursery,  but  with  the  help  of  a  few  friends  I  became  a  temporary  unpaid 
grower  of  irises  for  a  local  nursery,  and  a  distributor  agreed  to  transport  the 
irises. 

I  spent  a  weekend  packing  the  irises  into  cardboard  boxes.  When  the 
distributor  truck,  a  70-foot  monster,  arrived,  all  the  neighborhood  children 
materialized  to  watch  as  the  driver  jumped  out  of  the  cab  cursing  and 
shouting  that  if  he  had  known  how  small  the  streets  were  here,  he  would  never 
have  come.  Big  trucks  can’t  turn  easily;  he’d  run  two  curbs  to  reach  my 
neighborhood,  and  the  police  were  likely  to  appear  at  any  moment  to  tell  him 
to  move  on,  since  the  truck  was  blocking  traffic.  I  sympathized  with  him,  and 
assured  him  that  if  I  had  known  how  big  his  truck  was,  I  would  have  arranged 
to  meet  on  a  wider  street.  Kids  and  teenagers  helped  load  up  the  irises.  The 
truck  was  full  of  pizza  dough.  “Made  Fresh  Daily,”  the  packages  said.  They 
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looked  like  cement  bags.  The  police  arrived  with  their  order  for  the  truck  to 
move  just  as  the  driver  finished  a  cigarette. 

I’d  saved  so  much  money  that  I  was  able  to  take  my  12  year  old  son, 
Joseph,  with  me  to  San  Francisco.  Joseph  was  not  particularly  interested  in 
seeing  an  art  show,  but  he  was  eager  to  visit  Steinhart  Aquarium,  a  synthesis 
of  art  and  nature  if  there  ever  was  one.  We  rode  down  on  Amtrak  and  went 
directly  from  the  train  station  to  New  Langton  Arts.  The  irises  had  arrived 
safely,  but  there  had  been  a  heatwave,  and  gallery  temperatures  had  climbed 
into  the  high  90s.  The  irises  had  bloomed  out.  I  set  up  the  pots.  Conceptually 
the  piece  was  still  strong,  and  visually  it  was  adequate  in  a  rather  familiar 
earthart  way,  but  the  lack  of  flowers  was  a  disappointment. 

Five  other  artists  exhibited  works.  Mark  Thompson  set  up  a  beehive  with 
transparent  sides.  You  could  smell  the  wax  and  honey.  Gina  Lamb  presented 
a  piece  called  Television  Consumers  which  consisted  of  a  plexiglas-en- 
closed  television  set  inhabited  by  cockroaches.  Juan  Downey’s  room-sized 
installation  involved  videos,  a  tape,  and  canaries.  Mary  Flelen  Chappell 
presented  miniature  gardens  made  of  unfired  clay,  live  moss,  lichens,  and 
ficus  vines.  Mark  Pauline  and  Matt  Heckert,  who  are  members  of  the  perform¬ 
ance  group  Survival  Research  Laboratories,  do  not  consider  their  work 
generally  suitable  for  galleries,  but  were  persuaded  to  contribute  a  piece.  It 
was  a  machine  that,  when  activated  by  a  photo-electric  eye,  clashed  while  a 
mummified  dog  rotated  on  a  metal  rod.  Mark  Pauline  told  me  that  he  had 
found  the  dog  mummy  in  a  streetcar  tunnel. 

The  day  after  the  opening  I  returned  to  Oregon.  The  show  was  prominently 
reviewed  in  Artweek ,  and,  according  to  people  at  New  Langton  Arts,  at¬ 
tracted  unusually  large  crowds.  Mark  Leger  wrote  an  article  for  Pacific  Hor¬ 
ticulture  that  discussed  the  Post  Nature  show  from  the  perspective  of  the 
history  of  gardening. 

While  preparing  for  the  show  I  had  read  William  Burroughs’  The  Western 
Lands.  I  was  particularly  struck  by  Burrough’s  meditations  on  the  biological 
revolution.  I  wrote  to  thank  him  for  the  novel  and  included  a  packet  of  iris 
seeds  with  the  letter. 

Late  in  the  summer  Mr.  Burroughs  wrote  back.  “All  artists,”  he  said,  “are 
trying  to  literally  create  life.” 

According  to  a  Greek  story,  Pygmalion  was  a  sculptor  who  fell  in  love  with 
one  of  his  own  statues.  This  hopeless  situation  eventually  came  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  gods,  who  discussed  the  matter  and  decided  to  bring  the  statue  to 
life.  The  gods  work  in  mysterious  ways.  Perhaps  garden  irises,  and  most  other 
human  manipulations  of  DNA,  are  aspects  of  a  long  slow  drift  toward  realiza¬ 
tion  of  something  like  Pygmalion’s  dream. 
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ATTENTIONS 
HONE  COMPUTER 
OWNER F 5 


The  Iris  Retrieval  and  Information  System  (IRIS)  now  has  a  Garden 

Location  Listing.  Have  a  complete  up  to  date  "map"  of  your 

q  a  r  d  e  n  i  n  m  i  n  u  t  e  s  «  L  i  s  t  y  o  u  r  e  n  t.  ire  q  a  r  cl  e  n  A 1  p  h  a  b  e  t  i  c:  all  y  o  r  b  y 

Sec  1 1  o  n  a  n  d  R  o  w .  T  h  is  1  i  s  t  i  n  q  c  o  m  e  s  w  i  t  h  b  o  t  h  t  h  e  C  o  m  m  e  r  c:  i  a  1 

E d i  t. i  o n  or  the  Cal  1  e c tor’ s  s d i  tion.  Stores  up  to  f  i  v e  1  o c a tions 
per  variety.  See  other  features  below.. 


IRIS  executes  (runs)  on  an  IBM--PC, 


YT 


A  T ,  o  r  1 0 0 7.  c  o  m  p  a  t  i  b  1  e 


computer  with  DUS  2..  0  or  greater 


M i n i m u n  m e m orv  i s 


20 OK  for  the  Collector’s  Edition  and  275K  for  the  Commercial 
Ed  i  t  i  on  .. 

No  need  to  learn  any  complicated  proqrammi nq  1 anquaqe f  IRIS  is  a 
"user  friendly"  system  with  a  comprehensive  user’s  guide. 


I n vent or y 


3  a  1  e  sa 


Reports 


Ut i 1 i t i es 


***  FEATURES  ##* 

-  --  Automatically  indexes  and  stores  information 

on  up  to  20  data  elements  for  each  variety. 

-  —  Enter  and  update  customer  and  sales  information. 

A u t o m a t  i  c  a d  j  u s t m e n t  o f  y our  availab  1  e  s t o c:  k  . 

•  -  Alphabetical  inventory  and  price  listings., 

m  a  i  1  i  n  q  1  a  b  e  3.  s ,  c  li  s  t.  o  m  e  r  in  y  o  i  c  e  s ,  s  a  I  e  re  p  or  t ., 
catalog  listings  (6  different  formats)  and  more. 

-  —  Back  up  and  restore  files,  delete  records, 

c  o  m  p  r  e  s  s  file  s  p  a  c  e ,  c:  h  a  n  q  e  i  n  t  e  r  n  a  1  v  a  r  i  a  h  .1  e  s 
and  more. 

Col  I  ector  ’  s  Ed i  t  i  on  $49 . 95  ( post. pai  d  ) 

Commercial  Edition  $189.95  (postpaid) 

Arizona  residents  please  add  5.57.  tax. 


RICHARD  A.  TASCO 

5855  East  Pioneer 

Apache  Junction,  AZ  85219 


Phone:  602-982-2433 
Call  evenings  &  weekends  only 
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Vouth  Vieuus 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


Getting  Down  &  Dirty 

When  it  comes  to  irises  this  time  of  year,  our  eyes  usually  don’t  go  below  the 
beautiful  blossoms.  Give  your  gaze  a  little  break  from  all  the  bedazzlement 
and  look  down.  Consider  for  a  moment  what  is  behind,  or  more  accurately 
beneath,  all  that  beauty.  “So  what?”  you  say.  “After  all  dirt  is  just  dirt,  right?” 
WRONG! 

Dirt,  soil,  earth— all  are  terms  for  that  stuff  you’re  standing  on.  Earth  may  be 
the  most  descriptive  term  since  it  is  the  top  layer  of  our  planet,  made  up  of 
decayed  plants  and  animals,  the  minerals  from  ground-up  rocks,  air  and 
water,  but  for  now  we’ll  call  it  soil.  Soil  provides  the  mechanical  support  and 
the  essential  nutrients  that  plants  need.  The  roots  growing  into  the  soil  serve 
like  an  anchor  on  a  ship  to  keep  that  plant  from  being  swept  away  by  the 
slightest  breeze  or  water  current.  The  soil  contains  the  nutrients,  or  food,  that 
plants  need  to  grow.  Plants  absorb  these  nutrients  through  their  leaves  and 
their  roots.  You  could  say  that  they  eat  with  their  fingers  and  their  toes.  Unlike 
us,  if  they  don’t  like  the  menu,  they  can’t  go  to  a  different  restaurant.  They’re 
stuck  with  what  is  available  at  their  fingertips  or  “toetips.”  So  we  can  help  see 
that  their  diet  is  to  their  liking  by  examining  the  soil  in  which  they  are  growing. 

The  first  step  in  getting  acquainted  is  rather  like  shaking  hands,  just  bend 
down  and  scoop  up  a  handful.  If  that  is  like  trying  to  reach  through  a  wall  you 
probably  have  a  clay  soil.  That  means  that  your  soil  is  composed  mainly  of 
very  small  smooth  particles  that  cling  together  tightly  leaving  little  room  for  air 
or  water  or  fingers  to  penetrate.  Perhaps  you  could  scoop  up  a  handful  with 
ease,  but  it  ran  back  through  your  fingers  almost  as  quickly.  That  would 
indicate  your  soil  is  made  of  sand,  large  particles  that  don’t  stick  together  very 
well  and  let  air,  water  and  hands  run  through  it  rapidly.  Plant  roots  in  either  of 
these  two  soils  would  have  much  the  same  experience  as  your  hand.  In  the 
clay  they  would  have  to  struggle  to  push  through  it  and  would  have  a  hard  time 
finding  the  air  and  water  they  need.  In  the  sand  there  would  be  plenty  of  air  to 
breathe,  but  the  water  might  run  by  before  they  could  get  a  drink,  and  it  would 
be  hard  to  get  a  firm  foothold  to  support  all  the  pretty  leaves  and  blossoms  in  a 
strong  wind. 

You  can  help  make  either  type  of  soil  more  to  your  plants’  liking  by  adding 
organic  matter.  Organic  matter  is  anything  that  was  once  living.  It  could  be 
leaves,  grass  clippings,  manure,  sawdust  or  peat  moss.  Mixing  organic 
matter  with  your  soil  will  loosen  up  that  clay  soil  and  leave  more  room  for  air 
and  water.  It  will  give  the  sandy  soil  something  to  cling  to  and  all  the  organic 
matter  will  hold  some  of  the  water  long  enough  for  the  roots  to  use  it. 
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Obviously,  you  don’t  want  to  dig  up  your  irises  now  while  they  are  in  flower, 
but  you  can  start  working  organic  matter  into  a  new  flower  bed  you  may  be 
planning  or  work  on  the  one  you  have  when  you  dig  those  plants  up  to  divide 
them.  Your  irises  may  need  some  specific  nutrients  added  to  the  soil  just  as 
we  need  certain  vitamins  and  minerals.  You  can  add  an  all  purpose  fertilizer 
such  as  you  would  use  in  the  vegetable  garden.  It  is  usually  safest  to  use  a 
fertilizer  with  a  ratio  such  as  5-10-5  where  the  middle  number,  the  phos¬ 
phorous,  is  higher  than  the  first  number  which  represents  the  nitrogen.  Talk  to 
other  iris  growers  in  your  area  to  find  out  what  works  for  them.  If  you  really  want 
to  know  for  certain  what  might  be  lacking  in  your  soil,  find  a  county  extension 
agent  or  soil  lab  that  can  do  a  chemical  analysis  of  a'soil  sample  you  take  to 
them. 

By  helping  improve  your  soil,  you  will  provide  a  healthier  and  happier  home 
for  the  roots  of  the  plants.  Your  irises  will  thank  you  for  your  efforts  by 
producing  the  spectacular  springtime  show  we  all  enjoy.  Get  down,  get  dirty, 
it  will  make  the  flowers  dance  with  delight. 

Soil,  Where  Does  It  Come  From 
And  Where  Does  It  Go? 

David  L.  Williams 

The  answer  to  both  questions  in  the  title  of  this  article  is  “rock.”  But  it  is  a 
long,  slow  journey  as  the  massive  rock  is  broken  down  into  smaller  and 
smaller  particles  during  the  process.  In  the  early  stages  of  soil  formation, 
physical  forces  do  most  of  the  work:  rain,  hail,  snow,  wind,  freezing,  gravity, 
etc.  result  in  a  mass  of  crushed  rock,  pebbles,  and  sand;  and  then  chemical 
forces  take  over.  The  chemical  forces  are  oxidation  (rusting),  and  acids  from 
the  rain  and  from  decomposing  organic  matter. 

The  soil,  however,  is  not  just  crushed  rock.  It  is  a  mixture  of  particles  ranging 
in  size  from  rocks,  pebbles,  and  sand  down  to  silt,  and  finally  to  clay.  Both 
sand  and  silt  have  the  same  crystalline  structure  as  the  rock  from  which  they 
came,  but  clay  is  different.  Clay  appears  to  be  built  back  up  out  of  some  of  the 
chemicals  and  minerals  from  the  original  rock. 

Despite  the  problems  that  too  much  clay  in  the  soil  causes  to  gardeners 
and  farmers,  the  clay  particle  is  the  secret  to  productivity  in  any  soil.  There  are 
two  special  properties  that  make  clay  unique.  One  is  the  small  size  of  the 
particles  and  the  other  is  the  fact  that  the  surface  of  clay  particles  has  a 
negative  charge.  These  two  features  give  the  clay,  and  the  soil  of  which  it  is  a 
part,  the  ability  to  hold  the  water  and  plant  nutrients  which  enable  plants  to 
grow. 

As  stated  above,  the  production  of  soil  from  rock  is  a  slow  process,  and  a 
thousand  years  will  produce  only  a  few  inches  of  soil  on  a  rocky  parent 
material;  but  much  of  the  soil  that  was  formed  so  slowly  on  the  mountains  is 
washed  down  into  the  river  systems  and  deposited  on  valley  floors  year  after 
year.  The  result  is  an  alluvial  deposit  that  becomes  soil,  and  in  some  areas  this 
can  occur  very  rapidly  and  become  good  farming  soil  over  a  very  few  years. 
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Even  productive  alluvial  soils,  however,  suffer  from  old  age.  Rain  and  flood 
water  percolate  down  through  the  soil  carrying  clay  particles  and  chemicals. 
In  the  south  and  western  United  States  where  freezing  action  is  absent,  as 
alluvial  soils  age  they  develop  a  more  clay-like  subsoil  that  eventually  be¬ 
comes  so  dense  that  neither  roots  nor  water  can  penetrate.  Chemicals 
gradually  cement  this  dense  material  into  a  rock-like  substance.  And  this  can 
happen,  though  at  a  slower  rate,  even  in  soils  in  areas  where  freezing  and 
thawing  produce  friable  farming  soils.  Thus  we  have  rock  turning  into  soil  and 
then  slowly  turning  back  into  rock. 

Some  soil  is  washed  out  to  sea,  where  it  settles  on  the  ocean  floor.  Over 
centuries,  it  is  compressed  and  then  geologically  raised  to  become  the 
sandstone  and  shale  of  coastal  mountains.  Again,  soil  has  returned  to  rock. 

Garden  soil  is  of  more  interest  to  gardeners,  however,  than  the  type  which 
washes  out  to  sea.  The  key  to  garden  success  is  the  availability  of  nutrients, 
the  proper  acidity,  adequate  water,  aeration  of  the  roots,  and  enough  warmth 
and  sunshine  to  allow  plants  to  grow.  You  can  add  fertilizer,  change  the 
acidity,  irrigate,  and  buy  a  place  that  is  sunny  enough  for  plants.  The  most 
difficult  thing  to  change,  however,  is  the  aeration  of  the  roots,  because  that  is 
related  to  the  soil  structure.  Soil  structure  is  the  way  the  sand,  silt,  and  clay 
particles  are  stuck  together. 

The  best  soil  structure  is  a  random  distribution  of  these  particles  stuck 
firmly  together  with  a  sugar-like  substance  called  polysaccharides.  This 
comes  from  the  decomposition  of  organic  matter.  This  “well  aggregated”  soil 
is  porous  and  permits  air,  the  water  in  which  the  nutrients  are  dissolved,  and 
the  plant  roots  to  move  easily  through  it.  This  is  important  for  good  plant 
growth  because  the  small  pores  of  the  soil  contain  only  a  limited  amount  of 
water  and  not  all  of  it  is  available  to  the  plant.  After  the  surplus  water  has 
drained  away,  the  remaining  water  does  not  freely  move  through  the  soil  and 
the  plant  roots  must  grow  and  reach  out  to  satisfy  their  need  for  water. 

The  growth  rate  of  roots  can  be  astounding!  One  scientist  planted  a  single 
rye  plant  in  a  large  pot  and  grew  it  for  4  months.  He  then  sampled  the  root 
system  and  measured  all  the  roots,  including  the  root  hairs.  He  found  that  the 
total  length  of  roots  from  one  rye  plant  was  387  miles,  a  growth  rate  of  3.1  miles 
per  day! 

Combine  that  fact  with  the  tremendous  surface  area  of  colloidal  clay  For 
example,  a  single  cube  the  size  of  a  sugar  cube  has  a  surface  area  of  6 
square  centimeters  (cm.),  4  sides  and  a  top  and  a  bottom.  If  this  were  cut  into 
two  particles,  you  would  expose  two  more  square  cm.  of  surface,  for  a  total  of 
8  square  cm.  If  this  were  cut  in  half  again  you  would  have  4  particles  with  a 
total  surface  area  of  10  square  cm.  Every  time  it  was  cut,  you  would  have  a 
larger  number  of  smaller  particles  and  more  surface  area.  If  this  process  is 
continued  until  the  sugar  cube  is  made  up  of  particles  the  size  of  colloidal 
clay  particles,  there  will  be  10  billion  billion  particles  and  the  sugar  cube  will 
have  a  surface  area  of  nearly  1 .5  acres. 

When  you  think  of  the  surface  area  in  a  small  patch  of  garden  soil  and  the 
fantastic  root  growth  activity,  you  will  have  an  even  better  appreciation  of  the 
fruits  and  flowers  of  your  labor.  And  remember,  the  soil  is  a  marvelously 
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complex  natural  asset.  It  can  be  any  color,  any  depth,  any  texture,  and  any  of 
many  chemical  configurations  and  still  some  plants  will  grow  in  it.  It  can  be 
used,  abused,  conserved,  or  lost.  In  our  lifetime  it  is  not  a  renewable  asset. 
The  foregoing  article  was  taken  from  a  speech  presented  to  the  San 
Francisco  Business  Men’s  Garden  Club  by  David  Williams. 

David  L.  Williams  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley 
in  the  field  of  Soil  Science.  Before  his  recent  retirement,  he  was  associated 
with  the  Del  Monte  Agricultural  Research  Department,  then  headguar- 
tered  in  San  Leandro,  California.  In  his  professional  capacity  he  advised 
Del  Monte’s  Domestic  and  Foreign  Divisions  on  horticultural  problems 
including  maximizing  production  of  soils  through  fertilization,  crop  rota¬ 
tion,  disease  control,  or  other  means.  Fie  continues  as  a  consultant  to  Del 
Monte  as  well  as  to  other  clients  and  is  Research  Coordinator  for  the 
California  Peach  Advisory  Board. 


LONG  DISTANCE  VOYAGEUR 

IRIS  COUNTRY  is  back!!  From  eastern  Nebraska  in  1987  to  the 
Williamette  Valley  in  Oregon  in  1 989,  Iris  Country  returns  to  the 
iris  introductory  ranks  with  our  top  quality  offerings: 

ELECTRIC  AVENUE — Deep  neon  blue  with  substance 
near  perfect  plants. 

SHOREBIRD— Ruffled  green  tinged  white  with  show 
stalks  and  9  buds. 

TOMOKO — Super  Glory  Bound  child  in  rose  orchid 
and  smoked  apricot. 

WINDSTAR — Smooth  blue  violet  with  grand  carriage 
and  handsome  star  patch  around  beards. 

Send  50$  for  catalog  featuring  Iris  Country  introductions  only, 
varietal  comments,  upcoming  releases  and  details  on  garden 
changes. 

IRIS  COUNTRY 

Roger  R.  Nelson 

6219  Topaz  Street,  N.E.  Brooks,  OR  97305 
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PAYOFF  22"  MTB 
$19.00 
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LITTLE  STYLIST  IB 
$15.00 


Introducing 
PETITE  and  TALL 
TETRAPLOIDS 


J.  &  V.  CRAIG,  1989 

STEF  AHEAD— IB,  24".  Clean,  rich  blue  violet  self.  Slender  stalks,  2-3 
branches,  5-6  buds,  4"x3"  blooms,  pod  fertile . $15.00 

REFORMATION—IB,  26".  Warm  white  stds.  Lavender  blue  falls  with 
darker  flush  in  center.  Lt.  ruffled  closed  stds;  semi-flaring  falls.  3-4 
branches,  9-12  buds.  Pollen  parent  of  Payoff . $15.00 

RAVE  REVIEW — MTB,  20"  Warm  lavender  topped  with  pinkish  red 
beards.  3  nice  branches,  7  buds,  beautifully  proportioned.  Pod  fertile, 
has  pollen.  Limited  supply . $19.00 

Postage  and  handling — $2.50 

JIM  at  VICKI  CRAIG,  16325  S.W.  113th  Ave.,  Tigard,  OR  97224 

Send  stamp  for  descriptive  list 
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Mket&  Sainton  Creel £  Gardeii 

SEND  $1.00 
FOR 

BLACK  &  WHITE 
ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 
LISTING 
MANY  OTHER 
'89  INTRODUCTIONS 
AND 

HUNDREDS 
OF 

TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 
OF 

MANY  DIFFERENT 
TYPES. 

BY  THE  WORLD  S 
LEADING 
HYBRIDIZERS. 


(Aitken  '89)  36"  Midseason,  8  or  9  buds.  Sdlg.  80-  137D:  (Navy  Strut  X  Mystique).  In 
addition  to  fine  showstalks,  foliage  exhibits  superior  resistance  to  leafspot  and 
buds  have  shown  excellent  frost  resistance.  Good  grower — North  and  South. 


GYRO  T.B.  $35.00 


HOT  SPICE  (IB) 

(Aitken  '89)  24"  M,  5  buds.  Sdlg. 
83M12.  (Peppermill  X  Flamenco)  Vig¬ 
orous  and  floriferous.  $15.00 


JUHQLE  WARRIOR  (SDB) 

(Aitken  '89)  15"  M,  3  buds.  Sdlg.  82M3-7. 
(Helter  Skelter  x  Dixie  Pixie)  Very  vigorous 
grower.  Masses  of  bloom.  $10.00 


ADD  $3.00  FOR  SHIPPING 


608  NW  119  ST..  VANCOUVER.  WASHINGTON.  98685 


(206)  573  4472 
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1989  INTRODUCTIONS  FROM  BARBARA  &  STERLING  INNERST 


COLORSCAPE 

BEFORE  THE  STORM— Sdlg.  2333  10.  TB  36",  M  L,  Impressive  BLACK! 
Very,  very  black-blackest  we've  seen.  Beautifully  branched  stalks  with 
7-9  buds.  Wide,  flaring  form  with  moderate  ruffling,  and  often  opens  3 
blooms  at  a  time.  Stunning  garden  clump  and  very  fertile  both  ways. 
Medium  size  flowers  and  very  vigorous.  Superstition  X  Raven's  Roost. 
HC  1987,  1988  ...........................................  $25.00 

SHIMMERING  SATIN— Sdlg.  2405-1.  TB  36",  M  L.  This  cross  gave  so 
many  really  great  hot  pinks.  We  are  delighted  to  introduce  this  ex¬ 
tremely  well  formed  ruffled  hot  pink  self.  Wide  and  flaring  with  medium 
sized  blossoms.  More  vigorous  for  us  than  its  pollen  parent  has  7-9 
buds,  and  blooms  over  a  prolonged  period.  Beautiful  self  beards  and 
fertile  both  ways,  Beverly  Sills  X  Coral  Satin  .................  $25.00 

COLORSCAPE— Sdlg.  2227-16.  TB,  35",  M  L.  Brilliantly  colored  plicata 
from  our  Colortart  line.  Perfectly  branched  stalks  with  9  buds.  Never 
opens  more  than  2  blooms  at  a  time.  Wide,  flaring,  ruffled  form.  Bright 
yellow,  widely  edged  bright  brown  red  on  L,  bleeding  to  cream  back¬ 
ground,  nice  gold  rim.  Exquisite!  Very  pod  fertile,  no  pollen  to  date. 
(Caramba  x  Ted  Shiner  sib)  X  Colortart.  HC  1988  ............  $25.00 

PURE-AS-THE— Sdlg,  2104-13.  TB,  36",  M  L,  Extremely  laced  pure 
white.  Produces  excellent  show  stalks  and  blooms  over  a  long  period. 
Medium  size  blooms,  9-11  buds,  very  vigorous,  semi-flaring,  ruffled 
and  fertile  both  ways.  Trill  X  Laced  Cotton  ..................  $23.00 

TWICE  DELIGHTFUE— Sdlg.  1844-7.  TB,  34",  M  L  &  RE.  Mid  to  light 
blue;  tangerine  beards  tipped  white.  Well  formed,  ruffled,  flaring  medi¬ 
um  sized  blooms.  Nicely  branched  with  7-9  buds.  Very  vigorous!  Has 
tried  to  rebloom  here  in  late  November  each  year,  but  has  never 
consummated  the  act  before  frost.  However,  it  does  rebloom  heavily  in 
inland  California.  Very  fertile,  giving  7  keepers  when  crossed  with 
Titan's  Glory— 2  of  which  attempted  rebloom  last  fall.  (Tufted  Cloud  X 
Shipshape)  X  (San  Leandro  x  Shipshape)  ...................  $25.00 


BEFORE  THE  STORM 
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SUE'S  CHOICE  (Dorothea  Marquart)  >Sdlg,  SHGfl  L  I  B.  56",  M  L.  Dor¬ 
othea  has  been  working  with  '‘horns'  for  several  years  and  has  gotten 
several  winners.  This  is  a  beautifully  formed  mid-yellow.  Very  wide, 
flaring  and  ruffled  with  a  light  spot  under  the  beards.  Every  bloom  has 
beautiful  yellow  horns.  Extremely  vigorous  and  fertile  both  ways.  Sky 
Hooks  X  Genesis ..........................................  $25.00 

CHAPTER  — Sdlg.  1617-1.  BB,  26",  E-L.  This  cross  was  made  some  time 
back  specifically  for  BBs.  It  has  been  grown  at  6  different  locations  on 
the  'plantation'  but  has  never  outgrown  its  class.  Silver  falls  with  touch 
of  lavender  and  W;  burnt  gold  rim.  Standards  same  as  rim.  Wide 
flaring  form,  5  buds.  Sand  and  Sea  X  Brown  Lasso.  HC  1985  $12.50 

HISSY-FIT— Sdlg.  #2878-2.  IB,  24",  M.  Perfect  branching  carries  7  buds. 
Dark  brown  with  near  black  spot  on  falls.  Flaring  form.  Little  Episode  X 
Hell's  Fire. ................................................  $10.00 

DASH— -Sdlg.  2815-4.  SDB,  12".  Medium  blue  with  huge  dark  black- 
purple  spot  on  falls.  Large  fuzzy  medium  blue  beards.  Little  Episode  X 
Pippi  Longstockings ........................................  $7.50 

DOT— Sdlg.  2249-16.  SDB,  12".  Off  white  self.  Impressive  medium  blue 
beards.  Marvelous  round,  flaring  form.  Jared  X  Dixie  Pixie. ....  $7.50 

COMMA-  Sdlg.  2819-5.  SDB,  12".  Standards  burnt  gold;  falls  smolder¬ 
ing  brown  black— no  rim.  Coalbucket  x  Little  Episode  .......  $  7.50 

5  medians  for  $40.00 . 5  SDBs  for  $20.00 

Please  include  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling 

STERLING  &  BARBARA  INNERST 

2700A  Oakland  Road  Dover,  PA  17515 

Phone  (717)  764-0281 


AVAILABLE  FROM  AIS 

iris  Notes,  31/2  x  51/2,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden,  $6  per  pack,  3  for  $1 7.  Each  pack  contains  ten 
notes  and  envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1 :  5  iris  aurea,  5  iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  irises. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  irises 

See  page  5  for  address. 
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TALK  ABOUT  .  .  . 


ART  SCHOOL  AHGEL  (CRV-20-85A) 

C.  Vizvarie  1989  HC  1988 

$40.00 


ART  SCHOOL  AHQEL  (CRV-20-85A) 

C.  Vizvarie  1989  HC  1988 

$40.00 

"Who  could  resist  it?" . M.  Byers 

"Significant" . R  Dyer 

"Welcome  Addition" . B.  Rinehart 


Phone  Reserves  1-405-495-4827 
Expanded  Catalog  for  1989  — -  504  in  stamps 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

113  S.W.  5th 
Hewcastle,  OR  73065 

H.  Robinson 
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C.  Vizvarie 


AUTUMN  WINGS  (R.  Ernst,  1989)  $30.00 


OUR  61st  YEAR 

68  PAGE  CATALOG 
In  Full  Color 
$2.00 

Then  deductible  from 
your  first  catalog  order 
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'T his  earth  is  crammed  with  heaven  and  every  common 
bush  afire  with  God.  But  only  those  who  see  take  off  their 
shoes. " 

Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning 


SONJA'S  SELAH 


Sonja  is  the  reason  that  our  garden  looks  so  neat.  She 
does  the  mowing,  hoeing,  trimming,  painting  and  all  of  the 
mundane  things  so  necessary  if  a  garden  is  to  be  beautiful. 

Occasionally,  there  is  a  moment  to  pause,  rest  and  reflect 
upon  the  beauty  all  around.  Selahl 

Sonja  says  that  this  little  BB  is  afire  with  charm  and 
personality  and  that  everyone  should  have  this  bit  of  heaven 
to  make  a  lovely  spot  in  their  garden. 

See  the  Varigay  Gardens  ad  on  page  57. 
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)  NEBRASKA-BORN  IRISES 

Hardy  to  -20° 

1989  INTRODUCTIONS 

SONJA'S  SELAH  BB  89  This  beautiful  near  pink  amoena  has  charm  and 

personality.  See  color  ad . . . . . $25.00 

HUBBUB  IB  '89  Our  first  introduction  of  variegated  flower  in  a  small  Iris. 

A  noisy  little  fellow  . . .  15.00 

BLUE  EYED  BLOND  IB  '89  Yellow  with  blue  violet  beards.  An  unusual 
color  combination  for  an  IB . . . . . 10.00 


OTHER  VARIGAY  GARDEN  INTRODUCTIONS 
JAZZEBEL  TB  88  Not  just  another  amoena/plicata.  A  standout  .  .  $20.00 
MORNING  SHOW  IB  '88  Our  brightest  red  to  date  ................  7.50 

MARIA  TORMENA  TB  '87  Our  first  variegated  pink  Iris.  A  healthy  flo- 
riferous  pink  with  pansy  violet  splashes  and  a  poppy  red  beard. . . .  20.00 

BB  COLLECTION  '87  Five  beautiful  Border  Irises,  including  COLOR 
BRITE  '87,  ZINK  PINK  '87,  LITTLE  MISS  '87,  BERRY  RICH  '87  and 

SONJA'S  SELAH  '89  . . . 25.00 

IB  COLLECTION  '86  See  color  ad  in  January  '86  AIS  Bulletin.  Seven 
beautiful  Intermediate  Irises  all  named  and  recently  introduced — all 

for . . . . . . .  25.00 

SDB  COLLECTION  '84  See  color  ad  in  January  '84  Bulletin.  Twelve  beauti¬ 
ful  SDBs — all  named  and  recently  introduced.  Eight  have  received  HM 

award.  All  twelve  for . . . . . . . 25.00 

BATIK  BB  HM  '88  White  ground  striped  royal  purple.  See  color  ad  January 
'86.  Sold  out  for  '89,  but  you  may  ask  for  it  as  an  extra. 

PEOPLE  PLEASER  SDB  HM  '88  Falls  -  Indian  yellow,  Standards  -  spectrum 

violet  -  spectrum  violet  beard . . . . . . .  5.00 

KAREN  CHRISTINE  TB  HM  '87  A  beautiful  Iris  named  for  a  beautiful 

young  lady.  See  color  ad  January  '85  Bulletin  . . .  10.00 

PAINTED  PLIC  TB  HM  '85  Wde-petaled,  uniquely-marked  variegated  Iris. 
See  back  cover  July  '83  Bulletin . . . 10.00 

GENEROUS  EXTRAS 
Select  from  the  following 


WAMPUM  IB  HM  '85 
ALMOST  GLADYS  TB  HM  '84 
PURPLE  STREAKER  TB  HM  '83 
PANDORA'S  PURPLE  TB  HM  '83 
JILLAROO  SDB  HM  '87 
FEATHERED  FRIEND  BB  AM  '88 
IRIS  BOHNSACK  BB  AM  '87 
NICE  'N  NIFTY  IB  HM  '84 
TAKE  IT  EASY  BB  HM  '84 
SHAHROHK  MAHROHKI  TB 
HM  '83 

MISS  REGION  TWENTY-ONE 
SDB  HM  '81 

INTY  GREYSHUN  BB  HM  '81 
PEACHY  CREAMY  BB  HM  '80 
DOODLE  STRUDEL  TB  HM  '79 
AZAP  IB  SASS  MEDAL  '87 


Oxblood  red 
Near  pink  amoena 
Victoria  violet  with  white  stripes 
This  unusual  plicata  has  everything. 
Violet  standards,  brown  falls 
White  lacerated  petals 
Variegated  color  pattern 
Dark  violet  and  white  plicata 
Yellow  with  white  spots 

Good  brown 

Yellow  with  spot  pattern 
Variegated  color  pattern 
Peachy  creamy 
Variegated  color  pattern 
Runner-up  for  Dykes  Medal  '89 


RFD  3 


VARIGAY  GARDENS 

Allan  Ensminger  Lincoln,  NE 


68505 
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Pink  Jade  (Gatty.  ’89) 

Color  Catalog 


About  300  varieties,  from  14  new  introductions  to 
famous  flowers  with  their  full  colors,  are  shown  in 
the  64  pages  of  catalog.  The  special  price  of  the 
catalog,  with  instructions  on  how  to  cultivate  the 
plants,  is  only  $2.°°.  Please  select  the  flowers  of 
your  choice  from  the  catalog  and  mail  your  order. 


CARAMEL  AND  HONEY  $30.00 

Include  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling 
Catalog  $1.00  (deductible  from  first  order) 


HAHN'S  RAINBOW  IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School  Street 
Desloge,  MO  63601 
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RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

OUTSTANDINGLY  DIFFERENT  IRISES 

Not  Just  Improvements  On  Old  Themes 


FRIZZY  LIZZY  (Weiler  89) 
$25.00 


BLACKBOARD  (Weiler  89) 
$25.00 


PLEASE  SEE  ADVERTISEMENT  ON  PAGE  88 

Write  for  your  free  copy  of  our  price  list  which  includes  a  full  line  of 
reblooming  median  and  TB  irises 

Include  $2.50  postage  California  residents  add  6%  tax  Generous  Extras 
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HDHJVI6ROVe 

is  pleased  to  offer  these  new  irises  for  1989: 

from  David  B.  Sindt 

FIRE  ISLAND.  SDB.  Perhaps  the  first  red-bearded  white  SDB.  Handsome  in  its 
own  right,  it  is  proving  to  be  an  interesting  breeder.  [Shaded  Pale  X  (((Happy 
Birthday  x  Sun  Sparkle)  x  Roberts  65-R-11-5:  Lenna  M  sib)  x  (Roberts  65- 
R-ll-5  x  Pink  Cushion))]  . . . .  $15.00 

from  Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell 

LADY  CREAM.  BB.  Extremely  lacy  and  broad  ivory  cream.  [Little  Bit  Orchid  X 
Chartreuse  Ruffles]  . . . . . .  $25.00 

LEPRECHAUN’S  EYELASH.  SDB.  Cool  grey-blue  with  chartreuse-green 
eyelash  markings  around  the  beards.  [(Tanny  x  Plum  Spot)  X  (Plum-Plum  x 
Tanny)]  . $12.50 

OMAR  THE  TENTMAKER.  AB-med.  Delicate  silvery  cast  over  pastel  lilac 
standards  and  buff  falls.  [(Gingerbread  Man  xl.  reichenbachii  (balkana)  ‘Dar¬ 
by’)  X  Welcome  Reward] .  $17.50 

APRICOT  ALA  MODE.  IB.  Creamy  apricot  standards.  Cream  falls,  edged 
apricot,  with  solid  apricot  hafts.  Unique  color  on  an  iris  introduced  for  breeders. 
[Melon  Honey  X  Mandolin] . $17.50 

from  Lothar  Denkewitz 

BLAUGOLD.  SDB.  Rich  gold  with  blue  beards.  [(Stockholm  x  (Laced 
Lemonade  x  Snow  Elf))  X  Galleon  Gold]  . . .  $12.50 

EISWURFEL.  SDB.  Light  blue  standards,  ice  blue  falls.  [Sky  and  Snow  X  unk], 
1st  place,  Vienna  Competition  .  $12.50 

STINTFANG.  SDB.  Rich  yellow  with  mahogany  brown  fall  spot .  $12.50 

from  Emma  Hobbs 
(Co-Introduced  with  Millers  Manor) 

SPLIT  DECISION.  SDB.  Pure  white  standards.  Silvery  violet-rose  falls,  edged 
and  backed  in  silver.  [(Sea  O’  Blue  x  Creamette)  X  unk]  . . .  $12.50 

Detailed  descriptions  in  our  1989  illustrated  catalogue,  $1  refundable. 


Also  for  1989 ,  Adamgrove  is  featuring  an  expanded  listing  of 
MORE  THAN  70  MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED  IRISES. 

Robust  plants.  Large  supply  of  most  varieties. 

You  may  order  from  this  ad  and  include  $3.00  postage  for 
orders  under  $45.00  (free  postage  if  more).  Extras  with 
every  order. 

ADAMGROVE 

Rte.  1,  Box  246  California,  MO  65018 
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ARILIAN  ACRES 

Howard  Shockey 

4611  Rio  Grande  Ln.,  N.W.  Albuquerque,  N.M.  871 07 

A  group  of  3A  arilbreds  which  grow  and  perform  as  well  as  most  Vi 
arilbreds.  Reports  from  various  areas  of  the  country  confirm  their  stamina 
and  hardiness.  Pictured  in  1987  April  and  1988  January  Bulletins. 

PERSIAN  PADISHAH  '88 

Broad  medium  maroon-purple — large  purple-black  signals. 

SYRIAN  PRINCESS  '88 

Near  white  and  beige  bi-color — large  brown-black  signals. 

$20.00  each  or 
both  for  $30.00 

SHARINA  '87 

Near  white  with  orchid  and  beige  flushing — large  black  signals. 

SYRIAN  JEWEL  '87 

Luscious  pale  rose-burgundy — large  purple-black  signals. 

$1 6.00  each  or 
both  for  $24.00 

See  1989  January  Bulletin  for  TB  listings. 

Please  order  by  Aug.  1 .  Aug.  1  -1 5  AIRMAIL  shipment  included. 

No  Catalog 


BLODGETT  IRIS  GARDENS 

1008  East  Broadway  Waukesha,  Wl  53186 

1989  Introductions 

JUNE  ROSE  (R.  Blodgett)  IB,  23",  M.  Nicely  ruffled  salmon  pink  with  rose 
blotch  on  falls;  tangerine  beards.  Excellent  grower  and  bloomer.  (Sib  x 
Chief  Waukesha)  X  Petite  Pink.  HC  1986,  EC  1988  . $15.00 

WHITE  CHAPEAU  (R.  Blodgett)  IB,  18",  M.  Yellow  amoena  with  white 
standards  and  yellow  falls;  white  beards.  Very  clean  and  bright.  Snow 
Pixie  X  (Peach  Festival  x  sdlg.  141).  HC  1 987  . . $1 5.00 

LITTLE  BUTTER  (R.  Blodgett)  SDB,  11",  M.  Butter  yellow  with  deeper 
blotch  in  center  of  falls;  yellow  beards.  HC,  EC  1988  ......  $10.00 

OLIVE  AND  BLUE  (R.  Blodgett)  SDB,  12",  M.  Olive  green-yellow  stan¬ 
dards  and  falls  with  blue  hafts  and  deep  blue  beards  and  crests.  Hocus 
Pocus  X  (sdlg.  x  Mrs.  Nate  Rudolph).  HC  1986  . .  $10.00 

No  price  list  Order  from  this  ad 

Please  include  $2.00  for  postage  and  shipping 
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BROWN'S  SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Route  3,  Box  102  Milton  Freewater,  OR  97862 

1989  Introductions 

ARTIST'S  WHIM  (O.  Brown  '89)  TB,  34",  EM.  Apricot  standards 
with  a  flush  of  lavender  in  midrib  section,  lightly  ruffled  and 
closed.  Falls  are  wide,  lightly  ruffled  and  flaring.  The  rose  purple 
coloring  appears  to  have  been  brushed  on.  A  narrow  edging  of 
apricot  rose  adds  distinction  as  do  the  tangerine  beards.  Three 
way  branching  with  8  to  9  buds.  Sdlg.  82-3B9.  Far  Corners  X 
(Electrabrite  x  (Instant  Charm  x  Schiaparelli))  .......  $30.00 

MEMORY  SONG  (O.  Brown  '89)  TB,  31-32",  ML.  Standards  are 
lightly  ruffled,  closed,  and  of  a  rather  unique  coloring  of  brick 
red  (Wilson  01 6/1 ).  The  lightly  ruffled,  flaring  falls  are  the  same 
with  deeper  brick  coloring  on  the  shoulders  and  W' edge  of  light 
tannish  orange.  Deep  solid  orange  red  beards  add  lustre.  Ade¬ 
quate  branching  with  7  buds.  Sib  to  Artist's  Whim.  This  is  the 
guest  iris  #82-3B20  seen  in  the  P.  Parrish  garden  in  Oklahoma 
City  in  1988,  referred  to  as  cayenne  pepper,  paprika  and/or 
tomato  soup.  Flowers  lighten  with  maturity  .........  $30.00 


CELESTIAL  GARDENS 

1613  Country  Club  Road  Reidsville,  NC  27320 

Introducing  for  1989 

PINK  CELEBRITY  (Stadler  '89)  TB,  36",  E-M.  Sdlg.  H  9/90:  (Valen¬ 
tine  Roses  X  Vanity).  Light  coral  pink  self  with  darker  beards. 
Nicely  ruffled  with  8  to  10  buds  (some  triple  sockets)  on  well 
branched  show  stalks.  Good  growth  habits.  Region  4  Best  Seed¬ 
ling  in  1 988.  EC  1 988  .......................... .  $25.00 

Other  Introductions 

CELESTIAL  STORM  (Stadler  '86)  TB,  36".  Large  ruffled  indigo  blue 
self  with  excellent  branching  and  bud  count. 'Region  4  Best 
Seedling  in  1 984.  EC  1 984  ........................  $6.00 

CELESTIAL  DREAM  (Stadler  '84).  BB,  26".  White  standards.  White 
falls  with  blue  border.  Excellent  branching,  bud  count  and 
growth.  Best  seedling  in  N.C.  and  Region  4  in  1982.  EC  1982, 
HC  1 982,  HM  1 986,  and  Region  4  Nearpass  Award  in  1 986  and 
1988  ..........................................  $3.00 

Shipments  in  july/August  unless  otherwise  requested, 
include  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling. 
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INTRODUCTIONS  from  DAVE  NISWONGER 


CORAL  JOY  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  50-83:  Coral  Light  X  Coral  Beads.  TB,  33", 
M.  A  continuation  of  one  form  of  the  pink  amoena  line.  The  ruffled  semi-flaring 
falls  present  the  feeling  of  flight.  The  color  is  sparkling  white  with  a  blush  of  pink 
at  the  hafts.  White  beards  with  a  frosting  of  tangerine.  Fertile  both  ways  $30.00 

CUST  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  SP  7-84:  (Blue  Lassie  x  unknown)  X  Ila  Crawford. 
SPU,  42",  M.  Lightly  ruffled  white  with  yellow  signal  reminiscent  of  the  snow 
covered  mountains  of  the  south  island  of  New  Zealand  as  seen  from  the  tiny 
town  of  Cust.  Fertile  . . .  $20.00 

HALO  IN  ORANGE  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  65-85:  (Crystal  Dawn  x  Mulberry 
Crush)  X  Exhuberant.  TB,  34",  M-L.  Wide  ruffled  falls  of  white,  rimmed 
orange.  Standards  of  the  same  orange  make  this  iris  an  unusually  attractive 
variety.  Its  sturdy  stalks  will  withstand  most  of  the  winds  we  get  in  Missouri,  and 
the  substance  of  the  flowers  has  the  same  resilience.  This  beauty  will  provide  a 
new  color  combo  for  your  iris  bed.  Fertile  both  ways .  $30.00 

HALO  IN  PINK  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  44-82:  Crystal  Dawn  X  Mulberry  Crush. 
TB,  34",  M.  Whirls  of  pink  and  white  are  first  seen  when  viewing  this  well 
branched  iris  with  a  ruffled  pink  rim  around  a  white  blush  in  the  center  of  the 
falls.  The  pink  stds.  are  ruffled,  toe.  A  vigorous  grower  you  will  enjoy.  Fertile 
both  ways  . .  $35.00 

HALO  IN  YELLOW  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  58-85:  Exhuberant  X  35-82:  (Pep¬ 
permint  Crush  x  Chartreuse  Ruffles).  TB,  34",  M.  A  glowing  yellow  is  first  seen 
then,  through  the  ruffles,  appears  a  white  area  sharply  rimmed  yellow  on  the 
falls.  The  brightness  of  this  iris  will  catch  your  attention  fast  as  you  scan  a  bed  of 
irises  in  full  bloom — a  beautiful  sight  to  behold.  Fertile  both  ways  .  .  $35.00 

KINGLY  DIGNITY  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  55-83:  Premonition  X  Coral  Beauty. 
TB,  34",  M-L.  This  cross  was  intended  to  be  an  intermediary  step,  but  this 
bitone  blue  appeared  with  such  grace  and  class,  it  couldn’t  be  skipped  over. 
The  pale  blue  stds.  and  the  ruffled  darker  blue  falls,  with  more  pigmentation 
near  the  yellow  beards,  make  a  combination  that  is  hard  to  deny  introduction. 
Hybidizers  may  find  many  directions  to  go  with  this  beauty  . $30.00 

OLINDA  (Niswonger ’89)  Sdlg.  SP  11-85:  (Blue  Lassie  x  unknown,  prob.  self)  X 
Ila  Crawford.  SPU,  44",  M.  In  the  Dandenong  Ranges  east  of  Melbourne,  Aust. 
near  Olinda,  is  one  of  the  most  colorful  spots  anyone  could  hope  to  see  since  it 
is  the  location  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  rhododendron  gardens  in  the  world 
(my  opinion).  The  blue  skies  are  a  part  of  that  scene,  and  the  blue  color  of  this 
spuria  is  a  new  scene  in  the  spuria  world.  I  think  you  will  enjoy  growing  this 
hardy  variety . . .  $20.00 

TWO  RUBIES  (Niswonger  ’89)  Sdlg.  SDB  11-87:  Bloodstone  X  unknown, 
prob.  self.  SDB,  14",  M.  Two  shades  of  maroon  are  seen  in  this  median  iris  in 
the  stds.  and  falls.  It  has  the  same  vigor  as  its  sib,  Ruby  Locket.  Another  near 
red  for  the  median  class .  $15.00 

Enclose  $2.50  for  shipping  Catalog  on  request 

CAPE  IRIS  GARDENS 

822  Rodney  Vista  Blvd.  Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 
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BURCH  IRIS  GARDEN 

205  Knox  Drive  Huntsville,  Alabama  3581  1 

1989  introductions 

GOING  PLACES — TB  This  lovely  red  violet  (74C)  iris  with  6  blooms  properly  placed 
on  3  branches  has  received  many  compliments.  Bright  reddish  beard  (43B)  is 
surrounded  by  self  haft  markings  and  has  a  slight  white  stripe  that  extends  half  way 
down  the  slightly  ruffled  falls.  This  very  attractive  iris  is  an  eye  catcher  when  one 
enters  the  garden.  (40-15)  . . .  $30.00 

LARCENIST — TB  This  tough  but  delicate  appearing  beautiful  pink  self  (39C)  has  7 
blooms  on  3  branches  that  makes  for  a  perfect  showy  stalk.  During  the  spring  of  1988 
when  strong,  hot  winds  were  laying  other  irises  flat,  sturdy  stalks  held  this  pink  “flag” 
tall  and  billowing  in  the  breeze.  (41-12)  ...........................  .  $30.00 

DIXIE  CLASSIC — TB  Dixie  Classic  blooms  late  in  the  tall  bearded  season  but  retains 
a  pleasing  coloration  in  the  high  temperatures  of  Dixie  spring.  When  full  blossoms 
open,  the  standards  are  163B,  golden  brown,  atop  174B  reddish  brown  falls.  The 
lovely  falls  lighten  to  ( 1 63 A)  yellow  brown  but  retain  their  substance  well.  The  orange 
beard  (24A)  is  surrounded  by  brown  hafts.  This  iris  retains  its  freshness  and  color 
better  than  similar  ones  in  the  garden  and  lengthens  the  TB  season.  (40-24)  $30.00 


AZTEC  AFFLUENCE  (83)  Yellow  ground  reddish-brown  plicata,  HC  82  ....  $2.50 

BALLAD  OF  DIXIE  (83)  Pale  yellow  self,  HC  83  . .  2.50 

BAM  A  BERRY  (84)  White  ground  dark  pink  plicata,  HM  86  ......  . .  5.00 

BLUE  TEMPEST  (79)  S.  light  blue,  F.  violet,  HM  82  . . .  2.50 

ELIZABETH  CAROL  (86)  Red  black  self,  HC  83  . .  6.00 

FROSTY  JEWELS  (79)  Leathery  light  pink  self,  HM  81 ,  AM  83  .  2.50 

JEWELED  STARLIGHT  (80)  Yellow  and  white,  HM  82  . . .  .  2.50 

KIRSCH  BB  (84)  Reddish  purple,  overlaid  black,  HM  86  . .  3.00 

MISS  NELLIE  BB  (83)  S.  yellow,  F.  yellow,  red,  purple  blend,  HM  85,  AM  87  2.50 
OCEAN  SWELLS  (86)  Pale  blue  self  that  fades  to  white  in  extreme  heat  ....  5.00 

OPTIMIST  (83)  Light  yellow  self  . . . .  2.50 

PATRICIAN  ELEGANCE  (84)  Buff  orange  and  white . .  . . .  2.50 

ROMAN  LOVER  (82)  Velvety  red  violet  bitone,  HM  84  . . .  2.50 

SOUTHLAND  GRAPE  (78)  Violet  with  bronze  beard,  HM  80,  AM  82  .  2.50 

WHITE  TOKEN  (81)  White  self  with  gold  beard  . .  2.50 

WONDERSTRUCK  (81)  Pale  violet  self,  gold  hafts . . .  2.50 


Please  include  $4  to  partially  cover  the  expenses  of  packing  and  shipping. 
Order  from  this  ad — no  catalog 


I  nrwvative  (oofyfor 
s flirts  By  R  enumnjj  the  applique 
you  either  I  nterchange  colors  or 
keep  tfeSfwvjy ,  three  dimensional 
Bloom front  uniting  in  the  wash 


SL  %ainbozu  Selection 


SWEATS  -  KNITS  $30 

54  Colors-Seifs  &  Plicatas 
Iris  detach  &  Interchange! 
Free  Brochure  <5  Order  Form 
* 

Sfiirfey  (Bums  Originals 
P.0.  Box  156 
Maynard,  MN  56260 

(612)367-2333 
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INTRODUCTIONS  1989 

LASTING  PEACE — Sdlg,  81-23YB.  TB,  42",  M.  Stds.  white.  Falls 
white  with  light  yellow  markings  on  shoulders;  yellow  beards. 
Large  blocky  white  with  good  substance.  Sdlg.  78-8-G:  (Show 
Circuit  x  West  Coast)  X  Queens  Jubilee . .  $25.00 

FLAMING  SON— Sdlg.  81-1 6ME.  TB,  37",  M.  Yellow  with  red 
striations  on  falls;  yellow  beards.  Flamenco  X  Daylight  Splendor 
. $25.00 

HEAVENLY  THERESE— Sdlg.  81 -27HC.  TB,  34",  M.  Very  pale  pink 
self.  Reddish  tangerine  beards  tipped  pink.  Vanity  X  Entourage. 
EC  1988 . $25.00 

HEAVEN’S  HERALD— Sdlg.  83-21 -A.  TB,  37",  M.  Stds.  pale  blue, 
turning  darker  in  throat.  Falls  very  pale  blue  with  very  pale  yellow 
undertone;  fluted.  Whitish  blue  beards.  Sdlg.  79-13-A:  ((Cup 
Race  x  Debby  Rairdon)  x  Navy  Strut)  X  Song  of  Norway.  $25.00 

EVENING  CANTICLE— Sdlg.  83-2 1-B.  TB,  34",  M.  Pale  whitish 
blue,  turning  darker  in  throat.  Yellow  beards  tipped  blue.  Sib  to 
Heaven’s  Herald . $25.00 

DAWN’S  EDGE— Sdlg.  77-20-B.  TB,  32",  ML.  Stds.  white.  Falls 
white  with  very  light  yellow  halo  margin,  yellow  on  hafts.  Yellow 
beards.  Bride’s  Halo  X  Queen’s  Jubilee.  EC  1984  .....  $25.00 

FRANKLIN  E.  CARR 

27  Mary  Street  Bordentown,  NJ  08505 

Add  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling 


since  1936 


PERMANENT  FLOWER  AND 
GARDEN  MARKERS 

Style  A:  Rose  Marker  100-10"  $17.30,  15" 
$19.45,  20"  $22.80 

Style  B:  Nursery  100-10"  $20.60,  15" 
$23.45,  20"  $26.35. 

Style  C:  Single  Staff  100-20"  $20.35. 

Style  D:  Swinger  100-10"  $15.65. 

Shipping  and  Handling  Charges:  Zip  codes 
under  75000  add  $3.25  per  1 00,  over  75000 
add  $4.75  per  100  Ohio  residents  add  6% 
tax.  SEND  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE.  Inquire 
about  smaller  quantities,  high  volume  pric¬ 
ing,  permanent  marking  pens  and  fund 
raising  plans.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
EON  INDUSTRIES,  315  Dodge  Street, 
Dept.  I,  Swanton,  OH  43558. _ 
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CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 
of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  7301 0 

—  1 989  Introduction — 

SERENITY  PRAYER  (Perry  Dyer  '89)  SDB,  1 3"  (33  cm),  EM-L.  This 
seedling  was  selected  as  the  best  of  over  100  seedlings  from  a 
cross  whose  goal  was  a  pure  white  with  a  true  blue  beard.  This 
will  be  the  only  seedling  introduced  from  the  cross,  and  will  be 
my  last  introduction  (at  least  for  several  years!).  Standards  are 
creamy  white,  flushed  warm  light  yellow  in  the  midribs.  Falls 
are  also  creamy  white,  slightly  flushed  light  yellow  at  the  shoul¬ 
ders.  Beards  are  an  intense  deep  blue,  lightly  tipped  a  harmo¬ 
nious  powder  blue.  The  lustrous  finish  gives  a  mother-of-pearl 
effect.  Lightly  to  moderately  waved,  broad  form.  1  branch,  3 
buds.  It  inherited  the  vigor  and  floriferousness  of  Sapphire 
Jewel,  and  consistently  repeat  blooms  during  the  tall  bearded 
season.  Sdlg.  L-4:  (Hamblen  M73-12A:  (((Sunny  Heart  x  Blue 
Canary  sib)  x  Canary  Isle)  x  Tumwater)  X  Sapphire  Jewel). 
. . . .  POSTPAID  $10.00 

Order  directly  from  this  ad  or  send  stamp  for  1989  price  list. 


D  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

1373  Coventry  Rd.,  Concord,  CA  94518 
(415)  685-6489 

Hi  Friends, 

Due  to  extraneous  circumstances,  we  don't  have  any  intro¬ 
ductions  for  1989.  We  have  several  seedlings  we  feel  are  worthy  of 
introduction,  but  at  this  time  there  is  not  enough  stock.  They 
should  be  ready  by  next  season.  Please  bear  with  us. 

In  the  interim,  a  large  SASE  will  get  you  a  list  of  our  previous 
introductions  with  current  prices. 

Thanks  for  your  past  and  continuing  support.  Have  a  wonder¬ 
ful  season. 

From  us  .  .  .  The  Meeks 
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GARDEN  of  the  EAST  WIND 

Mel  &  Lynn  Bausch 

I  1530  N.  Laguna  Drive  Mequon,  Wisconsin  53092 

CURE  THE  BLUES  ’89.  SDB,  13"  M.  Full  blue  violet  stds.  with  lace  and 
ruffling.  Blue  violet  and  pale  yellow  styles.  Full  red  violet  falls  edged  full  blue 
violet,  laced  and  ruffled.  Full  violet  beards.  Slight  sweet  fragrance.  (Dark 
Spark  x  Bloodspot)  X  Wild  Ruby . .  $1 2.50 

SECOND  OPINION  ’88.  MTB,  24"  M.  Tailored  pale  lavender  stds.,  lavender 
styles.  Dark  red  violet  falls  edged  pale  lavender,  yellow  beards  tipped  red 
violet  with  lavender  whiskers  down  sides  of  falls.  No  fragrance.  Carolyn 
Rose  X  Consummation.  HC  1 982  . $12.50 

Please  include  $1.50  for  shipping 


THE  GREEN  BOX  IRIS  GARDEN 

DICK  SPARLING 

18016  Lafayette  Drive  Onley,  MD  20832 

Phone  (301)  774-4151 

1989  Introductions 

CARABOO — SDB,  1 2",  E-L.  Lightly  ruffled  white  with  a  blue  thumbprint; 
white  beards  tipped  yellow.  Pod  parent  Carousel  Belle.  Looks  like  Boo. 

Colors  are  more  intense.  Clump  blooms  full  season  .  . . $10.00 

ALLENDALE — Sdlg.  S-B-74.  BB,  26",  M.  Lightly  ruffled  white  with  yellow 
beards.  Two  closely  held  branches.  Stays  in  class.  Pebbles  X  Tulare.  EC  1 988 
. $25.00 

Order  from  this  ad.  Enclose  $2.00  for  shipping. 

Price  list  for  MTBs  only.  Listing  about  150 — $1.00 
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GENE  GADDIE  1989  INTRODUCTIONS 

Three  More  Irises  with  Exceptional  Vigor  and  Hardiness 

CRYSTAL  CHANDELIER — TB,  EC  Award  ’87,  HC  Award  ’88.  A  glistening 
white  iris  lighted  with  huge  deep  orange-gold  beards.  Billowing  ruffles  and 
lightly  laced,  round  petals.  Domed  standards,  lots  of  substance.  Eight  to  nine 
buds,  often  with  three  open.  In  proportion  on  30"  stalks.  Sdlg.  140-1:  Consum¬ 
ing  Fire  X  Charisma  . . . . . $25.00 

LINGERING  MELODY— TB,  EC  Award  1986,  HC  Award  1988.  Webster,  on 
Melody:  “A  rhythmic  succession  of  changing  tones  that  make  a  pleasing 
sound.  ”  The  first  tone  is  a  medium  violet-blue  self  with  short,  wide,  blocky 
petals.  The  second  day,  only  the  violet  seems  to  fade  over  most  of  the  petal, 
leaving  an  even  prettier  pale  silvery  sheen  over  a  nearly  blue  tone,  around 
white  beards.  Then  rims  are  a  bit  darker,  lightly  laced  and  serrated,  with 
extensive  pleated  ruffling.  Heavy  substance.  Sturdy  35"  stalks.  Three  wide 
branches  hold  eight  or  nine  buds.  Sdlg.  175-6:  Tiburon  X  Charisma.  $25.00 

FAT  ’N  SASSY — SDB,  HC  Award  1988.  Bright  red-violet  with  a  large,  deep, 
velvety  wine  spot  on  the  falls.  Named  for  its  gigantic  clean  cadmium  gold 
beards.  12"  stalks  with  three  buds.  Sdlg.  66-11:  Buttercup  Charm  X  Peachy 

Face  . . . . . . . . . .  $10.00 

—  All  three  1989  Introductions  Only  $35.00  (No  extras)  — 

EXTRAS  on  orders  for  individual  irises  will  probably  be  other  irises  in  this  ad. 

Attach  a  want  list  in  order  of  preference.  Priorities  always  to  earlier  orders.  For 

other  descriptions,  see  April  Bulletins:  ’87  (page  77),  ’86  (page  83),  ’85  (page  78), 

’84  (page  81). 


Other  Gaddie  Introductions 


TBs:  Tamarisk  ’87 .  $13.00 

Heaven’s  Shore  ’86  . .  7.00 

Rhythm  on  Ice  ’85  HM .  5.50 

Bronze  Sculpture  ’84  HM .  4.50 


BB:  Buchskin  Finale  ’85  HM  .  4.00 

IBs:  From  the  Heart  ’85  HM  .  3.00 

Little  Snow  Lemon  ’84 

Top  HM  in ’86,  AM  .  2.50 

SPU:  Sunset  Etching  ’85  HM .  8.00 


SDBs:  Razzle  Dazzle  ’86 .  $4.00 

Top  HM  in  ’88 

Blue  Nymph  ’85  .  3.00 

Royal  Sparks  ’84  HM  .  2.50 

Happy  Easter  ’84  HM .  2.50 

Ruffled  Revel  ’84 .  2.00 

Can’t  Stop  ’84  .  1.50 

MDBs:  Almond  Joy  ’87  . .  6.00 

Burgundy  Blues  ’86 
Top  HM  in  ’87  .  3.50 


Add  $2.50  for  shipping  and  handling.  Mimimum  order  $10.00. 


—  Order  from  this  ad  — 


GADDIES’  GARDENS 

601  Eighth  Street 
STANTON,  NE  68779 


To  phone  Gene 
at  nearby  Norfolk: 
(402)  371-5687 
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HALL'S  1988  AND  1989  INTRODUCTIONS 

LITTLE  SHOWOFF  (Earl  E.  Hall  '89)  Sdlg.  83-81 -2NC.  SDB,  1 1 ",  EM  and 
RE  (Oct.  in  Ohio).  Pale  icy  blue  self  with  bright  fuzzy  lavender  blue 
beards.  From  a  distance,  the  flowers  appear  white.  The  broad  compact 
flowers  have  almost  horizontally  flaring  falls  that  are  slightly  wavy  and 
ruffled.  The  standards  are  tightly  domed  and  closed.  Substance  is 
excellent,  2  flowers  per  stock,  good  growers  and  fertile  both  ways 

. . . . . $10.00 

PINK  ATTRACTION  (Earl  E.  Hall  '88)  TB,  30",  EM  &  RE  (Aug.-Oct.  in 
Ohio).  Very  nice  form.  Ruffled  light  pink  with  orange  beards.  Semi- 
flaring  falls,  5  to  7  buds,  2  to  3  branches  plus  spur  and  terminal.  Jean 
Guymer  X  Vanity.  Good  grower  and  fertile  both  ways.  EC  1986.  $12.50 
VIOLET  RETURN  (Earl  E.  Hall  '88)  TB,  30",  EM  &  RE  (Aug.-  Sept,  in  Ohio). 
Violet  of  average  form,  but  a  very  strong,  dependable  rebloomer  in 
Ohio  and  colder  climates.  Yellow  beards.  Standards  are  closed,  falls 
semi-flaring,  7  buds.  Perfume  Counter  X  Re-Treat.  Fertile  both  ways 

. $12.50 

WELCH'S  REWARD  (Walter  Welch  by  E.  Hall  '88)  MTB,  22"  M.  S.  yellow; 
F.  red  purple  with  Vs"  yellow  margin.  White  hafts  with  bright  red  purple 
veining  going  down  falls  which  makes  the  flower  stand  out.  Very 
vigorous  grower  and  fertile  both  ways.  Special  price  ........  $5.00 

Free  Price  List — Add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling. 

HALL'S  FLOWER  GARDEN 

1495  Enterprise  Road  West  Alexandria,  Ohio  45381 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.  O.  Box  81  73  Stockton,  CA  95208 

1989  Tall  Bearded  Introductions 

BEGUINE  (Keppel)  E  36"  Ruffled  old  rose  and  apricot  buff  plicata  $30.00 
CLEAR  DAY(Gatty)  M  34"  Ruffled  and  shirred  clear  campanula  blue 

. . $30.00 

DANCE  STEP  (Keppel)  EM  35"  Golden  yellow  and  ginger  brown  plicata 

. $35.00 

DELICATE  BALANCE  (Catty)  M  36"  Ruffly  light  pink  and  white  reverse 

bicolor  . . $30.00 

HEATHEN  (Keppel)  E  34"  Golden  apricot  and  rose  maroon  bicolor 

$35  00 

HOLLYWOOD  BLONDE  (Gatty)  E  34"  Ruffled  and  flared  light  mimosa 

yellow  with  pink  flush . $30.00 

KUNIKO  (Gatty)  ML  34"  Lacy  crystalline  white,  lightly  ruffled  $35.00 
RASPBERRY  FUDGE  (Keppel)  EM  36"  Raspberry,  chocolate  tan  and  ap¬ 
ricot  cream  plic  . . $30.00 

ROSARITA  (Keppel)  EM  38"  Red-bearded  plic  with  strong  rose  pink  effect 

. $30.00 

SEAPORT  (Keppel)  E  35"  Sharply  bitoned  plic  of  chicory  blue,  bright 
violet  and  white . $30.00 

JULY/AUGUST  DELIVERY 
Please  add  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling 
See  page  81 ,  January  Bulletin ,  for  more  complete  descriptions , 
or  send  $  1 .00  for  catalogue. 
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D.  STEVE  VARNER— ILLINI  IRIS 

Breeder  of  Bearded  and  Siberian  Irises,  Hems  and  Peonies 
Rt  3,  Box  5,  Monticello,  Illinois  61856 
Phone  (217)  762-3446 


NEW  for  1989 — All  are  fertile 


ILLINI  GLORY — SIB  #5062.  (V9240:  red  sdlg.  V 698  x  Ann  Dasch)  X  Illini 
Ruby,  28",  EM,  2V6"  flowers,  2  branches,  3  buds.  Very  wide,  very  dark  maroon 
red.  Small  white  signal.  Lustrous,  ruffled  falls  with  deeper  red  veins.  This  is  the 
deepest  red  Siberian  that  I  have  seen.  Limited  stock.  Reservations  being  taken 
on  this  unique  red  . . . . . . .  $65.00 

ILLINI  PURPLE  PEPPER — SIB  #6038.  Friendly  Welcome  X  Sole  Command, 
27",  EM,  3"  flowers,  2  branches,  3  buds.  Very  wide,  ruffled,  lilting,  flare-arched 
falls  of  dappled  bright  medium  purple.  Ruffled,  30°  angled,  aqua  It.  purple 
stds. ,  edged  lighter.  Wide  dappled  It.  purple  styles.  White  signals  with  purple 
veins,  giving  a  bar  effect  in  center  of  signal.  Charm  and  personality!  $60.00 

ILLINI  STARDUST — SIB  #3143.  (969,  Avon  sib  x  Sally  Kerlin)  X  self,  24",  M, 
2  branches,  3  buds.  Our  favorite  new  blue.  Wide,  flaring  falls,  bright  It.  blue 
veined  deep  blue.  Lg.  white  signal  also  veined  blue.  Nearly  erect  It.  blue  stds. 
veined  blue.  Bright  It.  blue  styles.  Stock  limited  .  $65.00 

ROBIN — TET  SIB  #5144.  S044,  purple  sib  to  D.B.D  X  Dance  Ballerina  Dance, 
25",  3"  flowers,  2  branches,  4  buds.  Erect  red  grape-pink  stds.  with  deeper 
veins.  Deep  red  grape-purple  falls  with  blue  wash  below  signal  area.  Very  It. 
aqua  styles.  Harmonious  blending  of  pink  and  purple  . . $60.00 

ROYAL  ILLINI— -TET  SIB  #5182.  V1061:  ((V698  x  Ann  Dasch)  x  (Wings  sib  x 
self))  X  Dance  Ballerina  Dance,  26",  M-L,  3"  flowers,  2  branches,  4  buds.  Wide, 
ruffled,  flaring,  lustrous  navy  purple  falls.  Almost  no  signal.  Very  green  shafts. 
Prominent,  wide,  ruffled  purple  styles  with  wide  aqua-navy  midribs.  Dappled 
purple  stds.  with  deeper  veins . . . . . $60.00 

ANGEL  FIRE— TET  HEM  #3517.  Red  Poll  X  Ed  Murray,  30",  M-MLa-La  dor 
diu,  5"  flowers,  20  +  buds  on  medium  low,  wide  branching.  Clear,  scarlet  ruby 
red  self  with  M-ML  very  green  throat.  Lightly  fragrant.  Wide,  ruffled  petals. 
Long  bloom,  durable  and  sunfast.  WOW! . $100.00 

Former  Introductions — Siberians  1988:  ILLINI  DAME,  PRECIOUS  DOLL 
and  PRECIOUS  ILLINI.  DEMURE  ILLINI  ’85,  HM-87,  had  continuous  bloom 
for  over  6  weeks  in  1988.  DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE  had  most  votes  for 
AM  in  ’87,  and  KING  OF  KINGS  had  most  votes  for  AM  in  1988. 


We  invite  you  to  share  the  beauty  of  our  flowers.  Normal  iris  peak  bloom  is  May  15  to  25, 
with  lilac  and  peony  seasons  overlapping  that  period.  Hem  peak  is  July  5  to  15.  Easily 
reached  from  Interstates  57,  72  and  74. 

TERMS:  Cash,  minimum  mail  order  $10.00.  Prices  NET.  Add  $3.00  to  each  shipment. 
Foreign  customers  pay  actual  costs  of  air  mail  and  phytosanity  certificates.  Shipments  made 
in  order  received,  bearded  iris  starting  July  5  and  Siberians  and  hems  Sept.  5,  unless  special 
dates  are  arranged.  Order  from  this  ad  or  send  $1.00  for  our  1989  garden  list  containing 
descriptions  of  our  other  plants  and  listing  others’  Siberians  and  hems.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed. 
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McLean,  Virginia  22101 


THE  IRIS  POND 

731  I  Churchill  Road 

1989  Introductions 

BETTY  FRANCES  (Mahan  ’89)  Sdlg.  0I84A.  TB,  34",  M-L,  7  to  9  buds.  Fluted,  very 
pale  violet  (RHS  85D),  giving  appearance  of  near  white  with  sea  lavendar  throat  and 
styles.  Medium  violet  beards;  slight  sweet  fragrance.  Very  vigorous  and  lovely  in  the 
garden  and  beautiful  on  the  bench.  Navy  Strut  X  Lacy  Snowflake.  Best  Region  4 
Seedling,  1986;  EC,  1987  . . . . . $30.00 

LOUDOUN  STAR  (Crossman,  ’89)  Sdlg.  8319.  TB,  40",  M,  8  to  12  buds.  Superb 
branching  and  very  vigorous.  S.  light  violet  (RHS  87D);  F.  light  violet,  edged  darker 
(87B);  blue  beard  tipped  yellow.  Slight  fragrance.  George  Crossman,  hybridizer  of 
Lady  of  Loudoun,  Loudoun  Charmer,  Loudoun  Lassie,  and  Cecilia  D,  has  designated 
this  great  beauty  as  his  last  introduction.  7511:  (Deep  Pacific  x  Sea  of  Stars)  X  Lady  of 
Loudoun.  Best  Region  4  Seedling,  1985  . . . $30.00 

Please  add  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling  when  ordering  from  this  ad. 

Price  list  $1 .00 


JOE  PYE  WEED’S  GARDEN 


Marty  Schafer  and  Jan  Sacks 


45  Elm  Street 


1989  INTRODUCTIONS: 


Bedford,  MA  01730 


ISABELLE— Warburton  SIBERIAN,  27",  L. 

A  graceful  flower  dressed  in  large  and  small  ruffles  of  yellow,  cream  and 
green,  Isabelle  carries  the  best  qualities  of  its  parents  to  a  pinnacle  of 
fashion.  A  yellow  amoena  of  spectacular  form,  it  has  a  green  heart,  dark 
yellow  and  green  veins  and  a  vigorous  and  sturdy  plant  habit.  Butter  and 
Sugar  X  Bellissima . . . $30.00 

TREBOR  ANN— Warburton,  SDB,  1 1",  M. 

Ordinarily  the  description  of  an  SDB  as  grey-green-white  might  make  you 
turn  the  page.  However  with  diamond  dusting  this  iris  is  quite  pretty  and 
worthy  of  anyone’s  garden.  The  green  veins,  violet  flush,  blue-tipped 
orange  beard,  sweet  fragrance,  and  vigor  are  all  added  benefits.  Sapphire 


Gem  X  Truly  . . . $15.00 

Previous  Warburton  Introductions: 

BELLISSIMA  (’86)  SIB.  Ruffled  white  with  green  flush.  HC’88  . .  $15.00 

MAD  MAGENTA  (’87)  SIB.  Wide  and  ruffled  magenta  self,  no  signal  .....  $20.00 

PURPLE  PROSE  (’86)  SIB.  Floriferous,  wide  and  ruffled  purple  . .  $12.00 

REPRISE  (’87)  SIB.  Violet  with  darker  veining,  strong  repeat  . . $18.00 

SILVER  ROSE  (’85)  SIB.  Rosy  pink  amoena,  vigorous  . . $12.00 

SKY  MIRROR  (’87)  SIB.  Blue  violet  with  green  signal  . . $10.00 

SPRINGS  BROOK  (’88)  SIB.  Shaded  big  blue-violet,  7  buds,  repeats  .....  $20.00 

WHITE  TRIANGLES  (’87)  SIB.  Dramatic  large  white  self . $15.00 

PARTY  LINE  (’88)  VERS.  White  and  red-violet,  good  plant  habit . $15.00 

PINK  PEAKS  (’88)  VERS.  Short,  pink  with  notched  standards  . . $15.00 

TYKE  (’86)  MTB.  White  standards,  black-maroon  falls.  HC’88  . .  $10.00 

WHITE  LILACS  (’84)  IB.  Ruffled  pale  lilac,  fragrant.  HC”88  ............  $7.00 


Prices  include  postage  Send  for  complete  list  and  descriptions 

UPS  2nd  Day  Air  add  $2.00  per  order 
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Small  and  Tall  Irises  from 
Evelyn  and  Bennett  C.  Jones 

5635  S.W.  Boundary  Street 
Portland,  Oregon  97221 

Introductions  for  1989 

PERSIAN  LILAC — TB  Sdlg.  80-29-1:  ((May  Melody  x  Shoop  64-5)  x  Irene 
Nelson)  X  Ginger  Swirl.  An  imposing  lilac  blue  flower  near  the  color  of  the  lilac 
President  Lincoln.  Closed  standards  are  ruffled,  and  there  is  a  band  of  deeper 
toned  color  around  the  wide  lightly  ruffled  falls.  Tangerine  beards.  Four 
branches  plus  terminal,  8  to  10  buds,  40"  . . .  $30.00 

PEACH  BELLE — TB  Sdlg.  84-10-1:  Today’s  Fashon  X  (((Pink  Taffeta  x  May 
Dancer)  x  (Elizabeth  Stuart  x  Pink  Taffeta))  x  ((Orange  Chiffon  x  Shoop  64-5) 
x  Spanish  Gift) ).  A  smooth  peach  pink  self  impressive  in  color  and  form.  Ruffled 
standards  are  swirled  and  closed,  semi-flaring  falls  are  lightly  crimped  at  the 
edge.  Color  is  intense,  the  flowers  last.  A  beauty.  38"  . . .  $30.00 

CORAL  SHELL — TB  Sdlg.  84-6-3:  ((Bright  Life  x  pink  sdlg.)  x  (Bright  Life  x 
Orange  Chariot))  X  ((Bright  Life  x  Bright  Butterfly)  x  (Bright  Life  x  pink  sdlg.)). 
Coral  pink  self,  more  red  coral  than  we  have  seen  in  any  iris  to  date.  Showy 
flowers  are  nicely  formed,  standards  are  closed.  Very  early  bloom,  6  buds,  and 
a  consistent  22"  in  height  here.  A  true  border  iris,  we  think . $20.00 

SUNNY  DAWN — IB  Sdlg.  IN  85-4-1:  (Peach  Float  x  (Orange  Glory  x  Shoop 
sdlg. ))  X  ((Solar  Flight  x  M255)  x  (Wright  L20  x  M255)).  Bright  medium  sunny 
yellow  standards  are  arched  and  touching  at  their  tips.  Yellow  falls  are  overlaid 
orange,  accented  with  vivid  red  beards.  Most  colorful.  Vigorous  and  well 
branched.  22"  . . . . . . $15.00 

PUMPKIN  CENTER— SDB  Sdgl.  M346-1:  Hooligan  X  (Solar  Flight  x  M255: 
(Melon  Honey  x  pink  sdlg.)).  You  are  going  to  like  this  one.  Closed  standards 
are  warm  white.  Flaring  falls  are  white  with  large  bright  pumpkin  spot  or 
pumpkin  with  white  edge  if  you  prefer.  Bright  orange  beards.  Gaily  colored  and 
it  is  a  breeder.  12"  . . . . .  .  $10.00 

SHY  VIOLET — SDB  Sdlg.  M397 - 1 :  ( ( Kentucky  Bluegrass  x  blue  sdlg. )  x  Cotton 
Blossom)  X  (Sapphire  Jewel  x  M297-1).  Lightly  ruffled  standards,  domed  and 
closed,  are  medium  lilac  blue  infused  amethyst.  Horizontal  falls  are  lilac  blue, 
wide  and  round.  Deep  amethyst  beards.  Beautiful  form  and  color.  A  demure 


lass.  11" .  $10.00 

Previous  Introductions 

BLUE  LINE— SDB  1987.  White,  blue  beards  . . $  5.00 

ORANGE  TIGER— SDB  1988.  Orange  self  . .  $  7.50 

ORANGE  HARVEST — TB  1988.  Orange  rebloomer .  $  25.00 

PALE  STAR— SDB  1985.  Blue  white.  HM  1987  . . $  3.00 

SUN  DOLL — SDB  1986.  Top  quality  yellow  . . $  2.50 

VIOLET  LASS — SDB  1984.  Lovely  color  and  form .  $  2.50 


Order  from  this  ad  or  send  stamp  for  our  list 
fully  describing  our  introductions.  No  photos. 
Please  include  $2.50  for  packing  and  postage. 
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ABOUT  THE  ARTIST: 

Leonard  Justinian,  born  and  raised  in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  is  a  3rd-gen- 
eration  artist.  He  began  pencil  sketching  at  the  age  of  nine;  he  began  paint¬ 
ing  in  oils  at  the  age  of  twelve.  Since  then,  both  his  talent  and  techniques 
have  expanded.  He  has  worked  in  watercolor,  pastel,  pen  and  ink,  welded 
metal  sculpture,  wood  carving,  furniture  design,  furniture  making  and  pho¬ 
tography,  each  medium  serving  to  broaden  his  vision  and  understanding  of 
his  art. 

Leonard  studied  art  the  the  Memphis  Academy  of  Fine  Arts.  In  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  he  was  one  of  a  studio  group  under  the  direction  of  noted  colorist, 
Gene  Davis. 

Leonard  has  shown  his  work  in  the  Washington,  D.C.  area  for  several  years, 
winning  numerous  awards.  The  Iris,  “Violet  Harmony”  is  his  fourth  painting 
to  be  printed. 


IRIS 


WATERCOLOR  PRINTS 
IN  FULL  COLOR 


: 


Image  Size:  7” x  14”.  Paper  Size:  12” x  19”. 
All  materials  are  100%  acid- free . 

All  prints  are  signed  and  numbered . 


$25. 00  ca .  plus  $3.00  shipping/handling 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to: 

JUSTINIAN  POSTERS  and  PRINTS 
PO.  Box  2614,  Merrifield,  Va.,  22116-2614 

Mail  my  order  to: 

Name  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 


State 


City _ _ 

All  prints  are  mailed  in  a  crush-proof  tube.  x  lolet  Harmon> 

Please  allow  6  weeks  for  delivery.  This  offer  expires  Dec.  31,  1989. 


THE  PERMANENT  METAL  LABEL 


A  —  Hairpin  Style  Markers . 30  for  $8.70 

B  —  Plant  or  Shrub  Labels . 100  for  $6.70 

C  — Cap  Style  Markers . 30  for  $9.10 

D  — Swinging  Style  Markers . 30  for  $7.40 

E  —  Rose  Markers . 30  for  $8.20 

F  —  Tall  Display  Markers . 30  for  $1 1 .35 

G  — Tall  Single  Staff  Markers . 30  for  $8.55 

H  — Flag  Style  Markers . 30  for  $7.15 

J  —  Small  Plant  Labels . 100  for  $6.50 

K  —  Tie-On  Labels . 100  for  $9.60 

M  —  Miniature  Markers . 30  for  $6.90 

PAW  PAW  EVERLAST  LABEL  CO. 

Box  93-H  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  49079-0093 

Quantity  Prices  Available  Postage  Prepaid 
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KANSAS  RAINBOW  GARDEN 

Robert  Jeffries 

Rt  1,  Box  51  Healy,  KS  67850 

Phone:  (316)  398=2417 

Introducing  for  1989 

ROBIN  CHRISTINE — TB ,  34",  M  to  L.  Methyl  violet  self  with  bright 
satum  red  beards,  pleated  and  ruffled  form,  7  blooms  on  wide  three- way 
branching.  Well  liked  for  its  graceful  and  feminine  form  in  Paul  Black’s 

garden  at  the  ’88  convention  ..........................  $25.00  Net 

CHOCOLATE  CUPCAKE— Sdlg.  J82-D4-A.  SDB,  E  to  M.  Light  tan 
standards  tinted  garnet  brown,  deepening  at  base.  Falls  deeper  garnet  brown 
and  edged  color  of  standards.  Lush  persimmon  orange  beards,  3  buds  on 
well  branched  stalks,  bloom  above  foliage,  excellent  form,  light  pleasing 
fragrance.  EC  in  1986.  (Biddy  Bye  x  Gingerbread  Man)  X  Fire  One  .... 

$10.00  Net 

Previous  Introductions 

ELLEN  MAE— TB,  34".  Amoena  type  in  lobelia  blue.  Seven  buds  on  wide 
branching.  Named  after  our  oldest  grandaughter  ...............  $7.50 

ECHO  LAKE — TB,  37".  Beautiful  blue  that  lasts  and  lasts!  ......  $2.50 

CHRISTMAS  STAR — TB,  40".  Ruffled  and  pleated  pure  white;  tangerine 
orange  beards  shading  to  light  yellow.  Will  prolong  bloom  season.  $5.00 

ORCHID  LANE — TB,  30",  E  &  RE.  Dark  lilac  orchid  rebloomer.  Pleasing 

fragrance  and  quality  ...................................  $20.00 

AMARILLO  RUFFLES — TB,  36".  Bright  clear  mimosa  yellow  self,  large 
ruffled  semi-flaring  falls,  domed  standards,  saffron  orange  beards.  A  bril¬ 
liant  color  ............................................  $17.50 

ALPINE  GOLD — IB,  20",  M-L.  Lemon  yellow  or  gold  bitone.  27  votes  for 

HC  in  1987  ............................................  $2.50 

MABEL  WING — -IB,  24",  E-M.  Canary  yellow  standards.  Falls  canary 
yellow  with  brown  wash,  canary  yellow  rim.  Wide,  pleated  and  ruffled.  Sib 
to  Alpine  Gold ..........................................  $2.50 

Please  order  from  this  ad.  Send  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling _ 


INTRODUCTIONS— 1989 

MAJESTIC  INTERLUDE-— TB,  35",  M-L.  Heavily  ruffled,  velvety  textured  rich  violet 
blue  with  dark  blue  beards.  Well-branched  stalks  carry  7  or  more  beautifully  formed, 
weather  resistant  blooms.  Slight  sweet  fragrance.  Sdlg.  83-460-1:  (Evelyn’s  Echo  X 
Star  Wars)  ...................................................  $30.00 

BADGE  OF  GOLD— TB,  36",  M-L.  Bright  clear  yellow  sib  of  the  lovely  Jewel  of  Spring. 
Durable  blooms  are  smoothly  textured  with  fluted  ruffling  and  lovely  flaring  form. 
Branching  affords  fine  display  of  7  or  more  beautiful  blooms.  Vigorous.  Sdlg.  82-432-3: 
(Pleated  Gown  X  Gold  Galore)  ...................................  $30.00 

CELESTIAL  ANGEL— TB,  36",  M-L.  Perky,  deeply  ruffled  light  blue  with  slight 
veining  in  S.  and  R;  blue-white  beards,  yellow  in  throat.  An  established  clump  becomes 
an  airy,  lovely  vision  in  blue.  82-440- 1 :  (Barely  Blue  X  (Blue  Reflection  x  Maestro 
Pucinni)).  HC  ’88  ............................................. .  $30.00 

Please  add  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling 
For  listing  of  earlier  introductions  please  send  BASE 

MRS.  GRANT  D.  (EVELYN)  K EG E RISE 

501  Pennsylvania  Ave. _  Reading,  PA  1 9605 
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KARY  IRIS  GARDENS  Ray  and  Ardi  Kary 

6201  East  Calle  Rosa 
Scottsdale,  AZ  85251 
(602)  949-0253 

1989  INTRODUCTION 

DUSTY  SKIES  (Peterson)  TB,  34",  M.  Sdlg.  AK-85-BG1.  Standards  are 
grey,  falls  are  blue  with  deep  yellow  shoulders.  Beards  are  deep  yellow 
tipped  blue.  Ruffled.  Vigorous  plant.  Was  seen  in  ’87  Convention  in  Phoe¬ 
nix  . $25.00 

PREVIOUS  INTRODUCTIONS 

NEW  MELODY  (Peterson  ’88)  AB  (]A).  Heart  Stealer  is  one  of  the  parents  of 
this  perky  purple  arilbred  with  splashes  of  white  on  falls  and  standards.  Falls 
are  rounded  and  slightly  curved  under.  Fast  increaser  and  makes  a  very 
showy  clump . $15.00 

VIEWER’S  WISH  (Peterson-Kary  ’87)  AB  ('A).  Very  appealing  with  violet 
standards  and  tan  gold  falls.  The  falls  are  rounded  and  gently  curved  under. 
Slight  deep  red  veining  extending  from  the  gold  beards  add  to  the  charm 
. $12.50. 

NAVAJO  AUTUMN  (Peterson  ’86)  TB.  This  is  an  extremely  showy  plant.  Its 
reddish  gold  standards  and  red  falls  with  gold  band  around  the  edge  make  it 
a  great  garden  variety  . . $10.00 

PINK  BETTERMENT  (Peterson  ’85)  AB  (Vi).  A  large  rich  medium  pink 
from  Heart  Stealer  with  large  black  beards.  Excellent  increaser  ...  $7.50 

WELCOME  SIGHT  (Peterson  ’85)  AB  ('A).  Rich  lilac  lavender  with  deeper 
lilac  lavender  signals.  A  welcome  addition  to  the  garden  . $5.00 

BOLD  SENTRY  (Peterson  ’83)  AB  (Vi).  It’s  BIG,  BOLD  and  BEAUTIFUL. 
Rich  sky  blue  standards  and  crimson  falls  edged  tan.  Small  deeper  crimson 
signals,  black  beards.  Tall  and  colorful  . . . $4.00 

Write  for  free  catalog.  Generous  Bonus  Iris 

_ Include  $2.00  for  shipping _ 


1989  INTRODUCTIONS 

Popular  at  the  Oklahoma  City  Convention 

CHIPPEWA  BRAVE  (F.  Rogers)  Sdlg.  F2I  IB.  TB,  34".  Copper  standards. 
Deep  maroon  falls  with  a  distinctive  copper  rim.  Gold  Nutmeg  X  FR80-38B. 
HC  1988  . . . . . . . .  $30.00 

PENNY  BRIGHT  (F.  Rogers)  Sdlg.  F- 1 06-A.  TB,  30".  Copper  self  with  purple 
flash  below  the  gold  beards.  78-23-C  X  Spiced  Floney.  EC  1987  $25.00 

MEADOWBROOK  GARDENS 

Francis  and  Ruth  Rogers 

W.  269  N.  6867  Meadowbrook  Rd.  Waukesha,  Wl  53188 
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KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN— 1989 

Carol  and  George  Lankow 

725  20th  Avenue  West  Kirkland,  WA  98033 

We  are  happy  to  bring  you  two  new  Miniature  Tall  Bearded  Irises  from  two  savvy 
hybridizers  for  the  class. 

FRILLY  MILLY  (Jean  Witt)  MTB,  21",  M.  Sdlg.  74-07-OQ:  (((Blue  Mouse  x  I. 
reginae)  x  unknown)  x  ((Dogrose  x  Alastor)  x  plic  of  unknown  parentage))  X 
unknown.  This  is  sassy.  The  nicely  held  standards  are  white,  stitched  medium  blue 
violet.  The  fun  is  a  bit  of  a  flip  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  falls,  which  are  colored  like  the 
standards  with  a  blue  violet  line  down  the  center.  Lavender  blue  beards.  Want  more 
decoration?  Add  purple  leaf  bases  and  purple  tinted  spaeths.  Two  branches  and  seven 
buds  for  a  good  show.  Slightly  fragrant  .  . . . . $15.00 

FROSTED  VELVET  (Kenneth  Fisher)  MTB,  22",  M.  Sdlg.  84-5:  Consummation  X 
White  Canary.  Consummation  was  introduced  in  1978,  and  it  has  taken  until  this  year 
to  offer  a  worthwhile  successor.  The  sparkling  clean  white  standards  top  royal  purple 
falls  with  a  precise  white  edge.  The  form  is  fine  with  crisply  flaring  falls.  Light  cream 
beards.  Good  substance,  2  branches  and  7  buds  on  a  vigorous  plant  assure  a  nice 
garden  plant.  HC  1988  . . . .  $15.00 

From  our  seedling  rows  come  two  that  we  think  you  will  like: 

FRIDAY  HARBOR  (Lankow)  IB,  22",  M.  Sdlg.  4A40-5:  That’s  Right  X  Emmanuel. 
This  is  the  beautiful  flower  you  would  hope  for  from  these  two  fine  parents.  Friday 
Harbor  is  an  elegant  IB  with  form  and  style.  The  well  held,  wide  ruffled,  standards  are 
light  blue  (RHS  97D),  a  bit  deeper  at  the  base.  The  wide,  ruffled,  flaring  falls  are 
palest  blue  or  blue  white.  The  white  beards  are  yellow  orange  in  the  throat.  One  and  2 
branches  plus  spur  with  4  and  5  buds.  The  finishing  touch  is  a  light  pleasing  fragrance. 

EC  1988  . . . . . . . . .  $15.00 

CALICO  CAT  (Lankow)  BB,  20",  M-L.  Sdlg.  7B45-3:  7579-2:  (Andi  x  (65J2:  pink  TB 
x  Yellow  Dresden))  X  Miss  Nellie.  We  have  waited  a  long  time  for  our  second  border 
bearded  introduction,  but  we  think  Calico  Cat  is  a  good  BB.  The  standards  are  soft 
light  yellow.  The  semi-flaring  falls  are  pale  to  light  sea  lavender  violet  with  wine  red 
splashed  across  the  halts.  All  petals  are  lightly  ruffled.  Yellow  beards.  The  stalk  is 
slender,  and  the  overall  proportion  is  pleasing.  Five  and  6  buds.  Light  sweet  scent 

. . . $20.00 

Free  catalog  on  request.  When  ordering  from  this  ad,  please  include  $2.50  for  packing 
and  postage. 


THE  WILD  MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 
Featuring  the  irises  of  Fred  and  Mary  Gadd 

1989  Introductions 

JUST  DUE  (Gadd  1 989).  TB,  35",  Midseason.  Ruffled  light  yellow  with  apricot 


flush  in  the  standards  and  edging  the  falls;  yellow  beards . .  $30.00 

SAUCY  SKY  (Gadd  1989).  TB,  32",  Midseason.  Ruffled  light  blue  with 
yellow-tipped  blue  beards.  An  excellent  growing  iris . $30.00 

Catalog — $1.00 


77 


COLORADO  CREATIONS 

BUTTERED  BISCUIT  (John  Durrance)  TB  34"  M.  Sdlg.  D82-5.  Buttery  yellow 
highlights  on  a  creamy  white  biscuit  background.  Hearty  robust  grower.  Dream 
Affair  X  New  Moon . . . . . .  $25.00 

GRAPES  OF  WRATH  (John  Durrance)  TB  32"  M.  Sdlg.  D86-65.  While  in  bud, 
this  novelty  resembles  a  bunch  of  grapes.  It  opens  to  reveal  an  extremely  ruffled 
deep  wine  purple.  Bubbling  Over  X  Navy  Strut  .  $30.00 

HELEN  HUNT  JACKSON  (John  Durrance)  TB  35"  M.  Sdlg.  D87-52.  Very 
formal,  tailored  deep  yellow.  Named  for  one  of  the  19th  century’s  foremost 
advocates  of  Native  American  rights.  Celebrated  for  her  writings,  including  “A 
Century  of  Dishonor,”  “Ramona”  and  numerous  essays  and  poems,  we  add 
our  three  cheers  with  this  bright  garden  tribute.  Gold  Galore  X  Sexton  24-75 
. $25.00 

ORANGE  PARFAIT  (Joe  Hoage)  TB  28"  ML.  Sdlg.  H79-26.  Parfait:  A  frozen 
dessert  of  fruit,  syrup,  ice  cream  and  whipped  cream.  From  a  search  for  new 
oranges  comes  this  frilly  favorite.  This  lacy  orange  self  is  highlighted  by  red 
beards.  Stds.  are  more  orange  than  Glazed  Orange.  7  buds.  Glazed  Orange  X 
Apricot  Fringe  .  $25.00 

OSAGE  ORANGE  (Ray  Lyons)  TB  35"  M.  Sdlg.  LY80-27-B.  A  full  orange  self, 
nicely  ruffled  and  well  laced.  Domed  standards  and  flaring  falls  are  highlighted 
by  large  tangerine  beards.  7  buds.  At  times  a  bashful  bloomer,  but  worth  the 
wait.  Symphonette  X  Dawnbreaker.  EC  1985  .  $25.00 

PAT  LOUGHRAN  (John  Durrance)  TB  35"  M.  Sdlg.  D86-33.  Selected  by  and 
named  for  a  late  friend.  This  is  a  smooth  ruffled  deep  purple  self.  7  buds.  Black 
Soul  x  Good  Knight .  $25.00 

PLATFORM  (John  Durrance)  TB  36"  M.  Sdlg.  D86-10.  Rosy  tan  standards  seem 
to  be  launching  skyward  from  a  platform  of  horizontal  white  falls  with  plum 
plicata  borders.  Beards  are  burnt  orange  and  all  petals  are  ruffled.  Burgundy 
Brown  X  Capricious . . .  $25.00 

RUTH  ELAINE  (Joe  Hoage)  TB  38"  ML.  Sdlg.  H80-6A.  A  man  in  his  lifetime  is 
allowed  one  first  love.  Ruth  Elaine  had  long  yellow  hair  that  shown  like  spun 
gold,  dark  brown  eyes  that  sparkled  like  quicksilver,  a  loving  and  vibrant 
personality.  This  iris  is  dedicated  to  her.  It  is  a  brilliant  yellow  with  self  beards 
highlighted  by  a  spot  of  white  below  the  beards.  The  stalk  supports  7  buds  that 
develop  into  huge  flowers,  giving  a  long  season  of  bloom  from  a  plant  with 
excellent  habits.  Joyce  Terry  X  Well  Endowed  .  $30.00 

SKY  SURF  (Tom  Magee)  TB  40"  M.  Foam  white  self.  Standards  shaded  space 
blue;  falls  shaded  ocean  green.  Semi-flaring  falls  scroll  edged  as  sea  waves 
splash  rocky  coast.  See  photo  in  this  issue.  Colorado  Sunshine  X  Winter  Pines 
.  $20.00 

We  invite  you  to  visit  us  during  blooming  time  (late  May  and  early  June)  to  see 
these  and  other  mile-high  grown  Colorado  Creations.  We’re  also  pleased  to  be 
the  site  of  the  Region  20  Display  Garden.  This  garden  showcases  1987  and  1988 
introductions  from  hybridizers  outside  of  Colorado.  This  year  you  can  view  250 
varieties  from  66  hybridizers.  For  a  complete  listing  of  available  varieties,  please 
request  our  free  1989  catalog.  If  you  wish  to  order  from  this  ad,  please  include  a 
$2.00  packing  and  handling  charge. 

LONG’S  GARDENS 

P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  Colorado  80306 
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M.A.D.  IRIS  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn 

Phone  (916)  482-0562 

4828  Jella  Way  North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

MYSTIC  WARRIOR  (Bob  Dunn  ’89)  Satsuma  plum  blend,  wide 
and  ruffled  with  heavy  substance.  Standards  redder.  Electric  blue 
area  in  center  of  falls  with  edges  and  hafts  the  color  of  standards. 
Matching  beards,  three  open  flowers,  35"  with  7  to  8  buds.  Blue 
Maxx  X  Hilow  ..................................  $35.00 

VERIVOGUE  (Bob  Dunn  ’89)  Outstanding  sherbet  colored  flowers 
from  Pina  Colada.  Ruffled  creamy  golden  ivory  standards.  Creamy 
greenish  ivory  falls,  very  wide,  ruffled  and  serrated  edges.  Heavy 
substance,  tall  and  stately,  10  buds.  37".  Forbidden  X  Pina  Colada 
..............................................  $35.00 

SILHOUETTE  (Mary  Dunn  ’89)  Unusual  color  to  explain.  Not  a 
plicata  as  one  thinks,  but  strangely  washed  and  stained  with  a 
shadowy  overlay.  Blue  violet  overlay  on  almost  transparent  white 
ground.  Markings  much  darker  on  fresh  flowers,  and  center  of  falls 
lightens  on  second  day.  Ruffled,  good  form,  showy  in  garden,  36",  9 
buds.  Go  Around  X  B arietta.  Italy  winner  in  1988  .....  $35.00 

LA  FORTUNE  (Mary  Dunn  ’89)  Big  wide  ruffled  red  blend.  Stan¬ 
dards,  hafts  and  edge  of  falls  mahogany  red.  Deep  violet  wash  in 
center  of  falls,  large  deep  bronze  beards.  Heavy  substance,  great 
form,  a  garden  showoff.  Many  flowers,  8-10  buds,  36".  (Charro  x 
(Ponderosa  x  Tambourine))  X  Hillow  . . .  $35.00 

No  other  list.  Please  order  from  this  ad.  Add  $3.00  for  postage  and 
handling.  California  residents  add  sales  tax.  Previous  introductions 
also  available — ask  for  price.  Shipping  July  thru  September  5. 


THE  LOUISIANA  IRIS 

A  1 988  publication  by  the  Society  for  Louisiana  Irises.  A  240-page  hard 
cover  book  written  by  20  authors  and  containing  90  color  pho¬ 
tographs. 

Covers  the  history,  culture,  judging  and  other  information  about  the 
Louisiana  irises.  Would  make  a  nice  gift,  addition  to  your  or  your  iris 
society’s  library,  or  to  use  for  a  show  award  for  the  ‘Best  Louisiana’  in 
your  iris  show. 

The  price  is  $24.95  including  shipping.  (Texas  residents  add  sales  tax  of 
$  1 .68.)  Send  check  or  money  order  to:  Texas  Gardener  Press,  PO.  Box 
9005,  Waco,  TX  76714. 
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MELROSE  GARDENS 


309  Best  Road  South  Stockton,  California  95250 


1989  INTRODUCTIONS 

BILL  BAILEY  (Hager)  TB  Dark  black-maroon.  Early  .......  $25.00 

GOOD  GUY  (Hager)  TB  Very  wide  petaled  white  .........  $35.00 

THINK  BIG  (Hager)  TB  Huge  purple.  Titan’s  Glory  child  . .  .  $35.00 
TERRA  BELLA  (Hager)  TB  Amber,  gold  and  lavender  blend.  $35.00 
RECHERCHE  (Hager)  TB  Very  late,  very  laced  deep  orchid.  $35.00 
INDUCEMENT  (Hager)  TB  Extra  on  orders  of  $35.00  up. 


One  to  a  customer . . . No  Sales 

JESTER  (Hager)  Novelty  TB  Yellow  with  spoon  extensions  .  .  $35.00 

PIECE  OF  CAKE  (Hager)  IB  Clear  pink . .  $15.00 

FIDDLE  FADDLE  (Hager)  IB  Plum-maroon  plicata .  $15.00 

PASSING  FANCY  (Jonnye  Rich)  AB  Reddish  pattern.  Showy  $30.00 


ARABIAN  MIDNIGHT  (Jonnye  Rich)  AB  Black!  ..........  $20.00 

JAPANESE  IRIS 

GEISHA  OBI  (Jonnye  Rich)  6  falls.  White  veins  over 
fuchsia  red  . .  $30.00 

EBB  AND  FLOW  (Shuichi  Hirao)  6  falls.  Lavender-blue  blend  $30.00 

SKYROCKET  BURST  (Hirao)  3  falls.  Fuchsia  purple, 
white  rays  .  $25.00 


Brochure  with  color  photos,  parentages  and  full  descriptions — $1.00  on 
request. 

Daylily  Introductions.  Listing  Iris  and  Daylily  introductions  of  the  past 
three  years  only.  Gardens  open  to  AIS,  DIS,  AHS  members  during 
bloom  seasons  by  appointment.  COME  ON  ALONG! 
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MID-AMERICA  IRIS  GARDEN 

3409  N.  Geraldine  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73112 

1989  INTRODUCTIONS  OF  PAUL  BLACK 

TALL  BEARDED 

FISSION  Bright  yellow  bitone  . . . .  $30.00 

INTERNATIONAL  INTRIGUE  Yellow  S;  garnet  F .  $30.00 

OKLAHOMA  CRUDE  Ruffled  purple  &  black  bitone  .  $30.00 

SILKEN  AIRE  Pink  &  peach  blend . . . .  $30.00 

SPARKLING  FOUNTAIN  Huge  blue  amoena  . .  $30.00 

SPICED  CIDER  (Sexton/Black)  Yellow  S;  coppery-rust 

sanded  F;  $10.00  of  each  sale  to  AIS  Foundation  . .  $30.00 

SPRING  SATIN  Gold  rimmed  violet  amoena  . . . . . .  $30.00 

TROPICAL  FRUIT  Old  rose  blend  . .  $30.00 

BORDER  BEARDED 

BORDER  BANDIT  Gold  S;  orchid  F  . . . . SPECIAL 

NAUTICAL  FLAG  Elegant  ruffled  blue . . .  $20.00 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

ERECT  Yellow  with  brown  horns  . . .  $15.00 

SHOOTING  SPARKS  Purple  plicata  on  white  . . .  $15.00 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

BLUE  NEON  Oyster  S;  orchid  blend  F  . . . .  $10.00 

PATACAKE  Great  creamy  orange  .  . . . . . . $10.00 

SASS  WITH  CLASS  Yellow  S;  maroon  F . .  $10.00 

SIGH  Elegant  ruffled  white  . . . . .  $10.00 

TOY  BOAT  Turquoise  amoena  . . . . . .  $10.00 

TU  TU  TURQUOISE  Pale  blue;  turquoise  spot  . .  $10.00 

VARMINT  Brown  banded  violet  plicata  ........................  $10.00 

WAKE  UP  Floriferous  bright  yellow  . . . . . .  $10.00 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

SPOT  OF  TEA  Buff  with  brown  spot . .  $10.00 

COLOR  CATALOG 

$1.00  on  request.  Foreign  ($4.00  U.S.  currency) 
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MILLER  S  MANOR  GARDEN 

Roger  &  Lynda  Miller  3167  U.S.  224 

(219)  597-7403  Ossian,  IN  46777 

1989  Introductions 

BEE  EARLY  (L.  Miller)  MDB,  5".  This  very  early  pumila  produced 
numerous  canary  yellow  blossoms  with  maroon  brown  rayed 
spots  on  the  falls.  Beards  are  white  tipped  orange  in  throat.  Sdlg. 
#584B.  (What  Not  x  Sky  Dot)  X  unknown  . . $10.00 

BIT  MORE  (L.  Miller)  MDB,  5V2-6".  Big  sister  to  Bite  Size,  this 
midseason  bloomer  is  full  spectrum  violet  with  full  plum  purple 
rays  on  round  falls  topped  by  bluebird  blue  beards.  Sdlg.  785B. 
Betty  Emmons  X  Hoogpum  Purple  . . .  $10.00 

FRUIT  SALAD  (L.  Miller)  SDB,  10",  M.  Well  proportioned  pale 
apricot  blossoms  with  small  halo  spots  of  medium  plum  on  the 
round  flaring  falls.  Beards  are  apricot  tipped  coral.  2-3  buds. 
Sdlg.  #3884A,  Inscription  X  Pixie  Pink  . $12.50 

LIGHTEN  UP  (L.  Miller)  SDB,  14",  E-M.  Lightly  ruffled  light  canary 
yellow  self,  accented  by  an  ice  blue  blaze  on  very  round  falls, 
deeper  yellow  veining  at  hafts.  Beards  are  ice  blue  tipped  gold  in 
the  throat.  One  branch,  3  buds.  Sdlg.  #10584.  Combo  X  unknown 
.  $12.50 


SPLIT  DECISION  (E.  Hobbs)  SDB,  12V2",  E-M.  Charming  lightly 
ruffled  amoena.  White  standards  on  top  of  light  violet  blue  falls 
with  a  fine  white  edge  around  the  flaring  falls.  Beards  are  creamy 
white.  Well  liked  at  1987  Dwarf  Tour.  Co-introduced  with  Adam- 
grove  Garden.  Sdlg.  78-7.  (Sea  O’Blue  x  Creamette)  X  unknown 
.  $12.50 


Past  Introductions 

AT  DAWN  (L.  Miller  ’88)  TB  lemon  yellow,  large  deep  yellow  hafts  . $22.50 

BITE  SIZE  (L.  MILLER  ’88)  MDB  dark  spectrum  violet,  bluebird  blue  beard  8.00 

BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE  (Norrick  ’86)  MTB  S.  yellow,  F.  dark  maroon  .  7.00 

CANDY  FLUFF  (L.  Miller  ’88)  MDB  pale  Venetian  pink  self .  8.00 

DARK  VADER  (L.  Miller  ’87)  SDB  black,  bushy  blue  beards  . . .  7.50 

GENTLE  DRAGON  (L.  Miller  ’88)  TB  S.  butterscotch,  F.  dark  maroon  . 22.50 

HARRY  HITE  (Hite  by  Norrick  ’88)  MDB  S.  beige,  F.  pale  orchid  ..........  7.00 

KEKIONGA  (R.  &  L.  Miller  ’87)  TB  royal  purple,  chocolate  hafts  .  . . .  17.50 

LOVELY  ME  (L.  Miller  ’88)  SDB  heliotrope  blue,  darker  spot  . .  9.00 

MERCY  ME  (Machulak  ’88)  SDB  yellow,  yellow-green  spots  .  10.00 

MODERN  MOOD  (Machulak  ’88)  SDB  violet-blue,  purple  markings .  10.00 

SHEER  CLASS  (L.  Miller  ’88)  SDB  pale  rose  pink,  magenta  rays  on  falls.  .  .  10.00 
SNUGGLES  (L.  Miller  ’88)  MDB  bluebird  blue,  falls  veined  violet .  7.00 


Add  $3.00  shipping  and  handling  when  ordering  from  this  ad. 
Send  stamp  for  descriptive  catolog. 
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MISSION  BELL  GARDENS 

2778  West  5600  South  Roy,  Utah  84067 

1989  Introduction 

McKAY  (Hamblen)  36"  ML.  Ruffled,  lacy  brilliant 
pink  (RHS  38D)  with  slightly  lighter  toned  falls  and 
cerise  beards  (30B).  The  large  blossoms  are 
beautifully  formed  with  cupped  standards  and 
broad,  flaring  falls.  Strong  stalks  have  modified 
candelabra  branching  with  8  or  more  buds.  Vig¬ 
orous.  Great  garden  value.  (Frances  Gaulter  sib  X 
H84-02A:  (inv.  Snow  Blaze,  Cloud  Crest,  Crystal 
Flame,  Rippling  Waters,  Fifth  Avenue,  Valimar  sib,  June’s  Sister). 
Sdlg.  H83-52A  .  $35.00 

Catalog  on  Request 
Featuring  hundreds  of  newer  varieties 
Available  April  thru  August 

Melba  and  Jim  Hamblen 


WALTER  A.  MOORES 

Route  5,  Box  189-B  Starkville,  MS  39759 

1989  INTRODUCTIONS 
ARILMEDIAN 

ESALAN — Va  ARIL,  1 5-1 8",  EM.  Standards  are  straw  to  khaki  with  yellow¬ 
ish  brown  falls  flecked  wine  and  with  brown  spots  below  brown 
beards.  Strong  stems  with  one  branch  carry  3  to  4  buds.  The  last  of  a 
stellar  trio.  Sherlock  X  Moon  Dust .  $1  2.50 

REBLOOMING  TALL 

PRINCE  OF  EARL— TB,  32",  M&RE  (SEPT,  OCT).  From  Earl  of  Essex  X  a 
long  line  of  reblooming  seedlings  comes  this  similar  white  ground 
reblooming  plicata  with  violet-purple  stippling  on  both  standards  and 
falls.  Differences  from  Earl  of  Essex  include  its  solid  pale  blue  beard, 
absence  of  brown  in  the  hafts,  and  its  ability  to  rebloom  earlier  than 
Earl.  Modern  wide  form  . . . $25.00 

SPRING  BLOOMING  TALL 

SILENT  SCREEN — TB,  34",  L.  Blue-white  self  deepening  to  pale  blue  at 
the  base  of  the  standards  with  pale  blue  to  pale  yellow  beards.  Seven 
ripple-ruffled  flowers  with  a  pronounced  sweet  fragrance  are  among 
the  last  to  bloom,  extending  the  bloom  season  with  blossoms  that  won't 
burn  in  the  late  season.  Well  branched.  EC  1986.  Portrait  of  Larrie  X 
Winterscape .  $25.00 

ALL  THREE  FOR  $50  PLUS  POSTAGE 

Send  stamp  for  price  list.  Add  $3.00  for  postage  or  UPS. 
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This  year  weTe  offering  an  amazingly  long  list  of 
introductions — 45!  TB  and  IB  space  agers,  re- 
bloomers  and  reblooming  space  agers,  a  BB  space 
ager,  reblooming  SDBs  and  a  reblooming  MDB. 
Most  of  these  are  from  the  years  we  grew 
ridiculously  large  numbers  of  seedlings  (over 
12,000  one  year).  They  have  proven  their  worth¬ 
iness  we  think,  here  and  many  elsewhere  as  well. 
Many  are  unique  and  some  are  very  exciting  in¬ 
deed!  All  are  at  the  least  big  steps  forward.  Here  are 
9  of  these  new  Byers’  introductions.  For  detailed 
descriptions  of  the  others  as  well  as  all  the  other 
irises  we’re  listing  this  year,  send  for  our  free  cata¬ 
log.  MOONSHINE  GARDEN S— P. O.  BOX  367- 
POTTER  VALLEY,  CA  95469.  To  order  from  this 
ad  please  add  $3.00  for  shipping/handling. 

CONJURATION  *  TB  *  (Sky  Hooks  x  Condottiere)  X  Alpine  Castle  *  White  with 
suffused  violet  edges,  much  deeper  on  the  falls;  white  b.  tipped  tangerine  and 
fuzzy  white  horns.  *  A  more  modern,  more  ruffled  Alpine  Castle  with  horns. 
. . . $35.00 

GOOD  FAIRY  *  TB  *  (Entourage  x  Sky  Hooks)  X  Heather  Blush  *  Creamy  peach  with 
tangerine  b.  and  self  horns.  *  Very  modern,  well  ruffled  big  flaring  flowers  and  it’s 
a  good  rebloomer  . . . . . .  $30.00 

LAS  VEGAS  *  TB  *  Broadway  X  Earl  of  Essex  *  S.  creamy  tan;  F.  lemon-cream 
stitched  bright  red-violet;  brownish  gold  b.  *  Perfect  heavily  ruffled  flowers  on 
perfect  show  stalks  and  it’s  a  good  late  rebloomer  . .  $35.00 

LICHEN  *  TB  *  Spirit  of  Memphis  X  Earl  of  Essex  *  Real  gray  infused  light  green  with 
olive  brown  to  apple  green  texture  veining;  yellow  b.  *  A  smaller,  shorter  ever- 
bloomer.  Super  flowers  with  strange  but  fascinatingly  attractive  coloring.  $35.00 

MAGIC  KINGDOM  *  TB  *  Blowtorch  X  (Sky  Hooks  x  Condottiere)  *  Orange  S.; 
brownish  violet  F.  witih  silvery  centers  and  orange  hafts;  red-orange  b.  and  long 
silvery  white  horns.  *  Excellent  heavily  ruffled  flowers  with  horizontal  falls. 

. $30.00 

LITTLE  BIG  HORN  *IB  *  (Marmalade  Skies  x  Sky  Hooks)  X  Hager  SDB  variegata 
sdlg.  *  Yellow  with  a  tan  cast  and  a  satiny  brownish  overlay  on  the  F.;  yellow- 
orange  b.  and  usually  sports  long  graceful  trumpet  flounces,  maroon-brown  with 
yellow  insides  (sometimes  has  spoons  or  horns  instead).  *  Very  fragrant  and  very 
nice  . $15.00 

SIXTEEN  CANDLES  *  IB  *  Third  Charm  X  (Hallowed  Thought  x  Glistening  Icicle)  * 
S.  vary — creamy  blue  white  to  palest  yellow;  F.  vary — Between  waxy  light  yellow 
and  creamy  chartreuse-yellow;  *  a  lovely  near  amoena  rebloomer . $20.00 

FRANKINCENSE  *  SDB  *  Small  Flash  X  Ditto  *  Gold  with  bright  red  F.  centers;  gold 
b.  *  Very  bright  ruffled  flowers  of  excellent  form.  Extremely  fragrant  always  and  an 
excellent  rebloomer  . $10.00 

GRAY  POUPON  *  SDB  *  Third  World  X  Jewel  Baby  *  Very  satiny  greenish  mustard 
gold  with  pale  violet  styles  and  gray  b.  tipped  mustard  from  throat.  *  Extremely 
vigorous,  excellent  form  and  it’s  an  excellent  rebloomer  .  . . $10.00 
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MINIATURE  TALLS  FROM  OHIO  GARDENS 

Featuring  Miniature  Tall  Bearded  Iris  introductions  of  Mary  Louise 

Dunderman  and  W.  Terry  Varner. 

CHERRY  (Dunderman  '88).  Sdlg.  HFH482,  MTB,  23".  Standards 
almost  solid  red  violet.  Falls  whiite  with  a  narrow  edge  of 
stitched  violet.  Dark  brown  beards  with  orange  in  center. 
Flowers  3"  x  3"  .  . .  . . . . . . $13.00 

LADY  Dl  (Varner  '89).  Sdlg.  J-339,  MTB,  20".  Medium  ruffled  blue 
with  white  whiskers  around  blue  beards.  Blue  style  arms.  7 
buds  with  2"  x  2"  flowers.  From  our  I.  regime  lines  . .  $1 3.00 

QUIET  PLACE  (Varner  '89).  Sdlg.  N-309,  MTB,  20",  E-M.  Medium 
blue  self  with  flaring  falls.  White  beards.  Slight  sweet  fragrance. 
Up  to  11  buds,  2"  x  2"  flowers.  From  our  I.  cengialtii  lines 
. . . $13.00 

MTB  Speciality  Catalog  for  two  first  class  stamps. 

Catalog  is  filled  with  helpful  hints. 

Add  $2.00  postage  and  handling. 

OHIO  GARDENS 

102  Laramie  Road  Marietta,  OFH  45750 


Proudly  Presenting  1989  TB  Introductions  of  Loleta  K.  Powell 

BLUE  BILLOWS  (Tide's  In  X  Sky  of  Summer)  35".  Exquisitely  ruffled  medium  blue 
self.  Perfectly  branched,  heavy  bloom . $30.00 

BOLD  MARK  (Financier  X  Hash  Marks)  35".  Heavy  flowering,  ruffled  golden 
yellow,  striking  brass  hafts.  Not  gaudy  . . . $30.00 

LATE  GLIMMER  (Butterscotch  Bronze  X  (Carolina  Gold  x  Carolina  Honey)  36". 
Regal  golden  yellow  alight  with  gilt  in  the  ML  season,  continuing  then  for 
weeks! . . . . . . . $30.00 

REGAL  TOUCH  (Carolina  Regal  X  Master  Touch)  38".  Unforgettable  for  its  kingly 
deep  violet,  huge  size  and  pronounced  fragrance,  true  to  its  ancestry.  $30.00 

SADDLE  HAPPY  (Blazing  Saddles  X  Gallant  Moment)  37".  A  deep  gold-brown  red 
amoena,  sweetly  fragrant,  gracious  in  size,  branching  and  accent  . . .  $30.00 

All  five — $1 25.00.  Please  add  $5.00  to  each  order  for  July  air  delivery.  A  46-page 

catalog — some  color — lists  700+  latest  irises,  600  +  latest  daylilies,  200+  hostas, 

100+  perennials  and  extensive  dwarf  conifers — $2.50.  Foreign  customers — send 

for  statement. 

POWELL'S  GARDENS— the  Different  Place 

Route  3,  Box  21  Princeton,  NC  27569 

Two  of  the  above  TBs — $50.00 
Add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling 
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PALMER  S  IRIS  GARDENS 


Route  1,  Box  152 


Geary,  OK  73040 


1989  Introductions 

EXTRA — MDB,  5",  E.  Light  blue  violet  standards,  nearly  closed  and 
held.  Falls  slightly  darker  with  dark  reddish  violet  spot;  wide, 
round,  semi-flaring  with  heavy  substance.  Very  striking.  (Blood- 

spot  x  unknown)  X  unknown  .........................  $7.50 

MIST  OF  BLUE — MDB,  3",  E.  Pale  blue  standards  with  deeper 
bases,  closed  and  held.  Falls  pale  blue  with  somewhat  diffused 
red  violet  spot.  Yellow  beards  tipped  white.  Wide,  round  falls 
that  are  semi-flaring  with  heavy  substance.  (Pi  blue  pumila  x 
Baby  Jewel)  X  81-P-23  (PI  x  unknown).  ................  $5.00 

LO  AND  BEHOLD — MDB,  7W',  L.  White  standards,  open  and  held. 
White  styles.  White  falls  with  yellow  shoulders  and  hafts.  Good 
substance,  semi-flaring.  Tangerine  beards  tipped  white.  (Dove 
Wings  x  7416:  ((Bari  a  x  Car  pat  hi  a)  x  sib))  X  sib  .........  $7.50 

COQUETTE  DOLL — SDB,  12",  M-L.  White  standards,  open  and 
held.  Falls  white  with  yellow  shoulders  and  hafts.  Red  veining 
over  most  of  falls,  leaving  a  narrow  white  border.  Yellow  beards 
tipped  white.  Moderately  wide,  elliptical,  lightly  ruffled,  semi- 
flaring  and  good  substance.  Unknown  parentage  .......  $7.50 

FERN’S  DELIGHT — SDB,  12",  M-L.  Standards  light  blue  violet.  F. 
grape  violet,  wide,  round,  lightly  ruffled,  semi-flaring  and  good 
substance.  Clap  Hands  X  unknown  ...................  $7.50 

MATT’S  CHOICE — SDB,  14",  L.  Medium  yellow  standards  with 
paler  edge  except  at  tip,  nearly  closed  and  held.  Burnished 
golden  brown  falls  with  narrow  edge  of  near  white.  Wide,  round, 
very  ruffled,  horizontally  flaring  falls  with  heavy  substance. 
Orange  beards  tipped  blue.  Sweet  fragrance.  Sunny  Hills  X  8236: 
(Velvet  Pride  x  (Blue  Jadeite  x  ((Wilma  V  x  unknown)  x  Little 
Titan))). 


1988  Introduction 

DOROTHY  HOWARD — SDB,  13",  E.  White  with  pale  orange  yellow 
spot  and  hafts  on  falls.  Red  beards  tipped  blue.  Wide,  round 
form,  heavy  substance,  horizontally  flaring  and  ruffled.  ((Ban a  x 
Carpathia)  x  Dove  Wings)  X  (Daisy  x  (Pink  Cushion  x  Dove 


Wings))  ...........................................  $10.00 

Send  stamp  for  list.  Add  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling. 
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425  East  Luna 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Chaparral,  NM  88021 


Henry  Danielson  Introductions  for  1989  by  Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 

ETERNAL  WALTZ*— Sdlg.  RE  2  HD.  TB,  36",  E-M  &  RE  (Sept.-Oct.  in  NM).  One  of  the 
best  formed  flowers.  Good  bud  placement  plus  a  roomful  of  sweet  frangrance.  This 
TB  started  to  rebloom  the  first  of  Sept,  and  was  still  blooming  in  October.  A  ruffled 
glistening  white  self  with  a  smooth  lavender  cast.  Darker  lavendar  haft  markings  and 
line  from  beards  to  tip  of  falls.  Green  veining  at  midrib  and  green  cast  at  end  of 
beards.  Lavender-white  beards,  yellow  and  orange  in  throat.  Immortality  X  Stepping 
Proud  . . .  $30.00 

HEART  THUMPER— -Sdlg.  HD  4.  IB.  16".  Henry  loved  the  perfect  branching  and  flower 
placement  on  this  iris.  The  clump  kept  drawing  him  back  to  see  this  iris  perform.  S. 
lightly  ruffled  peach  pink;  F.  pink  with  an  orange  overlay;  cream  pink  style  crests  and 
bright  orange  beards.  Eye  Opener  X  Peaches  N’  Topping  . . $15.00 

ARIL  MESSENGER — Sdlg  A-85-A.  AR,  6".  This  regeliocyclus  grows  well  here  in 
Chaparral,  and  those  who  saw  this  iris  admired  the  pattern  of  rich  brown  in  the  falls. 
S.  off  white  with  rich  brown  veining,  more  prominent  at  midrib;  F.  soft  yellow  with 
sparse  brown  veining  radiating  from  the  large  brown  signal.  Style  crests  densely 
veined  light  brown.  (Isoldax  Persian  Embroidery)  X  self.. . . $15.00 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson  Introductions  for  1989 

ANGEL’S  STAR — Sdlg.  LH  87-20.  AR  (onco),  1 2".  A  slide  of  this  iris  was  shown  at  the 
Oklahoma  AIS  convention  in  1988,  and  many  were  anxious  to  know  what  I  had 
named  it.  The  name  I  had  chosen  had  been  taken,  so  please  note  the  seedling 
number.  The  metallic  red-brown  self  flower  has  an  orange  glow  in  the  sun,  and  the 
bright  yellow  style  arms  compliment  the  yellow  blaze  around  the  dark  maroon  signal. 
The  yellow  blaze  is  sprinkled  with  a  dotting  of  dark  maroon.  (Babylonian  Brass  X 
Brown  Prince)  X  (LH  82-20  x  Desert  Yellow) . . . $15.00 

PEARL  SEA— -Sdlg.  S12P.  AR  (onco),  1 4".  The  unusual  dotting  on  the  falls  is  interesting 
because  there  is  also  a  rim  on  the  falls  where  there  is  no  dotting.  S.  white,  sparsely 
veined  lilac;  F.  cream  ground,  lightly  veined  and  dotted  dark  brown,  leaving  a  cream 
edge;  maroon  red  signal  with  orange  line  in  center;  rich  brown  beards.  Prominent 
sytle  crests  with  light  brown  dotting.  Sand  and  Snow  X  I.  nazarena . $15.00 


ARIL  SLIDES 

These  are  available  to  any  iris  club  or  group  by  giving  a  30-day  notice  and  paying 
shipping  costs  both  ways. 

Send  $1 .00  for  our  catalog  listing  TB,  BB,  IB,  Siberian,  Aril  and  Arilbred  irises.  When 
ordering  from  this  ad,  include  $3.00  for  postage  and  handling  charges.  Shipping  only 
from  July  to  September 


Phone  505/824-4299 
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RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 

OUTSTANDINGLY  DIFFERENT  IRISES 

Not  fust  Improvements  On  Old  Themes 

1989  INTRODUCTIONS 
Tall  Bearded 

GOLDEN  GALAXY  (Weiler  89)  TB  35 "  M-L.  A  full,  shimmering,  deep  yellow 
of  beautiful  smoothness  with  orange  beards,  this  has  broad  petals,  good 
substance  and  is  sunfast.  Stalks  are  3-branched  and  carry  7-8  buds.  For  us 
this  is  a  sporadic  rebloomer,  some  years  repeating  in  early  summer.  Two  of 
the  past  5  years  it  has  also  rebloomed  in  November,  too  late  for  most  parts 
of  the  country.  Other  years  it  has  failed  to  rebloom.  It  may  be  useful  in 
breeding  work  with  other  reblooming  cultivars.  Good  vigor,  rapid  increase 
and  fertile.  Flaming  Victory  X  reblooming  sib  to  Fame . $30.00 

Border  Bearded 

BLACKBEARD  (Weiler  89)  BB  25"  L-VL.  A  flower  of  startling  contrast,  this  is 
palest  blue-violet  with  a  shocking  black-violet  beard,  each  hair  of  the  beard 
black  to  the  tip  to  give  fully  saturated  color.  The  tailored  flower  has  heavy 
substance  and  is  near  the  upper  limits  of  size  for  BB.  Stalks  with  three 
branches  produce  7  buds.  The  plant  has  good  vigor,  is  modest  of  increase 
and  fertile  both  ways.  ((Goodnight  Irene  x  Blue  Luster)  x  (Matinata  x 
Stylemaster))  X  ((Matinata  x  Stylemaster)  x  (Regalaire  x  Nobleman)).  See 
our  color  ad  on  page  60 . . . $25.00 

FRIZZY  LIZZY  (Weiler  89)  BB  24"  M-L.  A  fitting  feminine  companion  for 
Blackbeard,  this  is  a  beautifully  formed  flower  of  deep,  brilliant  orange 
sporting  a  darker  orange  beard.  Proper  size  for  a  BB,  the  flower  has  widely 
flaring,  crinkle-ruffled  falls  and  domed,  closed  standards.  Won  best  seed¬ 
ling  of  Fresno  Show,  1988  and  has  performed  in  class  in  the  Midwest.  Very 
reluctant  as  a  parent.  (Oriental  Knight  X  (Flaming  Victory  x  Perfect  Ac¬ 
cent)).  See  our  color  ad  on  page  60 . $25.00 

Reblooming  Standard  Dwarf  Bearded 

MINI  BUSY  (Weiler  89)  SDB  8"  E-L  and  RE.  This  well  formed  flower  of 
eggshell  white  is  lightly  bordered  with  lavender-blue  to  violet  plicata 
markings  heavier  on  the  standards  than  falls.  It  blooms  abundantly  in 
earliest  spring,  repeats  with  a  few  blooms  late  in  TB  season  and  scatters 
bloom  over  a  long  fall  period.  The  first  of  our  remontant  SDBs  with  the 
plicata  pattern.  Very  good  vigor  and  fertile  both  ways.  (Twink  x  Third 
Charm)  X  Muchacha . . . . . .  $12.00 

SPECIAL  OFFER  FOR  JOINING  REBLOOMING  IRIS  SOCIETY 

If  you  order  and  include  a  separate  check  to  RIS,  join  3  years,  $7.50,  receive 

free  Mini  Busy,-  join  1  year,  $3,  receive  free  1988  SDB  rebloomer 

Write  for  a  free  price  list  of  reblooming  bearded  irises 
Include  $2.50  postage  on  orders  California  residents  add  6%  tax 
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RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Specializing  in  Dwarfs  and  Medians 

We  are  proud  to  introduce  for  1989 
these  well  received  Miniature  Tall  Beardeds 
from  KENNETH  FISHER 

CAROL  LEE  (Sdlg.  83-3)  1 9".  This  showy  miniature  tall  inherits  the 
grace  and  diminutive  flower  form  of  its  parent,  Consummation. 
The  standards  of  medium  yellow  crown  the  deep  purple  falls 
edged  in  yellow.  Fertile . . . .  $12.50 

STRIPED  PANTS  (Sdlg.  84-4)  19".  Improved  width  of  standards 
and  falls  add  to  the  appeal  of  this  variegata.  The  domed  yellow 
standards  are  complemented  by  precise  brown  veiningon  basic 
yellow  falls.  Fertile  . . . . . . . $12.50 

Please  include  $2.50  shipping. 

TRACY  W.  JENNINGS 

(Zula  Hanson,  Consultant) 

P.O.  Box  524  Rockford,  MN  55373 

($1 .00  for  catalog ,  deductible  from  first  order) 


WAGONTRAIL  ACRES 

C.  T.  (Chuck)  Claussen 
Route  5,  Box  1  363 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  571 06 

Order  from  this  ad — no  catalog 


1989  TB  Introductions 

ANNA  MARIE  (Claussen)  TB  ML  34".  S.  Salmon  (RHS  27D);  F.  salmon  (27A),  gold  at  hafts  with 
deep  peach  veining;  Indian  orange  (32A)  beard;  ruffled.  EC,  HC  1986.  Sdlg  CC-80-61C 

(Peach  Float  X  Glory  Bound)  . . . . . . . .  $25.00 

DAKOTA  TREASURE  (Claussen)  TB  ML  33".  Ruffled  and  laced  salmon  (RHS  27A),  F.  lightly 
veined  wine  purple,  heavier  veining  at  hafts  extending  to  shoulders;  coral  beard  tipped  light 

salmon.  HC  1987.  Sdlg  CC-80-61 A  (Peach  Float  X  Glory  Bound) . $25.00 

ERIN  MARIE  (Claussen)  TB  ML  29".  S.  gleaming  white  with  green  cast;  F.  same,  veined  green; 
lemon  yellow  beard  tipped  white;  ruffled.  HC  1983.  Sdlg  CC-79-42  (Azure  Lights  X 

77-1 03A)  . . . $25.00 

SARA  LYNN  (Claussen)  TB  L  32".  S.  apricot  (RHS  24D)  with  pinkish  violet-gold  cast,  light 
purple  cast  and  purple  veining  inside  base;  F.  apricot  (24D),  W  darker  apricot  gold  rim, 
violet  midrib  line;  persimmon  orange  beard;  ruffled  and  laced.  Sdlg  CC-80-61  D  (Peach 

Float  X  Glory  Bound) . . . . . . . .  $25.00 

Add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling 
Any  two — $40.00 
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RODERICK  IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDENS 

Route  2,  Box  2199  Farmington,  MO  63641 

1989  Iris  Introductions 

KISSING  CIRCLE  (S.  Stevens)  TB,  30",  E-M.  Ruffled.  Stands  dark 
blue,  lighter  on  each  side  of  midrib,  plicata  markings.  Falls  are 
white  ground  with  V\  band  same  color  as  S.  plicata  markings  in 
white  area;  blue  beards.  Easy  bloomer,  good  branching.  Charmed 
Circle  X  Kiss.  Well  liked  in  Oklahoma  City  ...........  $25.00 

LFL  GOLDIE  (S.  Stevens)  TB,  30".  Ruffled  yellow  (RHS  16B)  self 
with  darker  (15 A)  shoulders  and  edge  on  falls;  matching  beards. 
Excellent  growth  habits  and  branching.  Launching  Pad  X  sdlg. 
.  $25.00 

MISS  EDNA  (S.  Stevens)  TB,  30".  Beautifully  ruffled  and  well 
branched.  White  with  light  yellow-orange  glow  rising  from  the 
base  to  the  midrib  in  the  stands,  set  off  by  very  prominent,  bushy, 
bright  orange  beards  which  give  this  variety  personality  plus. 
Named  for  our  dear  friend,  Edna  Dutton.  Miss  Dolly  Dollars  sdlg. 
by  C.  Benson  X  Lemon  Curls .  $30.00 

EASY  ELEGANCE  (S.  Stevens)  TB  34".  Elegantly  formed,  ruffled 
lavender  (RHS  76B)  reverse  amoena.  Red  beards  tipped  lavender 
with  a  lavender  line  extending  from  tip  of  beards  down  the  falls. 
Sdlg.  81-9-2:  ((Louise  Watts  x  sdlg.)  x  Chartreuse  Ruffles)  X 
Yellow  Tapestry .  $35.00 

KRISTI  MOORE  (D.  Moore  by  S.  Stevens,  selector)  TB,  34".  Beauti¬ 
fully  ruffled  and  heavily  laced  lavender.  Large  lighter  area 
around  orange  beards.  This  cross  produced  the  much  overlooked 
sib  Ole  Silver.  Glory  Bound  X  ((Favorite  Topic  x  Chamber  Music) 
x  Grand  Waltz) .  $35.00 

MOONLIGHT  MEDLEY  (S.  Stevens)  TB,  35".  Beautiful  ruffled  form 
and  well  branched  light  lavender.  Vs"  yellow  band  around  all 
petal  edges.  Yellow  at  the  base  and  hafts,  lighter  lavender  area 
around  yellow  beards.  One  of  the  beauties  from  Sheer  Poetry.  Sib 
to  Dorothy  Palmer . $35.00 

DEAR  DOROTHY  (E.  Roderick)  TB,  36",  M.  Yellow-orange  stands 
(RHS  20B),  light  powder  purple  (76B)  falls,  highlighted  on  edge 
and  hafts  with  color  of  stands.  Colors  are  smooth  and  compli¬ 
mentary  with  gold  dusting.  Round  flowers,  lovingly  ruffled  cli¬ 
max  the  uniqueness  of  this  beauty.  Good  branching  and  increase 
with  6-8  flowers.  Named  in  honor  of  Dorothy  Palmer  as  she  loved 
unusual  color  combinations,  and  this  is  from  her  Sheer  Poetry  X 
Copyright  . $35.00 

Please  add  $2.50  for  postage  and  handling,  and  Missouri  residents 

please  add  6%  sales  tax.  (Note  new  address). 
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ROWLAN  IRISES 


HENRY  C.  ROWLAN 

12  Roxbury  Drive  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72209 

1989  Louisiana  Iris  Introductions 

AMBER  DAWN  (Chowning/Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  Chow.  81-10,  32",  M.  Very 
nice  flaring  form.  A  bicolor  of  majolica  yellow  standards  with  brown  rib 
line.  Falls  are  amber  coppery  brown  with  large  yellow  lancehead  signal. 
Styles  are  edged  green  with  brown  rib  and  yellow  crests.  Slight  sweet 
fragrance.  Unknown  parentage  .............................  $25.00 

CAJUN  ROSE  (Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  85  LA  21,  33",  ML.  Lovely  magenta  rose 
(RHS  64C)  standards  with  white  halo,  and  ruby  red  (64A)  falls  with 
center  blending  to  magenta  rose  and  a  white  halo.  Greenish  yellow 
sunburst  signals.  Green  styles  edged  yellow,  magenta  rose  crests. 
Charlie’s  Michele  X  Black  Gamecock  .......................  $25.00 

DELTA  HONEY  (Chowning/Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  85  FC  13,  29",  M.  A  beautiful 
overlapping  and  semi-flaring  form.  Violet  purple  (RHS  7 7 A),  with 
yellow  signal  recessed  under  the  styles.  Yellow  styles  and  crests;  zigzag 
stalk.  Chowning  ’79  lavender  sdlg.  X  unknown  ..............  $25.00 

NO  DATA  (Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  85  LA  55,  29",  ML.  A  very  nice  drooping  Black 
Widow  type  form  of  deep  full  violet  with  greenish  line  signal.  Unknown 
parentage  ................................................  $20.00 

ROCKY  MARRIAGE  (Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  85  LA  8,  37",  M.  Beautiful  rho¬ 
donite  red  (RHS  51C)  with  sunray  raised  orange  line  bordered  cream 
signal.  Dr.  Dorman  X  Charlie’s  Michele  ......................  $25.00 

UPBEAT  (Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  85  LA  52,  35",  ML.  Very  lovely  semi-flaring  and 
overlapping  form  of  chartreuse  green  (RHS  ID)  with  slightly  darker 
styles  and  crests.  Green  line  signal.  77  G  1;  (Mrs.  Ira  Nelson  x  Gypsy 
Moon)  X  Ila  Nunn  . . .  . . .  $25.00 

VOODOO  SONG  (Rowlan  ’89)  Sdlg.  85  LA  22,  30",  ML.  Very  nice  flat  form. 
Spectrum  violet  (RHS  82B)  with  raised  orange  line  bordered  cream 
sunburst  pattern  signal.  Charlie’s  Michele  X  Black  Gamecock  $20.00 

The  above  1989  Louisiana  iris  introductions  are  being  co-introduced  with 
Comanche  Acres  Iris  Garden,  Route  1,  Box  258,  Gower,  MO  64454. 

SPECIAL  LOUISIANA  OFFER:  All  listed  1989  introductions — a  value  of 
$165.00— for  $120.00. 

Please  add  $3.00  per  order  for  handling  and  postage  costs.  If  you  wish  air 
shipping,  add  1.00  more.  I  ship  via  UPS  so  please  include  your  telephone 
number  or  directions  to  your  home  on  your  order.  I  ship  from  the  last  week 
of  August  (north)  through  October  (south). 

PRICE  LIST:  April  1, 1989,  of  previous  Louisiana  introductions  and  excess 
of  other  Louisiana  hybridizers’  irises  grown  in  my  garden.  Please  enclose  a 
25#  stamp. 


Extra  with  all  orders  except  the  special  offer. 
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Don  &  Bobbie  Shepard 
3342  IV.  Orangewood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 
Ph  (602)  841-1231 


1989  INTRODUCTIONS 


MA  MOO  JACK  (Shepard  ’89)  TB-44"-M  The  dignity  of  this  iris  pays  tribute  to 
deserving  friends  who  are  celebrating  their  40th  wedding  anniversary,  the 
Grodzinsky’s.  The  frilly  and  ruffled  stands  are  pale  cream  yellow  with  deeper  pale 
yellow  lace  edging.  The  same  pale  cream  yellow  falls  have  a  very  thin  deep  yellow 
edge  and  deep  bright  yellow  shoulders,  highlighted  by  large  blue  beards.  Show 
branching  and  lots  of  buds.  EC’88.  (Song  of  Norway  X  Well  Endowed)  .  .  $30.00 

GRIFFIN’S  PRIDE  (Shepard  ’89)  TB-40"-EM  Picked  by  the  National  Council  of  State 
Garden  Clubs  to  be  named  for  their  current  president,  Mrs.  Carroll  Griffin,  this 
clear  pristine  white  iris  stands  stately  in  the  garden.  The  beards  are  pure  white 
turning  orange  in  the  throat  of  the  bloom.  Excellent  branching,  10  to  13  buds  and 
leather  like  substance  are  part  of  the  excellence.  (Persian  Berry  X  Beauty  Crown) 
. . . . . . . .  . . . .  $30.00 


CHRIS-TOWN  JUBILEE  (Shepard  ’89)  TB-29"-EM  Judged  as  the  best  seedling  dur¬ 
ing  the  1986  spring  show  at  Chris-Town  Mall’s  25th  anniversary  celebration,  thus 
it’s  name!  Proportionately  sized  ruffled  cream  white  with  apricot  pink  infusion 
heavy  on  the  shoulders.  Coral  beards  end  pure  white.  (Persian  Berry  X  Becky  Lee) 
. . . . . . . . . $25.00 


BLUSHING  CHERRY  (Shepard  ’89)  TB-30"-E  This  iris  should  be  named  “By  De¬ 
mand.”  Our  customers  have  begged  us  for  years  to  introduce  it.  It  is  a  different 
shade  of  pink  with  lavender-blue  tones  and  has  an  interesting  white  “cat  whisker” 
ray  pattern  extending  from  coral  beards.  I  consider  it  a  garden  iris  that  will  bloom 
and  bloom  in  large  clumps.  Has  produced  interesting  seedlings,  usually  a  deep 
pink.  (Pink  Pom  Pom  X  Rose  Tatoo)  . . $25.00 

ARIZONA  WARRIOR  (Shepard  ’89)  TB-39"  E-RE.  Standing  like  a  warrior  in  the 
desert  this  dark  moroon  is  erect  with  deep  gold  shoulders  blending  to  rust  brown. 
A  lavender  blaze  is  prominent  at  the  tip  of  wide  deep  gold  beards  appearing  like  a 
warrior’s  sword.  (Persian  Berry  X  Chant) . . . . . $25.00 

ARIZONA  MOON  (Shepard  ’89)  TB-33"-EM  Lightly  laced  golden  yellow  with 
walnut  shoulders  melting  into  a  patterned  overlay.  Large  form  and  well  branched 
stalks  provide  a  long  bloom  period.  ((Mirror  Mirror  x  Burgundy  Brown)  X  Cata¬ 
lyst)  . . . . . . . .  $25.00 

BETTY  MY  LOVE  (Wickenkamp  ’89)  SPU-36"-M  Floyd  has  chosen  this  spectacular 
spuria  to  honor  his  beloved  wife  of  nearly  50  years.  Standards  and  stylearms  are 
pure  white  with  a  yellow  center  stripe.  Falls  are  golden  yellow  with  a  narrow  white 
rim.  Although  compact  size,  this  blossom  has  much  substance  lasting  4  days  in 
Arizona’s  90  degree  days.  (Burnished  Brass  X  Sp-79-1:  .(Burnished  Brass  x  un¬ 
known)  . . $20.00 

SONORAN  CABALLERO  (Wickenkamp  ’89)  SPU-41"-EM  Stand  back  and  watch 
this  baby  grow!  Dark  violet-blue,  almost  navy  blue,  with  a  small  tan  signal  veined 
dark  grey.  Stylearms  are  blended  white  to  lavender.  (Imperial  Plum  X  Love  for 
Leila)  . $20.00 

SONORAN  SENORITA  (Wickenkamp  ’89)  SPU-36-EM  This  lady  is  dominated  by 
rich  orange-yellow  coloring.  The  wide  rounded  compact  form  of  the  falls  and  the 
ruffling  make  this  choice  a  winner,  especially  for  floral  arrangements.  (Imperial 
Bronze  X  Archie  Owen) . $20.00 


Please  add  $3.00  postage  and  handling.  Catalog  on  request. 
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GEORGE  A.  SHOOP 


12560  S.W.  Douglas 


Portland,  OR  97225 


REGAL  AFFAIR  (Shoop  ’89)  TB,  36",  Midseason,  Pale  blue 
white  standards  with  pencil  rim  of  blue.  Wide,  flaring  purple 
falls,  white  haft  markings;  red  tangerine  beards.  Fine  plant, 
large  ruffled  flowers,  perfect  branching,  8-9  buds.  An  iris 
with  royal  poise!  Sdlg.  84-3:  inv.  two  generations  of  seedlings 
from  Delphi  and  Condottiere . .  $30.00 

SPRING  TIDINGS  (Shoop  ’89)  TB,  34",  Midseason.  Bright 
lavender  pink  self.  Ruffled  and  flaring  falls  that  lighten  in  the 
center;  tangerine  pink  beards.  Nicely  branched  with  7  buds. 
Flowers  have  good  carrying  power.  Sdlg.  82-10:  inv.  79-28, 
from  a  long  line  of  pinks  X  Today’s  Fashion . $30.00 

TORCHY  (Shoop  ’89)  SDB,  Midseason.  A  very  bright  orange 
self  with  red  tangerine  beards.  Lightly  ruffled.  Proportion  and 
growth  excellent.  Sdlg  84-38:  (Sunny  Honey  X  dwarf  sdlgs.) 


$10.00 


Two  of  the  above  TBs — $50.00 
And  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling 


BOB  AND  JUDY  HOLLINGWORTH 
124  SHERWOOD  RD.  EAST 
WILLIAMSTON 
MICHIGAN  48895 


SPECIALIZING  IN  SIBERIAN  IRISES 
OF  OUR  OWN  INTRODUCTION 
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HAROLD  L.  STAHLY 

8343  Manchester  Dr.  Grand  Blanc,  Michigan  48439 

1989  Introductions 

New  this  year  from  the  Robarts,  Simon,  and  Stahly  gardens: 

CHALET  (Stahly  ’89)  TB,  36",  M.  Light  yellow  standards,  creamy  white 
falls  wth  yellow  beards  and  hafts  and  pale  yellow  rim.  Wide,  ruffled, 
semi-flared  flowers  on  very  good  stalks  producing  9-12  buds.  Very  clean 
flowers  blooming  over  a  long  time  period.  Sdlg.  #  83-2  (Sun  King  x 
Playgirl)  .  $25.00 

ENDEARING  CALL  (Simon  ’89)  TB,  36",  M.  Lilac-lavender  self,  orange 
beards  tipped  white.  Beautifully  formed  flowers  produced  in  profusion; 
good  plant.  Sdlg.  #  35-16-10  (Enchanted  World  X  (Rondetta  x  Glory 
Bound)) . $25.00 

FLIPPED  OVER  (Robarts  ’89)  TB,  38",  M-L.  Light  red-violet  standards;  falls 
very  light  white  effect,  yellow  beards  tipped  white.  A  very  contrasty 
reverse  amoena,  unique  in  the  marked  red  tone  of  the  standards.  Good 
stalks  produce  8-9  well  formed,  large  blooms.  Slight,  sweet  fragrance. 
Sdlg.  #  81-27  ((Christmas  Time  x  Pink  Sleigh)  X  Sea  Lure)  ....  $25.00 

IGNITION  (Stahly  ’89)  BB,  24",  M.  Very  deep  violet  bitone,  nearly  a  self, 
with  red  beards.  The  beards  are  not  prominent,  but  this  approaches  the 
elusive  red-bearded  black.  A  good,  blocky  flower,  lightly  ruffled,  on  a 
vigorous  plant.  Sdlg.  #  8-1-A.  From  complex  seedlings  involving  Bar¬ 
celona,  Black  Swan,  Edenite,  Licorice  Stick,  Mary  Randall,  Orange 
Chariot,  and  Pretty  Carol  . $25.00 

LOVE  PORTRAIT  (Simon  ’89)  TB,  34",  M.  Frilly  light  pink  self  with  pink 
beards.  Very  clean,  pure  color  that  is  most  attractive;  much  ruffling.  You 
will  like  it.  (Demure  Miss  X  Carved  Marble)  . .  $25.00 

PAINTED  PONY  (Robarts  ’89)  TB,  30",  M.  Standards  clear  yellow,  deepen¬ 
ing  at  the  base;  falls  deep  yellow  at  hafts  and  pouring  down  around  the 
orange  beards,  the  color  then  changing  sharply  to  garnet  red-violet;  a 
unique  and  striking  color  combination.  Moderately  ruffled  blooms  in 
good  proportion  to  height  on  stalks  with  three  branches.  Slight  musky 
fragrance.  Sdlg.  #  107  ((Bayberry  Candle  x  Fiesta  Moon)  X  Mariachi) 
. . . . . $25.00 

WESTLAND  PRIDE  (Simon  ’89)  TB,  36",  M.  Brassy  brown  self  with  gold 
beards  tipped  brown.  Good,  clean  color  in  thoroughly  modern  ruffled 
flowers.  A  strong  plant  but  not  a  rapid  increaser.  Sdlg.  #  Mal-26-38 
(Malaysia  X  (Inferno  x  Mr.  Majestic)).  HC  ’84  . $25.00 

Please  include  $3.00  for  shipping  and  handling; 
give  street  address  for  UPS  delivery. 

Write  for  list  of  previous  introductions  of  Robarts,  Simon,  and  Stahly. 
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SPANISH  FORK  IRIS  GARDENS 

Darlene  Pinegar 

40  S.  200  West  Spanish  Fork,  UT  84660 

1989  Introductions 

CARAMEL  CONFECTION — TB,  M,  29".  S.  caramel  with  yellow- 
gold  midribs;  caramel  styles.  F.  have  white  center,  blending  to 
yellow,  with  caramel  maroon  plicata  markings  and  edge.  Maroon 
brown  hafts  and  center  stripe.  Deep  yellow  orange  beards.  Ruffled, 
5-7  buds.  Kilt  Lilt  X  Grand  Spectator . $25.00 

LITTLE  DAZZLER— BB,  EM-ML,  24".  Bright  yellow  S.  and  F. 
Red  brown  hafts  and  dotting  all  over  falls.  Deep  bright  yellow 
beards.  Lightly  ruffled.  Very  vigorous  with  lots  of  bloom-stalks  and 
increase,  5-7  buds.  Kilt  Lilt  X  Taste  of  Honey  . $15.00 

RED  HOT  MARGE— TB,  EM-M,  31".  Tan  gold  S.  flushed  light 
orchid,  narrow  gold  edge.  F.  red  with  orchid  shimmer,  light  center 
stripe,  gold  haft  markings,  and  !4"  gold  edge.  Deep  yellow  beards. 
Heavily  ruffled.  5-9  buds.  Kilt  Lilt  X  Grand  Spectator  .  .  $25.00 

ROCK  CANDY  MOUNTAIN— TB,  M  31".  Lt.  gold  S.  F.  have  rust 
hafts,  blending  to  gold,  with  orchid  blaze  beneath  deep  yellow 
beards.  Lightly  ruffled.  5  buds.  Gala  Madrid  X  Grand  Spectator 
. . . . . . .  $20.00 

TIMPANOGOS  SNOWS  (Pinegar  ’88).  TB,  M,  39".  Heavily  ruffled 
and  lightly  laced  pure  white;  deep  yellow  beards  tipped  white.  5-7 
buds  on  very  consistent  show  stalks.  Powder  Snow  X  Wedding  Vow 
. $20.00 

Many  other  TB,  AB  and  Median  irises.  Send  two  first  class  stamps  for 

descriptive  price  list.  Limited  stock  of  all  varieties. 


From  The  Editor 

The  late  delivery  of  the  January  Bulletin  was  a  disappointment  for  me,  but 
the  lateness  was  caused  by  one  of  those  things  that  “just  happen’’  from  time 
to  time.  So  many  steps  are  involved  in  production  that  delays  are  inevitable. 

Many  of  you  have  reported  difficulty  in  reaching  me  by  phone.  That’s 
understandable  since  I  teach  two  nights  and  work  at  ball  games,  two,  three, 
or  four  nights  per  week.  That  means  that  weekends  and  those  rare  free  nights 
are  used  for  personal  business  and  gardening  during  warm  weather.  If  it’s  an 
emergency,  keep  trying;  if  it’s  not,  try  a  letter. 

Kay  Nelson’s  work  with  the  advertisers  is  always  appreciated,  but  it  is  even 
more  important  with  the  April  issue.  Without  her  work,  you  might  never  get  a 
Bulletin  from  this  editor. 

Special  thanks  to  those  people  who  contributed  articles  without  solicita¬ 
tion.  Short  articles,  especially  those  about  unusual  events,  are  very  welcome. 
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ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 


Medians 

Dwarfs 

Tails 

Species 


Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 


Introducing  for 
Boswell,  Sindt,  Hobbs, 
Denkewitz,  &  Tankesley-Clarke 


peonies. 

Send  50c  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


Illustrated  Catalogue,  $1.00 

damgrove 
Rte.  1,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 

Attken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 

MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  K  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 

Send  $  1 .00  for  Catalog  &  Map 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 
P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 
PHONE:  504-868-5422 


BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 
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BILLIES  IRIS  GARDEN 

638  Ash  Street 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
509/525-9534 

Wide  variety  of  tall  bearded  irises, 
old  and  new.  Reasonable  prices. 
Send  75^  in  stamps  for  descriptive  list. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

“YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY" 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 


BORBELETA  GARDENS,  INC. 

15974  Canby  Avenue,  AIS 
Faribault,  MN  55021 
Phone:  (507)  334-2807 


Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


SDB  and  IB  Irises.  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Siberian  Irises,  5  acres,  newest 
and  latest  Lilies  and  Daylilies,  the 
very  newest  and  older  standbys. 

Send  $3.00  for  a  full  natural  color 
catalog  to  the  above  address. 


Iris 

Daylilies 

Hosta 

Peonies 

Perennials 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  7414  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 

Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


RANDY  &  SHELLEY  BROWN  S 
IRIS  GARDEN 

1 86  West  800  North 
Sunset,  Utah  84015 


Busse  Gardens 

“Ztfic  i.’fa  Ct^cx^nmaf  CCtoplft 

Rt.2  Box  238 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 
Catalog  $2.00 
Deduct  on  First  Order 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 
Catalog  on  request  after  March  15. 
Please  enclose  2  first  class  stamps. 


Send  First  class  stamp  for  descriptive 
price  list  of  newer  Tall  Bearded  Iris. 

GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  irises.  Also 
Spurias  and  Louisianas. 

Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp. 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 


VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 


Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


Ph.  717/755-0557 
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Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 
also  Siberian  Irises 

Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1 989  Catalog— $1 .00 
(refundable) 

cspjf/ee  fa*m 

w*sm 

15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 


COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 


COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 

COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 


Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  LA, 
Bulb  type  irises  and  Daylilies  at 
reasonable  prices. 

Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $2.00 

Refundable  with  order 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

I’m  back,  but  will  only  be  listing  Louisiana 
irises  this  year.  See  April  ad  for  my  1989 
median  introduction. 

Send  stamp  for  1 989  price  list 

IRIS  and  COLLECTABLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave.,  Tigard.  OR  97224 
Tctraploids 
MTB— IB— BB— TB 


Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 


COUNTRY  VIEW 
GARDENS 

of  Barb  Gibson 
13253  MeKeighan  Road 
Chesaning,  Ml  48616 

GROWERS  OF 
OVER  1,000  MEDIANS 

We  also  offer  MDBs,  TBs  and 
Siberians  at  reasonable  prices. 

Please  send  1  st  class  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 


Send  25c  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 

Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley, 

Don  Denney,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and 
Vernon  Wood. 

—  Send  50tf  for  catalog  — 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 
Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

Iris  Appliqued 

Flags  -  Sweatshirts 

Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES  IRIS  PATCH 

Route  5,  Box  382 

Huron,  SD  57350 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

Genotypes  Unlimited 

Specializing  in  Spurias 

Also,  Californicae 
(PCN’s),  Tall  Bearded  and 
a  wide  range  of  seeds. 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  50501 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 
TB— B  B — I B — SDB — MTB — M  DB 

Send  25 <f  stamp  for  list 

SDB  &  IB  Specials 

B.  Charles  Jenkins 

41 8A  Cayuga  Street 
Salinas,  CA  93901 
(408)422-2486 

Send  stamp  for  price  list. 

GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 

Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 

Reasonable  Prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard,  NE  69334 

f] 

/  B  ENSATA 

'  r  GARDENS 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW 

IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 

Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de¬ 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 

Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 

HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 

Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 
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A  ILLINI  IRIS 

JSB»  D.  STEVE  VARNER 

W*  N.  State  St.  Rd. 

Route  3,  Box  5 
hW  Monticello,  IL  61856 

w  i  Phone  21 7-762-3446 

*  Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 

Siberian  Irises 

Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 

nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8173  Stockton,  CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  Newest 

Tall  Bearded 

and  Featuring  Introductions  by 

*Joe  Gatty 
’“Keith  Keppel 

July/ August  shipment 

Send  $1.00  for  catalogue  with  pedigrees, 
deductible  from  first  order. 

KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

Carol  and  George  Lankow 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 

Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

Featuring  the  irises  of 

731 1  Churchill  Rd..  McLean,  VA  22101 

Jean  Witt,  Ken  Fisher, 

J  &  J  IRIS  GARDEN 

MayBelle  Wright,  Carol  Lankow 

Catalog  on  request 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 

725  -  20th  Avenue  West 

Cashmere,  Washington  988 1 5 

Kirkland,  WA  98033 

Introductions  of 

Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

Jack  Boushay 

113  S.W.  Fifth 

Newcastle,  OK  73065 

Tails  &  Medians 

Catalog  50e  in  stamps 

Harvey  Robinson  and  Chris  Vizvarie 

THE  J— LOT  GARDENS 

LAURIE'S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 

of  Lottie  Ogles 

1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

Californicae  (PCNs) 

REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  45c  stamp  for  lists  after 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 

March  1 

Springfield,  OR  97478 
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TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 


GARDENS 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 


MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


Write  for  free  price  list 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  Belle  Durto 


CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  44-page  Daylily  and  Loui¬ 
siana  Iris  Catalog  is  now  avail¬ 
able  for  $2.00 

THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 


•  RETAIL  AND  WHOLESALE 


•  EXCLUSIVE  "NO  FAULT" 
GUARANTEE 


RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 

M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 


•  FREE  PRICE  LIST  APRIL 
THROUGH  JULY 


cTVtafyott’s 

Qaicleijs 


4828  Jel la  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 


See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


MANCHESTER  GARDEN 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


COPY  DEADLINES 


614  Nandale 
Manchester,  MO  63021 

Iris  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Many  varieties — bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 


January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  .....  July  1 5 
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MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95205 

Semi-retired:  Now  listing  only 
our  own  introductions  for  1989 
and  the  introductions  of  the 
past  three  years. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 

COLOR  BROCHURE  $1.00  on  request 


miller's  fHanor 
(Sarhens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 
Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


n 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 

$1.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 

Mid-America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 


MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Byers/Bill  Gibbs 
P.O.  Box  367 
Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and 
rebloomers.  An  extensive  listing 
of  many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB, 
BB,  MTB,  IB,  SDB  and  MDB 
irises. 

You'll  like  the  varietal  informa¬ 
tion  and  the  prices  in  our  cata¬ 
log.  It's  free! 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Spme  MEDIANS. 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 
Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
Send  stamp  for  price  list. 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 
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NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

MDB  -  MEDIANS  -  TB  -  REBLOOMERS 
SIBERIAN  -  JAPANESE  -  SPECIES 
ALSO  DAYLILIES 
4724  ANGUS  DRIVE 
GAINESVILLE,  VA  22065 
CATALOG  $1 .00;  REFUNDABLE 

uMofttfc  3kis  Qmdens 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
Specialties:  Hand  Carved  Iris  Letter 
Openers 

Jlris  Wind  Chimes 

,  Iris  Clapper  for  your 

Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 
Send  45#  stamp  for  price  list. 

WEATHER  RESISTANT 
METAL  MARKERS 


Bob  Thomason's 

OKIE  IRIS  GARDENS 

P.O.  Box  60673 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
73146 

Many  older  irises  and  some 
newer  ones  at  reasonable 
prices. 

Send  50c  in  stamps  for  catalog 
(refunded  with  order). 


OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

606%  Old  Douglas  Rd, 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featuring  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Mjller — ’Dancing  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 


PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 


For  identification 
of  your 
flowers  &  vegetables 


Designed  and  in  use  for 
over  20  years  at  Grace 
Gardens  in  Baraboo,  Wl, 
these  weather  resistnat 
markers  feature  9  guage 
galvanized  wire  with 
aluminum  tags.  Place 
name  on  tag  with  Dymo 
type  tape. 


SABLE 


Pkg.  10  markers  only  $4.50 
or  SAVE 

Pkg.  50  markers  just  $20.00 
*Add  1 5%  for  Shipping 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES 

by  Frances  E.  Schluter 


LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  is  a  comprehensive  look  at  Iris 
mythology,  development  and  care.  This  61  page,  soft 
cover  book  is  useful  for  beginning  and  experienced 
gardeners.  LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  can  be  yours  for  only 
$3.00. 


OLIVER  HOUSE 

260  Madison  St.  Mondovi,  Wl  54755 


Sibley,  Dazey, 

North  Dakota  58429 

400  Tall  Bearded  Varieties 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 

Send  Stamp  for  Price  List 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

of 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 

See  our  ads  in  the 
January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 
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RANCHO 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 
Color  Illustrations 


RILEY'S  IRIS  GARDENS 

Growing  over  1 , 1 50  varieties 
and  specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 
introduction.  This  stock  is  cold 
hardy  and  Minnesota  tough! 

Send  SI. 00  for  a  descriptive 
catalog  listing  to: 


Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 
Available  April  thru  July 


REATH’S  NURSERY 

P.O.  Box  521B 
Vulcan,  MI  49892 


Deb  Riley 

1 1 4  Miller  Circle  Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 
Phone:  (612)  564-4406 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Quality  Dwarf  and  Median  Irises 
MTB  introductions  of  Kenneth  Fisher 

TRACY  W.  JENNINGS 
(Zula  Hanson,  Consultant) 

P.O.  Box  524.  Rockford,  MN  55373 

($1.00  for  catalog ,  deduct  from  1st  order) 


RODERICK 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  2199 
Farmington,  MO  63640 


The  finest 

PEONIES 
TREE  PEONIES 
DAFFODILS 
HOSTAS 

Send  $1.00  for  color  catalog 


Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 
Send  25 <t  or  stomp  for  price  list 
(Please  note  new  address) 


IRIS  GARDENS 

3629  Quinaby  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 


RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1146  W.  Rialto 
Fresno,  CA  93705 


GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 


DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Rehlooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 
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SCHLIEFERT 

IRIS  GARDENS 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 

Since  1935 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  price  list. 

SPRUCE  GARDENS 

Rt.  2,  Box  101 

Wisner,  NE  68791 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 

SHILOH  GARDEN 

Stan  and  Vickie  Courtney 

Rt.  1,  Box  11 A 

Pawnee,  IL  62558 

350  TB  varieties 

Send  25^  stamp  for  catalog 

3342  W.  Onngetvood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 
BEARDED-LOUISIANA-SPURIA 

Over  1 000  Choices 
GUARANTEED  QUALITY 

Send  254  stamp  for  catalog 

SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 

Sara  Doonan,  Master  Gardener 

SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

(New  owners  and  location) 

NORVEL  and  RITA  GLASCOCK 

Route  2  -  Box  84 

Cynthiana,  Kentucky  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 

Send  stamp  for  catalog  -  no  color 

TB’S  PLACE 

1513  Ernie  Lane 

Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 

Just  another  iris  garden 

Write  for  catalog 

r  - \i 


PLANT  MARKERS 

// 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 

)  Ys 

metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 

and  economical. 

sfi-'KL 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 

envelope  for  description,  price  list 

\ii/  Uh  umber 

and  picture. 

George  &  Margaret  Sutton 

F.  R.  CJNRC1H 

16592  Road  208 

37  Oaknoll  Road 

Porterville,  CA  93257 

y  Send  50<t  for  catalog  j 

Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 
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URANIUM  COUNTRY  GARDENS 

728  -  1675  R«±,  Delta,  CO  81416 
Our  30th  Year 

Finest  new  varieties  and 
a  large  collection  of  classics 
Catalog — 25  $  stamp 


THE  WILD  MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 

Featuring  Tall  Bearded  and 
Arilbred  Irises  of 
Fred  and  Mary  Gadd 
Catalog  $1 .00 


WEIR  GARDENS 

Iris  —  Daylilies 

Route  1,  Box  99C 
Kingston,  TN  37763 

Price  List 


COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  .... _ Jan.  15 

July  issue  . . Apr.  15 

October  issue  .....  July  15 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One-inch 

$  30.00 

Two-inch 

$ 

40.00 

Three-Inch 

$  50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-quarter  page 

$  31.00 

Two-thirds  page 

$ 

73.00 

One-third  page 

$  40.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$ 

82.00 

One-half  page 

$  56.00 

Full  page 

$100.00 

Full  page,  color 

$200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to: 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O.Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 


IT’S  NOT  TOO  LATE  TO 

Start  . 
something 
-a  /r great  in ,  . 

Memphis 


April  29  -  May  3,  1989 

Send  $150  registration  fee  to:  Miss  Lucy  Carrington  Jones,  3550 
Lakeview  Road,  Memphis,  Tennessee  381 16. 

Convention  Headquarters  at  The  Peabody,  149  Union  Avenue, 
Memphis,  TN  381 03.  Call  Toll  Free  (800)  238-7373.  Rates:  Single  $70, 
Double  $85,  Triple  $90,  Quad  $100. 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01085 

2 —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3 —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Sterling  Innerst,  2700A  Oakland  Rd., 
Dover,  PA  17315 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

P.O.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Carol  Morgan,  G1 384  Westwood  Dr.,  Flint, 

Ml  48532 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Joseph  Christopher,  1522  Mercury  Blvd., 

Murfreesboro,  TN  37130. 

8—  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Donald  Koza,  1171  E.  Idaho  Ave.,  St. 
Paul,  MN  55106 

9  —  Illinois:  Melody  Wilhoit,  Route  1 ,  Box  141 ,  Kansas,  IL  61933 

10  — Louisiana:  Mrs.  Ed.  Ostheimer,  P.O.  Box  485,  Houma,  LA  70361. 

1 1  —  Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Rose  Mary  Baier,  606  Montana  Avenue, 

Missoula,  MT  59802 

12  — Utah:  Paul  Smith,  324  East,  700  North,  Pleasant  Grove,  UT  84062 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Barbara  Aitken,  608  NW  119th  St., 

Vancouver,  WA  98685. 

14 — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  James  P.  McWhirter,  201 
Waller  #303,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

15  — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Ralph  Strane,  7403  Archibald  Ave., 

Rancho  Cucamonga,  CA  91730. 

1 6  —  Canada:  John  McMillen,  R.R.  #1 ,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 

1 7  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  — Kansas  and  Missouri:  Mrs.  Meredith  (Leda)  Christlieb,  Route  1,  Box 

101,  Severy,  KS  67137 

19  — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Avenue, 

Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Betty  Jamieson,  26  Cambre  Circle,  Hot 
Springs  Village,  AR  71909 

23  —  New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Sarah  Scruggs,  Route  2  Box  217,  Gun- 
tersville,  AL  35976. 
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GARDENS 


TOP 

QUALITY 

IRIS 

From 
the 
“ Top 
of  the 
World ” 


PALAZZO  (Tom  Magee  ’88)  TB  38"  ML.  Openly  gaudy  baroque 
deco.  Falls  semi-flaring  grandiose  florid  facade.  Std.  upright 
strong  garlanded  pilaster  mid  rib  holding  rococo  flutes  and 
volutes.  Cherub  styles  cavort  in  rhythmical  Italian  opulence.  A 
villa  of  gleaming  light  yellow,  ivory  and  gold  gilt]  Colorado 
Sunshine  X  Wedding  Cake.  2  ECs  1985,  HC  1985. . . .  $35,00 


SEE 

OUR  AD 
ON 

PAGE  78. 


SKY  SURF  (Tom  Magee  ’89)  TB  40"  M  Foam  white  self.  Stds. 
shaded  space  blue:  Falls  shaded  ocean  green.  Semi  flaring 
falls  scroll  edged  as  sea  waves  splash  rocky  coast.  Colorado 
Sunshine  X  Winter  Pines  .........................  $20.00 


KALAMAZOO  (Hazzard  '89)  $25.00 

Also  new  for  1989  is  CREPE  PAPER  (James  Copeland,  Jr. )  and  KINA 
(Jill  Copeland).  Full  descriptions  are  in  our  1989  catalog  of  Jap¬ 
anese  Iris,  available  for  $2.00. 

ENSATA  GARDENS 

Bob  Bauer  John  Coble 

9823  E.  Michigan  Galesburg,  MI  49053 


ENSATA  GARDENS 

JAPANESE  IRIS  SPECIALISTS 
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the  cultur^ar^ improvement  of  the  IRIS. 
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From  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 

James  Rasmussen 


Recently  I  attended  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  the  Hutchinson,  Kansas,  Iris 
Club.  It  was  great  to  get  back  to  the  hometown  club,  see  the  old  members 
again,  reminisce  about  the  years  that  have  gone  by  and  remember  the  friends 
who  are  no  longer  with  us.  The  historians  of  this  club  have  done  an  outstand¬ 
ing  job  over  the  years  in  the  way  they  have  preserved  information  about  its 
people  and  events.  If  clubs  and  regions  do  not  have  active  historians  who 
record  items  of  interest  and  maintain  scrapbooks  and  files,  such  information 
becomes  irretrievably  lost — a  loss  not  only  to  these  organizations,  but  to  each 
member  for  whom  shared  memories  are  an  important  part  of  a  life-long 
interest  in  the  iris  and  its  people. 

This  same  idea  of  keeping  our  history  alive  is  also  true  of  preserving  irises  of 
the  past.  The  new  introductions  that  thrill  us  each  year  would  not  be  here 
without  the  iris  parents  that  came  before  them.  HIPS,  the  Historical  Iris 
Preservation  Society,  is  working  toward  keeping  this  part  of  our  heritage  from 
becoming  just  the  memories  of  a  few.  We  must  all  take  an  interest  in  preserv¬ 
ing  the  past. 

We  wish  to  thank  Jim  Browne  and  his  committee  for  a  wonderful  time  in 
Memphis.  The  fine  Peabody  Hotel  with  the  daily  appearance  of  its  ducks 
impressed  and  amused  all  convention  goers  who  renewed  old  friendships 
and  formed  new  ones. 

Now  that  we  are  back  and  working  our  flower  beds  this  summer,  a  nice 
gesture  will  be  to  give  a  collection  of  rhizomes  to  someone  who  will  not  only 
enjoy  them  and  care  for  them,  but  might  even  become  a  member  of  AIS. 
When  you  give  away  irises,  have  on  hand  a  few  “Invitation  to  Join”  folders  and 
pass  one  on  with  the  rhizomes.  This  might  do  wonders  for  our  membership 
rolls!  Remember  especially  the  younger  visitors  to  your  garden  with  a  rhi¬ 
zome,  an  invitation,  a  helpful  hint  and  a  smile — your  best  investment  in  the 
future  of  the  American  Iris  Society. 
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ANNUAL  PRESIDENTIAL  LETTER 
The  American  Iris  Society 
July  1 , 1989 

Each  year  the  terms  of  office  expire  for  one-third  of  the  twelve  directors  of 
The  American  Iris  Society,  and  four  are  elected  to  fill  those  positions.  As 
provided  in  the  AIS  bylaws,  a  five-member  Personnel  Committee  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  AIS  Board  of  Directors  candidates  for  nomination  as  directors. 
The  Personnel  Committee  consists  of  two  directors  chosen  by  the  Board  of 
Directors,  two  RVPs  elected  by  the  Board  of  Counsellors,  and  one  Section 
member  selected  by  the  Section  Advisory  Board. 

As  approved  during  the  spring,  1989,  meeting  in  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
three  incumbent  directors  eligible  for  additional  terms  were  renominated,  and 
in  addition,  Dave  Niswonger  was  nominated  to  complete  the  slate  of  four. 
Therefore,  approved  in  accordance  with  the  AIS  bylaws,  the  nominees  are: 

Claire  B.  Barr 
Emma  Hobbs 
Dave  Niswonger 
Olive  Rice-Waters 

The  bylaws  provide  that  nominations  may  be  made  by  any  forty  members, 
of  whom  not  more  than  fifteen  may  be  located  in  any  one  region.  Such 
additional  nominations  must  be  received  by  the  AIS  Secretary  on  or  before 
September  1,  1989.  Should  additional  nominations  be  made,  a  ballot  on 
which  all  nominees  are  listed  will  be  mailed  on  or  before  October  1 , 1989,  to  all 
AIS  members  and  must  be  received  by  the  AIS  Secretary  or  Election  Commit¬ 
tee  (if  one  is  appointed)  on  or  before  November  1,  1989.  If  there  are  no 
nominations  in  addition  to  those  listed  above,  issuance  of  a  ballot  may  be 
omitted. 

JAMES  RASMUSSEN,  President 


Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors’  Meeting  in  Memphis,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  during  the  annual  AIS  Convention  will  appear  in  the 
October,  1989,  issue  of  the  Bulletin. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $1 5.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . complete  . . .  $5.00 

pages  only. . .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

NEW:  Iris  Notes,  31/2  x  51/2,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden,  $6.00  per  pack,  3  for  $1 7.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes 
and  envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1:  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Iris  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS  . Packet  of  6,  $1 0.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  1 1"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . . . . . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  1/2"  x  W  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE . each  $1 .25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1988  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including 
addresses . $6.50 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . Packet  $2.00;  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST  . $15.00 

Reprint,  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 

1988  Edition . .  $4.00  1985  . $4.00 

1978  . $3.50  1986  . $4.00 

1984  . $3.50  1987  . $4.00 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available  . . . $2.50 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . $1.50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
prizes,  and  special  awards. 

AIS  SEALS  . Pack— $2.50;  5  Packs— $10.00 

Self-adhesive  ovals  larger  than  a  half  dollar,  official  design  in  blue  and  green  on  a 
silver  background.  (50  per  pack) 

Prices  include  postage  and  handling. 

Make  checks  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society 


Send  order  to  Charles  J.  Lack,  718  West  67th  Street,  Tulsa,  OK  74132 

Phone  (918)  445-2222 
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1989  Membership  Contest 

The  1989  Membership  Contest  will  recognize  both  individuals  and  affiliates 
who  enroll  new  members  in  A.I.S.  during  the  current  calendar  year. 

During  the  1990  A.I.S.  National  Convention,  one  award  will  be  presented  to 
an  individual  and  one  to  an  A.I.S.  Affiliate  who  have  accumulated  the  largest 
number  of  points  in  the  contest.  As  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past,  the 
individual  in  each  region  who  obtains  the  highest  number  of  points  (with  a 
minimum  of  30)  will  be  awarded  a  certificate  of  achievement.  Names  of  the 
national  winners  will  be  published  in  the  April  1990  BULLETIN. 

Each  affiliate  must  decide  whether  its  members  will  participate  in  the 
contest  on  an  individual  or  group  basis.  Points  will  be  credited  in  each 
division  as  follows: 

10  points  for  each  new  single  annual  membership 
15  points  for  each  new  family  annual 
20  points  for  each  new  single  triennial 
25  points  for  each  new  family  triennial 
10  points  for  converting  single  annual  to  single  triennial 
20  points  for  converting  family  annual  to  family  triennial 
5  points  for  converting  single  to  family 
Please  note:  No  points  are  given  for  youth  memberships. 

Rules 

1.  Application  for  membership  and  payment  of  dues  should  be  made  to  the 
A.I.S.  Membership  Secretary,  not  to  the  Contest  Chairman. 

2.  Notice  of  new  membership  should  be  sent  to  RVP  and/or  Regional  Mem¬ 
bership  Chairman  within  30  days. 

3.  All  Regional  Membership  Chairpersons  should  send  new  member  infor¬ 
mation  to  their  RVPs  for  verification. 

4.  Each  new  membership  should  be  reported  on  separate  3x5  card  or  piece 
of  paper  listing  the  following  information:  Region  number,  membership 
number  of  new  member  (if  available);  type  of  membership — single,  family, 
youth,  life,  annual,  triennial;  name  and  address  of  new  member;  name  and 
address  of  sponsoring  member  of  affiliate. 

5.  Membership  information  should  be  submitted  promptly  to  the  A.I.S.  Con¬ 
test  Chairman  Mary  Kearney,  Route  3,  Box  412,  Guntersville,  AL  35976  at 
least  once  each  quarter.  Only  those  memberships  properly  reported  will 
be  counted. 

6.  New  memberships  should  be  credited  only  to  the  participant  or  affiliate 
actually  securing  them. 

7.  Renewal  of  memberships  after  a  lapse  of  two  years  will  count  as  new 
members. 

8.  New  memberships  received  by  the  Membership  Secretary  after  January  7, 
1990  will  not  be  counted  for  the  1989  contest. 
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1988  MEMBERSHIP  CONTEST 

Mary  Kearney 


First  Place  Winner:  W.W.  Vines,  Region  7  775  points 

Second  Place:  Bryce  Williamson,  Region  14  400  points 

Third  Place:  Mrs.  Richard  Averitt,  Region  7  385  points 

Fourth  Place:  Koen  Engelen,  Overseas  290  points 

Fifth  Place:  John  McMillen,  Region  16  230  points 


Regions  3,  5,  8, 11, 12, 19,  and  20  members  did  not  enter  the  contest. 
The  contest  rules  are  the  same  as  in  the  past.  Please  follow  the  rules  as 
shown  in  this  Bulletin. 

Region  7  continues  to  add  more  members  annually.  In  1988,  the  points 
earned  in  that  region  were  1830  submitted  by  ten  members  and  the 
Southern  Kentucky  Iris  Society.  Koen  Engelen  of  Belgium  enrolled  thirty- 
nine  new  members  during  1988. 


1992  Beardless  Guest  Iris  Request 

Region  5  Comes  Alive  in  1992 

Region  5  and  its  AlS-affiliated  local  societies  will  host  the  1992  American 
Iris  Society  National  Convention  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  This  fall,  beardless  iris 
hybridizers  are  invited  to  send  guest  plants  of  recent  introductions  and 
seedlings  under  serious  consideration  for  introduction. 

The  1992  Convention  will  feature  a  master  planting  and  an  additional  ten 
guest  gardens.  Four  (4)  of  these  gardens  will  include  an  exhibit  of  beardless 
irises.  Please  note  that  Siberian,  Spuria,  and  Louisiana  irises  do  well  in  our 
climate,  but,  Japanese  irises  may  not  bloom  during  our  convention  dates, 
and  Pacific  Coast  irises  do  not  grow  outdoors  here. 

Because  beardless  irises  can  die  if  their  roots  are  allowed  to  dry  out,  the 
procedure  for  accepting  these  guest  plants  will  be  handled  by  the  following 
method: 

1.  Before  any  shipments  of  beardless  irises  are  made,  those  hybridizers 
wishing  to  send  official  guest  plants  are  to  notify  the  1992  Guest  Iris 
Chairmen: 

Steve  and  Janet  Embry 
867  Rockbridge  Way 
Norcross,  Georgia  30093 
404-923-4828 

2.  Notification  should  be  made  before  September  1,  1989,  and  in  writing. 

3.  Include  in  your  letter: 

a)  the  types  of  beardless  irises  you  would  like  to  submit 

b)  list  under  each  type,  the  varieties  by  name  or  seedling  number 
which  you  would  like  to  submit  and, 
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c)  indicate  beside  each  variety  the  number  of  clumps  you  would  be 
willing  to  submit. 

Multiple  clumps  of  a  variety,  if  available,  will  be  distributed  among  the  guest 
gardens  in  order  to  improve  the  chances  for  attractive  blooms  during  the 
convention. 

4.  Upon  receipt  of  the  hybridizer’s  letter,  the  Guest  Iris  Chairmen  will  then 
notify  the  hybridizer  of  which  varieties  to  send  and  to  which  gardens  they 
should  be  sent. 

With  the  hybridizer  directly  mailing  his  plants  to  the  guest  gardens,  we 
hope  to  minimize  iris  losses  and  provide  a  successful  showing  of  beardless 
irises  at  the  convention. 

5.  When  the  hybridizer  mails  the  guest  plants  to  the  gardens,  each  clump 
should  have  the  following  information  attached  to  it: 

a)  Hybridizer’s  name  and  address 

b)  Name  of  the  variety  or  number  of  the  seedling 

c)  Type  of  iris 

d)  Height,  color,  and  bloom  period 

e)  Year  of  introduction 

f)  Master  packing  list  in  each  box  sent  to  guest  gardens. 

6.  A  copy  of  the  above  information  and  the  name  of  the  garden  which  is  to 
receive  these  plants  MUST  also  be  sent  to  the  Guest  Iris  Chairmen  by 
registered  mail,  return  receipt  requested. 

The  convention  committee  and  the  owners  of  the  tour  gardens  will  follow 
the  statement  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  as  printed  in  the  AIS  Convention  Hand¬ 
book. 

The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses  beyond  its 
control.  Listing  of  beardless  irises  in  the  Convention  Booklet  will  only  apply  to 
those  plants  which  were  mailed  to  the  guest  gardens  by  the  above  procedure 
and  whose  plant  information  was  sent  by  the  hybridizer  to  the  Guest  Iris 
Chairmen. 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  20-24 

1991 

Washington  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1994 

Portland,  OR 

1995 

Hershey,  PA 
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Siberian  Irises  in  Cultivation — 

A  History 

B.  Leroy  Davidson  (Washington) 


Over  many  years  and  many  successive  generations  most  cultivated  plants 
tend  to  resemble  less  and  less  their  wildflower  antecedents  and  to  evolve  to 
recongizable  garden  strains.  This  may  be  quite  a  subtle  or  imperceptible 
change,  and  it  is  influenced  by  two  quite  different  factors.  The  first,  of  course, 
is  the  inherent  ability  (or  lack  of  it)  of  any  breadth  of  genetic  expression — the 
sameness  or  the  differences  of  the  individuals.  When  mankind  enters  into  the 
picture  the  second  influence  evinces  itself — the  preservation  of  recessive 
characters  due  to  his  “unnatural”  selection.  These  would  in  nature  be  quite 
lost  as  overwhelmed  by  the  dominants,  whereas  in  the  garden  they  are  prized 
as  being  different.  All  this  is,  of  course,  quite  aside  from  the  more  evident 
variations  resulting  from  the  process  called  hybridity,  at  least  in  most  plants, 
including  irises. 

First  in  cultivation  we  had  Iris  siblrica.  It  was  numbered  among  the  first 
Linnaean  species  published  in  SPECIES  PLANTARUM  in  1753  and  is  known 
to  have  been  in  cultivation  in  England  before  1600,  probably  even  earlier  in 
monastery  gardens  on  the  continent.  As  a  garden  plant  it  has  not  proven 
especially  exciting  for  variable  flowers,  though  the  plants  may  be  short  or  tall, 
the  colors  tending  to  pastel  veining  of  lavender-blue  on  paler  or  white  ground 
or  on  occasion  totally  white. 

At  about  this  same  time  a  second  species  came  to  be  known  to  science  as 
first  found  in  eastern  Siberia  by  Thunberg  and  described  as  I.  orientalis  in 
1794.  By  the  rules  for  naming  things  it  is  now  called  I.  sanqulnea.  For  over  a 
century  it  remained  a  contention  whether  the  two  were  one  and  the  same 
species,  I.  slbirlca,  or  if  the  latter  was  an  eastern  counterpart.  I.  sanqulnea  is 
known  to  have  been  cultivated  in  Japan  as  early  as  1681,  though  it  was  not  to 
be  introduced  to  western  gardens  until  brought  to  England  by  Peter  Barr 
around  1900.  Ftowever  the  checklist  records  that  Krelage  in  Holland  listed  it  as 
early  as  1882,  probably  seed-grown  and  not  authenticated. 

This  was  immediately  accepted  for  its  ample  flowers,  but  in  making  com¬ 
parisons  of  this  nature  it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  a  degree  of  man’s 
selectivity  is  involved.  The  wild  forms  of  both  are  essentially  today  as  they 
were  then  and  somehow  lacking  those  little  “refinements”  that  are  the  obvious 
result  of  horticulture.  The  controversy  continued,  and  Barr’s  EMPEROR  and 
SNOW  QUEEN  won  many  honors  and  were  much  sought  after. 

Then  came  hybridity  when  the  two  species  were  thrown  together;  Grey- 
Wilson  commented  in  his  book  of  Siberian  Irises  of  1971  that  they  warrant 
further  study  “for  they  have  been  so  crossed  in  cultivation  that  we’ve  almost 
lost  sight  of  the  two  species.”  Yet  in  spite  of  this  statement  there  are  sur¬ 
prisingly  few  early  records  authenticating  such  crosses,  and  in  fact  much  of 
the  so-called  history  is  no  more  than  surmise. 
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IRIS  SANGUINEA 


Illustrations  from  ASDA 
Farmer’s  Bulletin  #1406 
GARDEN  IRISES  written 
by  B.Y.  Morrison,  AIS  editor. 
Available  from  the  Gummint 
Printing  Office  for  50  in 
1926.  My  copy  now  so  frag¬ 
ile  on  gummint  paper,  cost 
me  $8.50. 


IRIS  SIBIRICA 
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A  contributor  to  the  British  journal  THE  GARDEN  signing  himself  only  “F” — 
undoubtedly  Michael  Foster— wrote  in  September  1881 :  “Though  the  general 
structure  of  the  iris  flower  is  beyond  question  specially  adapted  for  fertilization 
by  means  of  insects,  several  kinds  are  readily  capable  of  self  fertilization,  and 
I  believe  L  sibirica  is  one  of  these;  it  seeds  most  abundantly.”  This  was  proven 
a  long  time  later  by  the  late  Dr.  McGarvey. 

Another  clue  to  the  early  origins  of  garden  material  comes  from  an  entry  in 
the  AIS  bulletin  number  2  of  January  1921  where  Sir  Arthur  Hort  wrote:  “I  have 
never  pollinated  /.  sibirica  nor  its  Asiatic  counterpart  but  some  years  ago  I 
used  to  sow  seed  from  the  best  forms  Michael  Foster  had  given  me,  es¬ 
pecially  a  lovely  light  blue,  and  I  now  have  a  rich  variety  of  this  tribe,  the  best  of 
which  have  the  tall  sibirica  habit  combined  with  the  red  spathes  and  larger 
flowers  of  the  other.  I  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  name  a  few.  ...”  What  was 
most  intriguing  to  him  was  the  fact  that  he  could  assign  these  to  neither 
species,  which  had  by  then  been  defined  by  Dykes  as  two  distinct  though 
related  species.  They  quite  muddled  the  picture. 

We  might  wonder  if  Amos  Perry  too  did  not  have  some  of  these  same  plants 
from  his  old  friend  Foster,  and  indeed  it  is  quite  unthinkable  that  he  did  not.  As 
the  parentages  of  his  garden  Siberians  are  not  recorded,  it  is  only  to  be 
concluded  that  they  came  about  the  same  way.  Though  for  the  most  part 
resembling  I.  sibirica  they  have  not  yielded  any  outstanding  breaks  as  other 
hybrid  lines  have  done,  so  this  may  be  only  idle  thought.  The  one  called  MRS. 
PERRY  was  said  to  come  “almost  true”  from  seed.  The  Perry  Siberians  were 
exceedingly  popular  and  many  are  still  widely  grown. 

The  next  chapters  of  the  Saga  of  Garden  Siberians  were  staged  in  Canada, 
where  Miss  Isabella  Preston,  a  recent  Kew  graduate  had  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Dominion  Experiment  Station  in  1920.  Thinking  to  get  a  nice  white  flower  on  an 
appropriately  tall  plant,  she  interbred  I.  sibirica  MAXIMA  with  I.  sanguinea 
SNOW  QUEEN,  making  the  cross  both  ways .  From  the  results  were  registered 
a  number  of  fine  whites  and  one  of  them,  which  in  her  writing  she  referred  to 
as  MATAPEDIA,  answered  her  quest  admirably,  but  we  hear  nothing  more  of 
it,  unless  it  was  the  one  introduced  as  MATANE. 

From  the  reciprocal  cross  came  one  of  the  landmarks  in  the  saga, 
GATINEAU  (I.  sibirica  MAXIMA  X  SNOW  QUEEN.)  It  was  heralded  as  it 
should  have  been  and  remains  popular  today,  one  of  the  greatest  parents, 
and  a  grandparent  or  great  grandparent  to  the  best  we  have  today. 

Nearby  outside  Toronto,  Cleveland  Morgan  was  also  breeding  these  irises, 
but  from  quite  different  stocks.  Using  two  blues,  I.  sibirica  NIGRESCENS  and 
I.  sanguinea  BLUE  KING,  he  gave  the  world  CAESAR  in  1924  and  later 
CAESARS  BROTHER.  Only  by  inference  are  they  siblings,  and  it  is  more  likely 
that  the  latter  is  more  a  son  or  grandson  than  a  brother. 

For  the  following  several  decades  there  was  a  definite  doldrum  in  the 
Siberian  Saga.  Although  the  registrations  indicate  a  certain  vitality  at  the 
breeding  end,  not  much  was  really  happening.  Nevertheless,  some  signifi¬ 
cant  plants  were  produced,  even  from  unrecorded  pedigrees  and  utter 
chance.  Mrs.  Cleveland’s  TYCOON  is  certainly  to  be  acclaimed  among  these 
and  there  were  others;  from  the  pedigreed  registrations  were  Gage’s  SNOW- 
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CREST,  Whitney’s  ERIC  THE  RED  and  Hall’s  ROYAL  ENSIGN,  all  now  proven 
and  important  influences  as  well  as  good  garden  plants. 

Although  more  recently  WHITE  SWIRL  has  without  doubt  been  the  single 
most  influential  breeder,  and  she  has  set  the  Siberians  rightly  back  in  the 
popularity  race,  we  might  consider  that  without  such  sires  as  TYCOON  and 
CAESARS  BROTHER  she  might  never  have  become  so  highly  esteemed. 
Another  one  without  pedigree,  she  is  unique  in  not  (or  seldom)  producing 
pollen  and  therefore  lacking  the  self-compatibility  common  to  most  of  her 
kind.  Long  after  she’d  become  famous,  Cassebeer  was  musing  on  where  she 
came  from  and  concluded  that  of  what  was  in  the  garden  her  parents  could 
only  have  been  SNOWCREST  and  GATINEAU. 

So  then,  this  is  a  look  at  the  ancient  history.  What  has  happened  since 
WHITE  SWIRL  is  well  known.  Really  progressive  breeders  are  carrying  on  the 
research  that  results  in  new  colors  and  patterns.  Looking  at  what  we  have 
today — and  dreaming  about  tomorrow — as  compared  with  the  more  fragile, 
dainty  and  less  colorful,  smaller  wildflowers,  we  can  say  that  yes,  over  the 
years  and  many  generations,  they  have  evolved  indeed. 

Siberian  Iris  Review 

Harry  Foster  and  Jennifer  Hewitt  (Great  Britain) 

Devotees  of  other  irises  might  not  agree,  but  those  of  us  who  are  particularly 
interested  in  iris  sibirica  and  its  cultivars  feel  they  are  the  fastest  developing 
hybridis  and  each  new  advance  indicates  still  further  exciting  potentialities  in 
form,  color,  longer  bloom  period  and  other  characteristics.  At  the  same  time, 
hybridizers  are  consciously  trying  to  ensure  that  Siberians  maintain  their 
diversity;  larger  and  larger  flowers  of  uniform  shape  are  not  our  aim. 

The  writers  have  concentrated  on  varieties  which  are  not  yet  well-known  in 
Britain,  mainly  newer  ones  but  some  which  are  older  but  deserve  attention. 
Most  of  them  are  good  show  varieties  as  is  proved  by  results  over  the  past  few 
years,  but  our  chief  criterion  is  garden  value.  Siberians  have  a  lot  to  offer  to 
both  the  specialist  and  the  keen  gardener  who  wants  to  mix  irises  with  other 
plants,  but  they  should  all  be  vigorous  growers  that  are  healthy  and  free 
flowering.  Another  quality  is  what  Jennifer  calls  “garden  visibility”,  is  how  well 
a  variety  shows  up  from  a  distance.  Flowers  with  all  parts  flaring  horizontally 
or  nearly  so  will  not  present  such  an  area  of  color  as  those  with  upright 
standards  and  drooping  or  semi-flaring  falls,  and  clumps  of  the  first  type  will 
have  far  less  impact  when  seen  from  a  few  yards  away.  They  do  have  a  place, 
especially  shorter-stemmed  ones  planted  where  they  can  be  looked  down 
on,  a  pool  of  color  rather  than  a  summit.  Tall  varieties  can  be  overlooked  as  so 
little  petal  area  is  visible  in  a  side  view. 

The  varieties  listed  have  all  grown  for  some  years  in  one  or  both  of  our 
gardens,  and  though  we  are  both  in  the  west,  and  not  far  distant  from  each 
other,  our  conditions  are  not  identical.  Both  of  us  can  suffer  at  times  from 
excessive  rainfall.  Harry  tends  to  have  summer  droughts,  but  Jennifer  very 
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rarely  experiences  drought.  Her  garden  is  higher  and  colder  with  a  slightly 
heavier  soil.  Botrytis  can  be  a  problem  for  Jennifer  and  very  occasionally  with 
Harry,  but  we  mention  it,  where  we  do,  as  a  warning  only.  Readers  with  drier 
gardens  are  not  likely  to  find  it  troublesome. 

Tetraploids  are  mentioned  as  such;  all  others  are,  of  course,  diploid. 
Heights  are  difficult  to  state  or  better,  while  Jennifer’s  shorter  growing  season 
means  shorter  stems — or  so  she  says.  Initials  indicate  which  of  us  is  com¬ 
menting. 

ANGLESEY  (H.  Foster  ’86)  mid  blue  with  purple  over-lace  on  the  slightly 
ruffled  falls  and  attractively  feathered  style  arms.  This,  probably  the  best  of 
the  ’83  seedlings,  is  increasing  very  strongly,  growing  to  38"  with  two 
branches  and  triple  terminals  this  year.  (HF). 

ANN  DASCH  (Varner  77)  A  distinctive  tall  dark  blue  with  a  yellow  signal.  I 
cannot  see  the  “dappling”  said  to  show  on  the  falls,  but  they  do  have  a 
textured  appearance.  Healthy,  vigorous,  free-flowering  (JH).  Slow  to  increase, 
otherwise,  I  agree  (HF). 

AVON  (Varner  78)  A  very  fine  “Cambridge”  blue,  proving  to  be  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  form;  slightly  taller,  firm  and  graceful  (HF).  Not  too  vigorous,  but  a  nice 
flower  (JH). 

BELFAST  (Varner  78)  A  deep  blue;  average  height,  average  sort  of  color, 
but  pleasant,  fairly  vigorous,  and  makes  a  good  effect  as  a  clump,  with 
garden  visibility  highly  rated  (JH). 

BLUE  PERIS  (H.  Foster  ’86)  A  very  tall  plant,  elegant  sibling  to  Anglesey 
with  much  smaller  more  delicate  flowers,  one  branch,  triple  terminal,  bright 
mid-blue.  Not  so  vigorous  as  its  siblings  (JH). 

CHARTREUSE  BOUNTY  (McEwen  ’83)  An  unusual  color,  white  standards 
and  styles  with  greenish-yellow  falls,  and  a  preferential  repeat  bloomer  for 
Currier  McEwen,  but  not,  so  far,  here.  Poor  flower  shape;  but  I  keep  hoping  it 
will  improve,  and  1988  saw  its  best  performance  yet,  in  quantity  at  least  (JH). 
Has  proved  a  strong  rebloomer  here  in  1986  and  1987,  second  blooms  taller, 
stronger,  but  not  greater  in  number  than  the  first  bloom.  Not  as  attractive  as 
some,  but  strong  and  vigorous,  increasing  fast.  Looks  good  at  a  distance. 
Well  branched  with  two  to  every  stem;  some  triple  terminals.  (HF). 

CHILLED  WINE  (Hager  ’81)  A  strange,  but  very  aptly  named,  sibirica.  Ice- 
blue  tints  creep  out  over  the  dusk-red  falls  from  the  signal  giving  a  frosty 
appearance.  In  sun  this  is  most  effective  as  is  also  the  case  in  early  dew  and 
frost-light.  In  normal  lighting,  however,  it  does  not  really  sparkle,  and  loses  its 
potential  impact.  Each  stem  is  branched,  though,  and  it  is  proving  a  good 
diploid  parent  (HF). 

CLEVE  DODGE  (McEwen  ’68)  An  interesting  very  dark  purple  self  with  kite¬ 
shaped  falls  which  look  very  good  at  a  distance.  Probably  the  darkest  sibirica 
to  date  (HF). 

CREME  CHANTILLY  (McEwen  ’81)  A  superb  garden  sibirica  for  me,  vig¬ 
orous,  healthy,  tall,  and  beautifully  colored.  Not  at  its  best  at  shows  where  it 
invariably  remains  slightly  “tucked”  in  the  falls.  In  the  garden,  however,  it 
grows  full  and  broad  so  that  when  mature  it  is  remarkably  similar  to  Anniversa- 


13 


ry.  Usually  two  long  branches,  often  carrying  three  fully-open  blooms  simul¬ 
taneously.  One  of  the  few  sibiricas  which  is  rarely  disturbed  by  weather 
extremes  (HF).  Yes,  all  that  is  true  here  too,  and  it  has  garden  visibility,  but  to 
me,  the  very  ruffled,  sometimes  almost  pleated  falls  lack  elegance.  I  wouldn’t 
be  without  it,  but  I  can’t  love  it  (JH). 

DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE  (Varner  ’82)  The  first  pink  tetraploid  to  be 
registered,  grown  from  McEwen  seed.  Criticized  in  the  United  States  for 
having  flowers  down  among  the  foliage,  but  here,  they  are  at  or  above  leaf-tip 
level.  Maybe  it  likes  rain!  Very  vigorous,  increasing  fast,  healthy,  and  generous 
with  two-branched,  well-budded  spikes;  semi-flaring  falls  in  quite  a  deep 
shade  of  pink  and  lighter  upright  falls  give  it  visibility.  Seems  to  be  a  ready 
parent  and  reported  to  give  interesting  seedlings  (JH). 

DARK  CIRCLE  (McEwen  76)  A  deep  blue-purple  tetraploid  which  sud¬ 
denly  “came  good”  in  both  gardens  in  1988  and  was  ST  Wisley.  Has  always 
had  very  circular,  almost  cupped  flowers,  previously,  but  they  expanded  and 
gave  a  much  better  garden  show.  The  shortish  stems  were  all  branched  This 
is  another  improvement  on  earlier  years  (JH). 

DAVID  HEBDITCH  (Bartlett  ’85)  A  pleasant  British-bred  medium  blue,  still 
on  trial,  but  it  seems  to  be  a  good  grower  though  it  was  affected  by  botrytis  this 
year.  It  is  free-flowering.  Does  better  and  reblooms  in  its  home  garden  in 
Somerset.  Nice  shape  (JH). 

DEAR  DELIGHT  (McEwen  75)  A  delicate  bright  light  Cambridge  blue 
sibirica  of  small  size  and  rounded  full  form,  of  no  great  height.  This  hasn't 
proved  a  very  vigorous  or  outstanding  grower  here,  but  is  probably  over¬ 
shadowed  in  several  ways  by  other,  bigger  sibiricas  (HF).  One  of  the  nearest 
to  true  pale  blue,  a  lovely  color.  Not  vigorous,  but  a  trier  (JH). 

DEAR  DIANNE  (McEwen  79)  Tetraploid.  Very  striking  deep  blue-purple 
with  a  white  edge  to  the  falls,  ruffled,  about  34°  tall.  All  parts  flare  and  though 
the  flower  is  delightful,  as  a  clump  (even  with  lots  of  stems,  which  it  produces 
with  enthusiasm)  it  lacks  garden  presence  from  a  distance  (JH).  A  favorite  of 
mine,  a  rich  beautiful  mid-blue  approaching  gentian.  Unhappy  suddenly  in 
1988,  fine  until  then.  Late  to  flower  here  (HF).  Different  soils,  different  colors? 

DREAMING  GREEN  (McEwen  ’81)  Tetraploid.  A  short  (28")  white  with 
green  on  the  falls  but  this  color  is  variable,  often  more  yellow  than  green  (JH). 
The  plant  is  unremarkable,  as  is  its  flower.  The  greenish  tints  are  apparent 
particularly  in  bud  and  on  opening,  but  they  fade  as  the  flower  matures.  Habit 
is  very  erect  and  stiff.  Moderate  increase.  Late  to  flower.  (HF). 

DREAMING  YELLOW  (McEwen  ’69)  An  outstanding  sibirica  here,  with 
pronounced  yellow  lasting  well  through  the  flowering.  Strong,  broad  creamy- 
yellow  falls,  well  branched  stems,  and  three  years  now  of  full  and  outstanding 
rebloom  taller  than  the  first  bloom.  Strong  reliable  increase,  with  full  weather 
resistance  and  long  flowering  period.  A  favorite  of  mine  (HF). 

EXUBERANT  ENCORE  (McEwen  ’85)  Tetraploid,  preferential  repeat 
bloomer,  and  in  1987  has  fully  lived  up  to  its  name  here — also  in  1988,  though 
first  bloom  was  so  good  that  the  second  period  is  understandably  a  bit  less. 
Large  bold  flowers  in  deep  blue  with  green  hafts,  lots  of  character  and 
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visibility,  and  most  stems  are  double-branched  with  six  to  eight  buds.  Seems 
superfluous  to  add  that  it  is  vigorous  and  healthy  (JH). 

FOURFOLD  LAVENDER  (McEwen  '82)  A  nice  rich  color,  occasionally 
marred  by  what  appear  to  be  viral  spots  on  the  falls.  These  spots  or  blotches 
are  not  consistent,  and  in  two  out  of  four  years  the  color  has  been  clean  and 
pure,  making  a  most  unusual  and  attractive  addition  to  the  sibirica  color 
range.  Tetraploid,  good  increase,  and  apparently  slowly  increasing  height 
year  by  year!  38"  in  1988  (FHF).  Does  well  at  Wisley  too;  tries  hard  here,  but 
probably  likes  warmer  gardens  better  (JH). 

GOLDEN  CRIMPING  (McEwen  ’85)  Tetraploid.  A  new  color  break,  a 
creamy  white  with  crimped  yellow  edges,  very  attractive.  Strong  and  healthy. 
Will  be  on  view  at  Wisley  in  the  Sibirica  Trail  from  1989  and  I  am  confident  it  will 
do  well  and  gain  more  admirers  (JH). 

HARPSWELL  HAPPINESS  (McEwen  ’83)  White  sibiricas  have  to  have 
something  special  about  them  to  attract  me  and  this  tetraploid  certainly  has 
IT.  What?  I  can’t  analyze  its  appeal,  I  just  know  it  reaches  the  parts  other 
whites  don’t.  Ruffled  and  flaring,  I’d  normally  complain  that  it  lacks  visibility, 
but  it  is  a  shorter  one  at  about  24"  so  looks  lovely  from  above.  Vigorous  and 
ultra-floriferous  (JH).  Very  fine,  with  broad  gleaming  falls  on  a  sturdy 
branched  stem.  One  of  my  two  plants  has  rebloomed  which  is  strange  as  they 
are  from  the  same  original  plant.  The  second  blooming  is  stronger,  taller  and 
richer  than  the  first.  Reaches  over  36"  here,  and  it  is  very  striking.  A  long-lived 
flower,  fairly  late  in  the  season  (HF). 

HUBBARD  (McEwen  ’82)  This  is  a  fine,  vigorous  dark  red  tetraploid  about 
which  I’d  write  more  enthusiastically  (and  in  more  detail)  if  it  deigned  to  flower 
more  often.  Worth  a  try,  as  it  might  do  better  in  warmer  gardens.  Must  be 
watched  for  botrytis,  but  grows  well  otherwise  (JH).  Superb — but  lost  to 
botrytis.  Proving  a  very  fine  parent  to  the  1988  seedlings  so  far.  A  cleaner  red 
than  Reddy  Maid,  branched,  and  a  neater  signal  (HF). 

JAYBIRD  (Hager  ’82)  The  most  successful  of  the  Hager  sibs  here.  Brilliant, 
near  gentian  blue,  36"  tall,  tucked  and  semi-ruffled  falls  of  quite  charming 
form.  A  nice  plant  which,  better  known,  will  become  a  favorite  (HF). 

LADY  OF  QUALITY  (McEwen  ’82)  Probably  the  most  eye-catching  sibirica 
recently,  due  to  its  richly  gleaming  texture  and  unusual  chinese-silky  blue 
color.  Nicely,  strongly  branched,  often  two.  Long-flowering  mid-season. 
Tends  to  form  a  rather  open  clump  and  needs  space  to  spread  itself  (HF). 
Another  tetraploid  (they  come  in  clumps)  As  above,  but  to  me  its  most  distinct 
feature  is  the  silver  edge  on  the  falls  which  is  quite  pronounced.  A  large  flower 
of  tailored  form  (JH). 

LAVENDER  BOUNTY  (McEwen  ’81)  Diploid,  a  repeat  bloomer  here  on  two 
occasions,  but  has  been  moved  and  divided  rather  often  which  may  have 
discouraged  it.  Bountiful  first  bloom  every  year.  A  good  rich  lavender-pink  on 
the  falls,  nearly  as  deep  as  Dance  Ballerina  Dance,  paler  standards  and 
styles.  Very  fertile  both  ways  and  passes  its  distinctive  shape  (falls  recurve 
somewhat)  to  its  children  (JH). 

LLYN  BRIANNE  (H.  Foster  ’86)  Shy  to  flower  in  1988,  but  a  big  healthy  plant 
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flowering  well  in  1987.  Light  blue  arched  falls  in  true  fleur-de-lys  fashion 
distinguish  this  from  all  the  other  seedlings  except  for  that  shown  this  year  at 
Wisley  (222)  which  also  has  this  attractive  flower  form  as  well  as  slight  ruffling. 
Tetraploid  (HF). 

OMAR’S  CUP  (Hager  ’82)  Dusky  red  and  outstanding  neat  sibirica.  Not 
growing  at  its  best  here,  in  common  with  several  Hager  and  Varner  plants, 
probably  due  to  soil  improverishment  in  some  beds.  Unbranched.  I  find  it 
preferable  to  Chilled  Wine  due  to  the  clean,  fresh  color  (HF). 

OUTSET  (McEwen  ’76)  A  magnificent  strong  and  early  sib  with  spectacular 
signals  breaking  out  over  the  greater  part  of  the  rich  blue  falls.  Very  quick 
increase,  but  a  lax  plant  generally,  growing  low  and  very  open.  Twenty  inch 
stems  at  best.  Tetraploid  (HF).  Seems  to  resent  spring  transplanting — move  it 
after  flowering  (JH). 

PINK  HAZE  (McGarvey  ’69)  The  nearest  currently  available  to  true  pink 
(and  its  very  near)  for  which  Dr.  McGarvey  worked  so  long  and  carefully.  Not 
introduced  until  1980  but  generally  very  healthy  and  increases  rapidly,  so  it  is 
reaching  many  gardens  and  deserves  to  be  in  all.  Flowers  generously  ST 
Wisley  1988  (JH). 

PIRATE  PRINCE  (Varner  ’77)  One  of  the  few  Varner  sibs  to  do  well  here. 
Slow  increase,  however.  Rich  dark  purple  red  self  (HF).  A  superb  and  reliable 
variety  here,  a  true  self,  no  signal.  I’d  omit  “red”  from  the  description  (JH). 

POWYS  PILOT  (H.  Foster  ’86)  A  strong  growing  tetraploid,  forming  a  large 
arched  clump  rather  like  its  parent  Silver  Edge.  Flowering  well  above  the 
foliage  at  48",  it  makes  a  dominant  contribution  to  the  bed.  Has  increased 
dramatically  (HF). 

POWYS  PLUMES  (H.  Foster  ’86)  The  third  seedling  of  an  interesting  range 
from  the  White  Swirl  x  Ruffled  Velvet  cross  of  1983.  A  shorter  mid-blue  than 
Anglesey,  but  quite  different  in  style,  color,  and  habit.  Increasing  strongly 
each  year,  one  to  two  branches,  two  to  three  terminal  buds.  Dusky  fall  colors, 
neat  signal  and  brilliant  silver-azure  feathered  style  arms.  A  particularly  long- 
flowering  plant,  in  common  with  Anglesey  (HF). 

REDDY  MAID  (McEwen  ’78)  A  huge  tetraploid  sibirica.  This  year  saw 
flowers  at  52"  while  foliage  subsequently  topped  even  this!  Quite  a  startling 
flower,  with  rich  dark  red  color,  green  hafts  and  an  exciting  signal  of  golden 
green  and  white.  Flowers  robust  and  long-lived  (HF)  and  plenty  of  them — 
three  to  four  buds  per  stem,  lots  of  stems — a  vigorous  plant.  But  not  a  giant 
here,  nearer  its  registered  height  of  30".  Slightly  susceptible  to  botrytis  but 
responds  well  to  systemic  fungicide  sprays.  Altogether  a  good  garden  plant 
and  a  ready  parent  either  way  (JH). 

RUBY  WINE  (Hager  ’67)  An  older  diploid  wine-red,  free  flowering  and 
healthy,  increasing  well.  Good  garden  value  (JH). 

SHIRLEY  POPE  (McEwen  ’79)  Although  the  shape  undoubtedly  fails  the 
garden  visibility  criterion,  this  is  one  of  my  top  favorites  otherwise.  I  feel  the 
ideal  placing  for  it  is  just  round  a  corner  where  it  will  come  as  a  joyful  surprise 
and  won’t  need  to  be  seen  from  afar.  Flowers  well,  and  self  deep  reddish- 
purple  which  is  almost  black  in  the  velvety  falls,  set  off  by  a  precise  bright 
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white  signal,  and  the  standards  often  have  white  midribs  near  the  base  which 
add  to  its  attraction.  Not,  alas,  a  willing  parent,  or  perhaps  I’m  a  poor 
matchmaker  (JH).  Quite  outstanding— when  it  flowers.  In  Crickhowell  it 
missed  out  1986  and  1987  but  bloomed  profusely  in  1985  and  1988.  Its  rich 
coloring  is  enhanced  by  the  unusual  dusky  purple  spathes  which  really  set  it 
off,  especially  in  the  clump  (HF). 

SILVER  BIRD  (Varner  ’81)  A  deep  blue-purple  diploid  with  a  slight  silver 
edge  on  the  falls,  very  attractive  and  a  good  grower.  Does  not  always  flower  as 
generously  as  I'd  like  (JH). 

SOLE  COMMAND  (Varner  ’80)  Whether  this  name  indicates  naval  associa¬ 
tions,  I  don’t  know,  but  it  has  a  very  masculine  and  maritime  air.  Full  of 
character,  vigorous,  healthy,  lots  of  large  dark  blue  flowers  with  rather  long 
green  hafts  to  the  falls.  Not  a  perfect  shape  but  as  a  garden  plant  its  virtues 
outweigh  its  faults  (JH). 

STEVE  VARNER  (Briscoe  ’76)  A  top  award  winner  in  the  USA.  A  bit  prone  to 
get  botrytis  here  but  otherwise  a  good  grower  and  free-flowering,  in  a  nice 
light  violet-blue.  Good  garden  visibility  with  wide  petals  and  the  buds  open 
gradually.  The  inner  edges  of  the  falls  remain  tightly  held  while  the  outer 
expand  fully  until  it  “pops” — an  interesting  shape  (JH). 

TEMPER  TANTRUM  (McGarvey  ’69)  This  only  arrived  here  in  1986  but  is 
going  wonderfully  well  and  has  flowered  in  1988  and  1989.  However,  it  is 
unique  in  coloring  and  almost  impossible  to  describe:  the  registration  says 
“deep  purplish  red”  which  is  not  what  I  see.  Perhaps  I’d  call  it  a  deep  pinkish- 
red  with  some  blue  influence  but  this  probably  won’t  convey  very  much.  So,  as 
it  is  such  a  good  plant,  I  hope  it  will  be  possible  to  distribute  it  before  long  and 
you  can  see  it  for  yourself  (JH). 

WELCOME  RETURN  (McEwen  ’76)  A  light  medium  blue  tetraploid  repeat 
bloomer  which  fulfilled  its  promise  here  in  1987  after  years  of  hoping.  Back  to 
normal  in  1988,  alas,  but  it  flowers  lavishly  in  June  every  year  and  is  good 
value  then  (JH). 

Reprinted  from  the  BIS  Iris  Yearbook  for  1988. 
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How  and  When  to  Plant  Siberian 

Irises 

Anna  Mae  Miller  (Michigan) 

I  have  been  growing  Siberians  since  the  early  sixties  and  in  large  numbers 
since  the  mid  seventies  and  have  experimented  with  planting  them  from  mid 
April  through  October.  Shortly  after  blooming,  the  new  white  roots  are  growing 
and  that  seems  to  be  the  time  they  attach  themselves  firmly  to  the  soil. 
Siberians  are  native  to  moist  meadows  but  seem  to  adapt  to  a  number  of  soil 
types.  I  have  a  rather  heavy  clay-foam  soil  and  know  they  will  grow  in  a  sandy 
soil  enriched  with  humus  to  retain  more  moisture  and  with  some  irrigation. 

Siberians  need  to  be  planted  with  one  and  one  half  to  two  inches  of  soil  over 
the  tiny  rhizomes  which  also  protects  the  roots  from  drying  out  too  quickly. 
PLANTS  MUST  NOT  DRY  OUT  from  the  digging  process  to  the  time  when  they 
are  returned  to  the  ground  and  are  growing  vigorously  again  as  demonstrated 
by  new  growth  of  the  cut  off  leaves.  For  at  least  three  weeks  after  planting,  the 
soil  must  be  kept  moist  by  rain  or  irrigation.  They  need  water  at  the  rate  of  one 
inch  per  week.  I  use  a  transplanting  fertilizer  (10-52-17)  diluted  with  water 
which  protects  them  from  the  shock  of  transplanting. 

Granular  fertilizer  in  the  planting  hole  can  burn  the  roots,  so  it  should  only 
be  applied  to  well  established  plants.  I  use  12-12-12  in  very  early  spring.  Also 
good  are  5-20-20  or  6-24-24.  Siberians  are  heavy  feeders  and  can  be  side- 
dressed  with  Superphosphate  after  blooming  to  stimulate  root  growth  and 
bloom  formation  for  the  next  season. 

The  major  problems  come  from  letting  the  roots  dry  out.  This  can  be 
avoided  by  soaking  until  new  white  roots  begin  growing  in  about  two  to  three 
days.  Another  way  is  to  pot  the  plants  and  keep  them  in  a  container  with  two  to 
three  inches  of  water  until  the  plant  starts  growing  and  then  knock  it  out  and 
plant  into  prepared  hole  and  water  well.  Siberian  irises  need  transplanting 
every  seven  to  ten  years  or  when  they  seem  to  become  crowded.  The  usual 
size  of  transplant  is  a  plant  with  three  to  five  fans  of  leaves. 

In  the  Siberian  round  robins  that  I  direct,  the  following  methods  worked  for 
the  members  and  I  think  these  methods  both  have  merit.  One  gardener  digs 
the  planting  hole,  fills  it  with  water  and  lets  it  drain,  plants  the  Siberian  iris  and 
fills  the  soil  in  and  waters  well.  The  plants  are  then  kept  well  watered  until  the 
growth  begins.  This  seems  to  be  a  very  good  idea,  and  it  is  worth  trying  in  my 
own  garden.  A  grower  in  the  South  moved  her  garden  in  a  very  dry  summer 
and  kept  the  Siberians  potted  from  spring  until  fall  when  the  area  was 
experiencing  a  drought.  This  method  resulted  in  very  few  losses. 

My  seedlings  are  lined  out  during  the  first  part  of  June  to  the  middle  of  the 
month,  and  the  survival  rate  has  been  good  considering  the  fact  that  we  have 
been  experiencing  a  drought.  The  plants  need  some  shade  or  mulching  to 
keep  them  from  losing  too  much.  Most  recent  plantings  have  been  made  with 
fiber-mulch  or  black  plastic  between  the  rows.  This  helps  to  reduce  the 
number  of  weeds  and  also  helps  to  keep  the  soil  moist  for  a  longer  time. 
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The  story  is  told  that  Paul  Cook  always  mulched  on  Columbus’  birthday. 
When  asked  if  he  always  followed  the  practice,  Mr.  Cook  replied,  “Yes,  I’m  a 
postman  and  we  have  that  day  off  and  that  is  when  I  mulch  my  plants.”  Many 
gardening  myths  get  started  as  innocently  as  this  illustration. 


Siberian  Irises  in  Oklahoma 

Burdella  Rhodes  (Oklahoma) 

After  growing  Siberian  irises  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  in  very  alkaline  soil,  I 
figured  it  would  be  a  cinch  to  grow  them  here  in  Osage,  Oklahoma,  with  soil 
that  tested  neutral. 

I  did  not  dig  any  of  my  Siberian  irises  when  we  made  the  move  here  as  they 
resent  being  transplanted,  and  I  didn’t  know  just  how  long  I  would  have  to 
leave  them  out  of  the  ground  before  planting  them  in  their  new  locations.  With 
so  many  things  to  take  care  of  during  the  move,  I  just  didn’t  have  the  time  to 
give  them  the  special  care  they  require  before  planting.  The  following  spring  I 
did  order  a  few  to  be  planted  in  the  fall  in  my  new  garden  bed. 

In  the  fall  of  1977  when  we  started  planting  Siberian  irises  for  the  1980  AIS 
Convention,  my  guest  bed  was  ready  for  them.  Six  months  before  the  arrival  of 
these  irises,  I  started  working  on  the  bed.  I  picked  a  spot  in  full  sun  that  had 
very  good  drainage.  Siberian  irises  like  moist  soil,  but  they  will  not  tolerate  it  if 
it  stays  soggy.  Our  soil  is  sandy  in  some  spots  and  hard  clay  in  others.  The 
spot  I  picked  for  the  bed  was  fairly  sandy,  so  the  next  thing  I  did  was  to  add 
well  rotted  horse  manure — I’m  partial  to  horse  manure  since  I  have  had  horses 
most  of  my  life  and  always  had  good  luck  with  it  in  my  flower  beds.  I  also  put 
ground  oak  leaves  on  the  bed,  and  then  I  spaded  all  this  into  the  soil.  I  then 
gave  the  bed  a  good  watering.  Each  month  afterwards  I  would  spade  the  bed 
and  water  it,  and  if  it  needed  watering  in  between,  I  would  do  it. 

Two  months  before  the  irises  were  to  be  planted,  I  added  sulphur,  agri¬ 
cultural  gypsum,  and  bone  meal  to  the  soil  before  I  spaded  it.  The  month 
before  planting,  I  added  azalea  fertilizer,  spaded,  and  watered.  When  the 
ground  became  dry  enough  to  work,  I  leveled  the  bed  with  a  rake  so  it  was 
ready  for  planting. 

When  the  irises  arrived,  I  made  sure  that  the  packing  that  was  around  them 
was  kept  moist  until  I  could  plant  them.  I  dug  holes  deep  enough  so  that  when 
the  irises  were  planted  the  crown  would  be  two  inches  below  the  surface.  In 
the  middle  of  each  hole  I  made  a  mound  of  soil  so  that  the  roots  would  extend 
farther  down  than  the  crown.  The  crown  was  set  on  top  of  the  mound  and 
covered  with  soil.  All  received  a  good  watering  and  were  covered  with  mulch 
of  ground  oak  leaves.  I  was  careful  to  see  that  they  didn’t  lack  for  water  during 
the  winter  months,  and  if  they  did  need  water,  they  got  it. 

Siberian  irises  go  dormant  in  the  winter,  and  the  leaves  die  back  to  the 
ground.  Before  new  growth  appears  in  the  spring,  the  old  leaves  should  be 
removed.  I  fertilize  the  Siberian  irises  twice  each  year,  March  and  September, 
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with  the  azalea  fertilizer. 

In  the  fall  after  the  convention,  we  dug  the  irises  to  be  returned  to  the 
hybridizers.  I  was  given  a  start  of  some  of  these  irises,  but  I  did  not  plant  them 
back  in  the  convention  bed.  I  planted  them  among  the  flowers  in  my  perennial 
beds.  At  each  planting  place,  I  dug  a  good  sized  hole  larger  than  the  crown 
and  mixed  the  usual  manure  and  leaves  in  the  same  way  as  I  had  done  with 
the  convention  bed.  I  also  put  some  fertilizers,  gypsum,  and  bone  meal  in  the 
bottom  of  the  hole  and  mixed  in  with  the  soil.  I  then  spread  some  soil  over  this 
so  the  roots  would  not  come  in  contact  with  the  fertilizer.  The  usual  mound  was 
made  and  the  crown  was  set  on  top,  covered  with  two  inches  of  soil,  watered, 
and  mulched  the  same  as  the  convention  bed  had  been  done. 

Siberian  irises  work  well  in  perennial  borders  because  they  do-not  like  to  be 
moved,  and  it  isn’t  necessary  to  dig  them  every  two  or  three  years  as  you  do 
with  other  irises.  A  large  clump  of  Siberian  irises,  when  in  full  bloom,  is 
beautiful  when  gently  nodding  in  the  breeze — and  even  when  the  breeze  is 
not  so  gentle  as  it  sometimes  is  here  in  Oklahoma. 

Here  it  is  1989  and  my  irises  are  still  in  the  same  place  in  the  perennial  beds 
as  when  they  were  planted  after  the  convention  in  1980.  This  fall  I  will  probably 
dig  some  of  the  larger  clumps  and  divide  them.  Once  established,  Siberian 
irises  can  stay  in  the  same  place  for  several  years  so  long  as  they  are  given  the 
proper  care. 

Many  consider  Siberians  to  be  difficult  to  grow  in  Oklahoma  because  of  the 
heat  of  summer.  The  method  described  gives  good  results,  and  it  should  work 
well  in  any  area. 


Catherine  Gates,  Youth  Chairman,  visits  with  Michigan  youth  member  Sue 
Copeland  in  Memphis. 
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Louise  Ann  Watson  Danny  Watson 

YOUTH  VIEWS 

Catherine  Long  Gates 

Achievement  connotes  the  accomplishment  of  something  noteworthy. 
Louise  Anne  Watson,  the  winner  of  the  1989  Clarke  Cosgrove  Memorial  Award 
for  Youth  Achievement  certainly  fits  the  definition.  Sixteen  year  old  Lou  Anne 
has  been  a  member  of  the  American  Iris  Society  since  kindergarten.  During 
that  time  she  has  become  a  successful  exhibitor  in  both  the  horticultural  and 
artistic  divisions.  She  helps  maintain  the  family  garden  in  Milledgeville, 
Georgia,  and  grows  her  own  iris  plants  which  she  frequently  shares  with 
others.  Lou  Anne  also  shares  her  knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  irises  with 
others,  encouraging  them  to  become  part  of  AIS.  On  her  own  she  arranged 
for  an  AIS  judge  to  speak  to  her  science  class  about  irises.  In  1986  she 
appeared  on  television  to  promote  the  activities  of  her  local  iris  group,  the 
Oconee  Valley  Iris  Society. 

Lou  Anne’s  greatest  achievement  is  being  a  willing,  contributing  member  of 
the  society.  She  helps  with  various  aspects  of  the  Oconee  Valley  show 
including  set-up,  serving  as  a  hostess  observer,  and  dismantling.  For  the  last 
three  years  she  has  helped  her  club  sell  plants  and  also  assists  with  refresh¬ 
ments  at  meetings.  Being  one  of  the  “senior”  youth  members,  she  lends  her 
assistance  to  the  younger  members  of  her  club.  Lou  Anne  is  looking  forward 
to  helping  with  the  1992  AIS  convention  in  Atlanta. 

Another  Region  5  youth  member  is  this  year’s  runner-up.  Danny  Watson, 
age  15,  is  another  great  iris  promoter.  He  has  arranged  for  his  Boy  Scout  troop 
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to  tour  the  iris  garden  and  has  been  responsible  for  getting  several  local 
educators  to  visit  shows  and  grow  irises.  He  has  appeared  on  television  and 
in  newspapers  to  promote  the  Oconee  Valley  Show.  Danny  is  a  real  winner, 
both  on  and  off  the  show  bench.  He  has  won  numerous  medals,  ribbons,  and 
certificates  in  both  horticultural  and  artistic  divisions.  No  doubt  he  has  also 
won  respect  and  admiration  for  his  help  the  past  five  years  in  setting  up  and 
dismantling  the  show.  Like  his  sister  Lou  Anne,  Danny  has  been  a  member  of 
AIS  since  kindergarten.  Let’s  hope  that  these  two  outstanding  youths  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  active  members  of  AIS  for  many  years  to  come! 


THE  PERMANENT  METAL  LABEL 


A  —  Hairpin  Style  Markers . 30  for  $8.00 

B  —  Plant  or  Shrub  Labels . 100  for  $6.55 

C  —  Cap  Style  Markers . 30  for  $8.55 

D  —  Swinging  Style  Markers . 30  for  $6.85 

E  —  Rose  Markers . 30  for  $7.50 

F  —  Tall  Display  Markers . 30  for  $10.60 

G  —  Tall  Single  Staff  Markers . 30  for  $7.90 

H  —  Flag  Style  Markers . 30  for  $6.60 

J  —  Small  Plant  Labels . 100  for  $6.35 

K  —  Tie-On  Labels . 100  for  $7.85 

M  —  Miniature  Markers . 30  for  $6.35 

PAW  PAW  EVERLAST  LABEL  CO. 

Box  93-G  Paw  Paw,  Michigan  49079-0093 

Quantity  Prices  Available  Postage  Prepaid 


"Schultz-Instant” 

UU»4  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALLPURPOSE 

LIQUID  PLANT  FOOD 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

“7  drops  per  quart  water 
Every  time  you  water ; 
-  Every  thine  you  grow. 

lounhviping  •  j 

Nomsis  7 


"Schultz- Instant” 

ULTRA  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALLPURPOSE  SOLUBLE 


u  4  31  fHu 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

‘Vi  teasp.  per  gaL  water 
Every  time  you  water, 
Every  thing  you  grow'' 


-0 


Available  at  leading  Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments 
Garden  Clubs:  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER 

Schultz  Co.  1 1  '  30  Northline  St  Louis  MO  63043 
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HAMNER’S  IRIS  GARDEN 

960  North  Perris  Blvd.  Perris,  CA  92370 

Hamner  Introductions  for  1989 

CHEERFUL  ONE — TB,  30-31".  Medium  yellow  self  with  narrow 
white  edges.  Self  beards  tipped  yellow.  Good  three-way  branching 
with  seven  buds.  Ruffled  overall.  Sdlg.  82-41 . $25.00 

CHIEF  MOHAWK — TB,  36",  M-L  bloom.  Greyed  yellow  bitone 
lightly  washed  golden  brown.  Brassy  orange  beards.  Ruffled  over¬ 
all.  Three-way  branching  with  seven  buds.  Sdlg.  83-341:  Baja 
Bandit  X  Veneer  . . $30.00 

KING’S  RUBY — TB,  30-32",  ML.  Ruffled  smooth  maroon;  self 
beards.  Sdlg.  84-104:  Good  Earth  X  Lady  Friend . $30.00 

MISS  TOOTSIE — TB,  30".  White  standards.  Ruffled  peach  pink 
falls,  edged  white.  Light  tangerine  beards  tipped  white.  Sdlg.  86-50: 
(75-11  x  Peach  Sundae)  X  (Peach  Sundae  x  Beauty  Crown).  EC  1988 
. $30.00 

PRETTY  PROMISE— TB,  36-38",  E-M  bloom.  Lightly  ruffled 
lavender  pink  self.  Three-way  branching  with  seven  buds.  Sdlg. 
82-231:  (Heather  Blush  x  75-132)  X  (Heather  Blush  x  Entourage). 
EC  1988  . $35.00 

Price  List  on  Request 


If  You’re  The  Type 

who  loves  flowers,  then  you  can  fully  appreciate 
our  detailed  porcelain  jewelry.  Each  piece  is 
handpainted  in  white  porcelain  over  a  wedge- 
wood  blue  porcelain  oval.  We  set  them  in 
sterling  silver  and  include  an  18  inch  sterling 
silver  chain.  We  gift  box  each  one  &  guarantee 
your  satisfaction  with  a  written  money-back 
guarantee.  In  this  world  of  stamped  out  trinkets, 
we  still  believe  in  American  craftsmanship. 
Yours  for  only  $34.95.  (We  pay  postage). 

P&S  PORCELAINS 

P.O.  BOX  844  X 
HOLLY  HILL,  FL32017 


23 


REQUEST  FOR  JAPANESE  IRIS  GUESTS 


1991  SOCIETY  FOR  JAPANESE  IRISES  CONVENTION 

Portland,  Oregon 

The  Greater  Portland  Iris  Society  invites  hybridizers  to  send  guest 
rhizomes  of  recent  introduction  and  seedlings  under  serious  considera¬ 
tion  for  introduction. 

When  sending  guest  irises,  please  observe  the  following  guidelines: 

1.  Up  to  four  rhizomes  of  each  variety  will  be  accepted. 

2.  The  iris  guests  will  be  accepted  from  August  1  to  October  1, 
1989. 

3.  All  official  guest  irises  must  be  shipped  to: 

Laurie’s  Garden 
41886  McKenzie  Highway 
Springfield,  OR  97478 
(Phone:  503/896-3756) 

4.  The  following  information  should  accompany  each  plant: 

a.  Hybridizer’s  name  and  address. 

b.  Name  or  number  of  the  variety  or  seedling. 

c.  Type  of  iris. 

d.  Height  and  color. 

e.  Year  of  introduction. 

5.  When  guests  seedlings  are  named,  it  will  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  hybridizer  to  notify  the  Guest  Iris  Chairman  not  later  than 
February  1,  1991. 

6.  A  receipt  will  be  mailed  to  all  contributors  listing  the  garden 
locations  of  the  plants.  Contributors  will  be  asked  for  instruc¬ 
tions  regarding  disposition  of  the  plants.  If  such  instructions  are 
not  received  by  June  16,  1991,  dispersal  will  be  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Convention  Committee. 

7.  The  Committee  has  adopted  a  code  of  ethics  for  all  gardeners  to 
protect  the  hybridizers’  interests. 

8.  The  Guest  Iris  Committee  will  not  be  responsible  for  losses 
beyond  its  control,  and  only  rhizomes  received  through  the 
Guest  Iris  Chairman  will  be  listed  in  the  convention  booklet. 

Terry  Aitken,  Convention  Chairman 
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1989  Introductions  From 
DYER’S  IRIS  GARDEN 

PINK  RAYS — BB,  26".  Ruffled  pink  self;  red  orange  beards  . .  .  $15.00 

SKY  ECHO — BB,  24".  Ruffled  pale  blue  self;  yellow  beards  tipped  white  $15.00 
BIT  OF  WINE — SDB,  13".  S.  blue  violet  blend;  F.  yellow  violet  blend;  dark  violet 

beards  . . . . .  $10.00 

PURPLE  DROPS — SDB,  13".  S.  yellow,  violet  blend  at  base;  F.  full  yellow,  violet 

hafts;  dark  violet  beards  . . . . .  $10.00 

DESHANNA  D — SDB,  13".  S.  blue  violet;  F.  red  violet  with  blue  tip  and  streak  down 
center;  blue  violet  beards  . . . . . . $10.00 

Choice  of  three  for  $30.00  or  all  five  for  $50.00 

Floyd  M.  Dyer 

9503  S.  Hydraulic  Wichita,  KS  67233 


HARPER’S  GARDENS 

Jim  and  Allen  Harper 

Box  207  Moran,  KS  66755 

TB,  BB,  IB,  BB,  MTB,  SDB,  Species  and  Hemerocallis 

1989  Introductions 

DORIC  COLUMN— TB,  38",  M.  Sdlg.  H3-19:  (Cup  Race  X  Miss  Minnesota).  EC 
1985.  If  you’re  somewhat  surfeited  with  lace  and  frills,  this  gorgeous  white  is  for  you. 
Full  light  yellow  beards  offset  the  pristine  glory  of  the  erect  well  branched  blooms.  A 
good  stock  permits  a  modest  pricing  of  . . . . $20.00 

ANTIQUE  IVORY— SDB,  11",  E.  Sdlg.  S  1-4.  Light  lavender  (RHS  84B/C)  with  a 
light  red  violet  (70C)  zone  on  falls.  Good  increase . . $12.50 

SOUL  FOOD — MDB,  6V2",  EM.  Light  yellow  (12B)  stds. ,  greyed  yellow  falls.  (Guinea 
Gold  X  It’s  Tops) . . . $10.00 

Catalog  $1.00,  refundable  with  order 


PACIFIC  COAST  IRISES  FOR  1989 

MI  WOK  (Vic  Briody)  Lovely  lavender  blue  with  rounded  form.  Falls 
narrowly  edged  silvery  white.  Makes  instant  clumps  in  the  land¬ 
scape,  quite  vigorous,  10"  tall.  I.  douglasiana  X  Canyon  Snow 
. . $12.00 

POINT  REYES  (Vic  Briody)  An  outstanding  landscape  iris.  Tall  and 
showy  with  white  standards  flushed  orchid  inside.  White  falls  lined 
lavender.  16"  tall.  From  seedlings  . . . $12.00 

Please  add  $5.00  shipping  charges  and 
California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 

VAGABOND  GARDENS 

11115  Bodega  Hwy.  Sebastopol,  CA  95472 
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Siberian  Irises  at  Draycott 

Carol  Warner  (Maryland) 

Siberians  are  among  the  easiest  of  all  perennials  to  grow,  and  everyone 
enjoys  growing  plants  that  do  well  for  them.  In  the  Maryland  area  our  naturally 
acidic  soil  and  adequate  rainfall  almost  guarantee  good  growth. 

Siberians  are  also  one  of  the  best  landscape  plants  available.  They  com¬ 
bine  well  with  other  perennials  in  the  mixed  border  or  can  be  specimen  plants 
near  a  pond  or  pool.  The  flowers  and  leaves  are  more  graceful  than  bearded 
irises  which  make  them  look  more  at  home  in  informal  settings.  Their  slow 
clump  growth  is  not  invasive  and  dividing  needs  to  be  done  only  every  three  or 
four  years.  Clumps  can  be  left  without  division  almost  indefinitely  but  die- 
back  at  the  center  and  reduced  flowering  and  flower  size  do  result.  Various 
forms  and  colors  of  flowers  allow  the  use  of  numerous  clumps  throughout  the 
landscape.  I  combine  Siberians  in  mulched  beds  with  peonies,  coral  bells, 
lupines,  columbine,  daylilies  and  other  perennials.  Flowering  height  also 
varies  to  allow  Siberian  use  in  the  front,  middle  or  back  of  the  border. 

Siberians  are  in  bloom  only  about  seven  to  twenty  one  days  per  plant,  but 
their  foliage  can  be  attractive  for  two  hundred  days.  Varieties  with  vigorous 
blue-green,  erect  foliage  are  always  preferred.  For  landscape  use  those  with 
floppy,  yellow  or  yellow-tipped  foliage  cannot  be  considered.  Varieties  which 
flower  well  above  the  foliage  and  those  with  enough  substance  to  last  through 
a  spring  shower  are  a  must.  Blooms  may  be  chosen  because  of  their  simplici¬ 
ty  and  grace  or  variations  of  color  or  large  overlapping  full  form. 

Siberians  prefer  an  acid  soil  (pH  5.5  to  6.5)  with  some  organic  material 
added,  but  they  succeed  in  soils  and  sites  far  short  of  ideal.  I  use  ground 
leaves  or  “woods  soil”  in  the  hole  or  bed  when  planting.  Siberians  should  have 
full  sun,  but  they  can  tolerate  almost  a  half  day  of  shade:  however,  amount  of 
bloom  is  proportional  to  sunlight  received.  Those  in  full  sun  have  100%  bloom, 
one  half  shade  gives  50  percent  bloom  and  full  shade  0%  bloom. 

Correct  transplant  time  is  a  question  often  debated  by  Siberian  growers. 
Personally,  I  have  the  most  success  transplanting  Siberians  during  bloom  or 
immediately  after  bloom.  Plants  have  time  to  build  a  good  root  system  where 
they  are  going  to  stay  before  cold  fall  weather  slows  growth.  Plants,  therefore, 
have  no  trouble  through  the  constant  freezing  and  thawing  that  our  change¬ 
able  winter  temperatures  produce.  Of  course,  with  this  procedure  the  garden 
owner  is  not  allowed  a  summer  vacation  since  new  plants  cannot  be  allowed 
to  dry  out.  New  plants  may  also  have  to  be  shaded  with  a  bushel  basket  or 
lawn  chair  if  there  is  a  very  hot  spell  following  planting.  The  gardener  can  relax 
only  after  new  green  growth  appears  beyond  the  approximately  10  inch 
clipped  transplant  foliage.  Top  growth  is  a  good  indication  that  roots  are  also 
doing  well.  I  have  tried  fall  planting  and  some  spring  planting  with  good 
success  but  had  some  failures  in  both. 

In  my  garden  nothing  is  allowed  to  go  to  seed.  All  the  bloom  stalks  are 
removed  after  the  last  bloom  fades  by  pulling  the  stalk  toward  the  center  of  the 
clump.  This  pulls  a  little  piece  of  the  old  rhizome  with  the  stalk  leaving  a  bit 
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more  space  for  the  new  growth.  Pulling  Siberian  stalks  is  one  of  the  worst 
garden  chores  because  of  the  quantity  of  bloom.  I  bundle  the  stalks  and  tie 
them  with  twine  or  put  them  in  trash  bags  for  the  trash  collection. 

Siberians  are  relatively  pest  resistant.  Our  borers  much  prefer  to  eat  a  nice 
fat  TB  rhizome  than  a  skinny,  woody  Siberian.  However,  I  do  spray  all  the  irises 
with  Cygon  2E  in  mid  April  and  then  again  about  10  days  later.  It  is  difficult  to 
detect  borer  in  Siberian  clumps  until  a  lot  of  damage  has  been  done,  so  I 
would  rather  be  safe  than  sorry. 

The  only  other  pest  problems  for  me  seem  to  be  moles  or  voles.  They  come 
in  from  below  and  whole  plants  disappear  down  the  tunnel.  Somehow  the  old 
two  dollar  varieties  never  seem  as  tasty  as  the  new  ones  that  one  waits  three 
years  to  buy  after  the  price  has  dropped  a  little!! 

It  is  very  difficult  to  list  my  favorite  Siberians;  each  year  there  seems  to  be  a 
new  one  to  add  to  the  list.  The  following  ten  would  certainly  be  a  good  start  for 
the  beginning  collector. 

PINK  HAZE  (McGarvey  ’80)  a  full  form  pink-lavender  with  a  narrow  white 
band  has  been  the  most  popular  Siberian  here.  It  almost  grows  so  fast  that 
there  is  a  tendency  for  three-year  clumps  to  have  decreased  bloom.  This  one 
has  excellent  substance  and  wonderful  garden  value  besides  being  the  most 
true  pink  in  color. 

SUPER  EGO  (McGarvey  ’66)  blooms  later  than  many  Siberians  and  is 
unequaled  in  its  color  class.  The  light  blue  falls  get  darker  toward  the  edge, 
giving  the  flower  a  flowing  appearance.  SUPER  EGO  is  a  slower  starter  and  is 
not  the  easiest  to  transplant  but  once  established,  it  will  form  large  clumps 
with  wide  blue  green  foliage. 

BUTTER  AND  SUGAR  (McEwen  ’82)  is  an  outstanding  award  winner  and 
notable  color  break.  The  creamy  white  standards,  yellow  falls  and  the  excel¬ 
lent  form,  make  it  a  standout  in  the  garden.  Again,  it  is  best  to  transplant  a 
small  clump  rather  than  individual  divisions.  Once  established,  it’s  a  very 
good  grower. 

RUFFLED  VELVET  (McEwen  73)  is  a  short  grower  for  the  front  of  the 
border.  The  rich,  velvety  violet  color  plus  the  ruffled  form  make  this  flower  one 
of  the  most  beautiful. 

ROANOKE’S  CHOICE  (McGarvey  76)  is  not  as  well  known  but  should  be  in 
every  garden.  This  silvery  lavender  bitone  is  vigorous  and  heavy  blooming.  It 
also  has  a  tendency  to  repeat  bloom  which  extends  the  season. 

ANNIVERSARY  (Brummit  ’68)  is  an  old  favorite  and  also  won  the  English 
Dykes  79.  It  grows  quickly  into  huge  clumps  and  white  Siberians  are  always 
good  in  a  landscape.  The  foilage  on  this  one  is  not  top-notch  as  it  tends  to 
splay  out  over  neighboring  plants.  However,  the  lightly  ruffled  blooms  held 
high  above  the  foliage  seem  to  float  and  give  the  entire  garden  an  “airy” 
feeling. 

STEVE  VARNER  (Briscoe  78)  is  a  blue-lavender  with  bright  blue  styles. 
The  flower  form  and  vigorous  growth  make  this  a  wonderful  garden  variety. 

DEWFUL  (McGarvey  ’67)  is  one  of  the  iron-clad  oldies  that  deserves  a  spot 
in  any  garden.  The  large  medium  blue  flowers  with  light  sky  blue  style  arms 
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and  white  signal  are  held  just  above  very  erect  tidy  foliage. 

HUBBARD  (McEwen  ’82)  is  my  best  wine  red  Siberian.  A  rather  slow 
increases  it  has  proved  to  be  one  that  is  much  admired  by  the  mole  or  voles. 
INDY  (Hollingworth  ’85)  and  LADY  VANESSA  (Hollingworth  ’86)  are  most 
impressive  new  comers  to  the  red-violet  class.  Both  are  wonderful  garden 
plants. 

DANCING  NANOU  (A.M.  Miller  ’83)  is  a  flared  blue-violet  with  excellent 
form.  The  wide  flowers  are  produced  on  vigorous  plants.  This  one  also  tends 
to  repeat  bloom  giving  a  longer  time  for  enjoyment  of  this  handsome  plant. 

The  list  of  other  favorites  includes  TEMPER  TANTRUM,  FROSTY  RIM, 
AUGURY,  LAVENDER  BOUNTY,  PANSY  PURPLE,  DREAMING  SPIRES, 
HARPSWELL  HAZE,  LIMEHEART,  BORBELETA,  FLIGHT  OF  BUT¬ 
TERFLIES  and  SHIRLEY  POPE. 

Siberian  irises  were  the  first  irises  I  purchased  and  during  that  purchase  I 
was  talked  into  joining  the  AIS.  Draycott,  as  our  garden  is  called,  now  has 
many,  many  other  irises,  but  Siberians  still  reign  supreme. 

Siberian  Iris  Culture  in  Maine 

Shirley  Pope  (Maine) 

Growing  irises  in  Maine  can  be  quite  a  challenge.  We’ve  found  that  Siberian 
irises  are  probably  the  easiest  to  grow  if  one  becomes  aware  of  potential 
problems.  Our  weather  can  be  very  erratic.  Lack  of  snow  cover,  long  dry 
spells,  long  soggy  drizzles,  intense  humid  heat  and  severe  cold  with  a  vicious 
wind  chill  factor  all  occur.  With  a  little  special  care,  damage  can  be  avoided. 

Just  when  we  thought  we  had  everything  under  control,  along  came  the 
unexpected.  Something  we  hadn’t  planned  on:  a  long  freezing  rain  the  week 
before  Christmas.  This  rain  froze  on  contact,  covering  everything,  raised 
beds  and  all,  with  a  thick  coating  of  ice.  This  was  followed  by  two  more  heavy 
rains.  Most  of  the  Siberian  Gardens  ended  up  with  about  five  inches  of  solid 
ice.  Half  of  the  Japanese  iris  beds  were  under  ice  and  the  bearded  irises’ 
raised  beds  also  were  coated  with  thick  ice.  When  the  request  for  this  article 
arrived,  I  agreed  to  write  about  Siberian  iris  culture  but  said  I  would  have  to 
wait  until  spring  thaw  to  see  if  it  would  have  a  happy  ending  or  not. 

As  the  ice  melted,  the  irises  sat  covered  with  pools  of  water  for  weeks  with 
thawing  in  the  daytime  and  freezing  again  each  night.  The  first  iris  I  saw  was 
Sarah  Tiffney’s  Snow  Prince,  an  albino  form  of  I.  Siberica,  which  we  plan  to 
introduce  next  year.  Its  green  shoots  were  poking  through  the  soggy  ground 
looking  healthy  and  happy.  Eventually,  all  the  Siberians  emerged  unscathed 
by  the  smothering  ice. 

The  Japanese  irises  also  survived  but,  of  course,  the  TBs  bellied  up.  I’d 
already  lost  TBs  in  the  early  70’s  to  ice;  that’s  why  the  beds  were  raised.  The 
raised  beds  didn’t  make  any  difference. 

This  experience  has  made  me  more  aware  of  the  hardiness  of  the  Siber¬ 
ians.  The  Siberian  iris  is  able  to  withstand  heat,  cold,  and  now  ice.  It  only 
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needs  food  and  moisture  to  flourish.  It  will  bloom  in  full  sun  or  partial  shade.  Its 
foliage,  when  properly  cared  for,  is  essential  in  a  mixed  border.  Now,  because 
of  its  many  heights  and  colors,  the  Siberian  is  becoming  a  staple  in  the 
perennial  border. 

The  method  we  use  in  preparing  to  plant  Siberians  is  simple.  We  dig  out  all 
grass  roots.  Invading  grass  can  quickly  ruin  a  clump  of  Siberians  and  the  only 
way  to  get  rid  of  it  is  to  dig  up  the  clump  and  pull  it  all  apart.  Work  some  well 
rotted  manure  in  the  beds,  and  plant  with  the  top  of  the  rhizome  one  to  two 
inches  below  the  surface.  We  put  a  handful  of  moist  peat  with  the  soil  and  form 
a  mound  of  soil  for  the  rhizome  to  sit  on  so  there  will  be  no  air  pocket  beneath 
it.  Spread  the  roots  downward  over  the  mound,  cover  and  water  well.  Keep  the 
area  moist  until  the  plants  are  well  established.  We  mulch  the  irises  with  pine 
needles.  This  helps  keep  them  moist  during  hot  weather  and  protects  them 
during  the  freezing  and  thawing  of  our  open  winters. 

The  two  enemies  that  we  successfully  fight  are  iris  borers  and  botrytis.  We 
use  Cygon  2,  Orthene,  or  Isotox  to  fight  the  borer,  and  Benlate  to  ward  off 
botrytis.  We  combine  them,  mixed  according  to  directions  on  the  containers, 
and  spray  the  irises  once  in  early  spring  and  again  a  month  later.  We  probably 
won’t  spray  again  unless  we  find  a  problem  while  walking  through  the  gar¬ 
dens. 

We  feed  the  Siberians  several  times  with  a  liquid  fertilizer.  We  use  Miracid  at 
least  twice  a  year  because  our  sandy  soil  is  naturally  alkaline,  and  we  have  to 
water  frequently.  We  either  use  Hy-trous  or  Miracle  Grow  for  other  feedings. 

In  late  fall,  after  the  foliage  has  been  hit  by  severe  frost,  we  cut  all  foliage  to 
ground  level  and  apply  enough  mulch  to  maintain  an  even  temperature 
during  the  freezing  nights  and  the  thawing  days  of  early  winter.  We  cannot  rely 
on  snow  cover  to  protect  our  perennials  any  more.  By  cleaning  our  Siberian 
gardens  this  way  in  the  fall,  we  are  able  to  do  other  things  in  the  spring  while 
waiting  for  the  new  shoots  to  appear  through  the  mulch. 


FREE  ARILBRED  SEEDS 


Excess  seeds  from  my  airlbred  hybridizing  program  are  available  at  no  cost 
to  AIS  members  who  want  to  try  their  hand  at  growing  arilbreds  from  seeds. 
Send,  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to:  Lin  Flanagan,  5700  Rockhill  Rd., 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76112. 
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Irises  at  the  Hartford  Flower  Show 

Ruth  Schulz  (Connecticut) 

When  Bob  Rousseau  joined  the  Connecticut  Iris  Society  not  too  long  ago, 
he  walked  in  the  door,  said  “I  like  irises,”  and  then  said,  “Where  were  allot  you 
during  the  Hartford  Flower  Show?” 

It  seems  that  he  and  his  friend,  Don  Creighton,  had  begun  to  visit  every 
flower  show,  and  they  were  looking  for  irises.  We  were  dumbfounded.  We  have 
had  iris  shows,  but  we  never  tried  to  do  something  about  showing  irises  in  the 
winter. 

And  now,  Bob  and  Don  and  all  of  us  went  to  Hartford  and  talked  irises  to  our 
heart’s  desire — in  February!  We  knew  we  could  get  the  AIS  Display  Board, 
and  we  could  try  for  some  photos  of  local  irises,  but  how  could  we  look  around 
at  the  real  flowers  others  were  showing  if  we  didn’t  have  any  “real”  flowers 
ourselves? 


Connecticut  Iris  Society  booth,  including  blooming  irises,  at  the  Hartford 
Flower  Show  during  the  month  of  February,  1989. 
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Some  of  the  workers  at  the  Hartford  Flower  Show  iris  booth. 

Our  president,  Richard  Kiyomoto,  took  care  of  that  problem  for  us.  He  was 
able  to  get  bloom  with  the  use  of  carbon  dioxide  and  a  “little  machine.”  Just 
growing  them  under  glass  and  in  a  warm  room  wouldn’t  have  been  enough. 
On  February  11,  he  already  had  three  pots  of  median  irises  in  bloom — two 
weeks  before  the  show!  On  February  23,  he  had  four  more,  and  we  were  able 
to  carry  them  into  the  Civic  Center  to  show  for  four  days. 

Vi  Junas  was  our  art  chairman,  and  her  lovely  poster  with  colored  backing 
made  a  very  attractive  booth.  We  borrowed  a  day-projector  and  everyone  sent 
slides.  We  had  a  “free  drawing,”  and  we  collected  over  nine  hundred  slips 
from  this  with  names  and  addresses  of  iris  lovers. 

The  enthusiasm  of  our  group  was  contagious.  We  were  admiring  our  own 
slide  show  long  after  the  other  booths  were  all  set  up  and  the  workers  had 
gone  home.  We  will  do  it  again,  and  it  is  something  others  might  want  to  try. 

PRAIRIE  IN  BLOOM  -  OMAHA  1990 

May  20-24 
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Growing  Siberian  Irises  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego  (Oregon) 

Those  of  us  fortunate  to  live  in  the  Willamette  Valley  of  western  Oregon  are 
blessed  with  very  favorable  growing  conditions  for  a  wide  variety  of  nursery 
stock.  Located  in  USDA  hardiness  zone  8,  we  enjoy  a  long  growing  season, 
ample  rainfall  (an  average  of  44  inches  annually,  mainly  from  mid-October 
through  April)  and  excellent  well-drained  slightly  acidic  soil.  All  conditions 
conducive  to  growing  Siberian  Irises. 

Operating  a  small  hobby  nursery  specializing,  in  Siberian  Irises,  our  main 
focus  is  to  grow  and  propagate  these  irises  quickly  enough  to  satisfy  the 
public’s  ever-increasing  demand  for  them.  Although  we  try  to  maintain  display 
beds  of  mature  clumps  of  Siberians  (we  recently  moved  and  have  to  start 
again  from  scratch),  the  thrust  of  our  activity  is  growing  several  thousand 
Siberian  Irises  as  nursery  stock,  digging  and  dividing  them  each  season. 
While  this  is  certainly  a  different  perspective  than  the  home  gardener’s,  we 
have  gained  an  insight  and  familiarity  useful  to  anyone  interested  in  growing 
Siberian  Irises. 

Growing  Irises  as  row  crops  in  our  field  maximizes  our  ability  to  cultivate, 
water  and  fertilize  them  efficiently.  Our  shipping  season  is  cut  off  at  the  end  of 
September  each  year  so  that  we  can  dig,  divide  and  replant  all  of  our  Irises.  It 
does  seem  to  be  a  rather  monumental  chore,  but  one  necessary  to  increase 
our  stock.  This  work  is  usually  completed  before  the  fall  rains  begin,  so  we 
only  need  to  water  the  newly  planted  Irises  for  several  weeks  at  the  most. 
Using  a  cultivator,  soil  is  ridged  over  the  plants  to  provide  winter  protection,  an 
absolute  necessity  even  in  a  climate  as  mild  as  ours.  The  really  cold  weather 
usually  does  not  begin  until  after  Thanksgiving,  so  the  newly  planted  Irises  do 
have  some  time  to  become  established.  After  the  first  hard  freeze,  we  will 
remove  all  the  dead  leaves  from  our  established  clumps.  This  matter  of  good 
garden  hygiene  will  deny  cover  for  slugs  and  mice. 

New  growth  appears  on  all  of  our  new  Siberians  by  mid-March.  Another 
new  crop  emerges  at  this  time  as  well:  with  the  onset  of  warmer  weather  a 
population  of  very  hungry  slugs  hits  the  garden  looking  for  a  feast  of  those 
tasty  new  green  growing  tips.  We  prefer  the  use  of  Corey's  slug  bait,  as  it 
withstands  our  frequent  spring  rains  quite  well.  Siberians  are  quite  vulnerable 
at  this  time,  and  it  is  imperative  to  keep  a  vigilant  attitute  regarding  unwanted 
visitors. 

Early  spring  presents  a  number  of  frustrations  for  the  gardener.  Cabin  fever 
is  at  its  worst.  Here  in  the  Willamette  Valley,  we  have  a  monsoon  season 
starting  each  Friday  afternoon  and  continuing  through  Sunday  evening.  Most 
frustrating  is  seeing  the  weeds  grow  as  the  weather  warms.  We  rely  primarily 
on  cultivation  for  weed  control.  As  the  weeds  begin  to  grow  the  soil  is  often  too 
wet  to  be  worked.  By  the  time  the  soil  has  dried  enough  to  be  worked,  the 
weeds  will  have  an  insurmounable  advantage. Herbicides  have  become  quite 
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sophisticated,  with  preemergent  and  selective  chemicals  available  for  spe¬ 
cific  tasks.  Just  the  same,  we  are  extremely  wary  of  the  effects  of  use  and 
misuse  of  such  chemicals,  and  we  make  every  effort  to  avoid  them  whenever 
possible. 

We  have  found  a  relatively  safe  and  effective  use  of  an  herbicide  to  help 
control  this  first  early  spring  rush  of  weed  growth.  We  use  an  apparatus  similar 
in  appearance  to  a  hockey  stick,  with  a  hollow  handle  and  a  sponge-like 
head.  We  call  it  our  “daubber”  and  have  seen  several  variations  of  it  at  various 
nursery  supply  companies.  A  small  plastic  jar  at  the  top  of  the  handle 
contains  the  herbicide,  which  is  metered  through  the  handle  to  saturate  the 
spongy  head.  Using  Roundup  we  find  that  if  we  have  a  few  dry,  relatively 
warm,  late  winter  days,  its  use  can  be  quite  effective.  We  just  walk  through  our 
field  brushing  the  head  against  the  weeds,  taking  care  not  to  allow  it  to 
become  oversaturated  and  drip  onto  the  Irises.  This  allows  us  to  kill  off  the  first 
flush  of  weed  growth  with  a  minimum  of  danger  to  the  Iris.  One  or  two  such 
applications  in  the  late  winter  and  early  spring  allow  us  to  gain  the  upper  hand 
with  the  weeds  for  the  whole  season.  Later  a  modicum  of  cultivation  and 
hoeing  allows  us  to  keep  weeds  in  check.  Once  the  danger  of  heavy  frosts  is 
past,  the  extra  soil  is  removed  from  over  the  Irises. 

One  of  our  most  common  mistakes  is  not  getting  enough  water  onto  our 
Siberians  early  enough  in  the  Spring.  It  is  critical  to  get  about  one  inch  of 
water  on  Siberians  per  week  during  their  growing  season  and  our  experience 
has  been  that  failure  to  provide  this  water,  particularly  early  in  the  season,  will 
stress  the  plants  quite  a  bit. 

By  mid-April  the  soil  and  air  temperatures  have  warmed,  so  we  like  to  give 
our  Siberians  an  application  of  fertilizer.  Using  a  well-balanced  general 
garden  fertilizer,  we  side  dress  the  rows  using  a  granular  spreader  to  give  a 
neat  band  of  fertilizer  right  where  we  want  it. 

In  comparison  with  their  bearded  cousins,  Siberians  are  relatively  disease 
and  pest  free.  We  are  quite  fortunate  in  the  West  as  the  iris  borer  does  not  exist 
here,  so  we  have  not  had  any  experience  with  this  pest.  One  of  the  more 
annoying  creatures  in  our  area  is  the  leaf  tier,  which  gets  into  the  buds  and 
eats  the  bloom  before  it  opens.  While  this  is  not  a  life  threatening  problem  for 
the  Iris,  it  certainly  is  frustrating  for  the  grower.  Our  State  Agricultural  Agent 
has  suggested  using  bt  as  a  control.  Fortunately,  our  encounters  with  the  leaf 
tier  have  been  sporadic,  and  we  have  never  felt  the  need  to  eradicate  it 
chemically. 

Both  aphids  and  white  flies  can  infest  Siberians.  Again,  we  have  never  had 
a  serious  encounter  with  either  of  these.  Should  we,  our  first  mode  of  attack 
would  involve  using  one  of  the  new  Safer  products.  More  traditional 
pesticides  such  as  Cygon  2E  and  Orthens  WP  are  effective  against  these 
pests,  but  these  are  both  toxic  chemicals,  and  extreme  care  should  be 
exercised  with  their  use. 

We  have  always  considered  Siberians  to  be  disease  resistant.  Our  feelings 
about  this  have  changed,  as  each  year  we  lose  several  plants  to  some 
unknown  disease.  It  is  manifested  by  the  plant  turning  a  reddish  brown  color. 
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Our  State  Plant  Pathologist  has  been  unable  to  make  a  positive  identification 
on  the  source  of  this  problem.  Drawing  on  the  experience  of  PCN  growers,  we 
have  experimented  with  the  use  of  the  fungicide  Subdue.  If  we  can  treat  the 
affected  plants  early,  Subdue  will  arrest  the  development  of  the  problem.  It 
has  been  suggested  to  us  that  once  we  cease  the  Subdue  treatments  the 
problem  will  return.  While  it  has  never  been  a  widespread  problem  in  our 
garden,  it  has  piqued  our  interest.  Other  Siberian  growers  have  experienced 
similar  problems,  some  on  a  much  more  serious  scale.  Presently,  we  either 
isolate  or  destroy  any  of  the  afflicted  Irises.  We  are  keeping  a  sharp  eye  on  this 
situation,  both  in  our  own  garden  and  in  our  discussions  with  other  growers. 

During  mid-August  we  note  that  the  Siberians  begin  putting  out  their  new 
white  roots  signalling  the  beginning  of  our  digging  and  shipping  season.  As 
we  replant  our  Irises,  we  always  try  to  work  organic  material  back  into  the  soil. 
We  use  peat  moss  with  our  Siberians.  While  it  is  relatively  expensive,  it  is  both 
effective  and  convenient. 

Presently  we  grow  about  180  varieties  of  Siberian  Irises.  As  we  become 
better  established  in  our  new  home,  we  hope  to  have  many  of  these  repre¬ 
sented  with  established  clumps  in  our  display  areas.  Constantly  digging  and 
dividing  our  Siberians  perhaps  is  not  the  fairest  way  to  evaluate  various 
varieties,  but  we  have  developed  certain  favorites  over  the  years  nonetheless. 

There  has  always  been  quite  a  bit  of  interest  and  demand  for  white  Siber¬ 
ians.  There  are  a  number  of  excellent  white  Siberians  from  which  to  choose, 
beginning  with  the  classic  WHITE  SWIRL  (Casebeer).  KING  OF  KINGS 
(Varner)  wins  our  recommendation  for  the  superior  white,  with  YOUNG  LADY 
(Warburton)  and  WING  ON  WING  (McGarvey)  also  earning  our  enthusiastic 
endorsement.  CREME  CHANTILLY  (McEwen)  is  a  lovely  cream  colored  Siber¬ 
ian  abounding  in  outstanding  qualities.  Recently  GOLDEN  CRIMPING 
(McEwen)  has  caught  our  interest  with  its  creamy  petals  edged  in  gold. 

Light  blues  rank  highly  among  our  personal  favorites.  HARBOR  MIST 
(Waite)  consistently  gives  excellent  bloom.  SOFT  BLUE  (McEwen)  and  BLUE 
REVERIE  (McEwen)  are  among  our  favorite  light  blues.  ALTER  EGO  (Hager) 
and  DEAR  DELIGHT  (McEwen)  are  light  blues  we  think  quite  highly  of,  yet 
both  have  given  us  spotty  performance  overthe  years. 

There  are  a  number  of  excellent  mid-blues.  JAYBIRD  (Hager),  SEA  SHAD¬ 
OWS  (Brummitt),  SOLE  COMMAND  (Varner)  and  SUPER  EGO  (Hager)  are 
four  superior  medium  blue  bitones  which  we  would  recommend  without 
hesitation. 

There  are  so  many  dark  purple  Siberians,  each  with  its  own  distinguished 
qualities,  but  in  our  minds,  one  stands  out  above  the  rest:  CLEVE  DODGE 
(McEwen).  One  of  our  favorite  customers  is  a  nationally  known  landscape 
designer  who  enjoys  working  Siberian  Irises  into  his  designs.  While  we  rarely 
see  him  during  our  bloom  season,  he  drops  by  the  garden  several  times  each 
summer,  usually  with  one  of  his  clients.  The  purpose  of  his  visits  is  to  show  his 
clients  clumps  of  Siberians  and  to  select  Siberians  for  his  projects.  He 
chooses  to  make  his  selection  based  on  plant  form  and  growth  habit,  since  as 
he  suggests,  these  are  qualities  one  must  live  with  for  most  of  the  year,  while 
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the  bloom  season  lasts  so  short  a  time.  He  consistently  selects  CLEVE 
DODGE  (consequently  we  just  cannot  grow  it  quickly  enough).  CLEVE 
DODGE  offers  classically  arched  clumps  of  delicate  foliage  for  which  Siber¬ 
ians  are  so  well  noted.  The  flowers  have  excellent  form  with  such  clean  color. 

Not  all  of  our  experiences  with  Siberians  have  been  so  positive.  We  have 
grown  or  are  growing  most  of  the  “pink”  Siberians,  and  we  must  admit  to  being 
a  little  impatient  with  their  development.  Most  of  the  early  “pinks”  were  balky 
to  grow,  and  when  we  finally  were  able  to  coax  out  a  bloom,  we  were 
disappointed.  Progress  is  noticeable,  and  we  do  feel  that  LAVENDER  BOUN¬ 
TY  (McEwen)  is  the  superior  iris  in  this  class.  It  has  always  been  the  epitome 
of  vigor  in  our  garden,  and  the  color  and  form  of  the  flower  are  quite  pleasing, 
definitely  superior  to  others  we  have  seen  or  grown.  Its  parent,  LAVENDER 
LIGHT  (McEwen),  deserves  special  mention  because  of  its  tendency  to 
rebloom,  even  in  our  yearling  field. 

The  rose-wine  color  class  includes  many  of  our  favorites.  CHILLED  WINE 
(Hager),  ILLINI  CHARM  (Varner),  OMAR’S  CUP  (Hager),  TEMPER  TANTRUM 
(McGarvey)  and  VISUAL  TREAT  (Warburton)  are  all  excellent  irises  offering 
outstanding  color  to  the  garden. 

One  garden  favorite  that  we  simply  cannot  overlook  is  FLIGHT  OF  BUT¬ 
TERFLIES  (Witt).  Its  delicacy  and  grace  are  unmatched  in  Siberian  Irises.  A 
mature  clump  of  this  aptly  named  charmer  was  a  magnet  to  garden  visitors  at 
our  former  home. 

The  sheer  number  (and  expense)  of  new  Siberian  introductions  makes  it 
difficult  to  stay  on  top  of  all  the  new  developments.  In  our  area  there  are  just  a 
handful  of  gardens  where  one  can  see  newer  Siberians.  We  have  seen  many 
of  the  newer  varieties  just  once  or  twice,  so  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  form  a 
conclusive  opinion  on  them.  Just  the  same,  several  deserve  special  mention. 
We  have  seen  SILVER  ILLUSION  (Johnson)  bloom  two  seasons  in  our  garden, 
and  we  are  quite  excited  about  it.  BELLISSIMA  (Warburton),  HELIOTROPE 
BOUQUET  (Hollingworth)  and  IVORY  CREAM  (McEwen)  are  several  of  the 
more  recent  introductions  we  feel  merit  special  attention. 

With  so  much  happening  around  us  in  the  world  of  Siberians,  it  is  difficult  to 
keep  our  interests  in  check.  We  plan  to  incorporate  beds  featuring  species 
(40  chromosome)  Siberians  and  40  chromosome  hybrids.  We  also  wish  to 
expand  our  planting  of  Cal-Sibes  featuring  hybrids  from  Lorena  Reid,  Jean 
Witt  and  Thomas  Tamberg.  We  realize  these  irises  will  not  grow  everywhere  in 
the  country,  but  they  grow  very  well  here  and  we  find  the  Cal-Sibes  to  be 
absolutely  delightful. 

We  cannot  supress  our  joy  in  growing  Siberian  Irises.  They  are  simple  to 
grow,  requiring  a  minimum  of  care.  They  are  especially  well-suited  for  land¬ 
scaping,  particularly  here  in  the  Northwest.  If  you  have  not  grown  at  least  one 
clump  of  Siberians,  you  really  should  give  them  a  try. 
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Siberian  Iris  Culture  in  the 
Carolinas 

John  W.  Wood  (North  Carolina) 

This  article  will  cover  Siberian  iris  hybrids  derived  from  the  species  “I. 
Sibirica”  and  “I.  Sanguinea.”  These  are  the  28  chromosome  varieties  and 
most  of  our  garden  varieties  come  from  these  species.  “I.  Sibirica”  has  one  to 
two  branches  plus  terminal  with  five  to  nine  buds,  whereas  “I.  Sanguinea”  has 
unbranched  stalks  with  two  to  three  buds.  “I.  Sibirica”  is  native  to  central 
Europe  and  Russia,  and  “I.  Sanguinea”  is  native  to  Eastern  Siberia,  Japan, 
Manchuria,  and  Korea.  When  you  observe  your  Siberian  irises  in  bloom,  it  is 
quite  easy  to  determine  by  the  branching  or  lack  of  it  which  of  the  two  species 
is  predominant  in  a  particular  cultivar. 

Siberian  irises  do  best  in  a  good,  rich  garden  loam  into  which  has  been 
incorporated  some  composted  organic  material  to  primarily  retain  moisture, 
and  it  also  helps  to  keep  the  pH  slightly  on  the  acid  side.  The  pH  range  should 
be  from  5.5  to  6.9  although  they  will  grow  at  a  pH  of  7.0  or  slightly  above  but 
they  won’t  do  as  well.  Here  in  the  southeast  you  will  find  that  they  will  do  well  in 
most  garden  soils  unless  the  soil  happens  to  be  quite  sandy.  In  this  case,  it  is 
wise  to  add  organic  matter  as  well  as  peat  moss.  The  peat  moss  should  be 
spagnum  peat  moss  for  its  acidity  and  its  help  in  retaining  moisture  which  the 
Siberians  need  the  year  round. 

Fertilization  will  depend  on  the  type  of  soil  and  the  natural  fertility.  Since 
many  people  grow  Siberian  irises  in  the  perennial  border,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  border  be  fertilized  in  the  early  spring  with  a  light  feeding  of  5-10-10  and 
after  the  bloom  season  the  Siberians  will  need  a  light  feeding  of  4-8-8  to  help 
mature  the  new  increases.  Follow  the  same  fertilization  procedure  for  beds 
with  Siberians  only.  If  you  have  a  good  garden  soil,  it  is  not  necessary  to  give 
them  a  heavy  application  of  fertilizer.  Broadcast  the  fertilizer  lighty  over  the 
entire  bed  or  perennial  border.  Liquid  fertilizers  all  have  a  very  high  nitrogen 
content  which  Siberians  do  not  need  in  this  area.  This  type  of  feeding  causes 
lush  growth  and  less  bloom. 

Siberian  irises  are  very  adaptable  and  are  hardy  plants  which  like  plenty  of 
sun,  but  they  will  grow  in  light  shade  or  a  half  day  of  sun.  They  need  abundant 
moisture  in  the  spring  but  will  survive  some  drying  out  in  the  late  summer 
months.  They  will,  however,  do  better  if  they  are  kept  moist  all  summer.  If  there 
is  a  prolonged  dry  period  during  the  winter,  make  it  a  point  to  provide  some 
additional  moisture. 

Siberian  irises  are  notorious  for  self  fertilization,  so  unless  you  have  made 
specific  crosses  or  want  seed  from  a  selfed  cultivar,  it  is  best  to  cut  off  the 
seed  pods  before  they  mature.  They  not  only  sap  vigor  from  the  plant,  but  if  left 
to  nature,  they  scatter  and  germinate  among  the  named  cultivars. 

In  the  fall  when  the  foliage  begins  to  turn  brown,  I  cut  the  foliage,  leaving 
about  two  inches  of  stub,  and  I  remove  any  grass  or  weeds  that  might  be  in  the 
beds.  I  then  apply  about  two  inches  of  oak  leaves  which  have  weathered  in  a 
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pile  for  a  year  or  more.  If  oak  leaves  are  not  available,  pine  needles  will  do  as 
will  some  other  type  of  organic  mulch  that  will  add  acidity  as  it  decomposes. 
This  mulch  not  only  adds  acidity  as  it  decomposes,  but  it  also  helps  to  retain 
moisture  and  discourages  growth  of  grass  and  weeds.  Although  the  Siber¬ 
ians  will  survive  without  the  mulch,  it  saves  water  and  time  in  removing  grass 
and  weeds. 

I  find  that  the  Siberian  irises  are  more  resistent  to  diseases  and  pests  than 
many  of  the  other  garden  irises,  but  if  the  iris  borer  is  in  the  area,  one  will 
occasionally  be  found  in  the  Siberian  irises.  Therefore,  I  spray  with  a  systemic 
insecticide  in  the  spring  when  new  growth  is  about  four  or  five  inches  tall.  I  use 
Cygon  2E,  but  there  are  other  products  on  the  market.  If  you  do  spray,  be  sure 
to  follow  the  manufacturer’s  directions  closely.  I  personally  like  to  stay  away 
from  spraying  as  much  as  possible.  In  the  past  two  seasons,  the  Blister  Beetle 
has  appeared.  This  has  been  brought  on  by  hot,  dry  periods  in  late  July  and 
August.  This  poses  no  great  problem  other  than  some  unsightly  holes  in  the 
foliage  which  does  not  damage  the  plants.  As  a  control  I  use  an  aerosol 
cannister  of  Raid  house  and  garden  spray  rather  than  a  full  spray  program. 
Chances  are  you  will  not  encounter  any  problem  with  this  type  of  beetle. 

As  older  clumps  become  crowded  and  flowering  is  not  up  to  par,  it  is  time  to 
divide  the  clump  and  transplant.  Opinions  differ  as  to  when  this  should  be 
done  as  well  as  how  it  should  be  done.  I  do  the  dividing  and  transplanting 
during  the  month  of  September  and  have  excellent  results  with  virtually  no 
loss  of  plants. 

With  a  spading  fork  I  lift  the  whole  clump,  then  with  a  garden  hose  with  an 
adjustable  nozzle,  I  wash  away  as  much  soil  as  possible  from  the  roots  and 
break  the  clump  into  single,  two,  or  three  fans.  I  never  use  a  spade  to  separate 
the  clumps  as  much  plant  damage  and  root  damage  will  occur.  Two  spading 
forks  placed  back  to  back  in  the  center  of  the  clump  will  help  break  it  apart 
without  damage.  As  the  plants  are  separated,  I  individually  wash  each  one  in 
a  bucket  of  water,  removing  any  additional  soil  and  dead  material.  The  plants 
are  then  placed  in  a  second  bucket  with  enough  water  to  cover  the  roots  and 
they  remain  in  the  water  until  replanted.  The  real  secret  in  transplanting  or 
planting  Siberian  irises  is  to  make  sure  that  the  plants,  and  especially  the 
roots,  never  dry  out  from  the  time  they  are  dug  until  they  are  planted. 

Some  people  do  transplanting  in  the  spring,  but  unless  the  plants  are  given 
additional  water  and  pampering  for  a  couple  of  months,  I  do  not  advise  it.  If 
you  have  a  plant  or  small  clump  that  you  feel  must  be  moved  in  the  spring, 
then  retain  as  much  soil  as  possible  on  the  roots,  replant  immediately,  water  in 
well,  and  mulch. 

In  preparing  a  bed  for  planting  Siberian  irises,  I  first  till  the  soil  to  a  depth  of 
ten  to  twelve  inches.  If  there  is  not  plenty  of  organic  material  in  the  soil,  I  add 
spagnum  peat  moss  to  help  retain  moisture  and  add  acidity.  I  lightly  broad¬ 
cast  5-10-10  or  4-8-8  fertilizer  over  the  bed.  The  4-8-8  fertilizer  I  use  is  a 
special  formulated  mix  especially  for  azaleas  and  other  acid-loving  plants.  It 
contains  all  the  trace  elements  but  costs  about  as  much  again  as  the  stan¬ 
dard  5-10-10.  I  also  add  some  dehydrated  cow  manure  to  the  bed  and  all  of 
this  is  tilled  into  the  soil.  The  bed  is  now  ready  for  planting.  I  like  to  plant  in  a 
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freshly  tilled  bed  so  if  it  rains,  I  till  the  bed  again  before  planting. 

I  usually  plant  single  division  plants  and  never  more  than  two  divisions. 
Plants  which  are  ordered  are  broken  into  single  division  plants  and  rarely  is  a 
plant  lost.  I  plant  one  and  one  half  to  two  inches  deep,  making  an  inverted  V  of 
soil  using  my  middle  and  forefinger.  I  then  place  the  base  of  the  plant  on  the  V 
and  press  down,  pulling  the  soil  in  over  the  roots  and  around  the  plant.  The 
plants  are  then  watered  in  well  to  assure  that  there  are  no  air  pockets  around 
the  roots;  then  mulch  is  added.  Mulching  keeps  down  grass  and  weeds, 
helps  to  retain  moisture,  and  adds  fertility  to  the  soil  as  it  decomposes. 

When  I  add  a  Siberian  iris  plant  to  the  perennial  border,  I  loosen  the  soil  with 
a  garden  trowel  or  small  spade,  add  a  handful  of  spagnum  peat  moss  and  a 
handful  of  dehydrated  cow  manure,  mix  with  soil  and  plant.  No  additional 
fertilizer  is  added  until  it  is  time  to  fertilize  the  entire  border. 

Since  single  or  double  fan  plants  rarely  bloom  the  first  year  after  transplant¬ 
ing,  anticipate  when  a  clump  will  need  to  be  divided  and  transplanted,  and 
two  years  before  that  time,  take  off  three  or  four  fans  and  transplant  so  that  that 
cultivar  will  be  established  and  blooming  the  year  the  big  clump  is  divided 
and  transplanted.  In  this  way,  not  a  single  year  should  pass  without  bloom  on 
that  particular  variety  somewhere  in  the  garden. 

The  following  are  comments  on  some  favorite  Siberians  that  I  grow.  You  may 
think  me  somewhat  biased  in  that  I  am  partial  to  Siberians  with  pendant  type 
flowers.  I  think  there  is  nothing  more  beautiful  than  a  bed  of  Siberian  irises  of 
this  type  with  flowers  fluttering  in  the  breeze  like  a  swarm  of  butterflies.  They 
can  be  viewed  in  all  their  glory  from  across  the  garden  or  up  close  while  the 
flat,  flaring  type  flower  can  only  be  seen  in  its  fullness  up  close  or  when  it  is 
viewed  from  above. 

If  I  could  grow  only  one  Siberian  iris,  it  would  be  Lavender  Bounty.  This  rich 
lavender-pink  iris  is  among  the  first  to  bloom  and  blooms  the  whole  season  or 
about  eight  weeks  with  an  occasional  scape  later.  Although  the  flower  is  semi- 
flaring,  the  long  period  of  bloom  puts  it  high  on  my  list  of  favorites  and  the 
ruffling  is  a  bonus.  Sparkle  will  always  have  a  place  in  my  garden  with  its  pale 
mauve  standards  with  lighter  falls  veined  dark  mauve  and  with  a  gold  signal. 
The  candelabra  branching  with  three  flowers  open  at  the  same  time  makes  a 
show  specimen.  I  would  like  to  see  this  same  plant  with  the  mixture  of  blue- 
violet-purple  of  Little  Tricolor.  White  Swirl  will  always  have  a  place  in  my 
garden  for  so  many  good  things  have  come  from  it,  and  even  though  its 
parentage  is  unknown,  we  would  be  at  a  great  loss  if  it  did  not  exist.  Since  its 
introduction  in  1957,  it  is  amazing  how  many  good  performers  this  iris  has 
given  us:  Anniversary,  1965;  Super  Ego,  1965;  Limehart,  1968;  Ruffled  Velvet, 
1973;  and  Navy  Brass,  1973,  just  to  name  a  few — and  they  are  all  great  for  me. 

One  that  has  stood  the  test  of  time  is  Caesar’s  Brother  and  I  would  not  be 
without  it.  Tealwood  is  darker  in  color,  but  it  tends  to  be  too  tall  to  suit  me. 
Swank  does  great,  and  is  another  from  White  Swirl.  Summer  Sky  is  another 
favorite  of  mine  because  it  is  so  airy  and  fluttery  in  the  breeze. 

I  think  in  time  there  will  be  a  really  yellow  Siberian  iris,  but  it  sure  isn’t  here 
yet.  Dreaming  Yellow,  Floating  Island,  and  Butter  and  Sugar  all  have  some 
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yellow  when  they  first  open,  but  I  find  that  they  fade  to  white  or  cream  all  too 
quickly.  Butter  and  Sugar  tends  to  keep  the  yellow  in  the  falls  a  bit  longer.  I 
think  the  yellow  will  come  from  a  wide  cross  from  the  subseries 
Chrysographes  possibly  using  I.  Wilsonii  which  is  a  straw  yellow,  or  better  yet, 
"I.  forrestii”  which  is  a  buttercup  yellow.  Only  time  will  tell. 

Pink  Haze  is  the  nearest  to  pink  that  I  grow.  Although  it  still  has  some 
lavender  tones,  it  is  a  big  step  in  the  right  direction.  It  is  producing  some  real 
pink  seedlings,  but  they  contain  brown  reticulation  that  must  be  bred  out. 

My  favorite  in  the  red-purple  range  is  Chilled  Wine.  Another  one  that  I  do  not 
grow  is  Shirley  Pope  which  is  super.  A  couple  of  oldies  that  I  continue  to  grow 
are  Eric  the  Red  and  Towanda  Red  Flare.  Seedlings  from  Towanda  Red  Flare 
produced  for  me  in  1971  a  good  red-purple  which  has  been  grown  throughout 
Region  5  under  number  W-101-71.  It  has  performed  well  and  repeats.  It  has 
been  registered  as  Arbee  and  will  be  introduced. 

The  odd  ball  in  my  garden  is  Suji  Iri  which  I  assume  is  an  import  as  I  can  find 
no  data  on  it.  It  has  a  white  ground  with  red-purple  veining  and  has  the  “I. 
Sanguinea”  form.  Possibly  someone  can  enlighten  me  as  to  its  background. 

Some  smaller  Siberians  that  I  like  are  “I.  Sibirica  Nana  Alba”,  Little  White, 
and  Perry’s  Pygmy  and  the  latest  one  is  Baby  Sister.  Although  Baby  Sister  is 
listed  at  seven  inches,  it  tends  to  be  ten  inches  for  me  and  is  a  lovely  plant  for 
the  front  of  the  border  or  in  the  rock  garden. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  my  favorites  of  the  many  Siberian  irises  that  I  grow. 
Many  are  oldies,  but  they  are  still  great  in  the  garden. 

As  stated  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  I  have  dealt  with  28  chromosome 
diploid  irises  and  I  have  omitted  tetraploids  to  conform  to  that  statement. 
There  is  one  listed,  Dreaming  Yellow,  which  is  a  colchicine  induced  chimera.  I 
do  not  dislike  tetraploids  as  I  grow  several  of  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  just 
selected  two  and  registered  them.  They  were  grown  from  SIGNA  exchange 
seed  by  Ruby  Buchanan.  Tetraploids  tend  to  have  larger  flowers,  heavier 
stems,  larger  foliage,  and  deeper  coloring,  and  with  these  characteristics, 
they  do  not  flutter  in  the  breeze  as  the  diploids  do.  They  do,  however,  have  a 
definite  place  in  the  garden,  and  I  would  not  like  to  be  without  them. 

Siberian  irises  are  of  easy  culture  if  given  the  right  soil  and  moisture 
conditions,  virtually  pest  free,  have  a  long  bloom  season,  feature  attractive 
foliage  after  bloom,  and  are  making  their  mark  in  the  iris  world  today. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Ins  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144.  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE 
AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION 

October  1, 1988  to  March  31, 1989 

CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  MEMORY  OF: 


James  R.  Bell  (KY) 

Twin  States  Iris  Society  (KY-TN) 

Mrs.  Jeannie  Bennett  (AL) 

Huntsville  Chapter,  AIS  (AL) 

Claribell  Burgess  (CA) 

Clara  B.  Reese  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Chaplain  C.  S.  Cunningham  (TN) 

Twin  States  Iris  Society  (KY-TN) 

Henry  Danielson  (NM) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Sidney  P.  DuBore  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  ^CA) 

Region  9,  AIS 

Stanley  Dexter  (WA) 

Sidney  R  DuBose  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Janet  K.  Merrill  (NH) 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Lester  Fanning  (AL) 

Huntsville  Chapter,  AIS  (AL) 

Ada  FoSIett  (IL) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 
Francis  Gibson  (CA) 

Redwood  Ins  Society  (CA) 


Helen  Ruth  Gromala  (CA) 

James  R  McWhirter  (CA) 

Mrs.  Erma  Hodges  (GA) 

Oconee  Valley  Iris  Club  (GA) 

Hattie  Hubbard  (WA) 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Grace  Lindley  Johnson  (IN) 

James  R  McWhirter  (CA) 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
Francesca  Thoolen  (CA) 

Frank  V.  Kalich  (NM) 

Albuquerque  Aril  Society  (NM) 

Gladys  Kloberdanz  (CA) 

Elisemae  Nicholson  (M!) 

Agnes  Loveless  (Ml) 

Grand  Valley  Iris  Society  (Ml) 
James  R  McWhirter  (CA.) 

M.  A.  (Smoke)  Luna  (TN) 

Mrs.  Donald  King  (TN) 

Jim  Mahoney  (NM) 

Bob  Brooks  (CA) 

Katherine  E.  Mistele  (MO) 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
(KS-MO) 
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Curney  Morgan  (Ml) 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris 
Society  (Mi) 

Mrs.  Dorothy  G.  Pfeiffer  (MD) 

Francis  Scott  Key  Iris  Society 
(MD) 

August  Phillips  (CA) 

Bob  Brooks  (CA) 

Ray  and  Janice  Chesnik  (CA) 

lea  Pierson  (KS) 

Southwest  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 
(OK) 

Mattie  Reinhardt  (Wl) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  A.  Machulak 
(Wl) 

Wisconsin  Iris  Society  (Wl) 

Gladys  Reynolds  (UT) 

Crestview  Circle  Neighbors  (UT) 
Friends  and  Neighbors  (UT) 
Region  12,  AIS 

Douglas  and  Nevada  Reynolds 
(WY) 

Utah  Iris  Society  (UT) 

James  and  Ruth  Ritchie  (NC) 

Mike  and  Anne  Lowe  (VA) 

Lura  Roach  (CA) 

Bob  Brooks  (CA) 

Bernice  Roe  (CA) 

Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Carl  and  laRue  Boswell  (CA) 

Nathan  H.  Rudolph  (IL) 

Harley  E.  Briscoe  (IL) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 
Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 


Edgar  Searls  (WA) 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society  (WA) 

Lillian  Shoup  (IL) 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society  (IL) 

Eleanor  Westmeyer  (CT) 

Region  1,  AIS 

Barbara  Whitehouse  (MA) 

Carl  and  LaRue  Boswell  (CA) 
Sidney  P  DuBose  (CA) 

Ben  R.  Hager  (CA) 

Janet  K.  Merrill  (NH) 

Richard  T.  Pettijohn  (NE) 

Region  1,  AIS 
Allen  Wild  (MO) 

Catherine  Gates  (CO) 

Everett  and  Anne  Long  (CO) 
Long’s  Gardens  (CO) 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
IN  HONOR  OF: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Barr  (CA) 

Bernardo  Gardners  Club  (CA) 

Jean  Erickson  (CA) 

Olive  Rice  (CA) 

John  M.  Thompson  (IL) 

Region  9,  AIS 

Francesca  Thoolen  (CA) 

Olive  Rice  (CA) 

Phil  Williams  (TN) 

Huntsville  Chapter,  AIS  (AL) 

MUCH  APPRECIATED 
GIFTS  FROM: 

Rolling  Hills  Iris  Society  (OK) 
Show  Me  Iris  Society  (MO) 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  (OK) 


toff 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

Lowell  Storm 

Wyoming 

Gladys  Kloberdanz 

California 

Dr.  Irwin  A.  Conroe 

New  York 

Fred  Spellman 

Oklahoma 

Frances  Brown 

Virginia 

William  M.  Westfall 

llinois 

Approved  Affiliates  for  1989 


Region  1 

Connecticut  Iris  Society 

Richard  Kiyomoto,  Pres. 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 

Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts 

Janet  L.  Sacks,  Pres. 

45  Elm  St. 

Bedford,  MA  01730 

Maine  Iris  Society 

Robert  Sawyer,  Pres. 

RFD  5  Box  2653 
Brunswick,  ME  04011 

Western  New  Engand  Iris  Society 

Deborah  Wheeler,  Pres. 

RR  1  Box  305  B 
Colrain,  MA  01340 

Region  2 

Empire  State  Iris  Society 

James  G.  Burke,  Pres. 

46  Vincent  St. 

Lackawanna,  NY  14218 

Region  3 

Delaware  Valley  Iris  Society 
Grant  D.  Kegerise,  Pres. 

501  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Reading,  PA  19605 


Diamond  State  Iris  Society 

Theresa  Jewell,  Pres. 

310  Lloyd  Guessford 
Townsend,  DE  19734 

Mountain  View  Iris  Society 

Annette  Me  Andrew,  Pres. 

RD  4  Box  81 
Dalton,  PA  18414 

Susquehanna  Iris  Society 

Harold  L.  Griffie,  Pres. 

Box  315 

Biglerville,  PA  17307 

Region  4 

Blue  Ridge  Iris  Society 
-Vic  Layman,  Pres. 

4216  Brambleton  Ave.  S.W. 
Roanoke,  VA  24018 

Chesapeake  and  Potomac  Iris 
Society 

Richard  Sparling,  Pres. 
18016  Lafayette  Ave. 

Olney,  MD  20832 

Francis  Scott  Key  Iris  Society 

Rosalie  Yerkes  Figge,  Pres. 
(Mrs.  Frank  H.  J.  Figge) 

4  Maryland  Ave. 

Towson,  MD  21204 
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Fredericksburg-Richmond  Iris 
Society 

Roger  L.  Glasshoff,  Pres. 
1111  Wythe  Court 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22405 

Williamsburg  Iris  Society 

Betty  Worrell,  Pres. 

172  Skimino  Rd. 
Williamsburg,  VA  23185 

Tidewater  Iris  Society 

Richard  R.  Randall,  Pres. 
524  Windsor  Gate  Rd. 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23452 

Region  5 

Florida  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Jean  Quick 
315  Bowen  Rd. 

Davenport,  FL  33837 

Georgia  Iris  Society 

David  C.  Mohr,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  45493 
Atlanta,  GA  30320 

Oconee  Valley  Iris  Club 

Joe  Watson 

116  Watson-Reynolds  Rd. 

Milledgeville,  GA  31061 

Piedmont  Carolina  Iris  Society 

Marshall  Goforth 
Rt.  7  Box  665 
Gaffney,  SC  29340 

South  Carolina  Iris  Society 

Ted  M.  Lee,  Pres. 

Rt.  2  Box  197 
Cassatt,  SC  29032 

The  Summerville  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Thompson,  Pres. 
5066  France  Ave. 

N.  Charleston,  SC  29406 

Region  6 

Akron  Area  Iris  Society 

Eugene  D.  Tremmel,  Pres. 
5613  Wallings  Road 
North  Royalton,  OH  44133 


Central  Ohio  Iris  Society 

Le  Thomas,  Pres. 

26245  Tr.  59  Rt.  3 
Warsaw,  OH  43844 

Grand  Valley  Iris  Society 

Stuart  L.  Loveless,  Pres. 

2032  Jerome  Ave.  S.W. 

Grand  Rapids,  Ml  49507 

Indiana  Daylily-lris  Society 

Betty  Polanka,  Pres. 

R  #2 

Westport,  IN  47283 

Iris  Growers  of  Eastern  Indiana 

Mrs.  Philip  Moorhead,  Pres. 

715  E.  48th  St. 

Marion,  IN  46953 

North  East  Ohio  Iris  Society 

Wilford  (Mike)  James,  Pres. 

1065  Boston  Mills  Rd. 

Peninsula,  OH  44264 

North  Eastern  Indiana  Iris  Society 

Bernard  E.  Hobbs,  Pres. 

3303  Westfield  Rd. 

Noblesville,  IN  46060 

Southwestern  Michigan  Iris  Society 
Ronald  F.  Miller,  Pres. 

6065  N.  16th  St. 

Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Tri-County  Iris  Society 

Virginia  Maynard,  Pres. 

9562  Vermontville 
Dimondale,  Ml  48821 

Region  7 

Blue  Grass  Iris  Society 

Maynard,  D.  Van  Horn,  Pres. 

Rt.  2  Box  469  B 
Danville,  KY  40422 

Jackson  Area  Iris  Society 
Trudy  Lowe,  Pres. 

302  Crescent  Ave. 

Jackson,  TN  38301 

Louisville  Area  Iris  Society 

Rodney  A.  Adams,  Pres. 

4303  St.  Regis  Ln. 

Louisville,  KY  40220 
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Mid  State  Iris  Society 
Dean  Daniel,  Pres. 

Route  2  Box  274 
Woodbury,  IN  37190 

Memphis  Area  Iris  Society 
John  E.  Pierce,  Pres. 

8464  Bazemore 
Cordova,  TN  38018 

Middle  Tennessee  Iris  Society 
Mitchel  Wright,  Pres. 

113  Blue  Grass  Dr. 

Franklin,  TN  37064 

Southern  Kentucky  iris  Society 
Irene  Hughes,  Pres. 

1914  Price  Ave. 

Bowling  Green,  KY  42104-3330 

Tennessee  Valley  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Kearney  Crick,  Pres. 

Route  4 

Lewisburg,  TN  37091 

Twin  State  Iris  Society 
Willa  Swack,  Pres. 

Rt.  7  Box  274 
Lebanon,  TN  37087 

West  Tennessee  Iris  Society 
J.  R.  (Ray)  Collins,  Pres. 

1537  Eastridge  Drive 
Memphis,  TN  38119 

Region  8 

Iris  Society  of  Minnesota 
Jack  J.  Worel,  Pres. 

10930  Holly  Lane 
Osseo,  MN  55369 

Madison  Area  Iris  Society 
Carolee  Clay,  Pres. 

W7872  Stone  Road 
Beaver  Dam,  Wl  53916 

Wisconsin  Iris  Society 
Mr.  Royal  O.  Johnson,  Pres. 
24533  N.  Wind  Lake  Rd. 

Wind  Lake,  Wl  53185 

Region  9 

Blackhawk  Valley  Iris  Society,  Inc. 
Francis  Brenner,  Pres. 

Rt.  1  Box  1,  100  S.E.  St. 

Dakota,  I L  61018 


Mid-Illinois  Iris  Society 
John  L,  Bilski,  Pres. 

9127  Wedgewood  Dr. 

Fairview  Heights,  IL  62208 

Northern  Illinois  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  Charles  J.  Simon,  Pres. 
(Ruth  W.) 

10  S  122  Lorraine  Drive 
Hinsdale,  IL  60521 

Northshore  Iris  and  Day  lily  Society, 
Inc. 

Brian  J.  Clough,  Pres. 

1332  N.  Bosworth 
Chicago,  IL  60622 

Prairie  Iris  Society 
Pete  Stadler,  Pres. 

940  W.  Madison 
Pontiac,  IL  61764 

Southern  Illinois  Iris  Society 
George  S.  Poole,  Pres. 

Rt.  1  " 

Eldorado,  IL  62930 

Region  11 

Missoula  Iris  Society 
Ken  Baier,  Pres. 

606  Montana 
Missoula,  MT  59802 

Region  12 

Utah  Iris  Society 
Randy  D.  Brown,  Pres. 

186  W  800  N. 

Sunset,  UT  84015 

Region  13 

Greater  Portland  Iris  Society 
Ruth  Jackson,  Pres. 

470  E.  Berkeley 
Gladstone,  OR  97027 

King  County  Iris  Society 
Robert  Bruland,  Pres. 

3420  63rd  Ave.  N.E. 

Marysville,  WA  98270 

Pierce  County  Iris  Society 
Elvin  Van  Slyke,  Pres. 

32301-126  Ave.  East 
P.O.  Box  340 
Graham,  WA  99352 
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Tri-Gsty  Iris  Society 
Lyle  Earl  Fort,  Pres. 

2157  Hoxie 
Richland,  WA  99352 

Region  14 

Clara  B.  Rees  Iris  Society 
Walt  Dabel,  Pres. 

14950  Reynaud  Dr. 

San  Jose,  CA  95127 

Fresno  Iris  Society 
Sharon  Wylie,  Pres, 

51  S.  Byron  Dr. 

Lemoore,  CA  93245 

Kings  Iris  Society 
Evelyn  Hayes,  Pres 
51  S.  Byron  Dr. 

Lemoore,  CA  93245 

Leo  T.  Clark- Foothill  Area  Iris 
Society 

Rex  Clark,  Pres. 

135  East  Chapman 
Orland,  CA  95963 

Monterey  Bay  Iris  Society 
Carol  Jar ratt,  Pres. 

36  Casa  Way 
Scotts  Valley,  CA  95066 

Mt,  Diablo  Iris  Society 
Dan  Johnson,  Pres. 

201  Military  West 
Benicia,  CA  94510 

Redwood  Iris  Society 
Mr.  Bruce  Loberg,  Pres. 
1900  Mt.  View  Ln. 

Redwood  Valley,  CA  95470 

Sacramento  Iris  Society 
Barbara  Penfield,  Pres. 

580  Encina  Drive 
Folsom,  CA  95630 

Santa  Rosa  Iris  Society 
Teressa  M.  Rigby,  Pres. 
2087  Curtis  Dr 
Penngrove,  CA  94951 

Sequoia  Iris  Society 
Ed  Matheny  III,  Pres. 

123  Berkeley  Dr. 

Tulare,  CA  93274 


Shasta  Iris  Society 
Ardith  Kuss,  Pres. 

1770  Jacqueline  St. 

Anderson,  CA  96007 

Southern  Nevada  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Jack  (Helen)  Cochran,  Pres. 
272  Aztec  Lane 
Henderson,  NV  89015 

Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
Edward  Wilkinson,  Pres. 

4145  Lincoln  Ave. 

Oakland,  CA  94602 

West  Bay  Iris  Society 
David  Haveman,  Pres. 

509  Oceanview  Ave. 

San  Mateo,  CA  94401 

Region  15 

Hi -Desert  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

Cal  Bostwiek,  Pres. 

5132  Pearblossom  Hwy. 

Palmdale,  CA  93550 

Inland  iris  Society 
J.  Conklin,  Pres. 

15391  Purdy  Lane 
Westminster,  CA  92683 

San  Diego-Imperial  Counties  Iris 
Society 

Dorothy  Driscoll,  Pres. 

6338  Lake  Athabaska  PL 
San  Diego,  CA  92119 

San  Fernando  Valley  Iris  Society 
William  H.  Rinehart,  Pres. 

22218  Schoenborn  St. 

West  Hills,  CA  91304 

Southern  California  Iris  Society 
Mr.  Lynn  Mcllwain,  Pres. 

626  N.  Lyall  Ave. 

West  Covina,  CA  91790 

Sun  Country  Iris  Society 
Gloria  M.  Beatty,  Pres. 

7339  W.  Turney  Ave. 

Phoenix,  AZ  85033 

Tucson  Area  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Leslie  A.  Follett,  Pres. 

901  W.  Las  Palmas  Drive 
Tucson,  AZ  85704 
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Region  17 

Benson  Iris  Society 
Jackie  H.  Parker,  DVM,  Pres. 
Rt.  2,  Box  237-B 
Iowa  Park,  TX  76367 

El  Paso  Iris  Society 
Ed  Knoblauch,  Pres. 

1019  Moore 
El  Paso,  TX  79902 

Fort  Worth  Iris  Society 
Thomas  E.  Welches,  Pres. 
1105  Sproles 
Ft.  Worth,  TX  76126 

Iris  Society  of  Austin 
Lorraine  Dragon,  Pres. 

13422  Onion  Creek  Drive 
Manchaca,  TX  78652-6818 

Iris  Society  of  Dallas 
Herb  Sprowls,  Pres. 

617  Pine  Bluff 
Lewisville,  TX  75067 

Johnson  County  Iris  and  Daylily 
Society 

Tom  Goodrum,  Pres. 

3915  Red  Bird  Lane 
Joshua,  TX  76058 

New  Braunfels  Iris  Society 
Kenneth  Triesch,  Pres. 

763  Mary  Blvd. 

New  Braunfels,  TX  78130 

North  Plains  Iris  Society 
John  Chaney,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  36 
Skellytown,  TX  79080 

Permian  Basin  Iris  Society 
Dorothy  Hargis,  Pres. 

1833  E.  49 
Odessa,  TX  79762 

South  Plains  Iris  Society 

Donald  W,  Rude,  Pres. 

3312  75th 
Lubbock,  TX  79413 

Texoma  Iris  Society 
Charles  E.  Montgomery,  Pres. 
Rt.  3,  Box  542A 
Pottsboro,  TX  75076 


Waco  Iris  Society 
Mary  R  Fussell,  Pres. 

5836  Caldwell 
Waco,  TX  76710 

West  Texas  iris  Society 
Floy  M.  LI  I  ley,  Pres. 

1704  W.  Kentucky 
Midland,  TX  79401 

Region  18 

Boothill  Iris  Club 

Burnice  Shelly,  Pres. 

2207  Hart 

Dodge  City,  KS  67801 

Garden  City  Area  Iris  Club 
Harold  Smith,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  235 
Holcomb,  KS  67851 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
Jim  Hedgecock,  Pres. 

Rt.  1  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Greater  St.  Louis  Iris  Society 
Sheldon  H.  Butt,  Pres. 

1904  Arrowhead  Ln, 

Godfrey,  IL  62035 

Hi-Plains  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  (Edgar))  Geneva  L.  Dies, 
Pres. 

212  E.  23rd  St. 

Hays,  KS  67601 

Hutchinson  Iris  Club 

Evelyn  J.  Henricks,  Pres. 

1113  East  20th  Ave. 

Hutchinson,  KS  67502 

Jeffco  Iris  Society 
Carla  Steinkoetfer,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  65 
Mapaville,  MO  63065 

Mineral  Area  Iris  Society  (M.A.LS.) 
Goldie  Stevens,  Pres. 

Box  136 

Crystal  City,  MO  63019 

O’Fallon  Iris  Society 
Roy  Bohrer,  Pres. 

#1  Summer  CT. 

O'Fallon,  MO  63366 
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Parsons  Area  Iris  Society 
Merle  Smith,  Pres. 

RR  #3  Box  126 
Parsons,  KS  67357 

Semo  Iris  Society 
Chester  Blaylock,  Pres. 

108  S.  West  End  Boulevard 
Cape  Girardeau,  MO  63701 

Show  Me  Iris  Society 
Marsha  Riheson,  Pres. 

1201  Jobe 

Jefferson  City,  MO  65101 

Tri  State  Iris  Society 
Florence  Brower,  Pres. 

Box  295 

Granby,  MO  64844 

Washington  Iris  Club 
Luella  Pehle,  Pres. 

RR  3  Box  150 
Washington,  MO  63090 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Society 
Shirley  M.  Gresty,  Pres. 

7825  S.  McIntosh  Rd. 

Derby,  KS  67037 

Region  19 

Garden  State  Iris  Society 
Nancy  Szmuriga,  Pres. 

444  South  5th  Ave. 

Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

Region  20 

Elmohr  Iris  Society 
John  P.  Knudtson,  Pres. 
14553  Westchester  Dr. 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80921 

Loomis  Iris  Society 

Emery  Swartzendruber,  Pres. 

702  So.  13th  St. 

Rocky  Ford,  CO  81067 

Region  21 

Dawson  County  Iris  Society 
Harold  Marshall,  Pres. 

Rt.  1,  Box  87 
Loomis,  NE  68958 


Elkhorn  Valley  Iris  Society 
Marion  Burleigh,  Pres. 

Rt.  4,  Box  206 
Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Greater  Omaha  Iris  Society 
James  I.  Ennenga,  Pres. 

1621  No.  85th  St. 

Omaha,  NE  68114 

Lincoln  Iris  Society 
Gayle  L.  Jensen,  Pres. 

302  S.  15th 
Ashland,  NE  68003 

Sioux  Empire  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Bledsoe  (Helen), 
Pres. 

2024  South  1st  Ave. 

Sioux  Falls,  SD  57105 

Siouxland  Iris  Society 
Dennis  Wolf,  Pres. 

R.R.  1,  Box  124 
LeMars,  IA  51131 

Trails  West  Iris  Society 
Viola  Schreiner,  Pres. 

HC  86,  Box  91 
Bayard,  NE  69334 

Region  22 

Central  Arkansas  Iris  Society 
Tom  W.  Dillard,  Pres. 

337  Charles  St. 

Little  Rock,  AR  72205 

Hot  Springs  Iris  Society 

Tim  Hassell,  Pres. 

804  Majestic  Lodge  Rd. 

Hot  Springs,  AR  71913 

Norman  Area  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Spence  (Leona),  Pres. 
Rt.  2,  Box  130 
Norman,  OK  73071 

Northern  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 
Ray  Cantwell,  Pres. 

320  N  9th 

Ponca  City,  OK  74601 

Oklahoma  Iris  Society 
Helen  L.  Foster,  Pres. 

2404  Southwest  81st  Street 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73159 
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Rolling  Hills  iris  Society 

Virginia  Mathews,  Pres. 

315  S.  Granview  Ct. 

Stillwater,  OK  74074 

Sooner  State  Iris  Society 
Virginia  Mathews,  Pres. 

315  S.  Grandview  Ct. 

Stillwater,  OK  74074 

Southwest  Oklahoma  Iris  Society 
Mrs.  Velma  Bluford,  Pres. 

330  N.W.  Compass 
Lawton,  OK  73505 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society 
Melinda  Robbins,  Pres. 

PO.  Box  1173 
Tulsa,  OK  74101-1173 

White  County  Iris  Society 
LaVera  Burkett,  Pres. 

1002  Randall  Dr. 

Searcy,  AR  72143 

Region  23 

Albuquerque  Aril  Society 

Susan  Latimer,  Pres. 

291  Sandia  Rd.  N.W. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

Lea  County  Iris  Society 

W.  A.  Brown,  Pres. 

1732  N.  Jefferson 
Hobbs,  NM  88240 

Mesilla  Valley  Iris  Society 

Jeffrey  L.  Anderson,  Pres. 

300  W.  Taylor  Rd. 

Las  Cruces,  NM  88005 

New  Mexico  Iris  Society 

Ruth  Bronson,  Pres. 

10243  Belnap  PI.  N.W. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87114 

Roswell  Iris  Society 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Cook,  Pres. 

2404  Cornell  Dr. 

Roswell,  NM  88201 


Santa  Fe  Iris  Society 
Mr.  Larry  Anava,  Pres. 

P.O.  Box  227 
Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

The  Albuquerque  Iris  Guild 

Howard  Shockey,  Pres. 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 
Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

Region  24 

Arab  Iris  Society 

M.  L.  Underwood,  Pres. 

Rt.  4  Box  262 
Arab,  AL  35016 

Birmingham  Area  Iris  Society 

Joe  M.  Langdon,  Pres. 

5605  11th  Ave.  South 
Birmingham,  AL  35222 

Blount  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

Louise  Sloan,  Pres. 

Rt.  3  Box  404 
Blountsville,  AL  35031 

Cullman  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

Evelyn  Powe,  Pres. 

Rt.  7  Box  395 
Cullman,  AL  35055 

Guntersville  Iris  and  Daylily  Society 

John  Adkins,  Pres. 

200  Pecan  Ave. 

Albertville,  AL  35950 

Huntsville  Chapter  of  A.I.S. 

Patricia  Mitchell,  Pres. 

1702  Dianne  St.  S.W. 

Decatur,  AL  35601 

Marshall  Iris  Society 

Evelyn  S.  Oates  (Mrs.  William), 
Pres. 

100  Collier  Dr. 

Albertville,  AL  35950 
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In  Quest  of  Fertile  Arilmedians 

Sharon  McAllister  (New  Mexico) 

When  a  fully  fertile  arilmedian  appears,  can  others  be  far  behind?  A  look  at 
the  history  of  arilbreds  tells  us  that  they  can.  IB-MAC,  the  first  fully  fertile 
amphidiploid,  was  introduced  in  1910 — but  there  were  no  more  until  CAP- 
ITOLA  was  introduced  in  1940.  The  story  of  C.  G.  White’s  many  decades  of 
devotion  to  this  breeding  program  is  well  known.  He  introduced  JOPPA 
PARROT  in  1945  and  a  number  of  others  over  the  next  decade,  forming  the 
basis  of  our  modern,  fertile  halfbreds.  It  took  almost  fifty  years  from  the 
introduction  of  the  first  amphidiploid  before  breeding  material  from  a  fertile 
family  became  widely  available. 

Does  it  have  to  take  that  long,  now  that  we  have  the  benefit  of  the  knowledge 
gained  by  our  predecessors?  Part  of  that  time  was  lost  because  IB-MAC  was 
unique  and  its  breeding  potential  thus  largely  unrecognized.  At  least  today, 
we  know  what  to  look  for  in  terms  of  a  breakthrough  like  this  and  what  to  do 
with  it  once  we’ve  found  it.  We  also  have  the  foundation  of  many  years  of  work 
with  the  arilmedians  by  a  number  of  different  hybridizers — both  in  terms  of 
knowledge  and  varieties  that  exhibit  at  least  partial  fertility.  Admittedly,  there 
are  additional  compatibility  problems  encountered  in  working  with  the  arilme¬ 
dians,  but  I  believe  that  we  can  develop  fully  fertile  arilmedians  in  much  less 
than  the  50-year  span  you  might  infer  from  this  disclosure. 

One  reason  for  my  optimism  is  GENE’S  LITTLE  SECRET  and  its  many 
offspring.  This  fully  fertile  aril-median  came  from  the  selected  seedlings  of  the 
late  hybridizer  Eugene  A.  Hunt,  who  was  probably  best  known  for  his  ES¬ 
THER,  THE  QUEEN  (C.G.  White  Award,  1971)  and  MARTHA  MIA  (C.G.  White 
Award,  1981).  He  was  also  adept  at  wide  crosses,  obtaining  seedlings  that 
many  would  consider  impossible. 

Gene  had  told  me  about  a  seedling  that  he  had  obtained  from 
LILLIBRIGHT  x  I.  SUSIANA,  which  was  extremely  fertile.  Of  course,  offspring 
from  that  cross  would  normally  be  infertile,  but  he  believed  that  the  SUSANNA 
chromosomes  had  doubled  on  meiosis,  just  like  those  from  IBERICA  had 
doubled  in  producing  IB-MAC.  I  guested  a  number  of  his  irises  but,  much  to 
my  later  regret,  I  declined  this  one  on  the  ground  that  arilmedians  don’t  do 
well  in  my  climate. 

During  my  first  visit  to  Gene’s  garden  after  his  death,  I  found  a  row  of  ORB 
74-1  in  full  bloom.  I  didn’t  know  much  about  arilmedians,  but  I  could  tell  that 
Gene  considered  it  important  because  there  was  more  of  it  than  any  other 
variety  in  the  garden.  The  fact  that  it  was  growing  under  number  told  me  that 
Gene  was  planning  to  introduce  it.  I  couldn’t  find  the  pedigree  in  the  available 
garden  records,  so  I  registered  GENE’S  LITTLE  SECRET  as  parentage  un¬ 
known.  I  introduced  it  hoping  that  someone  more  knowledgeable  would 
discover  why  he  considered  it  so  important. 

Additional  study  of  his  garden  records  and  correspondence  led  me  to  the 
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conclusion  that  ORB  74-1  was  actually  LILLIBRIGHT  x  I.  SUSIANA.  There 
were  several  reasons:  LILLIBRIGHT  X  I.  SUSIANA  was  the  only  fertile  arilme- 
dian  seedling  that  Gene  ever  mentioned  to  me;  ORB  74-1  was  the  only  fertile 
arilmedian  I  found  in  his  garden;  and  the  description  matched.  In  addition, 
analysis  of  Gene’s  garden  maps  showed  that  LILLIBRIGHT  X  I.  SUSIANA  had 
been  in  a  row  he’d  dug  the  previous  season  and  moved  into  the  area  in  which  I 
found  ORB  74-1.  I  started  making  test  crosses  with  it.  The  late  Col.  Gus 
Seligmann  also  guested  GENE’S  LITTLE  SECRET  for  me,  enabling  it  to  be 
tested  with  his  medians  and  arilmedians. 

Southern  New  Mexico  has  very  mild  winters,  which  have  an  adverse  effect 
on  arilmedian  bloom.  In  an  extremely  good  year,  I’ve  had  as  high  as  25% 
bloom;  but  I’ve  also  had  years  with  no  arilmedian  bloom  at  all.  A  typical 
season  has  about  10%  bloom,  which  is  not  conducive  to  rapid  progress  in  the 
seedling  patch.  I  can’t  report  total  success,  but  I’ve  now  made  enough 
crosses  to  be  convinced  that  there  is  significant  potential  to  be  explored  in 
this  line.  I’ve  decided  to  share  my  observations,  in  the  hope  that  those  of  you 
with  more  hospitable  climates  will  also  become  interested  in  making  some  of 
these  crosses. 

GENE’S  LITTLE  SECRET  (hereafter  abbreviated  GLS)  has  proven  com¬ 
patible  with  many  different  types  of  irises,  so  I  find  it  easiest  to  discuss 
crosses  in  terms  of  general  type  rather  than  specific  varieties.  I’ll  start  with  the 
crosses  I’ve  found  most  productive: 

Halfbreds  with  GLS 

Pollen  from  GLS  is  extremely  potent  on  halfbreds,  producing  full  pods.  It 
also  sets  full  pods  with  halfbred  pollen,  and  the  germination  rate  is  better 
than  that  of  many  halfbreds.  Offspring  are  fascinating.  GLS  appears  to  be 
highly  recessive  in  pattern  and  form,  so  that  these  seedlings  are  frequently 
scaled-down  versions  of  the  other  parent.  Most  are  around  18"  in  height, 
with  a  flower  appropriately  proportioned.  In  terms  of  branching,  pattern 
and  form,  they  look  like  miniature  C.G.  White  types,  but  they  stand  the  wind 
and  weather  much  better  than  their  taller  relatives.  They  come  in  many 
different  colors.  One  of  my  favorites  is  a  soft  pastel  blend  of  buff  and  pink 
from  ORA  J.  SEALE  x  GLS,  which  I’ll  introduce  if  it  continues  to  perform  well. 
Although  preliminary  tests  show  some  fertility,  it’s  too  soon  to  make  any 
generalizations. 

Median  with  GLS 

Although  the  number  of  crosses  was  limited,  GLS  also  proved  compatible 
with  SDB’s  (such  as  INDIAN  POWWOW)  and  IB’s  (such  as  POCKET 
MONEY).  Control  was  attempted  by  making  similar  crosses  using  ESTHER, 
THE  QUEEN,  which  is  known  to  have  produced  good  quarterbreds  when 
crossed  with  medians.  While  we  got  no  pods  from  using  EQ  with  the 
medians,  we  did  obtain  in  pods  using  GLS.  These  weren’t  full  pods  like  the 
ones  obtained  with  halfbreds,  but  they  did  have  a  reasonable  number  of 
good  seeds,  along  with  the  expected  chaff.  Because  of  limited  space,  we 
planted  only  enough  to  test  germination  potential.  None  of  the  resultant 
offspring  were  deemed  worthy  of  introduction,  but  this  decision  should  be 
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considered  in  light  of  my  personal  preference  for  the  oncos  and  near-onco- 
appearing  arilbreds.  Only  one  of  these  crosses  used  GLS  as  the  pod 
parent  (GLS  x  POCKET  MONEY).  GLS  produces  abundant  pollen,  enough 
that  I  can  cross  the  pollen  from  one  flower  of  GLS  onto  from  6  to  9  other 
flowers.  This  means  that  the  vast  majority  of  my  seedlings  from  GLS  have  it 
as  the  poiien  parent.  If  you  are  using  halfbreds  with  medians  to  get  quar- 
terbred  arilmedians,  you  may  wish  to  experiment  with  GLS. 

Quarterbred  arilmedians  with  GLS 

I  didn’t  expect  to  get  any  takes  from  this  type  of  cross,  because  of  the 
unbalanced  chromosome  sets — but  apparently  no  one  bothered  to  explain 
this  to  the  irises.  They  surprised  me  with  a  number  of  apparently  good 
seeds,  but  none  have  been  planted  due  to  limited  space.  Although  I  have 
no  plans  to  pursue  it  myself,  I  think  that  this  might  be  an  interesting  line  to 
work  with  in  a  more  hospitable  climate.  It  could  have  a  potential  for  the  kind 
of  progress  Lin  Flanagan  has  made  recently  with  crossing  his  !4  arilbreds 
back  to  y2  arilbreds:  three-eights-breds  that  look  and  breed  much  like 
halfbreds. 

Triploid  arilmedians  X  GLS 

Triploid  arilmedians  usually  have  a  diploid  aril  as  one  parent  and  a  median 
as  the  other.  They  are  notoriously  infertile — as  were  the  original  diploid 
arilbreds.  Theoretically,  nothing  should  come  from  this  cross;  but,  theoreti¬ 
cally,  GLS  should  be  equally  infertile.  It  was  this  particular  type  that  made 
me  decide  to  write  an  article.  The  catch  is  that  there  are  relatively  few 
medians  of  this  type  and  I  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  bloom  in 
my  garden.  No  bloom,  no  crosses.  No  crosses,  no  progress.  If  you  grow 
any  of  these  varieties  (for  example,  Zaccheus,  Canasta,  Calypso  Clown, 
Night  Light),  I’d  like  to  tempt  you  with  a  proposed  experiment:  try  crossing 
them  with  Gene’s  Little  Secret.  I  would  bravely  predict  very  few  takes  from 
such  a  wide  cross,  but  that’s  what  I  said  about  the  crosses  of  GLS  with  the 
quarterbreds  before  I  started  harvesting  seeds.  Based  on  my  experience 
with  arilbred  triploid  x  amphidiploid  crosses,  I’d  predict  a  fairly  good 
chance  of  fertility  in  any  seedlings  you  might  get. 

Halfbred  arilmedians  with  GLS 

I  know  of  at  least  one  halfbred  with  median  ancestry,  Danielson’s  BLACK 
DAZZLER  from  LILLIBRIGHT  X  PERSIAN  PANSY.  There  may  be  others.  If  I 
can  find  them,  I  propose  to  cross  them  with  GLS.  You  might  like  to  try  it,  too. 

Arils  with  GLS 

GLS  has  produced  a  limited  amount  of  seed  when  crossed  with  arils,  but  I 
haven’t  raised  any  of  the  seedlings  to  bloom  size. 

The  type  of  cross  that  produced  GLS  (median  x  aril)  is  also  worth  repeating. 
There  are  two  reasons  that  we  have  few  arilmedians  from  this  kind  of  cross. 
The  first  is  that  there  are  relatively  few  places  that  both  types  thrive.  This  cuts 
down  on  the  number  of  people  who  can  even  attempt  the  cross,  but  can  be 
readily  overcome  through  the  simple  expediency  of  mailing  pollen.  (I’ll  be 
glad  to  send  aril  pollen,  if  you  need  it.)  The  second  problem  is  that  this  is  a 
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wide  cross  that  yields  relatively  few  takes.  Many  people  consider  this  a  futile 
cross  because  the  offspring  will  typically  be  infertile  triploids,  but  many  of 
them  make  excellent  garden  subjects  and  take  honors  at  the  show.  One 
(Loud  Mouth)  even  took  the  C.G.  White  Award.  In  the  long  run,  however,  there’s 
an  even  better  reason  for  continuing  to  make  crosses  like  this.  They  provide  a 
chance  to  get  another  breakthrough  in  breeding.  It  may  be  a  slim  chance,  but 
it’s  certainly  much  better  than  the  odds  of  winning  one  of  those  magazine 
sweepstakes! 

I’ve  tried  to  include  enough  information  about  each  type  of  cross  to  enable 
you  to  experiment  with  it  if  you’re  interested,  yet  not  get  bogged  down  in  too 
many  details.  I  hope  you’re  not  disappointed  that  I  haven’t  explained  why 
Gene’s  Little  Secret  is  so  fertile.  The  problem  is  that  I  really  don’t  know, 
although  several  theories  have  been  proposed. 

One  is  that  I  must  have  dug  a  median  by  mistake.  This  does  not  make  sense 
to  me  because  both  the  garden  marker  and  the  map  used  the  designation 
“ORB”,  a  prefix  that  Gene  used  only  for  his  arilbreds.  It  has  also  been 
suggested  that  this  was  a  contaminated  cross,  so  that  the  true  parentage  is 
LILLIBRIGHT  X  unknown  median.  To  me,  test  crosses  disprove  both  of  these 
possibilities.  If  it  were  a  median,  I  would  expect  even  greater  compatibility 
with  medians  and  much  less  with  arils.  I’d  also  expect  fewer  seeds  from 
crosses  with  known  halfbreds  and  offspring  from  those  crosses  that  bear 
some  resemblance  to  the  quarterbred  arilmedians. 

A  number  of  people  have  explained  to  me  why  it  can’t  be  fertile.  This  starts 
with  the  explanation  that  LILLIBRIGHT  is  an  amphidiploid  and  I.  SUSIANA  a 
diploid  so  that  their  offspring  must  be  a  trispecies  triploid.  Sometimes  it 
continues  through  the  assessment  that  even  if  the  aril  chromosomes  had 
doubled  as  Gene  speculated,  GLS  would  still  have  an  unbalanced  karotype 
of  8:12:10:10  and  be  limited  fertile,  at  best. 

The  most  plausible  explanation  that  I’ve  heard  was  the  late  Tom  Wilkes’ 
speculation  that  some  type  of  selective  fertilization  is  taking  place.  If  you  have 
a  theory  about  why  this  iris  will  cross  with  just  about  anything,  I’d  love  to  hear 
it!  In  the  meantime,  the  fact  remains  that  it  is  extremely  fertile  and  gives  me 
some  interesting  seedlings.  So  I  intend  to  keep  on  experimenting  with  it,  and  I 
invite  you  to  join  me. 
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Three  Good  and 
Easy  American  Natives 

Jean  Witt  (Washington) 

Our  own  American  species  have  already  given  us  two  outstanding  groups 
of  irises  for  our  gardens — Louisianas  and  Pacific  Coast  Natives.  Here  is 
another  trio  of  natives  which  are  adaptable  over  a  wide  range  of  growing 
conditions  and  which  are  rapidly  gaining  in  popularity  with  species  iris  buffs. 

/.  setosa,  the  Alaska  wild  iris,  has  perhaps  the  widest  distribution  of  any 
species  in  the  genus.  In  North  America,  it  is  found  in  the  interior  of  Alaska  and 
in  Yukon  Territory,  as  well  as  in  southeastern  Alaska  and  in  the  Aleutians;  new 
stations  have  recently  been  reported  half  way  down  the  west  coast  of  Van¬ 
couver  Island.  Ssp.  canadensis  (/.  hookeri )  occurs  in  eastern  North  America 
in  maritime  situations  from  Maine  to  Laborador.  In  Asia,  I.  setosa  is  found  in 
northern  Japan,  northeastern  China,  and  eastern  Siberia  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Amur  River.  Amazingly,  it  is  also  known  from  such  rivers  as  the  Lena  which 
flows  into  the  Arctic  Ocean  a  full  third  of  the  way  west  across  Siberia! 

Iris  setosa  is  a  flower  with  very  distinctive  form,  in  that  the  standards  are 
minute,  while  the  falls  are  very  large  and  full.  Early  authors  described  the 
flowers  as  being  “leaden  purple,”  which  did  nothing  for  their  popularity. 
However,  in  the  late  1960’s,  a  beautiful  blue-flowered  form  was  sent  out  as 
seed  by  the  Baldwin  Seed  Company  of  Anchorage,  Alaska,  and  it  became  an 
instant  success  in  Seattle.  This  plant  has  a  branched  stem  about  two  feet  tall, 
five  to  seven  or  more  flowers  with  smooth  medium  blue  color,  a  large  white 
signal  and  a  slight  ruffle  to  the  falls.  Attractive  urn-shaped  seedpods  follow, 
drying  to  straw  color,  laced  with  brown  lines  and  bearing  such  a  quantity  of 
seeds  that  a  supply  of  future  seedlings  is  assured.  Plants  bloom  from  seed  in 
two  to  three  years.  They  seem  to  be  somewhat  short-lived,  not  lending 
themselves  particularly  well  to  the  sort  of  repeated  division  that  we  commonly 
practice,  but  coming  easily  from  seed.  They  thrive  in  ordinary  garden  soil 
enriched  with  compost.  They  need  adequate  water  throughout  the  summer 
since  in  their  native  habitats  they  are  meadow  plants.  They  need  full  sun  and 
do  not  like  lime.  In  Seattle,  bloom  comes  just  before  or  during  tall  bearded  iris 
season,  the  end  of  May.  Hulten  reports  that  rhizomes  are  poisonous. 

Subspecies  canadensis  is  a  much  shorter  plant,  around  eight  inches  tall  in 
the  form  I  have,  with  veiny-grainy  gray-blue  flowers  which  are  often  double  or 
semi-double  and  narrow  blue-green  foliage.  Color  variation  is  not  great, 
usually  darker  or  paler  versions  of  the  type.  In  eastern  Canada  and  New¬ 
foundland,  it  grows  on  grassy  or  sandy  slopes  or  headlands  near  the  sea,  but 
not  in  saline  habitats.  Further  south  in  Maine,  it  is  found  in  the  salt  spray  zone 
on  benches  cut  into  cliffs,  not  more  than  twenty  five  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is  a 
suitable  plant  for  the  rock  garden  or  the  front  of  the  border,  and  it  is  said  to  be 
lime  tolerant. 

John  K.  Small  reported  natural  hybrids  between  his  subspecies  and  /. 
versicolor  from  Great  Cranberry  Island  in  Maine  as  long  ago  as  1931.  The 
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name  I.  x  sancti-cryii  was  given  to  this  hybrid  combination  by  Rousseau  in  the 
1950’s,  so  it  is  apparently  known  from  other  localities  as  well.  It  is  not  in 
cultivation  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  find  a  description  of  the 
plant.  (Hybridizers  take  note;  here  is  another  opportunity  for  the  ven¬ 
turesome!) 

As  interest  in  Iris  setosa  has  increased  so  has  the  number  of  available 
garden  forms.  Several  of  these  have  come  to  us  from  Japan.  These  include 
ssp.  hondoensis  (in  commerce  as  “Kirigamini”),  a  tall  strapping  plant  with 
tailored  deep  violet  flowers.  It  is  sterile,  and  may  be  a  hybrid  with  I.  laevigata, 
as  may  var.  nasuensis,  a  clean  medium  blue  discovered  by  the  late  Emperor 
Hirohito.  "Kosho-En”,  a  beautiful  white  flowered  form  with  tinted  buds  was 
obtained  by  Roy  Davidson  from  the  Kosho  Nursery  in  Japan.  It  had  been 
found  in  the  wild.  None  of  the  dwarf  forms  from  Siberia,  nor  forma 
platyrhyncha,  an  Alaska  variant  with  full  size  standards,  is  presently  in  cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Photographs  in  the  SIGNA  slide  collection  indicate  that  there  are  many 
color  forms  of  I.  setosa  in  the  wild  in  Alaska,  including  pinks,  ice  blues,  and 
wines.  We  can  look  forward  to  seeing  some  of  them  in  our  gardens  in  the 
future.  Flower  form  is  also  variable.  Six  petaled  doubles  have  appeared  in  my 
garden  more  than  once,  but  so  far,  none  has  persisted  beyond  a  single 
season. 


I.  setosa— -double  flower 


54 


I.  versicolor  spray  I.  setosa  hondoersis 

I.  setosa  has  given  rise  to  a  number  of  hybrids,  both  planned  and  unplan¬ 
ned.  Both  M.  Simonet  in  France  and  Lee  Lenz  in  California  succeeded  in 
crossing  it  with  Siberian  irises.  The  first  I.  setosa  hybrid  to  receive  any  real 
commercial  distribution  was  Elvie  B.  Page  (Hubbard  1965),  a  spontaneous 
garden  hybrid  between  the  yellow  flowers  I.  tenax  f.  gormanii  of  Oregon  and  /. 
setosa  from  Alaska.  This  plant,  with  stems  about  eighteen  inches  tall,  has  soft 
orchid  colored  flowers  on  a  creamy  ground,  and  its  standards  instead  of 
being  the  usual  little  pointed  spears  of  I.  setosa,  are  paddle-shaped  and 
about  half  the  length  of  the  standards  of  I.  tenax.  This  half-length  standard  is 
also  found  in  the  sibirica-setosa  hybrid  Stilles  Wasser  (R.  1979),  which  is  a 
strapping  three  and  one  half  foot  plant  with  light  blue  flowers  from  Eckerd 
Berlin  in  West  Germany.  Other  hybrids  between  I.  setosa  and  named  garden 
Siberians  have  been  reported  by  species  round  robin  members,  but  none  has 
reached  the  introduction  stage.  In  the  seedlings  of  this  type  which  I  have 
bloomed,  the  form  of  the  flowers  is  very  good  with  considerable  ruffle  to  the 
large  flaring  fall.  The  stems  have  more  branching  than  the  usual  Siberian. 
Tomas  Tamberg  of  West  Germany  registered  Starting  Sibtosa  in  1984,  a 
colchicine  induced  tetraploid  from  the  Siberian  Elmeny  x  I.  setosa. 

Equally  easy  to  grow  and  garden  worthy  is  I.  versicolor,  the  common  blue 
flag  of  the  Eastern  United  States  and  Canada.  Although  this  plant  occupies 
rather  wet  sites  in  the  wild,  it  can  be  grown  under  border  conditions  if  plenty  of 
summer  moisture  is  supplied.  It  is,  of  course,  most  at  home  by  a  pond  or  a 
creek  where  it  will  form  large  clumps  with  many  branching  stems  up  to  two 
feet  or  more  in  height.  Plants  with  the  rhizomes  actually  in  water  are  less 
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subject  to  borer  problems  than  those  on  the  bank.  The  flower  is  neatly 
tailored,  the  color  of  the  type  being  the  usual  wild  iris  blue-violet  with  a  yellow 
and  white  signal.  This  species  has  been  in  cultivation  since  Colonial  times, 
originally  not  as  an  ornamental,  but  for  the  cathartic  properties  of  the  rhizome. 
Kermesina  is  a  form  with  wine-red  flowers,  and  Rosa  is  pale  pink.  Crosses  of 
the  two  result  in  bright  rose  pink  flowers.  We  saw  a  particularly  fine  example  of 
this  coloration  in  a  Spokane  garden  during  the  Region  13  meeting  last  June 
which  I  would  hope  would  be  reigstered  and  introduced  when  stock  allows. 

The  1939  Checklist  has  an  extensive  list  of  I.  versicolor  entries,  including  a 
number  offered  by  Barr  in  England  just  prior  to  World  War  II.  In  the  U.S.,  red 
violet  Claret  Cup  (Smith  1927)  and  pale  blue  Stella  Main  (Main  1927)  are  still 
extant.  White  flowered  forms  are  also  available.  Recently,  /,  versicolor  has 
received  the  attention  of  hybridizers,  and  a  number  of  new  registrations  have 
resulted.  Among  these  are: 

Cat  Mousam  (Warburton  1984)  mid-violet-blue  with  tan/brown  signal,  col¬ 
lected  at  Cat  Mousam,  Maine.. 

Mint  Fresh  (Warburton  1982)  white  ground,  etched  red  (pink  effect) 

Oliver  Pease  (O.  Pease  by  E.  Wood  1982)  red-purple 

Shape  Up  (Warburton  1986)  two-tone  red  violet 

Whodunit  (Warburton  1987)  stands  violet,  falls  white  veined  violet  with 
plicata-like  edge. 

Wild  Hearts  (Warburton  1984)  orchid  pink  with  pale  brown  signal. 

Party  Line  (Warburton  R.  1988)  stands  red  purple  with  white  styles,  falls  red- 
purple  with  yellow  signal. 


I.  setosa  nauensis  Elvis  B.  Page  and  parents 
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I  versicolor  rosea 


In  addition  to  color  forms,  I.  versicolor  is  also  giving  us  a  few  hybrids. 
Besides  the  natural  hybrid  with  I.  setosa  mentioned  above,  there  is  the  hybrid 
with  I.  virginica  which  is  known  as  /.  X  robusta,  a  strapping  blue-violet 
flowered  plant  for  waterside  conditions.  Gerald  Darby  (Coe  for  Darby  1968)  is 
a  named  example  suspected  of  having  this  parentage  though  it  was  originally 
thought  to  be  a  Louisiana  seedling.  Gem  Dandy  and  Mountain  Brook  are  two 
other  blue-lavender  flowered  versicolor-virginica  hybrids  registered  by  Grady 
Kennedy  in  1984.  Hybrids  of  this  sort  are  not  surprising,  given  that  botantists 
believe  that  I.  versicolor  is  itself  a  post-glacial  hybrid  between  /.  virginica  and 
I.  setosa  ssp.  canadensis.  One  is,  however,  somewhat  surprised  to  find  that  /. 
versicolor  will  cross  successfully  with  its  Asian  relative  from  the  same  series,  /. 
laevigata. 
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The  results,  though  sterile,  make  desirable  additions  to  the  roster  of  water- 
loving  irises.  In  1988,  I  registered  as  Asian  Alliance,  a  bright  red-violet 
flowered  hybrid  which  I  raised  from  hand  pollinated  seed  sent  from  Japan  by 
Akira  Horinaka.  One  can  envision  many  interesting  color  variants  for  the 
future,  combining  the  new  I.  versicolor  selections  with  the  white,  spotted,  and 
bright  blue  varieties  of  I.  laevigata  known  in  Japan. 

A  third  native  for  waterside  plantings  is  I.  virginica  from  the  southeastern 
United  States.  Its  flowers  are  usually  blue  or  lavender-blue,  on  stems  which 
may  be  up  to  a  meter  tall.  The  flowers  of  I.  virginica  can  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  I.  versicolor  by  their  long  tapering,  full-sized  standards  in  contrast  to 
the  latter’s  short  and  rather  blunt  ones.  The  seeds  of  I.  virginica  are  rather 
large  and  corky,  while  those  of  I.  versicolor  are  smaller  with  shiny  seedcoats. 

In  the  “Carolina”  form,  the  new  spring  foliage  is  enlivened  with  bright  violet 
coloration  which  fades  away  later  in  the  season.  The  flowering  stems  are  also 
tinged  with  purple  black.  Orchid  pink  and  white  flowered  forms  of  I.  virginica 
are  among  the  selections  offered  commercially. 

I.  virginica  var.  shrevei  grows  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  It  is  represented  in 
our  gardens  by  several  collected  color  forms  including  white,  and  by  a 
recently  discovered  double  (six  falls)  registered  in  1983  by  D.  Warrell  as 
Dottie’s  Double. 

Var.  shrevei  will  form  large,  floriferous  clumps  in  damp  places  in  the  garden 
and  is  probably  hardier  than  I.  virginica  proper. 

Kennedy’s  I.  versicolor-l.  virginica  hybrids  represent  the  only  modern  at¬ 
tempt  at  combining  two  species.  However,  I.  virginica- 1.  laevigata  hybrids  are 
among  those  reported  in  the  past  and  from  the  pictures  in  AIS  Bulletin  #66, 
page  15,  September,  1937,  their  flowers  were  even  more  attractive  than  those 
of  the  Versi-laevs.  Again,  with  the  range  of  parental  color  variants  available 
today,  even  more  interesting  hybrids  should  be  possible. 

Finally,  for  the  inveterate  meddlers  among  us — surely  someone  can  repeat 
the  botanists’  putative  post-ice-age  combination  of  I.  setosa  and  I.  virginica 
that  gave  us  I.  versicolor.  Whether  we  can  improve  on  Mother  Nature  is 
anybody’s  guess,  but  opportunities  with  all  three  of  these  fine  American 
species  are  wide  open  for  the  adventurous  hybridizer. 
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Growing  Siberians  in  Missouri 

Louise  Bellagamba 

If  you  are  old  and/or  lazy,  these  suggestions  are  for  you.  I’m  a  bit  of  both, 
and  I  feel  that  if  I  can  grow  Siberians,  most  of  you  can  too. 

Here  in  Missouri  the  temperature  often  falls  below  zero  in  winter,  and  our 
summers  are  always  hot  and  often  very  dry  as  well. 

I  grow  Siberians  in  borders  with  other  mixed  perennials  and  give  them  the 
same  culture  except  for  about  two  tablespoons  of  soil  sulphur  around  each 
plant.  This  is  dug  into  the  soil.  I  mulch  new  plantings  with  pine  needles  in 
winter  after  the  first  freeze. 

In  March  I  remove  the  mulch  from  the  Siberians  and  burn  the  tops.  This 
must  be  done  on  a  calm  day  and  before  new  growth  starts.  I  find  this  to  be  very 
good  for  them.  It  gets  rid  of  all  kinds  of  pests  and  unwanted  seeds  as  well,  and 
it  makes  the  clump  look  so  neat  and  clean.  In  the  open  field,  where  my 
seedlings  are  grown,  I  sometimes  burn  off  the  tops  sticking  out  of  the  snow  so 
as  not  to  set  too  big  a  fire.  Then,  later,  after  the  snow  is  gone,  I  can  safely  burn 
the  remainder  of  the  tops.  Sometimes  I  even  burn  a  bit  later  after  new  growth 
has  started,  although  I  don’t  recommend  you  try  this  on  a  clump  you  want  to 
keep.  The  new  growth  will  look  “cooked”  at  first.  It  will  soon  outgrow  this  and 
be  as  healthy  as  the  others. 

Old  and  favorite  clumps  of  your  Siberians  should  have  a  division  taken  off 
about  every  three  years  to  be  sure  the  clump  will  not  get  too  crowded,  become 
unhealthy,  and  die  out. 

In  early  spring  I  feed  with  Miracid.  One  tablespoon  to  a  gallon  of  water  is  the 
proper  ratio.  Do  this  again  soon  after  bloom  season. 

My  soil  is  clay  and  Siberians  love  it  because  it  holds  root  moisture  so  well. 
They  should  be  kept  moist  in  early  spring  and,  of  course,  watering  in  summer 
doesn’t  hurt.  Here  in  Missouri,  established  clumps  will  survive  hot  summers 
with  whatever  rain  they  get.  I  grow  my  seedlings  in  the  country  in  full  sun  with 
only  the  rain  for  water.  They  grow  wonderfully  well. 

I  transplant  only  in  the  fall.  September  is  about  right,  especially  if  you  can 
get  your  ground  ready  and  plant  after  a  rain.  The  seedlings  are  lined  out  and 
protected  from  the  sun  by  turning  six  inch  flower  pots  upside-down  along  the 
row  at  six  feet  intervals  with  a  board  on  top  of  them  to  provide  shade.  I  use 
these  same  pots  and  boards  when  I  line  out  daylily  seedlings  early  in  the 
summer.  The  seedlings  must  be  kept  moist  until  they  get  started.  This  method 
can  be  done  in  spring  with  seedlings  if  care  is  taken  that  they  don’t  dry  out. 

I  spray  at  least  twice  in  spring  with  Cygon  2E,  but  take  care  to  do  this  on  a 
calm,  cloudy  day  or  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  hot  sun  will  burn  the  wet  foliage. 

When  digging  old,  large  clumps,  I  take  an  axe  and  give  them  four 
“whacks.”  This  method  is  strictly  for  the  old  and/or  lazy.  After  they  are  cut  in 
fourths,  you  can  then  dig  out  each  piece  and  keep  as  much  as  you  like  or 
discard  all  of  it.  For  some  of  us,  large  clumps  of  Siberians  are  almost  impossi¬ 
ble  to  get  out  of  the  ground.  Of  course,  most  of  you  will  never  come  to  this  but 
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some  of  us  have  already!  I  have  rows  of  old  seedlings  that  I  was  going  to  get 
out  “last  year.”  These  unwanted  plants  should  be  taken  out  and  destroyed. 
They  can  be  “borer  bait”  and  a  haven  for  other  pests.  The  same  is  true  of  any 
neglected  iris  patch.  One  example  is  the  irises  planted  "to  hold  a  bank”  which 
are  never  sprayed  or  divided.  I’m  sure  all  of  you  have  come  across  these 
people  who  do  such  things. 

A  few  of  my  favorite  Siberians  that  do  well  here  are  Dear  Dianne,  Shirley 
Pope,  Steve  Varner,  King  of  Kings,  Augury,  Silver  Illusion,  Ego,  Cathy  Childer- 
son,  Star  Glitter,  Dance  Ballerina  Dance,  Velvet  Ruffles,  and  an  old  one, 
Summer  Skies.  Of  course,  I  like  my  own  introductions,  and  I  suppose  my 
favorites  are  Christmas  Wish  and  Appaloosa  Blue. 

All  the  above  are  hardy  and  most  are  easily  affordable.  They  make  wonder¬ 
ful  cut  flowers  and  are  sure  winners  in  shows.  I’m  sure  you  will  love  their  grace, 
charm,  and  beauty.  Why  not  try  a  few? 

A  Convention  Gardener’s  Memories 

of  Guest  Plants 

J.  D.  Spence  (Oklahoma) 

Everyone  who  grows  irises  should  be  on  a  national  convention  garden  tour 
at  least  once.  It  means  missing  an  entire  bloom  season.  Convention  gar¬ 
deners  are  so  busy  pruning,  primping,  and  pampering  that  the  beauty  of  it  all 
slips  by  in  a  blur.  Muscular  pain  from  overwork  is  secondary.  The  mental 
anguish  over  one  aphid  found  on  an  iris  two  months  before  tour  day  is  almost 
unbearable. 

Through  the  hustle  and  bustle  of  it  all,  a  few  irises  manage  to  be  outstand¬ 
ing  enough  to  imprint  themselves  on  the  gardener’s  fuzzy,  worn-out  brain, 
especially  the  ones  that  produced  a  bushel  of  rhizomes  that  had  to  be 
marked  at  digging  time.  Here  are  the  irises  from  the  convention  plantings  and 
others  in  our  garden  that  stand  out  as  growers. 

BUBBLY  BLUE  IB  (T.  Aitken  86)  A  smooth  sky  blue  self  that  was  outstand¬ 
ing.  A  good  increaser  with  excellent  foliage;  it  also  had  good  bud  count  on 
very  sturdy  stalks.  The  color  of  this  iris  was  very  clear  and  bright.  The  two  year 
clump  put  on  a  real  show.  GOLDEN  CALF  BB  (Byers)  This  very  pretty  yellow 
with  very  pronounced  hooks  received  rave  reviews  from  garden  visitors.  The 
blooms  have  excellent  last-ability.  Good  increase  with  disease  resistance 
made  this  iris  easy  to  grow. 

SKYSHIP  TB  (B.  Dunn)  A  smoky  plum  violet  blend  that  had  four  good 
characteristics:  very  sturdy  bloom  stalks  with  good  bud  count,  huge  healthy 
rhizomes,  and  very  good  increase.  This  is  one  of  those  “can’t  fail”  irises. 
SYNCOPATION  TB  (Gatty  84)  A  gold  and  and  rosy  violet  bicolor  that  was  liked 
by  everyone.  This  one  is  a  good  grower  with  excellent  bud  count.  This  is  our 
favorite  of  Mr.  Gatty’s  most  recent  introductions. 

Two  of  Joe  Ghio’s  offerings  were  real  hits  with  everyone.  BORDERLINE  BB 
(84)  is  a  yellow  and  white  amoena  with  a  white  border  on  the  falls  that 
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performed  well  on  all  counts  with  excellent  bud  count  and  growth  habits,  and 
another  of  Joe’s  irises  that  says  “Come  look  at  me.  ’’  GOLD  COUNTRY  TB  (87) 
is  a  very  tall,  pure  gold  with  huge  blossoms  and  thick,  heavy  bloom  stalks  that 
consistently  display  three  open  blooms  at  one  time.  A  good  increaser  that 
made  the  “gotta  have  this  rascal  list.” 

ROYAL  CHANT  TB  (Black  86)  and  RED  LION  TB  (Hager  ’86)  are,  in  our 
opinion,  the  two  prettiest  burgundys  to  come  out  in  recent  times.  These  two 
are  pretty  fair  all  around  except  for  one  flaw:  they  are  both  over  achievers. 
Multiple  bloom  stalks  from  one  rhizome  with  good  bud  count  make  these  two 
well  worthwhile.  Rhizomes  recover  with  fair  increase  after  a  heavy  bloom 
season. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TB  (Keppel  83)  This  dandy  of  an  iris  has  blue  stand¬ 
ards  with  pansy  violet  falls.  Leona’s  notes  from  the  spring  of  1988  simply  says, 
“Best."  That  pretty  well  summarizes  this  iris.  No  disease  problems.  The  bloom 
stalks  stand  up  to  Oklahoma’s  wind  and  dare  it  to  knock  them  down.  Huge 
blossoms  get  everyone’s  attention.  One  problem  with  this  iris,  finding  enough 
space  to  plant  all  the  increases.  CHICO  MAID  TB  (Luihn  85)  is  a  ruffled  pale 
blue  with  very  large,  showy  blooms.  Excellent  bud  count  makes  this  a  consis¬ 
tent  queen’s  candidate,  and  it  also  was  one  of  our  top  ten  favorites  of  the  1988 
bloom  season.  Good  growth  habits  put  this  iris  in  an  “up  front”  position  in  the 
garden. 

LILLIAN  LEE  TB  (Nichols  89)  was  seedling  8671-E,  a  broad,  ruffled,  rose 
pink  with  darker  hafts  and  an  outstanding  orange-red  beard,  was  the  star 
grower  of  all  the  seedlings  we  received  for  the  '88  convention.  From  the  one 
rhizome  we  received  in  1986,  we  dug  thirty-six  to  return  in  1988.  Tall,  very 
sturdy  stalks  that  stand  up  well  in  the  wind.  This  clump  produced  twenty-five 
bloom  stalks  that  were  well  branched  and  featured  very  good  bud  count.  Of 
the  twenty-five,  eighteen  would  have  been  queen’s  candidates.  This  one 
bloomed  early  for  us  and  was  on  the  down  side  on  tour  day.  The  clump 
produced  blooms  for  twenty  days. 

EVERYTHING  PLUS  TB  (Niswonger  84)  This  violet  on  white  plicata  will 
absolutely  take  over  an  iris  bed.  Decent  stalks  that  are  sturdy  and  abundant  in 
a  clump.  Just  give  the  iris  plenty  of  room  and  get  out  of  the  way.  One  of  the  top 
five  TB  growers  from  our  convention  irises.  ALICE  GOODMAN  TB  (Roderick 
88)  A  bright  pink  with  tall  healthy  foliage  that  produces  large  rhizomes  that 
increase  well.  A  good  garden  iris. 

ORBITER  TB  (Aitken  85)  This  ruffled,  dark  violet  self  was  a  real  eye  catcher 
that  put  on  a  good  show.  Excellent  all  around  growth  habits.  This  iris  shared 
top  honors  for  dark  irises  in  our  garden  this  past  spring.  DUSKY  CHAL¬ 
LENGER  TB  (Schreiners  86)  A  large  flowered  dark  purple,  was  an  outstand¬ 
ing  grower.  Large  rhizomes,  good  foliage,  and  a  good  number  of  increases. 
This  iris  is  well  worth  the  price.  Shared  with  Orbiter  for  top  dark  variety. 

MORGAN  RAIDER  TB  (Slade  88)  This  bicolor  with  white  standards  and 
violet-white  blended  falls  is  a  step  above  the  rest.  A  very  good  increaser  with 
excellent  growth  habits. 

FIDDLER  BB  (Stahly  84)  A  deep,  sooty  maroon  red  bitone  that  is  what  I  call 
a  berserk  iris.  It  was  Leona’s  favorite  BB  for  1988.  There  aren’t  proper  ex- 
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pletives  to  compliment  it.  It  must  be  transplanted  every  year  or  it  will  overgrow 
itself.  If  you  can’t  grow  this  one,  you'd  better  quit  and  take  up  needle  point. 
CHUCK  WALTERMIRE  TB  (C.  Waltermire  85)  Although  a  little  short,  31  inches, 
this  true  blue  self  with  a  yellow  beard  is  a  must  for  blue  iris  fans.  Brilliant,  clear 
color  in  the  flowers  would  stand  out  in  any  garden.  Disease  resistent,  excel¬ 
lent  foliage,  and  very  abundant  increase  made  this  iris  one  of  the  top  ten  blues 
in  the  garden  in  ’88.  LOYAL  DEVOTION  by  the  same  hybridizer  has  the  same 
good  habits  with  a  great  fragrance  as  an  added  bonus. 

VIOLET  LULU  SDB  (Warburton  86)  This  light  violet  looked  like  a  round  ball 
of  color  at  bloom  time.  Over  seventy  bloom  stalks  in  a  two  year  clump.  This 
was  the  only  iris  to  outgrow  Fiddler  and  Lillian  Lee.  If  I  had  to  recommend  one 
SDB  for  a  garden,  this  would  be  it.  VAN  GOGH  TB  (Williamson  85)  A  large, 
ruffled  saffron  yellow  that  is  an  increaser  deluxe.  An  excellent  garden  iris  that 
is  disease  resistant.  IMMORTALITY  TB  (Zurbrigg  82)  This  icy  white  is  a  must 
for  the  rebloomer  fan.  Give  this  one  some  water  during  dry  periods,  and  it  will 
bloom  spring,  summer,  and  fall.  It  did  in  Oklahoma,  and  had  no  trouble  with 
disease  and  was  an  excellent  increaser.  The  fragrance  is  very  noticeable  and 
the  blooms  hold  up  in  hot  July  weather.  Another  of  Bryce  Williamson’s  irises, 
TIME  FOR  LOVE  TB  (85)  is  a  peachy  apricot  pink  that  needs  extra  room.  It  had 
no  rot  problems  and  had  many  bloom  stalks.  ROBUSTO  TB  (Black  84)  a  very 
pretty  creamy  orange  is  just  what  its  name  says,  a  very  robust  grower. 

CRYSTALYN  (B.  Dunn  86)  TB,  a  ruffled  pale  blue,  and  COCKTAIL  HOUR  TB 
(B.  Dunn  84),  a  large  ruffled  blue  violet,  were  guest  gifts  that  were  exceptional 
growers.  Both  produce  wide,  healthy  fans  and  very  sturdy  well  branched 
bloom  stalks.  Rhizomes  are  very  large,  and  increase  is  plentiful. 

LADY  FRIEND,  WINDSURFER,  and  PLUM  CRAZY  are  all  excellent  growers 
that  should  be  mentioned.  A  large  number  of  older  varieties  still  hold  a  place 
in  our  garden  simply  because  they  bloom  consistently  and  grow  faster  than 
we  can  dig  them.  Remember,  the  term  “new  variety”  doesn’t  necessarily 
mean  better. 


1989  CONVENTION,  REGION  17,  AIS 

South  Plains  Iris  Society  will  sponsor  a  regional  convention  at  Lubbock 
Plaza  Hotel,  320  Loop  289  South,  Lubbock,  Texas,  on  Sept.  29  and  30. 
Registration  fee  is  $30.00. 

DR.  JOHN  WEILER  will  offer  an  accredited  Judges’  Training  School,  9:00 
A.M.  to  12:00  Noon,  Sept.  30.  His  topic  will  be  REBLOOMING  IRISES. 
Advance  registration  for  the  school  is  $5.00.  Checks  payable  to  South  Plains 
Iris  Society  may  be  forwarded  to  Bill  Skillman,  5402  26  st.,  Lubbock,  TX 
79407. 

Rooms — $49  flat  (1-4  people).  Send  reservations  to  Lubbock  Plaza  Hotel 
by  Sept.  14. 
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Prairie  In  Bloom — Omaha,  1990 

Gene  Gaddie  (Nebraska) 

At  its  preview  tour  this  year,  Region  21  shifted  into  high  gear  in  preparation 
for  hosting  the  American  Iris  Society  National  Convention  May  20-24, 1990,  in 
Omaha, 

All  area  gardens  had  the  fewest  winter  losses  of  irises  in  memory,  and  many 
1990  tour  gardeners  estimate  that  seventy  to  eighty  per  cent  of  the  first-year 
bearded  and  second-year  beardless  guest  plants  bloomed.  A  higher  quality 
of  guest  varieties  was  assured  when  guest  iris  chairman  Allan  Ensmmger 
placed  a  limit  of  ten  varieties  of  numbered  seedlings  from  each  hybridizer.  No 
limit  was  made  on  the  number  of  registered  and/or  introduced  varieties 
except  for  the  limit  of  four  plants  of  each  variety. 

In  order  to  have  enough  room  for  a  master  planting  at  Boys  Town,  beds  were 
prepared  for  a  thousand  guests,  one  of  each  variety  received  in  all  classes  of 
irises.  The  total  number  of  varieties  received  was  1040,  so  all  plants  of  late 
shipments  were  distributed  to  other  tour  gardens.  More  than  3200  guest 
plants  were  received  from  126  hybridizers.  This  includes  731  tall  bearded 
varieties,  198  medians,  22  arilbreds,  81  Siberians,  7  spurias,  and  1  Louisiana. 
Of  those,  forty-seven  which  were  reported  as  being  remontant  have  been 
planted  in  a  special  bed. 

Also  on  tour  will  be  the  Sass  Memorial  Display  Garden,  which  is  adjacent  to 
the  Stategic  Air  Command  Museum.  This  garden,  a  project  of  the  Greater 
Omaha  Iris  Society,  was  begun  in  1982  to  display  the  newest  irises  and  one 
hundred  fifty  varieties  introduced  by  the  famous  Sass  family.  Six  beds  were 
added  for  the  1990  guest  irises. 

The  other  eight  gardens  on  tour  are  ideally  scattered,  north  to  south, 
through  eastern  Nebraska  and  in  a  variety  of  settings — cities,  small  towns, 
and  in  the  country;  on  hillsides,  open  plateaus,  and  in  river  valleys. 

All  ten  host  gardeners  have  many  years  of  experience  in  growing  beautiful 
plants  with  reputations  for  show  quality  bloom  stalks.  All  but  one  have  at  least 
one  accredited  AIS  judge  in  the  family.  Four  hosts  are  established  hybridizers 
and  four  others  have  been  daubing  pollen  for  several  years. 

In  addition  to  the  guest  plants,  every  tour  garden  contains  a  wide  variety  of 
iris  classes  among  the  hosts’  own  plantings.  These  are  in  more  established 
clumps  which  have  been  specifically  located  the  past  several  years  in  sepa¬ 
rate  mini-climates  within  each  garden  to  give  the  best  chance  for  bloom  at 
tour  time. 

Depending  on  how  Mother  Nature  brings  on  the  1990  season,  one  can 
expect  either  great  gobs  of  tall  bearded  bloom  in  all  gardens,  ranging  from 
before  to  after  peak,  along  with  the  accompanying  borders,  miniature  tails, 
and  Siberians;  or  tall  bearded  bloom  in  the  southern  and/or  city  gardens  with 
some  before  peak  and  a  couple  at  peak.  In  this  case,  other  gardens  will 
feature  excellent  bloom  on  the  intermediates,  and  many  dwarfs  in  some 
outstanding  median  gardens.  AIS  members  would  be  divided  about  which 
situation  would  be  ideal. 
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Irisarians  across  the  country,  including  hybridizers  who  have  the  mildest 
home  climates  the  year  around,  are  anxious  to  learn  which  varieties  grow  and 
bloom  the  best  on  these  North  Central  Plains.  Those  varieties  which  do  bloom 
well  can  probably  be  easily  grown  almost  anywhere  in  the  country.  Come  to 
Omaha  in  1990  and  see  the  results. 

Our  constant  goal,  under  the  leadership  of  convention  chairpersons  Henry 
and  Opal  Wulf,  has  been  to  provide  the  greatest  enjoyment  at  the  most 
reasonable  cost  to  the  most  AIS  members. 

Convention  headquarters  will  be  the  Holiday  Inn  Central  in  Omaha,  a 
sprawling  complex  of  activities  that  won’t  allow  any  member  of  the  family — 
from  grandma  to  the  littlest  tyke — to  have  a  dull  moment  whether  they  are  the 
most  active  or  the  most  relaxing  type.  Holiday  Inn’s  Brandywine,  a  meander¬ 
ing  complex  in  itself,  is  one  of  Omaha’s  favorite  night  spots. 

Omaha  is  a  clean,  safe  city  for  the  entire  family’s  vacation.  The  convention 
center  is  only  fifteen  minutes  from  Epply  Airport,  Boys  Town,  or  the  SAC 
Museum.  Within  ten  minutes  of  Holiday  Central  are  downtown,  Joslyn  Art 
Museum,  Omaha  History  Museum,  the  Old  Market,  Westroads  and 
Crossroads  Shopping  Centers,  and  most  of  Omaha’s  many  famous  restau¬ 
rants.  Doorly  Zoo,  rated  as  one  of  the  country’s  finest,  is  just  five  minutes  away. 

Begin  now  to  schedule  activities  for  next  spring  around  Prairie  in  Bloom— 
Omaha  1990.  The  infectious  excitement  in  Region  21,  felt  throughout  the 
membership  at  this  year’s  preview  tour,  was  nothing  short  of  thrilling.  One  year 
of  preparations  remains  to  make  Prairie  in  Bloom  one  of  The  American  Iris 
Society’s  all-time  great  experiences.  Don’t  miss  this  one! 


Irises  in  Montana 

Ronn  Dunn  (Montana) 

At  a  winter  meeting  of  the  Missoula  Iris  Society,  the  discussion  centered 
around  what  we  would  find  when  we  could  get  out  into  our  yards  in  the  spring. 
One  member  quipped  that  we  would  probably  find  the  irises  in  Idaho. 
Although  funny,  the  quip  could  ring  very  true.  The  extreme  cold,  winds,  and 
wind  chill  factor  during  the  early  part  of  February  here  in  western  Montana 
could  have  serious  consequences  later  in  the  spring. 

As  a  rule,  we  do  not  use  any  mulch  other  than  snow  on  our  irises  during  the 
winter.  The  exception  to  this  is  with  the  Louisianas  and  Arils.  We  depend 
heavily  on  snow  cover  for  protection,  which  gives  us  a  mixed  blessing.  The 
snow  is  excellent  cover  but  creates  a  problem  when  we  have  freeze-thaw- 
freeze  weather  which  is  very  typical  during  most  winters.  The  top  couple  of 
inches  of  soil  thaws,  but  the  ground  underneath  is  frozen,  leaving  the  water 
with  no  place  to  go.  We  have  lost  entire  established  clumps  because  of  this. 
Raised  beds  help  somewhat.  The  freeze-thaw  creates  our  only  major  iris 
problem:  rot.  This  is  especially  true  in  early  spring  because  it  usually  goes 
unnoticed  until  the  fan  is  terminal  because  the  weather  did  not  allow  an 
inspection  of  the  garden. 
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Some  of  us  are  attempting,  with  success,  to  grow  irises  other  than  tall 
bearded.  Our  Louisianas  are  doing  well  They  are  mulched  with  pine  needles 
and  duff.  The  pine  gives  the  acid  needed  and  works  into  the  soil  very  nicely. 
However,  we  have  not  grown  them  long  enough  to  feel  we  can  give  varietal 
comments. 

Another  area  of  irising  that  we  are  starting  to  get  serious  about  is  with  Arils 
and  Arilbreds.  We  have  had  very  good  luck  with  both.  The  Arils  are  mulched 
with  straw  during  the  winter  and  general  Aril  culture  is  maintained  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  The  Arilbreds  are  treated  the  same  as  tail  bearded  and 
are  producing  excellent  growth  and  bloom. 

For  many  years  the  debate  has  ranged  within  our  group  as  to  whether  or  not 
we  should  cut  back  our  irises  for  the  winter.  This  year  it  was  decided  for  us  at 
our  show  garden  at  Fort  Missoula.  The  deer  cropped  the  irises  down  to  within 
two  to  three  inches  of  the  ground.  It’s  the  first  year  in  the  garden’s  eight  year 
existence  that  the  deer  have  bothered  the  irises.  Later,  well  know  the  results  of 
“severe  cutting  back.” 

Although  we’re  working  to  change  it,  we’re  primarily  a  tall  bearded  area. 
Some  of  the  TBs  from  the  60 's  and  70’s  that  have  been  consistent  growers, 
floriferous,  and  hardy  for  us  are:  ANGEL  CHOIR  (Schliefert  70),  BRIDE’S 
HALO  (Mohr  70),  CHERRY  SMOKE  (Meek  70),  DUSKY  DANCER  (Luihn  67), 
KILT  LILT  (Gibson  70),  QUEEN  OF  HEARTS  (O.  Brown  74),  RADIANT  AP¬ 
OGEE  (Gibson  66),  RINGO  (Shoop  79),  RUFFLED  BALLET  (Roderick  75), 
TUT’S  GOLD  (Schreiners  79),  VALVOUCHE  (Hamblen  77),  VANITY  (Hager 
75),  VICTORIA  FALLS  (Schreiners  77),  SUPERSTITION  (Schreiners  77),  and 
MYSTIQUE  (Ghio  75). 

Tall  bearded  varieties  from  the  80’s  that  we  are  excited  over  and  that  are 
growing  well  for  us  include  the  following:  BRISTO  MAGIC  (Schreiner  82),  a  red 
tone  amoena  with  white  rim  on  the  falls,  BROADWAY  (Keppel  81 ),  gold  stands 
and  white  falls  edged  in  red  brown,  BUBBLING  OVER  (Ghio  82)  a  heavily 
ruffled  lilac  blue,  CAFE  SOCIETY  (Ghio  85),  a  well  branched  tan-brown  with 
the  falls  slightly  darker,  CAPRICIOUS  (Hamblen  81),  a  plicata  with  yellow 
standards  with  white  falls  marked  with  raspberry,  DARKSIDE  (Schreiner  85)  a 
purple  so  dark  it  appears  black,  HOT  LINE  (Schreiners  81),  a  golden  bronze 
with  deep  brown  shoulders,  and  LADY  FRIEND  (Ghio  81)  an  unusual  red 
toned  iris  in  a  new  color. 

Also  on  our  list  of  favorites  are  the  rosy  orchid  with  white  spot  in  the  fall  from 
Schreiners  (81)  called  LORI  LEE.  MULLED  WINE  (Keppel  82)  is  a  reddish 
burgundy.  PIPING  HOT  (Schreiners  81)  is  a  bright  peach  apricot  to  orange 
sherbet  color  with  falls  that  are  white  edged  in  the  same  color  as  the  stan¬ 
dards.  Williamson’s  POET  (84)  is  a  pink  plic  in  a  somewhat  different  pattern. 
SAMURAI  WARRIOR  (Schreiners  81)  ia  a  dark  cherry  red.  STAR  WARS 
(Roderick  81)  is  blue  purple  with  a  dark  blue  beard.  TOMORROW’S  CHILD 
(Blyth  84)  has  pink  stands  and  red  violet  falls  with  a  narrow  pink  rim.  UNDER¬ 
SEA  ADVENTURE  (Black  86)  is  a  reverse  blue  amoena  that  does  well  in 
Montana. 
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What  About  Pollen? 

Dave  Niswonger  (Missouri) 

At  various  times  the  question  has  arisen — How  long  will  pollen  from  irises 
last  or  still  be  viable  for  hybridization?  The  comments  I  am  about  to  make  have 
no  support  from  scientific  studies.  They  are  merely  impressions,  comments 
from  others,  and  just  a  sense  I  have  developed  during  the  past  thirty  years  of 
crossing  medians,  tall  beardeds,  and  spuria  irises.  First,  there  are  certain 
variables  that  must  be  taken  into  consideration  which  include:  temperature, 
humidity,  and  virility  of  the  seed-bearing  parent  and  the  pollen-producing 
parent.  On  bearded  irises,  if  the  temperature  gets  over  90  degrees  F.,  and 
especially  if  the  humidity  is  low,  very  seldom  can  seeds  be  expected  to  set. 

If  crossing  spurias,  the  bloom  would  have  been  opened  before  it  had 
opened  by  itself  so  the  anthers  could  have  been  removed  to  keep  the  iris  from 
self-pollinating  itself.  The  irises  would  then  be  pollinated  as  soon  as  possible 
and,  of  course,  this  probably  would  be  when  temperatures  were  lower,  such 
as  in  the  morning  hours.  Spurias  could  probably  take  higher  temperatures  for 
the  pollen  to  set  seed  than  tall  bearded  irises. 

In  storing  pollen,  keep  in  mind  that  it  must  be  stored  in  a  cool,  dry  place.  It 
could  even  be  stored  for  a  longer  period  of  time  if  it  were  kept  in  a  refrigerator 
which  is  not  damp.  Generally,  it  has  been  my  experience  that  most  pollen  will 
remain  viable  for  about  two  weeks  if  it  came  from  a  virile  plant  and  if  it  is  kept  in 
a  cool,  dry  place.  When  high  humidity  is  present  and  there  is  not  good  air 
circulation,  mold  develops  on  the  pollen,  and  it  is  destroyed. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  set  seed  on  some  varieties.  When  this  is  known,  many 
crosses  must  be  made  in  order  to  assure  “a  take.”  Knowing  this,  various  times 
for  the  pollination  may  be  selected.  It  could  be  early  in  the  morning  when  the 
plant  first  opens,  or  if  the  temperature  is  not  too  hot,  wait  until  the  stigmatic  lip 
on  the  flower  becomes  moist  before  making  the  pollination. 

The  late  Neva  Sexton  recommended  using  a  toothpick,  dampening  it  with 
the  tip  of  the  tongue,  and  putting  the  pollen  on  by  scraping  the  toothpick 
across  the  crease  in  the  stigmatic  lip  on  difficult  seed-setting  parents.  This 
appears  to  work.  Some  pollen  seems  to  be  more  potent  than  other  pollen. 
Barry  Blyth,  in  talking  about  a  certain  variety,  said,  “That  iris  will  set  seed  on  a 
fence  post.”  So,  experience  tells  the  hybridizer  which  varieties  seem  to  set 
seed  easily  and  which  varieties  produce  pollen  that  has  a  higher  percentage 
of  takes  than  other  varieties.  The  late  Orville  Fay  suggested  not  putting  too 
much  pollen  on  the  stigmatic  lip.  He  liked  to  have  just  a  few  grains  in  the 
stigmatic  lip  so  that  all  the  moisture  in  the  lip  was  not  immediately  consumed 
by  an  overwhelming  amount  of  pollen.  Some  strains  of  irises  which  have  been 
inbred  for  several  generations  appear  to  become  less  likely  to  set  seeds  the 
more  generations  that  are  developed  from  the  line.  This  could  be  due  to  a 
genetic  condition,  or  it  might  be  that  particular  trait  of  the  line  not  to  develop  a 
very  good  stigmatic  arrangement  with  the  filament  tubes  to  transport  the 
pollen  to  the  ova. 
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When  pollen  is  available  from  a  plant  that  will  not  soon  be  available  again, 
keep  the  pollen  in  a  dessicator  in  the  deep  freeze.  This  is  done  by  putting 
moisture  absorbent  crystals  in  the  bottom  of  the  dessicator  to  keep  a  very  dry 
atmosphere  and  then  freezing  the  pollen.  This  way,  it  will  last  over  a  year  and 
will  remain  viable  for  a  much  longer  period  of  time.  This  is  also  done  in  order  to 
use  the  pollen  from  a  very  late  blooming  variety  on  an  early  blooming  one 
which  has  already  finished  blooming  before  the  time  the  later  variety  is  in 
bloom. 

As  indicated  earlier,  the  weather  plays  a  very  important  part  in  whether  a 
cross  will  take  or  not.  If  it  happens  to  rain  soon  after  pollination,  it’s  very  likely 
that  the  pollen  grains  will  not  get  to  grow  into  the  filament  tubes  and  fertilize 
the  ova.  Also,  if  it  gets  very  hot  and  a  dry  wind  is  blowing  after  pollination,  it  is 
very  possible  that  the  cross  will  not  take.  So,  usually,  a  good  time  to  make 
crosses  is  early  in  the  morning  as  soon  as  the  dew  has  evaporated.  If  a  cross 
is  tried  on  a  wet  bloom,  again,  the  cross  will  probably  not  happen.  Getting  the 
pollen  wet  seems  to  affect  the  viability  of  the  pollen.  In  other  words,  should  a 
shower  come  in  the  morning  as  the  bloom  is  opened  and  the  anther  becomes 
wet,  remove  it  and  dry  it  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  may  well  be  that  the 
pollen  will  still  be  good.  If  it  stays  wet  too  long,  it  will  probably  not  set  seed.  So, 
keep  the  pollen  dry. 

It’s  apparent  from  discussing  these  variables  that  if  a  certain  variety  has  a 
low  virility,  the  pollen  may  only  be  good  for  a  day  or  two.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  pollen  is  kept  in  a  cool,  dry  place,  it  may  last  even  beyond  two  weeks.  In 
the  same  way,  if  the  low  virility  type  pollen  is  placed  on  a  variety  that  sets  seed 
easily,  then  chances  of  “a  take”  will  be  more  likely.  Generally,  the  crosses  that 
hybridizers  want  to  make  are  not  always  possible  under  the  ideal  circum¬ 
stances  and  situations  with  the  highly  receptive  stigmatic  lip  waiting  for  a  very 
virile  type  of  pollen.  At  any  rate,  pollen  daubers  should  keep  up  the  good 
work,  and  perhaps,  someone  will  want  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  here  or 
even  challenge  these  theories. 
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IMGHTIIHI 

R@urid  Robin  Program 

Sam  Reece,  633  Kindred,  Richardson,  Texas  75080 

Clarence  Mahan,  McLean,  Virginia:  One  of  the  first  new  irises  I  sent  my 
check  off  for,  right  after  the  Oklahoma  Convention,  was  Paul  Black’s  GLITZ  ’N 
GLITTER.  This  yellow  and  purple  iris  is  strikingly  different  and  I  like  it  very 
much.  The  two  irises  that  “bowled  me  over”  in  OK  were  Mary  Dunn’s  DIVINE 
and  Monty  Byers’  LURID.  The  clump  of  LURID  at  Black’s  was  both  spectacular 
and  elegant ...  in  the  extreme.  Although  I’ve  had  no  bias  against  space  age 
irises,  I’ve  not  been  a  “true  devotee”.  Well,  after  LURID  in  OK  I  have  a  great 
new  love.  As  for  DIVINE,  I’ve  been  telling  everyone  that  it  is  truly  divine .  .  .  with 
its  light  standards  and  dramatically  patterned  falls. 

This  was  the  year  I  joined  the  EDITH  WOLFORD  bandwagon  ...  a  superb 
performance  in  what  was,  overall,  a  very  poor  bloom  season.  The  vast 
majority  of  my  TBs  were  extremely  high  branched,  bunched  in  fact,  with  the 
lowest  bud  count  I’ve  ever  experienced.  Many  stalks  bloomed  down  in  the 
fans.  Many  just  didn’t  bloom.  Most  were  hurt  by  a  very  late,  very  severe  freeze 
we  had.  But,  EDITH  WOLFORD  did  fine  on  a  first  year  plant,  and  it  did  fine 
everywhere  I  saw  it.  Gorgeous  flowers,  clear  bright  colors,  great  bud  place¬ 
ment,  and  lots  of  buds.  Sure  to  be  a  Dykes  contender. 

DUSKY  CHALLENGER,  an  iris  I  was  also  slow  to  warm  up  to,  has  now 
become  one  of  my  favorites.  Great  stalks  .  .  .  GREAT  everything.  I  would  also 
like  to  recommend  Anfosso’s  OPIUM  as  a  unique  color  combination — pink, 
mauve,  and  for  lack  of  a  better  word,  shall  I  say  grey — on  excellent  stalks.  A 
very  good  grower  and  increaser.  Niswonger’s  SUNSHINE  SONG  performed 
very  well,  and  the  wide  hafts  and  falls  should  prove  useful  in  a  variety  of 
amoena  breeding  programs.  SWEET  ANITA  was  nice  in  my  garden  and  every 
place  else  I  saw  her  ...  I  don’t  think  there  is  anything  as  nice  in  the  pink 
plicata  class.  SCENTED  BUBBLES  was  both  scented  and  bubbly  in  OK  .  .  .a 
class  iris.  About  May  Belle  Wright’s  ICE  CAVE,  get  it  any  way  you  can  .  .  .  it’s 
an  ice  blue  miracle.  Class!  Class!  Class! 

A  number  of  Zurbrigg  irises  were  doing  super  in  Oklahoma,  starting  with 
JENNIFER  REBECCA  and  IMMORTALITY  Many  people  just  refuse  to  believe 
J.R.  is  a  dependable  rebloomer .  .  .  and  ‘tis  true,  it  attracts  lots  of  attention 
even  among  those  who  don’t  know  it  reblooms. 

It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  read  Lloyd’s  comment  that  Ben  Hager’s  state¬ 
ment  that  by  the  year  2000  only  remontants  will  be  being  sold  may  be  “a  trifle 
extreme.”  Hager  is,  of  course,  a  genius  and  I  would  tend  to  believe  his 
prediction  is  close  to  the  mark  ...  but  that  is  not  to  say  that  the  “remontants” 
flooding  the  market  then  will  be  dependably  remontant  everywhere.  What 
Lloyd  has  predicted  for  decades  is  happening. 
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Monty  Byers,  Potter  Valley,  California:  We’ve  grown  some  of  these  “CA” 
rebloomers  for  years  and  they’ve  never  rebloomed  for  us.  Wanted  to  see  if 
through  extra  feeding  and  watering  we  could  encourage  some  of  them  into  at 
least  trying.  No  such  luck!  Our  extremely  long,  extremely  hot  and  dry  sum¬ 
mers  seem  to  completely  stop  the  release  of  the  rebloom  “triggers”  of  this 
“coastal”  type — no  matter  what! 

I’m  practically  out  of  my  mind  with  anticipation  and  excitement,  with  this 
countdown  to  our  Fall  Regional  rebloomer  extravaganza.  It’s  a  good  thing  I’m 
so  busy — too  pooped  to  go  all  the  way  out  of  it  (my  mind  that  is). 

Ben  Hager  has  all  kinds  of  incredible  rebloomer  seedlings.  Many  with 
super  strong  and  early  rebloom  in  a  wide  and  exciting  range  of  colors.  One 
out  of  DAZZLING  GOLD,  from  a  cross  to  one  of  his  top  orange  oncer  lines, 
looks  just  like  DAZZLING  GOLD  including  the  ruffling.  I  dare  not  think  about  it 
when  I’m  trying  to  go  to  sleep — the  possibilities!  and  he  let  me  have  some  of 
it!!! 

I’ve  always  believed  an  iris  is  a  worthy  introduction  if  it  really  is  a  step 
forward — not  just  another  refrain  from  a  classic  theme,  no  matter  how  sub¬ 
lime.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  rebloomers — a  step  forward  here  in  quality, 
a  step  forward  there  in  the  strength  of  the  remontant  tendency.  With  what  we 
have  to  work  with  now  there’s  no  reason  the  steps  shouldn’t  be  giant  strides 
from  nowon  out — towards  the  ideal ..  .  irises  of  super  quality  and  super  strong 
reblooming  ability.  Nothing  short  of  the  end  of  the  world  coming  first  will  stop 
this  from  happening  now  and  we  get  to  be  there — to  see  it  and  be  a  part  of 
making  it  happen!!! 

Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Radford,  Virginia:  MARITA  was  the  sole  seedling  in  the 
cross  IMMORTALITY  X  Welch  H  503  (pumila).  It  gave  six  stalks  in  September. 
Went  on  to  win  best  seedling  at  the  Region  4  Fall  Show  in  Highpoint.  Ap¬ 
peared  to  be  twice  as  wide  as  the  other  dwarfs  on  display,  but  none  of  the 
judges  thought  it  coarse:  quite  the  contrary.  It’s  a  yellow-green  amoena. 
Fortunately  it’s  quite  fertile  either  way  with  the  other  SDBs,  has  also  worked 
with  a  BB  and  an  IB. 

In  one  garden  in  Oklahoma  we  were  treated  to  clumps  of  BREAKERS  and 
OCEAN  PACIFIC.  The  latter  was  the  bluer,  and  the  more  stylish,  but  it  was 
overblooming.  BREAKERS  was  a  better  clump,  but  I  agree  with  those  of  you 
who  say  that  it  is  really  not  particularly  blue.  There  is  quite  a  little  violet  in  the 
blue. 

Gary  Sides,  Lawrenceburg,  Tennessee:  I  was  lying  in  bed  just  the  other 
night  and  said  to  Deb,  “Just  about  170-180  days  till  spring  bloom  begins”. 
Needless  to  say  she  had  quite  a  fit  since  it  has  barely  frosted,  not  frozen  and 
no  snow  yet.  Something  to  the  effect  of  “How  can  I  live  in  this  house  with  this 
man  all  winter!!?” 

Fall  rebloom  has  been  light,  but  that’s  to  be  expected  since  like  others,  I  felt 
that  spring  planted  seedlings  were  more  important  for  getting  water  than 
named  rebloomers.  There  have  been  some  stars,  though.  DUKE  OF  EARL 
has  thrown  two  stalks  plus  one  8-10  inches  tall  now  on  a  reset  rhizome.  Flower 
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form  is  great,  stalk  is  super,  fragrance  is  lovely  and  pollen  is  saved  for  spring. 
FEEDBACK  has  again  shown  just  how  truly  fantastic  it  is!  I  DO  has  given  a 
fantastic  performance  also,  on  the  8-foot  row  I  have  of  it.  And  a  50-foot  row  of 
SUMMER  OLYMPICS  is  just  now  bursting  into  glorious  color.  IMMORTALITY 
has  given  light  rebloom  but  is  telling  me  it  really  doesn't  like  three-year 
clumps.  RE-TREAT  has  also  rebloomed.  Stalks  are  coming  in  LEMON  RE¬ 
FLECTION,  HARVEST  OF  MEMORIES,  LEMON  DUET,  VIOLET  MIRACLE  and 
SPIRIT  OF  MEMPHIS. 

Betty  Swanson,  Pierre,  South  Dakota:  Here  are  some  of  the  stars  here. 
TAWNY — every  bit  as  tawny  as  a  lion  and  looks  almost  as  velvety.  My  friend 
Paul  Black  says  this  reblooms  in  the  fall  for  him.  His  season  starts  about  a 
month  to  the  day  before  ours  so  it  has  all  that  extra  time.  TRES  ELEGANTE — a 
beautiful  mauve-magenta  iris  from  Iowa.  Heavyyy  lace.  Cheddar  beards.  Not 
particularly  noteworthy  in  the  fragrance  department  (yes,  irises  have  “noses” 
just  like  wines)  but  who  cares — this  is  an  absolutely  exquisite  iris.  BABY 
BARON — another  Iowa  iris  is  one  of  the  cutest  little  characters  I’ve  ever  seen. 
He  is  also  the  father  and  the  mother  of  my  one  and  only  surviving  seedling. 
Rich  morning-glory  cobalty  blue  with  deeper  “kitty  whiskers”  patterning  on 
the  falls.  Pretty  ruffling  and  smells  like  chocolate  chip  cookies!  (Well  /  think 
so.)  LITTLE  LOUIE-this  is  a  fun  little  iris,  the  coloring  is  hard  to  describe,  but  I 
bet  he’d  look  great  under  a  black  light.  Gotta  give  him  room  or  he  will  pick  a 
fight  with  BABY  BARON  over  who  gets  to  be  king  of  the  iris  patch.  Definitely 
the  local  tough  guy.  CARNIVAL  IN  RIO — blooms  every  year  here  with  tall, 
strong  stalks  with  candelabra  branching  (yes,  think  Liberace).  Lots  of  ruffles 
on  her  skirts  and  banana  yellow  beards.  Her  coloring  is  kind  of  hard  to 
describe — think  she  would  glow  in  the  dark.  Ranges  from  mauve  to  purple  to 
pink  to  orange  to  red.  TIGER  PRINT — this  tiger  cub  is  very  enthusiastic,  has 
tumbled  out  of  the  garden  here  several  times.  Routinely  gets  his  head  lopped 
off  by  the  lawnmower,  but  it  doesn't  faze  him.  Buttery  yellow,  sort  of,  with  russet 
stripes.  Starts  blooming  earlier  than  most,  then  keeps  it  up  for  a  long  time. 
MICHAEL  PAUL — a  sleek  little  black — often  has  3  or  4  blooms  per  stalk. 
Dapper  little  fellow  in  his  tux,  and  does  well  for  me  in  both  my  gardens.  RIPE 
RASPBERRY — the  color  is  truly  that  of  a  ready  to  eat  raspberry  and  the  snow 
white  beard  is  an  almost  shocking  contrast.  No  ruffles  but  the  little  petals  are 
almost  perfectly  round.  Blooms  early  and  keeps  at  it  for  a  longggg  time.  SUN 
DOLL — ooooh,  if  you  like  yellow  flowers  you’ll  love  this  one.  A  beautiful  pure 
yellow,  with  lots  of  ruffles.  Just  simply  exquisite.  Have  her  planted  here  in  the 
middle  of  a  clump  of  grape  hyacinths — think  I’ll  call  Hallmark!  OLA  KALA — 
Won  the  Dykes  in  1948.  The  one  I’ve  been  raving  about  so  long.  Came  out 
before  ruffles  became  trendy  but  what  an  incredibly  superb  performer  it  is 
here,  always.  This  is  the  one — that  no  lie — stares  me  in  the  face  every  spring, 
grows  almost  5  feet  tall  and  routinely  has  9-10  buds  per  stalk,  almost  unheard 
of  here.  Amazingly  these  stalks  stand  up,  even  in  our  winds! 
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AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY 
DISPLAY  SCREEN 


A  great  way  to  promote  irises  is  the  AIS  Display  Screen.  This  features  backlit 
photos  in  full  color.  The  screen  features  two  panels  on  each  side  of  a  large 
center  panel.  The  photos  are  changed  from  time  to  time  so  that  those 
organizations  which  have  used  the  screen  in  the  past  can  have  a  totally  new 
display  at  garden  shows,  trade  shows,  county  or  state  fairs,  or  at  any  other 
event  in  which  the  club  might  want  to  promote  irises  and  The  American  Iris 
Society.  The  screen  is  great  for  use  in  attracting  visitors  who  might  become 
new  members  of  the  local  club.  AIS  schedules  the  use  of  the  display  screen 
on  a  first-come  first-served  basis. 

Shipping:  The  unit  is  shipped  by  UPS.  When  ordering,  submit  an  address  for 
UPS  delivery.  Post  office  box  numbers  are  insufficient  addresses.  The  unit  will 
be  shipped  COD.  When  the  unit  is  returned,  it  should  be  insured  for  $1500. 
Size:  The  shipping  case  is  fifty  inches  long  by  twenty-one  inches  high  by  six 
inches  wide.  When  set  up,  it  is  approximately  60"  x  48"  by  12". 

Set  Up:  A  six-foot  table  is  needed  for  setting  up  the  screen,  and  an  eight-foot 
one  would  be  better.  Electricity  is  needed  for  the  lights. 

Security:  The  unit  should  be  set  up  in  an  area  which  can  be  locked  when  the 
show  is  not  open.  It  should  be  manned  at  all  times  during  the  show  by 
someone  who  can  answer  questions  and  pass  out  information  sheets  which 
come  with  the  unit.  These  information  sheets  provide  information  on  how  to 
join  The  American  Iris  Society.  The  local  organization  should  also  provide 
information  on  joining  the  local  society. 

Damage:  Please  check  to  see  if  something  is  missing  or  damaged  when  the 
screen  arrives.  The  screen  is  often  mailed  to  several  places  before  being 
returned  to  the  person  in  charge  of  shipping  for  The  American  Iris  Society. 
When  the  display  is  set  up,  it  should  be  checked  carefully  for  damage.  If  there 
is  a  problem,  notify  the  AIS  shipper  immediately. 

Deposit:  When  the  display  screen  is  ordered,  send  a  $50  check  made 
payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society.  This  check  is  returned  to  you  when  the 
screen  is  returned  undamaged.  The  shipping  costs  are  paid  both  directions 
by  the  organization  using  the  screen. 

Ordering:  Information  needed  when  ordering  includes  the  month,  days,  and 
year  when  the  screen  is  needed  and  the  name  of  the  organization  for  which  it 
is  reserved.  Please  write  the  name  and  address  clearly  on  the  request.  Send 
all  orders  to  the  address  given  here: 

Keith  Fillmore 
4435  E.  Nancy  Avenue 
Garden  City,  KS  67846 
Telephone:  316:  276-3100 


71 


IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  and  Sections  of  AIS  maintain  sets  of  iris  slides  which  may  be  rented.  Each  set 
contains  about  100  35-mm  slides. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE 

Irises  for  Every  Garden— Good  for  garden  clubs.  Contains  both  bearded  and  beardless 
types. 

The  New  Reliables— Popular,  less  expensive  varieties. 

Recent  Award  Winners— AM  and  HM  winners 
The  Newest  in  Irises — Recent  introductions 
The  Popularity  Poll — 100  favorite  TBs 
Arrangements — Flower  arrangements  featuring  irises 

Irises  in  the  Visual  Arts — European,  Oriental,  and  American  paintings,  arts  and  crafts 
that  include  irises 

Many  Types  and  Colors  of  Irises — Bearded,  bulbous,  beardless  in  their  great  variety 

Irises  through  the  Seasons — Follows  the  iris  around  the  calendar  in  house  and  garden 

The  other  Bearded  Irises — Other  than  TB.  Dwarfs,  Medians,  Arils,  Arilbreds 

St.  Louis  Convention— 1981 

Denver  Convention— 1982 

Boston  Convention — 1983 

Seattle  Convention — 1984 

Indianapolis  Convention — 1985 

San  Jose  Convention— 1986 

Phoenix  Convention— 1987 

Oklahoma  City  Convention — 1988 

Order  above  slides  from  Howard  Shockey 

4611  Rio  Grande  Ln.  NW 
Check  to  AIS  Albuquerque,  NM  87107 

Phone  (505)  345-0119  24  hour  answering  recorder 

THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  SECTIONS  OF  AIS 

Arils  and  Arilbreds — Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  16789  Spring  Creek  Rd.,  Applegate, 
CA  95703,  April  15  through  October  14,  and  47806  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA  92201,  October 
15  through  April  14.  Check  to  Aril  Iris  Society. 

Dwarfs — Good  for  rock  gardens.  Order  from  Dorothy  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 
Beechwood,  OH  44122.  Check  to  DIS 

Japanese — Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

Louisianas — Order  from  La  Vera  Burkett,  1100  N.  Ella  Street,  Searcy,  AR  72143  Check  to 
LISA. 

Medians — Standard  Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Miniature  Tall  Bearded,  Border  Bearded. 

Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th.  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685.  Check  to  MIS. 
Species — Suitable  for  judges’  training.  Order  from  Helga  Andrews,  11  Maple  Avenue, 
Sudbury,  MA  01776.  Check  to  SIGNA. 

Siberians— Order  from  James  Foreman,  1370  W.  Michaels  Rd.,  Tipp  City,  OH  45371. 
Please  write  for  details  before  ordering. 

Spurias — Order  from  Marilyn  Holloway,  673  Acacia  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA  95815. 
Check  to  Spuria  Iris  Society. 

TO  ORDER — Request  slides  well  in  advance,  preferable  six  weeks.  Cost  is  $5.00  per 
set.  Slides  must  be  returned  next  day  by  first  class/priority  mail.  Affiliated  societies 
may  have  one  free  program  per  year,  although  some  Sections  may  not  honor  this. 
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Medians  Have  Merit 

Ron  Mullin  (Oklahoma) 

When  Median  irises  come  to  mind,  my  thoughts  always  envision  some  of 
the  old  favorites  which  have  been  the  standard  by  which  I  compare  new 
varieties.  Among  these  would  be  Tulare  for  Border  Bearded  irises,  Sea  Patrol 
for  Intermediates,  and  Cotton  Blossom  for  Standard  Dwarfs.  Others  may 
choose  different  varieties  as  their  measuring  stick,  but  these  still  grow,  still 
perform,  and  still  shine  in  my  garden. 

My  complaint  about  Border  irises  is  that  many  of  them  “aren’t.”  Too  large 
flowers  is  the  major  fault  and  some  hybridizers  seem  to  think  the  height 
requirement  is  the  only  one  for  a  Border  Bearded.  Among  my  current  favorites 
are  the  Keith  Keppel  plicatas  which  include  Shenanigan  and  Prediction. 
These  are  in  a  plicata  pattern  with  pink  and  orchid  as  the  dominant  colors. 
They  stay  in  class  and  perform  well.  Each  will  dazzle  judges  and  visitors  at  a 
show  if  properly  grown  and  well  groomed. 

Pink  Bubbles  (Hager)  is  as  near  perfection  as  one  can  find.  It’s  a  bright  pink 
with  heavy  ruffling,  multiple  buds,  perfect  balance  and  proportion,  and 
healthy  plants.  It  probably  ranks  number  one  with  me,  and  it  may  be  a  better 
performer  than  its  illustrious  relative,  Beverly  Sills. 

Raspberry  Sundae  (Niswonger)  is  a  well-proportioned  variety  that  has 
beautiful  show  stalks  but  they  always  seem  to  be  ready  on  a  day  when  there  is 
no  show.  One  of  these  days  it  will  hit  just  right  and  the  lovely  raspberry  toned 
flowers  will  win  queen  of  the  show.  Good  bud  count  insures  a  long  bloom 
season. 

Picayune  (Keppel)  is  a  yellow  and  brown  plic  with  a  concentration  of  brown 
in  the  haft  area.  It  blooms  a  long  time,  and  it  will  appear  in  shows  with 
regularity.  A  clump  has  many  bloom  stalks  of  uniform  height  so  that  several 
are  available  at  show  time. 

Copper  Glaze  (Hamblen)  demands  attention  with  old  gold  flowers  glazed 
copper  brown  and  featuring  dark  hafts.  It  always  performs  well,  and  it  blooms 
late. 

Something  Special  (Hager)  is  second  only  to  Pink  Bubbles  in  the  pink 
class,  but  it  is  still  first  class  in  quality.  Since  the  two  are  different  and  fine,  both 
should  be  grown. 

Butter  Girl  (Hamblen)  is  a  fine  butter  yellow  with  good  form.  It  is  a  consistent 
performer.  Planted  next  to  a  pink  like  Pink  Bubbles,  a  blue  like  Am  I  Blue,  and 
a  dark  like  Drum  Solo,  it  makes  a  great  contrast. 

Marmalade  Skies  (Niswonger)  is  orange  and  stays  that  color  until  it  closes. 
Generally,  it  produces  an  abundance  of  pretty  flowers.  It’s  quite  a  sight  when 
in  full  bloom. 

In  my  opinion,  IBs  do  not  exist  which  are  finer  for  garden  value  than  Rare 
Edition  (Gatty).  Despite  the  hard  freeze  during  early  bloom  time  in  1987  and 
the  record  warmth-record  cold  of  the  winter  of  1 989  in  its  up  and  down  pattern, 
Rare  Edition  performed  almost  flawlessly  It  has  done  so  every  year  that  I’ve 
grown  it.  To  see  a  large  clump  is  to  see  a  flight  of  white  butterflies  with  violet- 
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edged  wings.  No  iris  in  any  class  surpasses  Rare  Edition  for  performance. 

Hellcat  (Aitken)  is  a  miniature  of  its  famous  parent  Mystique,  although 
slightly  darker  in  coloring.  It  has  ramrod  straight  stalks  which  are  well 
branched.  Flowers  are  well  formed  and  long  lasting. 

Butter  Pecan  (Hager)  is  splendid.  Everything  about  it  is  the  perfect  size. 
Flowers  in  yellow  and  brown  plic  coloring  are  presented  with  perfect  timing  to 
assure  a  good  bloom  time. 

Inner  Circle  (Ghio)  probably  gives  more  blooms  than  any  other  IB  I  grow.  All 
are  of  uniform  size  and  shape.  The  bitone  blue  with  slightly  darker  center  on 
the  falls  still  looks  good  after  TB  season  has  begun. 

Although  they  aren’t  new,  Fantasy  World  and  Gay  Wings  (O.  Brown)  are 
different  enough  to  keep  growing.  Age  doesn’t  mean  they  aren’t  modern  in 
appearance.  Gay  Wings  has  an  apricot  orange  coloring  while  Fantasy  World 
is  more  yellow  apricot.  Intensity  of  color  in  the  heart  of  the  flower  gives  them 
uniqueness. 

Raspberry  Blush  (Hamblen)  is  a  pink  with  deeper  rose  coloring  at  the 
center  of  the  falls  and  standards.  It’s  very  unique  and  very  beautiful. 

Voila  (Gatty)  is  a  classic.  Even  though  it  has  been  around  for  a  while,  one  is 
likely  to  proclaim  “All  Right!”  upon  seeing  a  clump  of  this  magenta  flowered 
beauty. 

Boy  Wonder  (Ghio)  is  the  best  brown  IB  that  I  grow.  Its  performance  is  very 
good  year  after  year. 

Honey  Glazed  (Niswonger)  is  a  near  amoena  with  butterscotch  orange 
falls.  It’s  very  different,  and  as  such,  is  a  real  crowd  pleaser. 

At  the  top  of  my  list  of  good  SDBs  is  Dark  Vader  (Miller).  The  accent  is  on 
form,  and  form  and  substance  are  two  things  I  want  in  all  irises.  Dark  Vader  is 
a  dark  violet  with  pale  blue  beards  to  provide  startling  contrast.  It’s  an  iris 
which  is  great  from  across  the  garden.  The  beards  appear  to  be  white  from  a 
distance  to  give  a  black  and  white  impression.  Wide,  ruffled  falls  and  beauti¬ 
fully  domed  standards  help  make  this  one  super  on  every  blossom — and  the 
plant  provides  many  of  them. 

Azure  Gem  (Hamblen)  is  definitely  a  gem.  Its  form  is  great,  the  color  is 
great,  and  the  performance  is  reliable.  Color  is  aptly  described  by  the  name. 

Starlight  Waltz  (Helsley)  is  a  heavily  ruffled,  beautifully  formed  light  yellow 
with  white.  Good  increase  assures  plenty  of  bloom  and  a  bright  spot  of 
beauty. 

Michael  Paul  (W.  Jones)  is  a  dark,  outstanding  beauty.  Before  Dark  Vader,  it 
was  my  favorite  dark-toned  SDB.  Its  standards  are  not  as  shapely  as  those  of 
Dark  Vader,  and  it  lacks  the  sharply  contrasting  beards,  BUT  it  is  outstanding 
anyway. 

Muchacha  (Gatty)  is  a  pet  of  mine.  It  lacks  the  dazzling  brilliance  of  color 
that  usually  attracts,  but  it  uses  a  subtle  plicata  marking  that  quietly  steals 
one’s  heart.  It  might  be  described  as  a  tan  yellow  plic.  Beautiful  form  is  an 
additional  asset. 

Chubby  Cheeks  (Black)  is  a  subdued  blue-violet  plicata.  It  produces  many 
flowers  of  outstanding  form.  I’ve  found  no  part  of  it  that  could  be  criticized. 

Blue  Line  (B.  Jones)  has  sharp  contrast  between  the  white  flowers  and  dark 
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blue  beard.  A  first  year  plant  made  quite  a  showing.  Coloring  is  the  top  asset 
here.  Very  tailored  form  in  the  garden  this  year  may  have  been  unusual,  but  it 
looked  fine  without  ruffles. 

Mrs.  Nate  Rudolph  (Briscoe)  is  outstanding!  It’s  color  is  difficult  to  de¬ 
scribe,  and  should  I  attempt  it,  the  flower  would  "sound”  ugly.  Ugly  it  certainly 
is  not.  It  has  great  form,  and  it  has  everything  else  to  go  with  it.  Flowers  are 
smaller  than  some,  but  they  are  just  right. 

Senor  Frog  (Aitken)  is  a  green  toned  yellow  of  superior  form.  It  isn’t  ruffled, 
but  when  one  remembers  the  tailored  excellence  of  Soft  Air,  it’s  easy  to 
understand  that  heavy  ruffling  isn’t  a  must. 

Silk  Petals  (Black)  isn’t  in  my  garden,  but  it  is  fantastic  from  what  I’ve  seen  of 
it.  It’s  white  silk  with  some  yellow,  but  the  “silk”  is  only  the  texture;  the 
substance  has  starchy  durability. 

Miniature  Tall  Bearded  irises  starred  at  the  Oklahoma  City  convention  and 
Bumblebee  Deelite  (Norrick)  and  Crystal  Ruffles  (Dunderman)  were  fine. 
Since  I  don’t  grow  them,  I’ll  report  only  on  Louise  Hopper  (Hager).  Yes,  I  know 
that  Ben  says  it’s  at  the  upper  limit  for  size,  but  it  performs  well  and  doesn’t  get 
too  big  here.  I  like  the  form  because  it  is  wide  enough  to  show  the  clear  yellow 
color  well. 

With  space  for  growing  becoming  scarce,  I  have  to  decide  what  irises  must 
go  each  year.  Sometimes,  I  think  I’ll  eliminate  SDBs,  but  when  they  bloom,  I 
know  that  I  can’t  be  without  them.  So,  what  happens?  I  plant  closer  together 
and  dig  more  lawn.  It’s  too  hot  to  mow  during  the  summer  anyway. 


FROM  THE  EDITOR 


Everyone  knows  by  now  that  the  April  issue  was  very  late.  As  always,  there 
is  a  good  reason  why,  but  good  reasons  don’t  make  the  anguish  any  less.  This 
time,  the  company  which  has  been  producing  the  labels  didn’t  do  so.  When  it 
was  discovered  that  we  had  no  labels,  Carol  Ramsey  had  to  produce  the  labels 
herself.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  the  Bulletins  were  put  into  the  mail.  It  is  our 
hope  that  the  future  issues  will  be  on  time.  The  Bulletin  was  actually  ready  for 
mailing  on  April  17. 

Sitting  in  the  lobby  of  the  hotel  as  everyone  was  leaving  for  Mud  Island  in 
Memphis  was  not  a  good  idea.  Knowing  that  I  had  to  leave  town  before  the 
convention  actually  began  was  a  little  like  knowing  there  was  a  party  to  which  I 
received  no  invitation.  Articles  about  the  gardens  in  Memphis  will  be  in  the 
October  Bulletin. 
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Some  Things  You  Might  Want  To  Try 

1 .  If  you  are  tired  of  being  unable  to  read  the  name  of  an  iris  in  your  garden 
because  your  current  labeling  method  is  not  satisfactory,  try  writing  the 
nanes  on  the  marker  with  embroidery  paint.  The  writing  is  larger  than 
stick  on  labeling  and  it  is  long  lasting.  When  the  name  on  the  marker 
needs  to  be  changed,  use  sandpaper  and  eradicate  the  writing. 

2.  If  hot,  humid  weather  results  in  rotting  rhizomes  during  the  summer 
months,  try  cutting  the  leaves  back  to  about  twelve  inches  high  so  that 
the  sun  can  get  to  the  base  of  the  plants.  This  won’t  cure  the  rot,  so 
something  else  will  have  to  be  done,  but  it  may  help  prevent  further 
problems,  especially  if  the  plants  are  very  close  together.  This  is  the 
only  reason  for  cutting  back  the  foliage. 

3.  Try  spraying  your  plants  with  a  solution  which  includes  garlic  to  elimi¬ 
nate  some  pests.  Use  something  which  will  serve  as  a  sticker  (like 
liquid  soap)  and  spray  away.  For  those  who  detest  chemicals,  this 
might  be  worth  a  try. 

4.  Use  the  toes  from  panty  hose  to  put  over  the  newly  formed  seed  pods 
on  your  irises.  Tie  them  at  the  bottom  with  a  twist-em,  and  you  can  go  on 
vacation  even  during  the  time  when  the  pods  are  splitting  open.  The 
hose  will  catch  all  the  seeds.  Some  have  suggested  spraying  with  an 
insecticide  to  eliminate  insect  problems.  Others  have  warned  about 
being  careful  when  attaching  the  hose.  Don’t  break  off  the  pod! 

5.  If  you  do  break  off  the  seed  pod  too  early,  one  long-time  hybridizer 
suggested  putting  the  stem  into  an  Irish  potato  until  the  pod  has 
matured.  Supposedly,  this  method  nourishes  the  pod  long  enough  for 
the  seeds  to  become  viable. 

6.  For  those  who  live  in  climates  where  rains  often  cause  the  tags  to  lose 
the  writing  or  fall  off  before  the  seeds  are  harvested,  try  writing  on  the 
plastic  markers  which  are  available  in  all  garden  stores.  Cut  these  into 
two  parts  and  punch  a  hole  in  one  end.  Insert  fishing  line  through  the 
hole  and  form  a  loop.  When  the  cross  is  made  push  the  marker  between 
the  flower  and  the  stem  and  bring  it  back  through  the  line.  Be  sure  that 
the  loop  you  make  is  large  enough  to  do  this.  When  writing  on  the  tag, 
use  a  wax  pencil.  If  the  cross  takes,  you'll  have  a  legible  marker  that 
won’t  fall  off.  For  those  that  don’t  take,  the  marker  is  easily  cleaned  and 
can  be  used  again. 

7.  When  rot  becomes  a  problem  on  the  stalk  bearing  your  favorite  cross, 
try  rubbing  Comet  or  something  similar  on  the  stem.  Even  if  it  doesn’t 
work,  it  might,  and  you  will  have  saved  your  future  Dykes  winner.  Always 
remove  all  foliage  from  the  stalk  with  the  crosses  you've  made. 

8.  In  most  parts  of  the  country,  fertilizing  during  those  warm  days  of 
January  and  February  will  be  in  plenty  of  time  to  help  the  iris  plants  at 
bloom  time. 

9.  Be  very  careful  when  applying  chemicals  such  as  Treflan.  Many  feel 
that  this  retards  the  growth  of  the  irises  even  though  it  doesn’t  appear  to 
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hurt  them  otherwise.  Some  suggest  that  too  much  of  any  chemical  will 
distort  the  blooms. 

10.  Keep  the  garden  dean  at  all  times  to  destroy  insect  nesting  areas,  keep 
down  the  chances  of  leaf  spot,  etc.,  and  to  allow  the  irises  to  breathe 
freely  and  have  all  the  moisture  they  need  instead  of  having  to  share 
with  the  weeds. 

11 .  When  unwanted  grass  tries  to  invade  the  iris  bed,  pour  boiling  water  on 
it.  Be  sure  you  don’t  get  it  on  the  irises  or  on  your  feet.  This  idea  is  for  the 
border,  not  the  middle  of  the  bed, 

12.  DO  NOT  line  out  seedlings  in  an  area  where  ungerminated  seeds 
remain.  Sometimes,  those  old  seeds  germinate  in  the  middle  of  the 
other  plants. 

13.  Label  new  plantings  immediately.  That  leaf  with  the  name  written  on  it 
may  not  be  there  very  long.  And,  those  wooden  and  plastic  labels 
which  are  sometimes  attached  to  new  plants  should  be  removed  BE¬ 
FORE  the  plant  is  put  into  the  ground. 

14.  When  taking  slides,  always  check  the  number  on  the  camera  to  see 
that  it  matches  the  number  on  the  list  of  slides  taken.  It  saves  embar- 
assment  when  slides  are  shown  and  Change  of  Heart  is  a  black  iris. 

15.  if  an  iris  is  a  poor  performer,  don’t  give  it  to  the  local  sale.  After  all,  AIS 
tries  to  encourage  new  growers.  Selling  a  variety  which  is  a  poor 
performer  won’t  accomplish  the  goal. 

16.  Some  have  suggested  putting  a  brick  on  top  of  late-planted  irises.  This 
keeps  them  from  heaving  and  helps  them  to  survive  the  up  and  down 
temperatures  so  common  in  many  states. 

Some  of  the  above  suggestions  are  great  ideas;  some  are  just  suggestions. 

Use  the  ones  which  you  find  intriguing,  and  ignore  the  others. 
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ACME  IRIS  GARDENS 

Irises  by  George 

P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  48811 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
after  April  15  for  $2.00 

ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 


Aitken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 119  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 


Medians 

Dwarfs 

Tails 

Species 

Introducing  for 
Boswell,  Sindt,  Hobbs, 
Denkewitz,  &  Tankesley-Clarke 

Illustrated  Catalogue,  $1.00 

damgrove 
Rte.  1,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Send  50c  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCM,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 

Send  $1.00  for  Catalog  &  Map 


BEECH  CREEK 
FARM 

IRIS 

BEARDED  and  NONBEARDED 
price  list  on  request 
32428  CR  681 
BANGOR,  MI  49013 
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BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ohio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  74V4  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 


Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 


Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


RANDY  &  SHELLEY  BROWN’S 
IRIS  GARDEN 

1 86  West  800  North 
Sunset,  Utah  84015 


SPECIALIZING  IN 
LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 
PHONE:  504-868-5422 


Send  First  class  stamp  for  descriptive 
price  list  of  newer  Tall  Bearded  Iris. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

"YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY" 


BILLIE’S  IRIS  GARDEN 

638  Ash  Street 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
509/525-9534 

Wide  variety  of  tall  bearded  irises, 
old  and  new.  Reasonable  prices. 
Send  75y  in  stamps  for  descriptive  list. 


BORBELETA  GARDENS,  INC. 

15974  Canby  Avenue,  AIS 
Faribault,  MN  55021 
Phone:  (507)  334-2807 


FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


Iris 

Daylilies 

Hosta 

Peonies 

Perennials 


SDB  and  IB  Irises.  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Siberian  Irises,  5  acres,  newest 
and  latest  Lilies  and  Daylilies,  the 
very  newest  and  older  standbys. 


Busse  Gardens 


C7/u  cM.inntiota  LPtitnnio.t  LPcofiti 


Rt.2  Box  238 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 


Send  $3.00  for  a  full  natural  color 
catalog  to  the  above  address. 


Catalog  $2.00 
Deduct  on  First  Order 
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GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  irises.  Also 
Spurias  and  Louisian  as. 

Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd.,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  1,  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  LA, 
Bulb  type  irises  and  Daylilies  at 
reasonable  prices. 


Herb  and  Sara  Hoik 

14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 

Catalog  on  request  after  March  15. 
Please  enclose  2  first  class  stamps. 


Marhigo  Japanese  Irises 
also  Siberian  Irises 
Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1989  Catalog — $1.00 
(refundable) 

cAtmce  mm 


Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $2.00 

Refundable  with  order 


COOLEY  S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

PO.  Box  120 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 


MV*$£*V 

15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
R  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 


Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 
or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 

COOPER  S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 


Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

I’m  back,  but  will  only  be  listing  Louisiana 
irises  this  year.  See  April  ad  for  my  1989 
median  introduction. 

Send  stamp  for  1 989  price  list 

L 


COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 

Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley, 

Don  Denney,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1 ,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  5050 1 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 
TB— BB— IB— SDB—MTB— MDB 

Send  25  c  stamp  for  list 

SDB  &  IB  Specials 

Vernon  Wood. 

—  Send  50^  for  catalog  — 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 
Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

COUNTRY  VIEW 
GARDENS 

of  Barb  Gibson 

13253  McKeighan  Road 
Chesaning,  Ml  48616 

JUsLf' 

&& 

GROWERS  OF 

OVER  1 ,000  MEDIANS 

We  also  offer  MDBs,  TBs  and 
Siberians  at  reasonable  prices. 

/  M  ENSATA 

'  r  GARDENS 

Please  send  1  st  class  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 

Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 

IRIS  and  COLLECTABLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave.,  Tigard,  OR  97224 
Tetraploids 

MTB— IB  BB— TB 

Send  25c  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 

Genotypes  Unlimited 

Specializing  in  Spurias 

Also,  Californicae 
(PCN's),  Tall  Bearded  and 
a  wide  range  of  seeds. 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

1373  Coventry  Road 
Concord,  CA  94518 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog  Write  tor  prices  of  previous  intros 

B.  Charles  Jenkins 

41 8A  Cayuga  Street 

Salinas,  CA  93901 
(408)422-2486 

Send  stamp  for  price  list. 
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Iris  Appliqued 

Flags  -  Sweatshirts 

Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES  IRIS  PATCH 

Route  5,  Box  382 

Huron,  SD  57350 

J  &J  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  988 1 5 

GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 

Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 

Reasonable  Prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 

HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard,  NE  69 334 

Introductions  of 

jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 

Desloge,  MO  63601 
Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de¬ 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 

THE  J— LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 

1156  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

REBLOOMING  SPECIALIST 

HILDENBRANDT’S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 

Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B  Wolff 

Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  450  stamp  for  lists  after 

March  1 

a  1LL8NI  IRiS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 

Sj  N.  State  St.  Rd. 

fJrS  Route  3,  Box  5 

MW  Monticello,  IL  61856 

B  Phone  21 7-762-3446 
“  Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 

Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1 .00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8173  Stockton,  CA  95208 

Specializing  in  the  Newest 

Tall  Bearded 

and  Featuring  Introductions  by 

♦Joe  Gatty 
♦Keith  Keppel 

July/August  shipment 

Send  $1.00  for  catalogue  with  pedigrees, 
deductible  from  first  order. 

THE  IRiS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 

Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 

Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

113  S.W.  Fifth 

Newcastle,  OK  73065 

Catalog  500  in  stamps 

Harvey  Robinson  and  Chris  Vizvarie 
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KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

Carol  and  George  Lankow 
Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises 

Featuring  the  irises  of 

Jean  Witt,  Ken  Fisher, 
MayBelle  Wright,  Carol  Lankow 


TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


GARDENS 


Catalog  on  request 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 


725  -  20th  Avenue  West 
Kirkland,  WA  98033 

LAURIE'S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 


Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 


Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 


Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 

Calif ornicae  (PCNs) 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 

List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken  and  Belle  Durio 


4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 

See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


MANCHESTER  GARDEN 

614  Nandale 
Manchester,  MO  63021 

Iris  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Many  varieties — bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 


Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

“Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska” 


CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TETRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  44-page  Daylily  and  Loui¬ 
siana  Iris  Catalog  is  now  avail¬ 
able  for  $2.00 


MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.0.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


THIS  LIST  INCLUDES  MANY 
EXCITING  NEW  DAYLILIES 
AND  HARD-TO-FIND  BULBS 
AND  RELATED  PLANTS 

RT.  7,  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


Write  for  free  price  list 

COPY  DEADLINES 


January  issue . Oct.  1 5 

April  issue  . Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  15 
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•  EXCLUSIVE  "NO  FAULT" 
GUARANTEE 

•  FREE  PRICE  LIST  APRIL 
THROUGH  JULY 


Beautiful 

MARISUE  IRIS  GARDENS 

386  Dorothy  Drive 
Plainwell,  Ml  49080 
Ph.  616/685-1459 

Over  300  select  varieties  of  hardy  tall 
bearded  at  competitive  prices.  All 
stock  licensed  and  inspected  by 
Mich.  Dept,  of  Agriculture. 

For  current  catalogue,  send  500  for 
postage  and  handling. 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95205 


cTWaryott’s 

Qafdei\s 

1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 


Semi-retired:  Now  listing  only 
our  own  introductions  for  1989 
and  the  introductions  of  the 
past  three  years. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 

COLOR  BROCHURE  $1.00  on  request 

GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 


$1.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 


Mid- America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 

3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 


Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Indication  of  excellent  garden  growers. 
Also  indication  of  a  reblooming  season  for 
reblooming  varieties. 


Catalog  $1.00  -  Refundable 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 

Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 
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Miller's  Manor 
Gktriiens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 

Newest  irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 
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MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Byers/Bill  Gibbs 
P.O.  Box  367 
Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and 
rebloomers.  An  extensive  listing 
of  many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB, 
BB,  MTB,  IB,  SDB  and  MDB 
irises. 

You'll  like  the  varietal  informa¬ 
tion  and  the  prices  in  our  cata¬ 
log.  It's  free! 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

MDB  -  MEDIANS  -  TB  -  REBLOOMERS 
SIBERIAN  -  JAPANESE  -  SPECIES 
ALSO  DAYLILIES 
4724  ANGUS  DRIVE 
GAINESVILLE,  VA  22065 
CATALOG  $1 .00;  REFUNDABLE 


uMotffc  TW  gms  Qaitde* s 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
Specialties:  Hand  Carved  Iris  Letter 
Openers 

Iris  Wind  Chimes 
Iris  Clapper  for  your 
Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 
Send  45#  stamp  for  price  list. 


WEATHER  RESISTANT 
METAL  MARKERS 

For  identification 
of  your 

flowers  &  vegetables 

Designed  and  in  use  for 
over  20  years  at  Grace 
Gardens  in  Baraboo,  Wl, 
these  weather  resistnat 
markers  feature  9  guage 
galvanized  wire  with 
aluminum  tags.  Place 
name  on  tag  with  Dymo 
type  tape. 

Pkg.  10  markers  only  $4.50 
or  SAVE 

Pkg.  50  markers  just  $20.00 
*Add  1 5%  for  Shipping 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES 

by  Frances  E.  Schluter 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  is  a  comprehensive  look  at  Iris 
mythology,  development  and  care.  This  61  page,  soft 
cover  book  is  useful  for  beginning  and  experienced 
gardeners.  LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  can  be  yours  for  only 
$3.00. 

OLIVER  HOUSE 

260  Madison  St.  Mondovi,  Wl  54755 
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Bob  Thomason's 

OKIE  IRIS  GARDENS 

P.O.  Box  60673 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
73146 

Many  older  irises  and  some 
newer  ones  at  reasonable 
prices. 

Send  50c  in  stamps  for  catalog 
(refunded  with  order). 

RANCHO 

DE  LA  FLOR  DE  LIS 

A  MOST  UNIQUE  CATALOG 

Dedicated  to  the  history  of  the  Iris 

Color  Illustrations 

Featuring  the  newest  of  the  new 
and  the  best  of  the  old. 

Growing  over  4000  varieties 

Rancho  de  la  Flor  de  Lis 

P.O.  Box  227 

Cerrillos,  NM  87010 

Catalog  $1.00 

Available  April  thru  July 

OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

6065  Old  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featurins  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Miller — ’Dancins  Nanou’ — &  130  named 
varieties  Send  stamp  for  price  list 

PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 

Sibley  Dazey, 

North  Dakota  58429 

400  Tall  Bearded  Varieties 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 

Send  Stamp  for  Price  List 

REATH’S  NURSERY 

P.O.  Box  521B 

Vulcan,  MI  49892 

The  finest 

PEONIES 

TREE  PEONIES 
DAFFODILS 

HOSTAS 

Send  $1.00  for  color  catalog 

PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 

RIALTO  GARDENS 

of 

John  Weiler 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 

1146  W.  Rialto 

425  East  Luna 

Fresno,  CA  93705 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 

Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 

Henry  Danielson 

And  Reblooming  SDB 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 

Since  1941 

& 

See  our  ads  in  the 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 

January  and  April  Bulletins. 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 

Catalog  —  $1.00 

List  on  Request 
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RILEY'S  IRIS  GARDENS 

Growing  over  1,150  varieties 
and  specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 
introduction.  This  stock  is  cold 
hardy  and  Minnesota  tough! 

Send  $1 .00  for  o  descriptive 
catalog  listing  to: 

Deb  Riley 

1 1 4  Miller  Circle  Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 

Phone:  (612)  564-4406 


RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Quality  Dwarf  and  Median  Irises 
MTB  introductions  of  Kenneth  Fisher 

TRACY  W.  JENNINGS 
(Zula  Hanson,  Consultant) 

P.O.  Box  524,  Rockford,  MN  55373 

($1 .00  for  catalog,  deduct  from  1st  order ) 


RODERICK 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  2199 
Farmington,  MO  63640 
Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 
Send  25?  or  stamp  for  price  list 
(Please  note  new  address) 


SCHLIEFERT 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 
Since  1935 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  price  lisf. 


o^TRIS  GARDENS 

3629  guinaby  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 


Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 

$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


ROR1S 

GARDENS 


em 
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3342  W.  Orangewood 
Phoenix ,  AZ  85051 
BEARDED-LOUISIANA-SPURIA 

Over  1 000  Choices 
GUARANTEED  QUALITY 
Send  254  stomp  for  catalog 


Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog 
•  7851  Carmencita  Ave. 

Sacramento,  CA.  95829 

(916)  689-7460  4 
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SHILOH  GARDEN 

Stan  and  Vickie  Courtney 
Rt.  1,  Box  77A 
Pawnee,  IL  62558 

350  TB  varieties 
Send  25?  stamp  for  catalog 


87 


SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

(New  owners  and  location) 

NORVEL  and  RITA  GLASCOCK 

Route  2  -  Box  84 
Cynthiana,  Kentucky  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  stamp  for  catalog  -  no  color 


TB’S  PLACE 

1513  Ernie  Lane 
Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 
Just  another  iris  garden 
Write  for  catalog 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 
RE  2,  Box  101 
Wlsner,  NE  6B791 

Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 

Catalog 

$1.00 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  (JNRUH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 


SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


URANIUM  COUNTRY  GARDENS 

728  -  1675  Rd.,  Delta,  CO  81416 

Our  30th  Year 

Finest  new  varieties  and 
a  large  collection  of  classics 
Catalog — 25<f  stamp 

WEIR  GARDENS 

Iris  —  Daylilies 

Route  1,  Box  99C 
Kingston,  TN  37763 

Price  List 

THE  WILD  MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 

Featuring  Tall  Bearded  and 
Arilbred  Irises  of 
Fred  and  Mary  Gadd 
Catalog  $1 .00 

COPY  DEADLINES 

January  issue . Oct.  15 

April  issue  . .  Jan.  15 

July  issue . Apr.  15 

October  issue  . July  15 


A 
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^  9reer, 
Ohumher 

George  b  Morgoret  Sutton 
16592  Rood  208 
Porterville,  CA  93257 

Send  504  for  catalog 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 


1 —  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01085 

2  —  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3  —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Sterling  innerst,  2700A  Oakland  Rd., 

Dover,  PA  17315 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Can 

oSina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

RO.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Carol  Morgan,  61 384  Westwood  Dr.,  Flint, 

M!  48532 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Joseph  Christopher,  1522  Mercury  Blvd., 

Murfreesboro,  IN  37130. 

8  --  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Donald  Koza,  1171  E.  Idaho  Ave.,  St. 

Paul,  MN  55106 

9-—  Illinois:  Melody  Wiihoit,  Route  1,  Box  141,  Kansas,  IL  61933 

10  —  Louisiana:  Mrs.  Ed.  Ostheimer,  RO.  Box  485,  Houma,  LA  70361. 

1 1  —  Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Rose  Mary  Baier,  606  Montana  Avenue, 

Missoula,  MI  59802 

12  . Utah:  Paul  Smith,  324  East,  700  North,  Pleasant  Grove,  UT  84062 

13  -  - Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Barbara  Aitken,  608  NVV  1 13th  St., 

Vancouver,  WA  98685. 

14  —  Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  James  P.  MeWhirter,  201 

Waller  #303,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

15  . Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Ralph  Strane,  7403  Archibald  Ave., 

Rancho  Cucamonga,  CA  91730. 

16  —  Canada:  John  McMillen,  R.R.  #1,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 

17  —  Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  —  Kansas  and  Missouri:  Mrs.  Meredith  (Leda)  Christlieb,  921  N.  Syca¬ 

more,  Eureka,  KS  67045 

19  —  New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Avenue, 

Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

20  —  Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  ==»  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22— Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Betty  Jamieson,  26  Cambre  Circle,  Hot 
Springs  Village,  AR  71909 

23  —  New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24— Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Sarah  Scruggs,  Route  2  Box  217,  Gun 
tersville,  AL  35976. 


Pink  Jade  (Gatty.  ’89) 


Color  Catalog 


About  300  varieties,  from  14  new  introductions  to 
famous  flowers  with  their  full  colors,  are  shown  in 
the  64  pages  of  catalog.  The  special  price  of  the 
catalog,  with  instructions  on  how  to  cultivate  the 
plants,  is  only  $2.00.  Please  select  the  flowers  of 
your  choice  from  the  catalog  and  mail  your  order. 
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FRONT  COVER:  A  garden  of  tall-bearded  iris  seedlings  is  ablaze  with  color.  Pho¬ 
tographed  by  George  Waters,  the  color  separations  are  courtesy  of  the  American  Iris 
Society  calendar  for  1989. 
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:rom  the  Desk 
of  the 
President 


James  Rasmussen 


As  my  term  of  office  is  coming  to  a  close,  I  look  back  at  all  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  Society  during  these  past  three  years.  Our  standing  committees 
have  functioned  well.  Their  chairmen  have  carried  on  the  tradition  of  doing  an 
excellent  job.  Publicity  about  irises  and  the  promotion  of  our  flower  have 
increased.  The  membership  has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  Society's  prog¬ 
ress. 

At  the  end  of  this  year,  Carol  Ramsey  will  be  retiring  from  the  position  of 
Membership  Secretary.  By  compiling  and  programming  all  the  information 
regarding  membership,  she  has  brought  this  job  into  the  computer  age.  Our 
organization  has  been  maintained  at  its  best  because  of  the  devotion  Carol 
Ramsey  has  given  to  it  over  the  last  20  years.  Her  guiding  hand  has  helped 
formulate  many  of  our  policies,  and  her  leadership  and  initiative  have  contrib¬ 
uted  immeasurably  to  making  The  American  Iris  Society  into  what  it  is  today.  I 
cannot  thank  her  enough  for  the  work  she  has  done  for  us. 

Ken  Waite  will  take  up  the  reins  as  president  and  will  appoint  several  new 
people  to  some  of  the  chairmanships.  I  am  sure  that  all  of  the  duties  will  be 
carried  out  as  well  as  in  the  past.  I  wish  to  thank  all  of  you  for  your  support 
during  my  term  as  president  and  am  asking  you  to  get  behind  the  people  in 
leadership  positions  to  help  the  AIS  to  continue  on  its  path  of  excellence. 
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AIS  SALES  ITEMS 


THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES . $15.00 

Edited  by  Warburton  &  Hamblen;  34  contributors  and  authors  including  international 
authorities.  494  pages  of  text;  32  pages  full  color.  Published  in  1978  and  the  most 
authoritative  book  on  all  phases  of  irises,  scientific  and  popular,  6"  x  9"  hard  bound 
cloth  cover. 


HANDBOOK  FOR  JUDGES  AND  SHOW  OFFICIALS . complete  .  .  .  $5.00 

pages  only.  .  .  $4.00 

Fifth  Edition,  in  handy  looseleaf  form.  Available  with  or  without  binder  for  holding  the 
pages. 

NEW:  Iris  Notes,  3/2  x  5/2,  reproductions  of  watercolors  from  the  archives  of  the 
Brooklyn  Botanic  Garden,  $6.00  per  pack,  3  for  $17.00.  Each  pack  contains  ten  notes 
and  envelopes,  two  different  designs. 

Order  by  pack  number:  Pack  1:  5  Iris  aurea,  5  Ins  latifolia. 

Pack  2:  5  Iris  xiphium,  5  Japanese  iris. 

Pack  3:  5  Iris  pallida  hybrid,  5  Gladwyn  iris. 

IRIS  SHOW  POSTERS . Packet  of  6,  $10.00 

Promote  your  show  with  these  full-color  posters  11"  x  16". 

AIS  LAPEL  PINS  . $5.00 

AIS  logo  in  blue  and  green  on  silver  plated  pin  V2"  x  %"  with  safety  lock  catch. 

BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE  . each  $1.25;  packet  of  25,  $15.00 

A  32-page  booklet  covering  the  basic  aspects  of  growing  irises.  Available  in  single 
issue  or  quantity  for  resale  by  societies  at  meetings,  shows  and  sales. 

1988  AIS  MEMBERSHIP  BOOK.  A  complete  listing  of  members  of  AIS,  including 
addresses . $6.50 

IRIS  POST  CARDS . Packet  $2.00 1/  3  Packets  for  $5.00 

Twelve  different  shots,  in  color,  per  packet. 

1969  IRIS  CHECK  LIST . $15.00 

Reprint.  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1960-69. 

1979  IRIS  CHECK  LIST . $15.00 

Reprint,  Ten-year  compilation  of  registrations  1970-79. 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  INTRODUCTIONS— 

1988  Edition  . $4.00  1985  . $4.00 

1977  . $2.00  1986  . $4.00 

1978  . $3.50  1987  . $4.00 

1984  . $3.50 

BULLETINS:  Back  issues,  if  available  . $2.50 

BULLETIN  1  (Reprint)  . $1.50 

BRONZE  ANNIVERSARY  MEDALS  . $2.50 

The  AIS  50th  Anniversary  medal  in  antiqued  bronze.  Suitable  for  pendants,  show 
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1989  AIS  AWARDS 

DYKES  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 

NO  AWARD  THIS  YEAR 
No  Iris  received  15%  of  the  votes  cast 


VOTES 

KNOWLTON  MEDAL  (BB) 

110  PECCADILLO  (K.  Keppel) 

Runners-up 

73  MISS  NELLIE  (J.  Burch) 

68  DOLL  BABY  (G.  Corlew) 

SASS  MEDAL  (IB) 

152  HONEY  GLAZED 
(D.  Niswonger) 

Runnersup 
128  HELLCAT  (T.  Aitken) 

72  BOLD  PRINT  (J.  Gatty) 

COOK-DOUGLAS  MEDAL  (SDB) 

63  BABY  BLESSED  (L.  Zurbrigg) 

Runnersup 

62  LITTLE  EPISODE  (D.  Rawlins) 
42  STARLIGHT  WALTZ 
(C.  Helsley) 

CAPARNE-WELCH  MEDAL  (MDB) 

58  ALPINE  LAKE  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

Runnersup 

34  TWIST  OF  LEMON 
(L.  &  R.  Miller) 

28  PUSSYTOES  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

MORGAN-WOOD  MEDAL  (SIB) 

84  DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE 
(S.  Varner) 

Runnersup 

82  CHILLED  WINE  (B.  Hager) 

51  SHIRLEY  POPE  (C.  McEwen) 

DEBAILLON  MEDAL  (LA) 

58  BLACK  GAMECOCK 
(F.  Chowning) 

Runnersup 

44  COUNT  PULASKI 
(F.  Chowning) 

42  C’EST  MAGNIFIQUE  (M.  Dunn) 


WILLIAMSON-WHITE  AWARD 
(MTB) 

45  LITTLE  PAUL  (K.  Fisher) 

Runnersup 

34  REAL  JAZZY  (K.  Vaughn) 

33  GRAMPA’S  GIRL  (K.  Fisher) 


C.  G.  WHITE  AWARD  (AR) 

(V2  or  more  Aril) 

31  PRO  NEWS  (H.  Danielson) 

Runnersup 

23  DEE  MOUSE  (H.  Danielson) 
19  ONLOOKER  (B.  Hager) 


MOHR  AWARD  (AB) 

(V4  to  V2  Aril) 

29  GREEN  EYED  SHEBA 
(C.  BOSWELL) 

Runnersup 

26  BOLD  SENTRY  (L.  Peterson) 
23  DESERT  EMBROIDERY 
(Rogers/Shepard) 

NIES  AWARD  (SPU) 

28  DESTINATION  (B.  Hager) 
Runnersup 

23  CINNAMON  STICK 
(D.  Niswonger) 

17  BARBARA’S  KISS 
(E.  McCown) 

17  HIGHLINE  HALO  (E.  McCown) 


MITCHELL  AWARD  (CAL) 

15  CALIFORNIA  MYSTIQUE 
(J.  Ghio) 

Runnersup 

14  BIG  MONEY  (J.  Ghio) 

8  WISH  FULFILLMENT  (J.  Ghio) 
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PAYNE  AWARD  (JA) 

Due  to  extended  deadline  for 
voting,  results  will  be  reported 
in  a  later  AIS  Bulletin 

AWARD  OF  MERIT 

VOTES 


TALL  BEARDED 

145  CHICO  MAID  (W.  Luihn) 

122  ANNA  BELLE  BABSON 
(B.  Hager) 

104  CODICIL  (8.  Innerst) 

96  DESIGNER  GOWN  (J.  Ghio) 

92  MALAGUENA  (J.  Ghio) 

86  ORBITER  (T.  Aitken) 

84  EDGE  OF  WINTER 
(Schreiners) 

84  EXTRAVAGANT  (M.  Hamblen) 
81  VISUAL  ARTS  (Schreiners) 

79  GINGER  SWIRL  (Schreiners) 

77  SKATING  PARTY  (L.  Gaulter) 

73  CRYSTAL  GLITTERS 
(Schreiners) 

Runnersup 

72  PRAY  FOR  PEACE  (G,  Plough) 
67  ALL  THAT  JAZZ  (D.  Denny) 

67  IMMORTALITY  (L.  Zurbrigg) 

66  JEAN  HOFFMEISTER  (J.  Gatty) 
66  NAVAJO  JEWEL  (J.  Weiler) 

65  CAFE  SOCIETY  (J.  Ghio) 


BORDER  BEARDED 

156  SHENANIGAN  (K.  Keppel) 

77  CHICKASAW  SUE  (J.  Gibson) 
55  NOVELLA  (J.  Ghio) 

Runnersup 

51  LACY  LASSO  (B.  Hager) 

50  NURSERY  SCHOOL  (J.  Ghio) 
39  KIRSCH  (J.  Burch) 


INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

111  RED  ZINGER  (P  Black) 

70  WAMPUM  (A.  Ensminger) 

51  ALICE  IN  WONDERLAND 
(W.  Maryott) 

Runnersup 

50  IDA  MARY  PATTISON 
(H.  Briscoe) 

48  COLORADO  GOLD  (R.  Lyons) 
45  PEPPER  RIM  (M.  Hamblen) 


CHICO 

MAID 
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CRYSTAL  GLITTERS  GINGER  SWIRL 


AWARD  OF  MERIT 


STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

125  CHUBBY  CHEEKS  (P.  BLACK) 
70  JEWELL  BABY  (E.  Hall) 

57  TARHEEL  ELF  (D.  Niswonger) 

47  TANTARA  (A,  Ensminger) 

Runnersup 

44  PIPPI  LONGSTOCKINGS 
(S.  Innerst) 

42  ICE  CHALET  (P  Black) 

42  RITA  KINSELLA  (H.  Briscoe) 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

48  SPARKY  (T.  Aitken) 

41  PUPPET  BABY  (C.  Boswell) 

38  TOYLAND  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

Runnersup 

37  SNOWY  RIVER  (A.  &  D  Willott) 
33  CANARY  BABY 
(A,  &  D.  Willott) 

30  BUZZ  BEE  (L.  &  R.  Miller) 


SIBERIANS 

66  MABLE  CODAY  (C.  Helsley) 

59  JAMAICAN  VELVET 
(V.  McGarvey) 

55  WINDWOOD  SPRING 
(R.  Hollingworth) 

Runnersup 

35  BEDFORD  LASS  (K.  Waite) 

34  FORREST  McCORD 

(R.  Hollingworth) 

34  PINK  SPARKLE  (B.  Hager) 

LOUISIANA 

61  GULF  SHORES  (M.  Dunn) 

41  DELTA  DOVE  (M.  Dunn) 

38  SUNNY  EPISODE  (H.  Rowlan) 

Runnersup 

36  ELUSIVE  BUTTERFLY  (J.  Ghio) 
36  RUTH  SLOAN  (R.  Sloan) 

30  CRISP  LIME  (M.  Dunn) 
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ANNABELLE 

BABSON 
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DESIGNER  GOWN 


MALAGUENA 


SKATING  PARTY 


VISUAL  ARTS 
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EXTRAVAGANT 


NOVELLA 


PUPPET  BABY 


JEWEL  BABY 


DELTA  DOVE 


GULF  SHORES 


SUNNY  EPISODE 


MABEL  CODAY 


TOYLAND 


GREEN  EYED  SHEBA 
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HONEY  GLAZED 


LITTLE  PAUL 


CALIFORNIA  MYSTIQUE 


DESTINATION 


TARHEEL  ELF 
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ALPINE  LAKE 


WINDWOOD  SPRING 


SILVERADO 


PRO 

NEWS 
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WALTHER  CUP 

Most  HM  votes — All 
categories 

VOTES 

181  SILVERADO  (TB)  (Schreiners) 

Runnersup 

131  OKTOBERFEST  (TB) 

(W.  Maryott) 

110  ZINC  PINK  (BB) 

(A.  Ensminger) 


HONORABLE  MENTION 

VOTES 


TALL  BEARDED 

181  SILVERADO  (Schreiners) 

131  OKTOBERFEST  (W.  Maryott) 
98  MARRIAGE  VOWS  (J.  Ohio) 

98  PEACH  BISQUE  (W.  Maryott) 
93  ORANGE  SLICES 
(D.  Niswonger) 

92  SNOWBROOK  (J.  Keppel) 

77  ALTRUIST  (Schreiners) 

69  GRUZIN  (M.  Dunn) 

65  EVENING  GOWN  (J.  Ghio) 

63  CHAMPAGNE  ELEGANCE 
(D.  Niswonger) 

63  SKYBLAZE  (K.  Keppel) 

59  COUNTRY  BRIDE  (H.  Mohr) 
58  MONTEVIDEO  (J.  Ghio) 

52  SPICED  CUSTARD  (J.  Weiler) 
50  BOLD  GOLD  (J.  Gatty) 

48  BURGEMEISTER  (Schreiners) 
48  MAGIC  (B.  Hager) 

47  FORTUNATA  (J.  Ghio) 

47  MEMPHIS  BLUES  (Schreiners) 
47  PLAY  WITH  FIRE  (Schreiners) 
45  GOLD  COUNTRY  (J.  Ghio) 

44  TIME  PIECE  (E.  Roderick) 

43  BODACIOUS  (K.  Keppel) 

43  CHUCKLES  (J.  Ghio) 

43  GIFT  OF  DREAMS 
(M.  Hamblen) 

43  RARE  TREAT  (Schreiners) 

42  AFTERNOON  DELIGHT 
(R.  Ernst) 


42  SUNNY  AND  WARM  (J.  Gatty) 
39  BURGUNDY  BUBBLES 
(W.  Maryott) 

36  FOXY  LADY  (J.  Nelson) 

35  MY  VALENTINE  (B.  Hager) 

33  HOWDY  DO  (M.  Byers) 

33  MARIA  TORMENA 
(A.  Ensminger) 

32  CLASSIC  EDITION  (O.  Brown) 
31  FAME  (J.  Weiler) 

31  INDIAN  CERAMICS 
(D.  Niswonger) 

31  KEKIONGA  (L.  &  R.  Miller) 

31  PACIFIC  TIDE  (L.  Cowdery) 

31  PINK  FROTH  (K.  Keppel) 

31  VERISMO  (B.  Hager) 

31  WHOO’EE  (S.  Stevens) 

30  CALIPH  (J.  Ghio) 

30  FANCY  BRASS  (Schreiners) 

29  BUTTER  CRISP  (T.  Aitken) 

29  LULLABY  OF  SPRING 
(Schreiners) 

29  NEIL  DIAMOND  (R.  Nelson) 

29  SUCCESS  STORY  (J.  Ghio) 

29  TASSELLENA  (J.  Hummel) 

28  INCANTATION  (J.  Ghio) 

28  MOUNTAIN  VIOLET 
(B.  Hamner) 

27  CELESTIAL  STORM  (J.  Stadler) 
27  CYCLES  (J.  McWhirter) 

27  HEAVEN’S  SHORE 
(G.  Gaddie) 
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27  HERITAGE  LACE  (Schreiners) 
27  JOYOUS  MELODY  (J.  Gatty) 

27  PULSAR  (J.  Weiler) 

26  BLUES  ON  PARADE 

(J.  McWhirter) 

26  FRINGE  OF  GOLD 
(Schreiners) 

26  JENNIFER  REBECCA 
(K.  Zurbrigg) 

26  LITTLE  MUCH  (J.  Ghio) 

26  PRESENCE  (J.  Gatty) 

26  VISION  IN  PINK  (V.  Wood) 

25  ENCHANTING  (M.  Hamblen) 
25  JO  VALLERY  (M.  Hamblen) 

25  ROUND  TABLE  (J.  Ghio) 

25  SUPERMAN  (W.  Maryott) 

25  WINDWALKER  (C.  Tompkins) 

BORDER  BEARDED 

110  ZINC  PINK  (A.  Ensminger) 

66  BROWNBERRY 
(A.&D.  WILLOTT) 

60  AEGEAN  WALTZ  (H.  Nichols) 
42  PEACH  PETALS 
(D.  Niswonger) 

41  BERRY  RICH  (A.  Ensminger) 

35  BUTTER  AND  SPICE 
(D.  Shepard) 

30  ORCHID  TUTU  (C.  Boswell) 

28  COLOR  BRITE  (A.  Ensminger) 
25  PEPPER  PIKE  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
23  LITTLE  MISS  (A.  Ensminger) 

20  JESSICA  ROSE  (D.  Shepard) 
19  APACHE  SUNSET  (G.  Sutton) 
17  GOSSAMER  WINGS  (D.  Boen) 
15  STARLIGHTER  (H.  Nichols) 

INTERMEDIATE  BEARDED 

80  MAUI  MOONLIGHT  (T.  Aitken) 
65  BABY  BLUE  MARINE 
(D.  Denney) 

60  DOLL  (K.  Keppel) 

52  ASK  ALMA  (C.  Lankow) 

34  NORDIC  CRYSTAL 
(A.  &  D.  Willott) 

29  I  BLESS  (L.  Zurbrigg) 

28  CEDAR  POINT  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 


26  HERO  (L.  Miller) 

25  SNOWCONE  (T.  Aitken) 

24  CAROLINA  CHARMER 
(D.  Albers) 

23  AIN’T  SHE  SWEET 
(A.  Ensminger) 

23  APRICOT  SILK  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

22  BANDED  BUTTERFLY 
(C.  Boswell) 

18  DREAM  CHASER  (H.  Nichols) 
16  CHAMP  (C.  Palmer) 

16  LITTLE  TRUDY  (C.  Boswell) 

16  MAMA  HOOHOO 
(A.  Ensminger) 

15  SUNNY  FAVOR  (B.  Warburton) 

STANDARD  DWARF  BEARDED 

31  DARK  VADER  (L.  &  R.  Miller) 

31  SENOR  FROG  (T.  Aitken) 

23  ACE  OF  CLUBS  (B.  Hager) 

22  APRICOT  TART  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 
21  BLUE  LINE  (B.  Jones) 

21  RAINMAKER  (H.  Nichols) 

20  AQUA  STAR  (D.  Albers) 

20  LEPRECHAUN’S  DELIGHT 

(J.  Weiler) 

20  PALE  STAR  (B.  Jones) 

19  MARY’S  LAMB  (P  Black) 

18  LIVE  JAZZ  (C.  Lankow) 

17  HUDDLE  (S.  Innerst) 

17  SPLASH  OF  RED 

(D.  Niswonger) 

16  PAL  SAM  (J.  Gatty) 

16  STRAW  HAT  (C.  Lankow) 

16  SUNSTRIP  (J.  Weiler) 

15  WOODLING  (R.  Sobek) 

MINIATURE  DWARF  BEARDED 

29  MITTENS  (L.  Miller) 

25  ALMOND  JOY  (G.  Gaddie) 

23  DARING  EYES  (L.  Miller) 

22  PENNIES  (D.  Sindt) 

22  SNOW  CUB  (D.  Sindt) 

21  CROCUS  (D.  Sindt) 

20  BETWIXT  (A.  &  D.  Willott) 

20  LITTLE  PEARL  (C.  Boswell) 
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20  MIDAS  MITE  (A.  &  D.  Willett) 

18  SMIDGET  (L.  &  R.  Miller) 

17  SUN  TIGER  (D.  Sindt) 

16  GEM  (B.  Hager) 

16  PEEWEE  KING  (F.  Dyer) 

15  BASHFUL  BUNNY  (L  Bausch) 

MINIATURE  TALL  BEARDED 

52  LUCKY  CHARM  (K.  Fisher) 

45  DOTTED  DOLL  (J.  &  L.  Fry) 

40  INNER  FIRES  (J.  Witt) 

33  SNOW  GAMBIT  (D.  Guild) 

32  SPRING  HARMONY  (K.  Fisher) 
27  PIQUANT  LASS  (D.  Guild) 

23  LISETTE  (M.  L.  Dunderman) 

17  SI  SI  (H.  Rowlan) 

14  SUNSHINY  (J.  &  V.  Craig) 

11  DO  A  WARDANCE  (D,  Guild) 

ARILBRED  (1/4  to  1/2  Aril) 

96  JEWEL  OF  OMAR  (C.  Boswell) 
49  SHEBA’S  BEAUTY  (H.  Nichols) 

34  SOLOMON’S  GLORY 
(H.  Nichols) 

21  KUALA  LUMPUR  (W.  Moores) 
21  HOT  SPOT  (C.  Boswell) 

18  ALL  THE  WAY  (H.  Danielson) 

12  ANTHRACITE  (F.  Gadd) 

11  LYPHER  (F.  Gadd) 

11  WELCOME  SIGHT 
(L.  Petterson) 

ARIL  (1/2  or  more  Aril) 

31  SYRIAN  JEWEL  (H.  Shockey) 
20  ARIL  SKYLINE  (H.  Danielson) 
14  BABY  RED  MOHR  (C.  Boswell) 
14  BLUE  ARTS  (L.  Danielson) 

14  SHARINA  (H.  Shockey) 

11  PINK  BETTERMENT 

(L.  Peterson) 

10  BIONIC  COMET  (H.  Danielson) 
10  CIRCUS  PARADE 
(H.  Danielson) 

10  SAHRA  TASH  (H.  Shockey) 

CALIFORNICAE 

15  PEANUT  GALLERY  (J.  Ghio) 


SPURIA 

57  MISSOURI  BLUE 
(D.  Niswonger) 

45  COUNTESS  ZEPPLIN 
(B.  Hager) 

36  KITT  PEAK  (F.  Wickenkamp) 
32  PIECES  OF  EIGHT 
(E.  McCown) 

27  TERRA  NOVA  (Walker/Abrego) 
26  SMALL  PACKAGE  (B.  Hager) 
16  DIMINUENDO  (B,  Hager) 

15  CAPITAL  IDEA  (J,  Ghio) 

10  NORTHERN  MUSE 
(Waker/Abrego) 


SIBERIAN 

64  SILVER  ILLUSION  (D.  Johnson) 
59  JEWELLED  CROWN 
(R.  Hollingworth) 

28  BISHOP’S  PAWN  (D.  Johnson) 
26  SHIRLEY’S  CHOICE 
(C.  McEwen) 

22  ALICE  MAE  COX  (H.  Briscoe) 
20  HIGH  STANDARDS 
(R.  Hollingworth) 

18  REGENCY  BUCK  (C.  McEwen) 
18  SPIRIT  OF  YORK  (G.  Bush) 

17  BLUE  REVERIE  (C.  McEwen) 

16  DREAMING  ORANGE 
(C.  McEwen) 


LOUISIANA 

33  FRANK  CHOWNING 
(H.  Rowlan) 

27  TOMATO  BISQUE  (R.  Morgan) 
25  EXQUISITE  LADY  (A.  Owen) 
25  SATCHMO  (M.  Dunn) 

19  PROFESSOR  JIM 
(J.  Mertzweiller) 

17  BEAUREGARD  (M.  Dunn) 

16  PROFESSOR  ELLIS 
(J.  Mertzweiller) 

15  BLUEBONNET  SUE 
(V.  Chenoweth) 

15  OLD  SOUTH  (M.  Dunn) 
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The  Late  Show 

Keith  Keppel  (California) 


“Saving  the  best  for  last”  could  well  describe  this  spring’s  tall  bearded 
season.  Or  maybe  the  end  of  the  season,  without  so  many  varieties  to  view, 
simply  gives  time  to  contemplate  the  best  the  late  season  has  to  offer. 
Whatever  the  reason,  we  were  particularly  impressed  with  the  following  vari¬ 
eties.  .  .  . 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  entire  season  was  IMPRESSIONIST  (Ghio  ’88). 
Tall,  well-branched  stalks  carry  bloom  sockets  about  evenly  divided  between 
the  two-bud  and  three-bud  categories.  Amber  standards  are  heavily  flushed 
with  rose,  and  the  rose  wine  falls  carry  a  rosy  amber  irregular  edging  and 
prominent  center  stripe.  The  hotter  the  weather,  the  better  the  color  looked. 

Many  of  the  best  late  varieties  were  bicolors.  BURGEMEISTER  (Schreiner 
’87)  had  the  distinction  of  producing  the  last  stalks  left  in  bloom,  and  although 
the  stems  were  not  overly  tall,  they  were  very  well  branched  and  consistently 
double-budded.  Nicely  ruffled  flowers  have  warm  buff  standards  with  a  faint 
pinkish  orchid  flush.  Falls  are  rich  orchid,  with  brownish  rose  hafts  and  a  rosy 
buff  edge. 

MARY  D.  (Hamblen  ’88)  was  runner-up  for  the  last-good-clump-in-bloom 
distinction.  Average  height,  good  branching,  and  two  buds  in  nearly  every 
socket.  The  smoky  lavender  pink  standards  contrast  nicely  with  the  strongly 
flared  lavender  blue  falls.  Beards  are  lavender  blue  at  the  end,  changing 
toward  the  throat  to  cream,  with  hairs  tipped  orange  red. 

On  the  other  hand,  ENCHANTING  (Hamblen  ’87)  has  beards  of  brownish 
red,  strongly  colored  purple  at  the  outer  end.  Also  well  branched,  but  with 
single  and  double  sockets  giving  a  maximum  of  seven  buds  per  stem. 
Standards  are  beige  pink  to  buff  pink,  with  pinkish  lavender  cast.  The  horizon¬ 
tal  falls  are  a  rosy  lavender  to  orchid  hue,  with  rosier  hafts  and  edges. 

Imposing  stalks  of  above  average  height  and  branching,  plus  two  or  three 
buds  per  socket,  were  produced  by  SYNCOPATION  (Gatty  ’84).  Tan  yellow 
standards;  blended  red  violet  falls  with  brownish  haft  overlay  and  3/8"  tan 
border:  the  colors  seem  to  lighten  and  brighten  after  the  first  few  hours  the 
flowers  are  open.  This  has  been  a  totally  satisfactory  garden  subject  for  us, 
always  putting  on  a  good  show. 

EDITH  WOLFORD  (Hager  ’86),  like  the  last  variety,  is  registered  as  a 
midseason  variety.  Both  carry  so  many  buds  that  bloom  lasts  from  midseason 
well  into  the  late  season.  This  one  has  the  unique  color  combination  of 
medium  light  yellow  standards  and  lavender  blue  falls;  the  falls  carry  an 
inconspicuous  paler  grey  lavender  margin  and  yellow  haft  overlay.  The  very 
ruffled  flowers  are  carried  on  stems  slightly  under  average  height. 

Switching  from  bicolors  to  seifs,  KUNIKO  (Gatty  ’89)  is  a  good  place  to 
start.  Absolutely  pristine  white  blooms,  heavily  ruffled  and  heavily  laced,  with 
lemon  yellow  beards  that  are  white  at  the  end.  Good  branching  with  mostly 
double  buds,  some  of  the  terminals  were  triple  budded. 
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SATIN  SIREN  (Gatty  ’87)  is  also  very  heavily  ruffled,  but  only  lightly  laced. 
Pink  with  a  peach  cast,  there  is  a  slightly  paler  area  at  the  tip  of  the  coral 
peach  beards.  Good  stalks  with  mostly  double  buds. 

JOYOUS  MELODY  (Gatty  ’85)  produced  consistently  double-budded 
stalks,  the  buds  opening  into  well-formed  flowers  of  rich  buff  peach  with  coral 
tangerine  beards.  Ruffled  flowers  show  just  a  faint  trace  of  lace. 

It’s  all  right  to  mention  ESMERALDA  (Ghio  ’88)  now,  as  it  has  been  re¬ 
registered  as  a  tall  bearded.  The  heavily  ruffled,  rich  orange  flowers  carry  a 
hint  of  lace  and  bright  orange  red  beards.  Medium-large  flowers  in  keeping 
with  its  32"  height  here  .  .  .  definitely  out-of-class  as  a  border  bearded.  Two  to 
three  buds  per  socket. 

The  milky  light  blue  CHICO  MAID  (Luihn  ’85)  is  shaded  deeper  in  the  heart 
of  the  blossoms,  which  are  set  off  by  strong  blue  beards.  Strong  is  also  a 
fitting  adjective  to  use  for  the  tall,  well-branched  stalks  which  predominantly 
produce  three  buds  per  socket.  We  even  found  four  buds  in  some  of  the 
terminals! 

FRAGRANT  LILAC  (Hager  ’86)  sports  super  branching;  with  its  two  buds 
per  placement,  most  stems  carry  from  ten  to  thirteen  flowers,  flowers  which 
are  flared,  ruffled,  lightly  laced,  and — yes — fragrant.  The  color  is  a  clear 
orchid  lilac,  paling  slightly  around  the  lilac  white  beards  which  merge  to  pale 
yellow  in  the  throat. 

Shorter  of  height  and  shorter  of  buds  (about  half  single  sockets,  half 
double),  BLENDED  FRILLS  (0.  Brown  ’86)  was  chosen  for  its  gorgeous  color. 
The  nicely  ruffled  and  lightly  laced  blooms  are  a  smooth  orchid  pink  with 
darker  shadings,  then  paling  in  the  falls  near  the  beards,  and  with  just  a  touch 
of  tan  at  the  hafts.  Beards  are  creamy  white,  but  with  tangerine-tipped  hairs 
deep  in  the  flower’s  heart. 

I’d  like  to  mention  EVER  AFTER,  with  its  wine  orchid  to  orchid  rose  color  and 
stems  with  two  to  three  buds  per  socket,  but  I  shouldn’t  since  it’s  mine! 
Instead  I’ll  mention  two  very  pretty  flowers  with  much  in  common  with  each 
other,  including,  this  year  at  least,  only  one  bud  per  socket  except  for  an 
occasional  double  in  the  terminal.  Both  are  short  but  well  branched,  both  are 
nicely  ruffled,  and  both  are  in  the  light  yellow  tones.  SERENE  SCENE  (Powell 
’88)  is  ivory,  with  light  buff  yellow  hafts  and  3/8"  fall  band,  plus  matching 
cream  beards;  flaring  falls  show  a  bit  of  lace.  SUNKIST  FRILLS  (Palmer  ’87) 
has  medium  sunshine  yellow  standards,  infused  cream.  The  falls  are  cream, 
with  sunshine  yellow  hafts  and  1/2"  band,  plus  a  tiny  cream  edge  outside  the 
band.  Flowers  carry  yellow  beards  and  faintly  serrated  edges.  Only  the  low 
bud  count  kept  these  two  from  being  among  my  favorite  stars  in  the  late  show. 


BULLETIN  ERRATA 

The  pictures  on  p.  57  of  The  July,  1989,  Bulletin  have  reversed  cap¬ 
tions.  The  top  picture  is  I.  versicolor  rosea;  The  bottom  one  is  Asian 
Alliance. 


18 


Youth  Views 

Catherine  Long  Gates 


YOUTH  CONTEST  RULES 

If  you  know  an  AIS  youth  member  who  is  active  in  any  of  the  following  areas 
please  nominate  that  youth! 

He/She  grows  a  very  fine  garden  of  his/her  own. 

He/She  is  an  active  hybridizer. 

He/She  has  contributed  to  an  iris  publication. 

He/She  has  helped  an  iris  organization  through  a  committee  or  activity. 

He/She  visits  local  gardens. 

He/She  has  attended  regional/national  conventions. 

He/She  is  studying  to  become  or  is  already  an  AIS  judge. 

He/She  has  promoted  iris  and/or  AIS  to  others. 

He/She  has  found  new  AIS  members. 

He/She  competes  enthusiastically  in  shows. 

He/She  is  involved  in  scientific  experiments  wth  irises. 

He/She  is  interested  in  irises  other  than  TBs. 

He/She  shows  leadership. 

Rules  are  simple.  Any  AIS  member  may  nominate  any  AIS  youth  member. 
Entries  must  be  in  writing,  including  the  name  and  age  of  the  youth  member, 
and  mailed  to  Catherine  Gates  by  January  31 , 1990.  The  youth  committee  will 
code  the  entries  to  conceal  identities  and  send  them  to  a  carefully  selected 
panel  of  judges.  Awards  will  be  presented  at  the  National  Convention  in 
Omaha. 

Tips  to  Nominators:  Please  use  the  activity  list  above  as  an  outline  for  your 
nomination,  elaborating  on  each  area  that  applies  to  your  nominee.  Try  to  limit 
your  nomination  to  a  maximum  of  two  pages.  Feel  free  to  add  anything  not 
covered  in  the  list,  especially  those  qualities  that  make  your  nominee  special. 
Take  as  much  care  and  consideration  as  possible  in  preparing  your  nomina¬ 
tion.  How  well  you  present  your  nominee  to  the  judges  can  influence  the 
outcome. 

YOUTH  ESSAY  CONTEST 

The  American  Iris  Society  Foundation  has  developed  a  new  means  for  AIS 
youth  members  to  display  their  talents.  Youth  members  may  combine  their 
writing  skills  and  love  of  irises  to  enter  an  essay  contest.  This  program, 
established  as  a  memorial  to  Jay  and  Marian  Ackerman,  was  made  possible 
through  a  generous  donation  from  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Robert  Thrum  of 
Lansing,  Michigan.  With  the  money  given,  the  Foundation  has  established  a 
cash  award  of  $100  to  the  winner  of  the  essay  contest. 

The  topic  for  the  1989  contest  was  “What  I  Expect  to  See  in  Irises  of  the 
Future”.  Winner  of  the  contest  was  Sue  Copeland  of  Mattawan,  Michigan. 
Sue’s  winning  entry  follows. 

Stay  tuned  for  the  topic  and  details  of  the  1990  contest. 
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What  I  expect  to  see  in  Irises  of  the  Future  by  Sue  Copeland 

Hybridizers  have  made  many  improvements  in  irises  in  the  last  few  hundred 
years.  Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  form,  in  the  gene  pool  through 
hybrids,  and  in  color  Even  though  there  are  still  many  more  improvements  to 
be  made,  the  future  looks  very  promising. 

I  expect  to  see  in  the  near  future  more  improvements  in  color.  Eventually 
there  will  be  true  red  and  turquoise  blue  irises  of  all  types.  This  could  be 
achieved  two  different  ways,  by  nature  producing  the  new  colors  like  it  did 
with  pink  or  by  genetic  engineering.  Genetic  engineering  would  involve  either 
taking  a  gene  of  a  different  plant  that  is  the  right  color,  such  as  a  rose  for  red, 
and  putting  it  into  the  DNA  of  an  iris,  or  modifying  an  iris  enzyme  so  it  can 
produce  a  different  color.  As  long  as  genes  can  be  moved,  the  gene  for 
luciferin  from  fireflies  could  be  put  in  an  iris,  making  florescent  colors. 

I  also  expect  to  see  wide  species  crosses  that  will  improve  irises.  One 
improvement  will  be  in  the  hardiness  of  irises  so  they  will  be  able  to  grow  in  all 
climates.  Louisianas  will  become  hardier  from  being  crossed  with  Japanese 
irises,  and  Californicas  will  become  hardier  from  being  crossed  with  Siber¬ 
ians.  Japanese  irises  will  be  able  to  grow  in  calcium  and  will  get  yellow  color 
from  being  crossed  with  I.  pseudacorous  and  by  being  crossed  with  other 
species.  Japanese  irises  will  become  resistant  to  drought.  Also,  Arils  will  be 
able  to  flourish  in  wet  climates,  and  bearded  irises  will  be  able  to  thrive  in 
Florida.  In  addition,  some  irises  that  are  only  grown  as  potted  plants,  such  as 
I.  japonica,  I.  wattii,  I.  speculatrix,  I.  confusa,  and  I.  formosana,  will  be  hardy 
outdoors. 

Wide  species  crosses  may  be  achieved  several  ways.  It  may  be  done  by 
making  crosses  and  growing  the  seeds,  if  any  seeds  are  produced,  or  it  can 
be  done  by  improving  the  ability  to  make  the  crosses.  This  can  be  done  by 
improving  chances  of  pollen  growth  or  improving  conditions  in  the  stigmatic 
lip  to  make  it  more  receptive  to  pollen.  Wide  species  crosses  may  also  be 
achieved  by  protoplast  fusion  and  tissue  culture. 

I  also  think  that  the  iris  plant  itself  will  be  greatly  improved  in  the  near  future. 
Besides  irises  becoming  more  durable  and  being  able  to  survive  different 
climates,  they  will  have  longer  bloom  seasons  and  will  bloom  continuously. 
Irises  will  become  more  resistant  to  diseases  such  as  leafspot.  They  will  also 
become  more  resistant  to  rot.  Irises  will  be  more  resistant  to  insects  such  as 
thrips,  leafhoppers,  and  of  course,  the  iris  borer.  This  is  already  being  done 
through  genetic  engineering  in  other  plants,  so  it  can  be  done  with  irises. 

I  am  planning  a  career  in  plant  genetics  with  biochemistry  and  genetic 
engineering,  so  I  hope  to  make  some  of  these  iris  improvements  myself. 
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HARPER’S  GARDENS 

Jim  and  Allen  Harper 

Box  207  Moran,  KS  66755 

TB,  BB,  IB,  BB,  MTB,  SDB,  Species  and  Hemerocallis 

1989  Introductions 

DORIC  COLUMN— TB,  38",  M.  Sdlg.  H3-19:  (Cup  Race  X  Miss  Minnesota).  EC 
1985.  If  you’re  somewhat  surfeited  with  lace  and  frills,  this  gorgeous  white  is  for  you. 
Full  light  yellow  beards  offset  the  pristine  glory  of  the  erect  well  branched  blooms.  A 
good  stock  permits  a  modest  pricing  of  . $20.00 

ANTIQUE  SHOP— SDB,  11",  E.  Sdlg.  S  1-4.  Light  lavendar  (RHS  84B/C)  with  a  light 
red  violet  (70C)  zone  on  falls.  Good  increase . . . $12.50 

SOUL  FOOD — MDB,  6/2 ",  EM.  Light  yellow  (12B)  stds. ,  greyed  yellow  falls.  (Guinea 
Gold  X  It’s  Tops) . . . . . .  $10.00 

Catalog  $1.00,  refundable  with  order 


youf 

'own... 


IfflS^  L&tUile 
shirts 


An  I  nnovative  looffor 
s furls  by  R  emoving  the  applique 
you  ei ther Inure hange  colors  or 
keep  theS  housy,  three  dimensional 
bloom  from  uniting  in  the  wash! 

A  % ainSoui  Sefec  tion 


SWEATS  -  KNITS  $30 

54  Colors-Seifs  &  Plicatas 

Iris  detach  &  Interchange! 

Free  Brochure  &  Order  Form 

|  Great  Christmas  Gifts!  | 

Shirley  ‘Bums  Originals 
P.O.Box  156 
Maynard,  MN  56260 

(612)367-2333 


American  Iris  Society  Conventions 

1990 

Omaha,  NE 

May  20-24 

1991 

Washington  DC 

May  18-22 

1992 

Atlanta,  GA 

April  28-May  2 

1993 

Fort  Worth,  TX 

April  25-30 

1994 

Portland,  OR 

1995 

Hershey,  PA 
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"Schultz-Instant” 

UL  T  «  A  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALL  PURPOSE 

LIQUID  PLANT  FOOD 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

“7  drops  per  quart  water 
Every  time  you  water 
Every  thing  you  grow. 


/C"  ★  .  \ 

( •  Good  Houiototpimg  < 

Yk  M0KIS1S  '' 

XSf* 


-*/* 1  M  «IHJ«0  '*5. 


ULT  Pi  A  PURE  CONCENTRATED  ALLPURPOSE _ SOLUBLE 


EASY  DIRECTIONS 

ilA  teasp.  per  gaL  water 
Every  time  you  water. ; 
Every  thing  you  grow!' 


touMtetping  • 

►toMists  JO 
at  MIUIO 


Available  at  leading  Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments 
Garden  Clubs:  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER. 
Schultz  Co.  1 1  HO  Northline.  St  Louis.  MO  63043 


Exclusive  Id  Members 
of  the  American 


A  unique  15-day  Spring  Tour  of 
private  and  historical  gardens  in  Italy, 
the  French  Riviera  and  Switzerland. 

PLUS...  A  special  invitation  to  join 
members  of  the  Florence  Iris  Society 
for  the  stunning  Annual  International 
Iris  Festival  in  May,  1990. 

For  further  information  and  detailed  brochures,  please  write  to 

xo  Travel  Consultants  ltd. 

European  Horticultural  Tour  Specialists 
231  East  5th  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10003 


Telephone:  1-(212)  979-0177. 
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An  unrivaled  celebration  of 
the  beauty  of  the  iris... 


The  exquisite  beauty  of  the  many  species  of  iris  are  captured  here  in  73 
full-page  color  photographs.  Focusing  on  the  tall  bearded  varieties,  Josh 
Westrich’s  seductive  photos  take  you  into  a  “garden”  of  unsurpassed 
opulence  that  will  enchant  both  iris  lovers  and  the  uninitiated  alike. 

The  sumptuous  portraits  are  accompanied  by  detailed  descriptions  of 
each  iris  and  an  evocative  history  of  the  flower  by  Ben  R.  Hager,  the 
internationally  renowned  iris  breeder  and  expert  from  Melrose  Gardens 
in  California. 

With  146  illustrations,  73  in  color.  $40.00 

At  bookstores  or  call  800  233-4830 

THAMES  AND  HUDSON  INC. 

500  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  NY  10110 


THE  IRIS 

The  Rainbow  Flower 

Photographs  by  Josh  Westrich 
Texts  by  Ben  R.  Hager 
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CONVENTION  AWARDS 

President’s  Cup 

Any  iris  seen  growing  and  blooming  in  the  convention  gardens  which  has 
been  registered  and  introduced  by  a  hybridizer  who  resides  within  the  host 
region  is  eligible  for  this  award. 

COUNTRY  BRIDE  (Dr.  H.  C.  Mohr)  221  votes 
Runner-up:  Morgan  Raider  (George  Slade)  45  votes 
A  total  of  444  votes  were  cast  in  this  competition. 

Franklin  Cook  Cup 

Any  registered  and  introduced  iris  seen  growing  and  blooming  in  the 
convention  gardens,  except  those  from  hybridizers  within  the  host  region. 


PEACH  BISQUE  (Bill  Maryott)  23  votes 

Runnersup: 

Windsong  West  (Hooker  Nichols)  21  Double  Agent  (Bill  Maryott)  16 

Skyblaze  (Keith  Keppel)  20  Marriage  Vows  (Joe  Ghio)  14 

Indiscreet  (Joe  Ghio)  19  Fortunata  (Joe  Ghio)  13 

Orange  Slices  (Dave  Niswonger)  19  Rustler  (Keith  Keppel)  13 

Summer  Magic  (Jim  McWhirter)  19  Conjuration  (Monty  Byers)  12 
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Dr.  H.  C.  Mohr’s  COUNTRY  BRIDE  won  the  President’s  Cup 
at  the  Memphis  Convention. 


Favorite  Guest  Irises 

Jim  Browne 

Ballots  for  favorite  guest  irises  were  received  from  382  visitors  to  the 
convention  in  Memphis.  Any  iris  which  was  introduced  and  listed  as  official 
guest  at  the  convention  was  eligible  for  inclusion  on  this  list. 


Votes 

Variety 

Hybridizer 

Votes 

Variety 

Hybridizer 

127 

Peach  Bisque 

Maryott 

92 

Fanfaron 

Hager 

120 

Indiscreet 

Ghio 

90 

Rustler 

Keppel 

110 

Orange  Slices 

Niswonger 

78 

Oktoberfest 

Maryott 

107 

Country  Bride 

Mohr 

74 

Pagan  Pink 

Byers 

107 

Zinc  Pink 

Ensminger 

73 

Glitz  ’N  Glitter 

Black 

104 

Fortunata 

Ghio 

71 

Sweeter  Than  Wine 

Schreiner 

100 

Skyblaze 

Keppel 

71 

Windsong  West 

Nichols 

97 

Marriage  Vows 

Ghio 

Runnersup:  65  votes:  Gruzin  (M.  Dunn);  65:  Double  Agent  (Maryott);  61:  Altruist  (Schreiners);  60: 
Aerial  Ballet  (K.  Mohr) 


Bill  Maryott’s  PEACH  BISQUE  was  the  Favorite  Guest  Iris  and 
won  the  Cook  Cup  in  Memphis. 
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The  Miller  Garden 

Betty  Jamieson  (Arkansas) 

Where  do  you  start  to  write  about  a  house  on  a  city  street  with  a  yard  full  of 
irises?  Most  of  them  are  new  varieties,  most  of  them  are  in  full  bloom,  and  all  of 
them  are  well  tended,  well  grown,  and  weed  free,  and  in  beautiful  showy 
bright  colors.  When  I  went  out  Sunday  afternoon,  there  was  Lucille  Miller  in  the 
yard  with  two  groups  of  visitors  who  were  not  AIS  members.  They  were 
Memphians  who  had  come  by  to  see  the  lovely  irises  and  to  visit  with  the 
Millers,  too,  I’m  sure. 

I  started  to  make  lists  of  outstanding  varieties,  but  then  I  realized  I  wanted  to 
write  the  name  of  each  one  I  came  to.  There  was  a  pretty  pink  clump  of  VARGA 
GIRL.  ICE  SCULPTURE  had  huge  blooms.  DAZZLING  GOLD  stood  out 
brightly  across  the  others.  JOYCE  TERRY  had  finished  blooming.  There  was 
TENNESSEE  FROST,  a  pure  white,  introduced  in  1977,  the  year  of  the  last 
Memphis  Convention. 

Against  the  back  of  the  house  were  clumps  of  SCARLET  LADY,  PRO¬ 
FESSOR  IKE,  and  CUISINE,  all  Louisianas.  There  were  new  beds  of  Japanese 
and  Louisianas. 

When  our  bus  pulled  up  the  first  thing  Monday  morning,  there  they  all  were 
looking  as  good  as  the  day  before.  That  day,  we  found  Raymond  and  the 
purple  martins  to  greet  us,  too.  The  Millers  even  had  the  iris,  PURPLE  MAR¬ 
TIN. 

I’ve  left  until  last  a  raised  bed  out  by  the  board  fence  just  full  of  sunny  yellow 
pseudacorus— very  lovely. 

It  takes  more  than  a  couple  of  visits  to  begin  to  see  all  this  garden’s  bloom. 
And,  you  can  depend  on  a  warm  welcome  from  the  Millers. 


Raymond  and  Lucille  Miller 
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The  Sowell  Garden 

Mary  Duvall  (Minnesota) 


A  small  backyard  garden  which  contains  about  a  hundred  beautifully 
grown  mature  clumps  of  guest  irises  was  to  be  seen  at  the  Sowell  garden. 
Defined  on  three  sides  by  a  high  board  fence,  the  garden  proper  consists  of 
mixed  flower  borders  planted  against  the  fence.  Two  freeform  iris  beds, 
separated  from  the  back  borders  by  a  wide  grass  path,  were  prepared  for  the 
guest  irises.  Whites  and  light  yellows  had  been  planted  at  the  end  of  the  beds, 
moving  toward  the  deeper  colors  in  the  middle,  so  that  the  whole  was  very 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  All  the  borders  were  edged  in  brick. 

The  first  iris  catching  everyone’s  eye  was  Country  Bride,  Dr.  H.C.  Mohr  1987. 
A  stunning  clump,  it  had  seven  bloomstalks  showing  ten  open  blooms  of 
creamy  yellow;  very  ruffled,  with  a  showy  beard,  and  accented  by  a  narrow 
margin  of  yellow  gold. 

For  a  very  different  look  in  irises,  Howdy  Do  by  M.  Byers  1986,  has  pale  blue 
horns  on  a  white  blossom,  with  good  branching. 

Peach  Bisque,  Bill  Maryott  1987,  is  aptly  discriptive  of  the  flower.  The  peach 
coloring  in  the  standards  is  repeated  in  the  falls  edging,  with  a  deeper  color 
showing  in  the  heart  of  the  flower.  Opening  buds  show  a  burst  of  frills,  later 
developing  into  an  iris  that  has  very  ruffled  falls  and  frilly  standards. 

Another  large  clump  just  coming  into  bloom,  named  Morgan  Raider, 
George  Slade  1988,  is  a  large  ruffled  amoena  with  only  two  open  blooms 
which  were  very  fresh  looking  at  the  end  of  the  day.  The  clump  carries  seven 
bloomstalks  with  many  showy  lavender  buds. 

Ben  Hager’s  Fanfaron,  1988,  bright  gold  standards  against  lilting  orange- 
red  falls,  accented  by  the  brilliant  mustard  beard  and  gold  reverse,  seemed 
to  be  the  brightest  iris  in  the  garden,  in  my  view.  It  carries  two  to  three  open 
blooms  per  stalk. 

Pagan  Pink,  M.  Byers  1988,  well  represented  the  pastels  in  the  garden  with 
slightly  ruffled  smooth  clear  pink  blooms  and  a  wide,  bushy,  tangerine  beard. 
It  is  also  horned. 

Another  clump  that  was  just  opening,  Tinted  Crystal,  Hager  1988,  with  ice 
blue  buds  showed  promise  of  a  good  show  in  a  few  days.  The  blooms  are  a  full 
frilly  white  with  hint  of  iridescence  (blue?)  that  I  found  pleasing. 

Double  Agent,  another  Maryott  1988,  is  very  colorful  with  standards  of  deep 
rose  wine,  falls  velvety  wine  purple  with  lighter  edging.  It  has  great  garden 
power. 

Clarence  Mahan’s  Betty  Frances  1989,  was  also  blooming  heavily.  With 
tailored  blooms,  this  is  a  very  smoothly  colored  self  with  a  deeper  beard. 

I  have  described  only  a  very  few  of  the  many  well  grown  irises  to  be  seen  at 
the  Sowell  garden.  What  a  pleasure  to  see  irises  grown  superbly  in  large 
clumps  in  such  a  lovely  setting! 
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The  Koonce  Family 


Mickie  Sowell 


Bill  and  Letha  Cherry 
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The  Reinke  Garden 

Carol  L.  Morgan  (Michigan) 

The  Reinke  garden  is  a  visual  delight;  a  little  jewel  that  shines  out  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  house  is  a  newer,  two  story  colonial  brick  that  serves  as  an 
interesting  backdrop  for  the  delightfully  landscaped  gardens.  Pleasing 
curves  of  stones  are  the  edges  of  the  gardens  both  in  front  and  in  the  rear  of 
the  house. 

Our  bus  captain  said  that  only  non-Tennessee  folks  plant  flowers  in  front  of 
their  houses.  Either  the  Reinkes  are  not  from  Tennessee  or  they  are  attempting 
to  start  a  new  tradition  because  the  newest  varieties  of  irises  are  in  plain  view 
in  front  of  the  house.  Here  the  guest  irises,  VERACITY  (Hmmel  ’87),  FOR- 
TUNATA  (Ghio  ’88),  and  COUNTRY  BRIDE  (Mohr  ’87)  were  really  showing  off. 
Of  these  I  noted  that  VERACITY  has  ten  buds  on  each  bloom  stalk.  Comple¬ 
menting  the  irises  to  keep  color  in  the  beds  throughout  the  season  were 
perennials  like  phlox,  daylilies,  monkey  grass,  roses,  and  azaleas. 

In  the  back  yard  the  background  for  the  lovely  flowers  was  a  natural  wooden 
fence.  This  made  a  nice  neutral  color  to  enhance  the  colors  of  the  many  irises, 
and  later  it  would  be  ablaze  with  the  climbing  roses  growing  there. 

The  Reinke  yard  is  also  interesting  because  of  the  many  different  kinds  of 
trees  that  offer  shade  to  the  area.  I  noticed  the  Tulip  tree  was  blooming  while 
the  Magnolia  was  still  promising  beauty  with  its  many  buds.  The  Redbud  was 
finished  blooming,  but  its  new  leaves  were  pretty  little  hearts  of  delicate  color. 

It  would  have  been  very  pleasant  to  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  the 
arbor  swing  in  the  back  yard.  There  were  new  puppies  to  fondle,  many 
beautiful  irises  to  enjoy,  and  wonderful  snacks  to  stave  off  the  hunger  pangs. 

The  garden  was  very  well  cared  for,  showing  off  irises  that  were  disease 
free.  The  plants  were  vigorous  and  floriferous.  I  enjoyed  the  entire  yard 
because  it  contained  many  varieties  of  both  the  old  and  the  new. 

Cherry  Garden 

Bill  Maryott  (California) 

As  the  busses  pulled  up  to  the  Cherry  Garden,  we  saw  beautifully  terraced, 
three  tiered  rectangular  beds  on  one  side  of  an  expansive  lawn.  The  spacious 
beds  were  planted  with  the  newer  varieties  and  guests  toward  the  front  and 
many  old  favorites  toward  the  center  and  front.  The  placement  of  the  beds 
and  paths  made  it  very  easy  to  view  the  plants. 

Perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  plant  in  the  garden  was  Jessie’s  Song  with 
multiple  stalks  growing  on  a  strong,  healthy  clump.  Also  growing  in  the  garden 
in  nice  clumps  were  Orange  Empire,  Vanity,  Codicil,  Samurai  Warrior,  Temple 
Gold,  Armistice,  Spinning  Wheel,  Gay  Parasol,  Stage  Door,  Portrait  of  Larrie 
and  Muted  Melody.  Maria  Tormena  was  also  putting  on  a  lovely  display  on  a 
smaller  clump. 

Other  newer  iris  varieties  observed  were  Divine  Right  (Iris  Nelson  ’90)  a 
gold  and  burgundy  plicata;  Song  and  Dance  (Slade  ’88)  with  standards  of 
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pale  red-violet  and  falls  of  medium  red-violet  with  a  narrow  white  stripe  down 
the  middle  of  the  falls;  On  the  Road  (Stahly  ’87)  light  blue  standards,  falls  pale 
blue  with  darker  blue  spot  in  center;  Presence  (Gatty  ’87)  beautiful  salmon 
bearded  light  pink. 

We  couldn’t  help  but  notice  the  two  different  Clematis  growing  up  the  front 
porch  support  posts.  One  was  a  lovely  blue  and  the  other  one  was  white.  In 
the  back  yard,  suspended  high,  were  gourds  which  had  been  painted  white 
inside  and  out  to  accommodate  black  Martins  which  already  were  in  resi¬ 
dence. 

Another  highlight  at  the  Cherry  Garden,  causing  many  oohs  and  aahs,  was 
the  display  of  Mrs.  Cherry’s  award  winning  quilts.  An  appliqued  iris  quilt  was 
much  admired.  A  quilt  featuring  a  Sunbonnet  Sue  and  Sunbonnet  Sam  motif, 
beautifully  appliqued,  embroidered  and  quilted  adorned  the  wall.  Another 
quilt  done  in  squares  featuring  fans  was  done  in  solid  red  contrasted  with  red 
multicolored  prints.  It  was  evident  that  a  lot  of  love  went  into  each  and  every 
one  of  the  thousands  of  tiny  stitches. 

The  Koonce  Garden 

Betty  Burch  (Alabama) 

When  I  first  met  Beth  Koonce  while  waiting  in  line  for  food  on  Mud  Island  on 
Sunday  night,  she  was  looking  forward  to  the  tour  days  with  anxiety  and 
anticipation.  A  much  more  relaxed  Beth  was  waiting  for  us  on  Wednesday 
after  we  made  the  long  bus  ride  through  the  countryside  to  their  rural  home  in 
Somerville,  Tennessee.  We  visited  the  garden  on  the  last  tour  day  and  found  a 
well-kept  lovely  garden.  Even  though  the  sky  was  cloudy,  the  visit  to  the 
Koonce  garden  was  sunny  because  of  the  very  interesting  exhibition  of  irises 
and  compansion  plants  surrounded  by  ponds  on  either  side  of  the  yard.  An 
inviting  hammock  was  placed  in  the  midst  of  several  raised  beds.  While 
walking  near  the  house  to  view  a  small  pond  with  nearby  ferns,  azaleas,  and 
Dutch  irises,  one’s  attention  was  immediately  drawn  to  the  stained  glass 
windows,  dark  blue  irises,  evidence  of  Beth’s  creativity  in  one  of  her  hobbies. 

The  Koonces,  Beth,  Mike,  Nicholas,  and  Kimberly,  all  work  in  the  flowers,  as 
well  as  maintain  busy  lives  filled  with  many  activities.  Beth  has  lent  her 
expertise  to  the  convention  committee  as  well  as  doing  all  those  jobs  that  are 
expected  of  a  mother  of  two  young  children.  She  was  ably  assisted  in  the 
preparation  of  the  tour  garden  by  Mike,  who  is  employed  by  Federal  Express. 

Since  the  day  was  cloudy,  the  overcast  sky  caused  many  irises  with  darker, 
deeper  colors  to  resist  fading  and  those  reds,  browns,  violets  were  beautiful. 
In  fact,  Jimmy’s  SILVERY  DEW  appeared  to  be  dark  red  violet  rather  than  its 
natural  light  violet.  KELLY  CALLEN,  a  light  yellow  with  a  green  cast,  and 
ABOVE  BOARD,  pale  blue,  both  contenders  for  the  President’s  Cup,  indi¬ 
cated  that  they  liked  their  home  turf  by  appearing  quite  showy  in  large 
clumps.  George  Slade,  a  Region  7  hybridizer,  had  several  plicatas  on  display 
with  IT  being  especially  eye  catching.  YANKEE  MAID,  Gadd’s  older  violet 
flushed  red,  was  lovely  in  a  clump  with  many  stalks.  POINT  MADE,  Innerst  88, 
is  a  must  for  my  garden  with  its  bronzy  gold  standards  and  plicatalike  falls. 
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SPRING  FLING,  hybridized  by  Tennessee  native  Don  Denney,  was  very 
pretty. 

CEASAR,  CEASAR’S  BROTHER,  and  SHOW  DOWN  were  the  only  Siber¬ 
ians  in  bloom  even  though  large  clumps  would  bear  forth  many  blossoms 
soon. 

Among  the  irises  other  than  tall  bearded  that  were  appealing  were 
BRONZE  FALCON — AB,  L.  Danielson,  rust  splashed  purple,  blue  beard; 
BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE — MTB,  Norrick,  yellow  standards,  maroon  falls  83- 
T-6—  MTB,  Rowlan,  plicata,  lovely  in  a  clump;  ZINC  PINK— BB,  Ensminger, 
laced  and  ruffled  pink;  NORTH  COAST— BB,  Willott,  plicata  with  9  buds  on 
stalk;  D80-16A— BB,  Durrance,  clear  brownish  red  with  no  haft  markings. 

Early  bloom  had  caused  us  to  miss  many  beautiful  irises,  but  the  Koonces 
displayed  a  picture  album  of  shots  made  before  the  convention.  Hopefully, 
they  will  also  make  pictures  of  many  of  those  irises  still  in  bud  as  there  were 
many,  many  budded  stalks  several  days  from  opening.  One  can  only  imagine 
that  the  garden  so  lovingly  cared  for  by  this  young  family  will  be  attractive  for 
some  time  to  come. 


Church  Garden 

Joe  and  Martha  Christoper  (Tennessee) 

On  a  cool  sunny  day,  several  miles  out  of  Memphis  at  Rossville,  Tennessee, 
our  bus  rolled  to  a  stop  at  the  lovely  home  of  Gene  and  Cathy  Church.  We 
were  greeted  by  Mr.  Church  as  we  entered  the  gate  and  then  by  a  lovely 
young  lady  and  a  fine  looking  young  gentleman  dressed  in  Southern  ante¬ 
bellum  costumes. 

The  beautiful  restored  and  renovated  farm  house,  on  a  five  acre  lot,  was 
painted  white.  The  porch  across  the  front  and  down  one  side  invited  one  to 
lazily  swing  or  rock  away  one’s  tensions.  Lovely  white  and  coral  azaleas  were 
blooming  profusely  in  front  of  the  porch.  Under  tall  pecan  and  oak  trees  was  a 
bed  of  daisies,  irises,  and  pink  azaleas. 

Inside,  the  house  was  filled  with  exquisite  antiques  and  in  the  main  hall 
there  was  a  most  unique  stairway  which  went  up  the  side  then  across  the  wide 
hall.  We  could  say  that  Gene  and  Cathy  Church  have  accomplished  their  goal 
of  restoring  and  decorating  the  house,  making  a  lovely  home. 

As  one  entered  the  gate,  to  the  left  there  was  a  bed  of  Siberian  irises. 
CAESAR’S  BROTHER  was  very  pretty.  Steve  Varner’s  #4074,  a  pale  orchid, 
along  with  Joan  Cooper’s  LINDA  MARY,  a  rosy  blue,  caught  our  attention. 

Red  roses  were  on  a  fence  making  a  lovely  background.  The  garden  was 
bordered  by  a  bed  of  azaleas,  shrubs,  daisies,  with  irises  included. 

In  a  long  bed  down  the  yard,  their  own  irises  and  their  guest  irises  were 
planted.  Kegerise’s  IDOL’S  DREAM  made  a  pale  yellow  clump  and  there  was 
prolific  bloom  on  Slade's  KELAT  SKIES,  a  pale  blue.  SWEDISH  MODERN, 
pale  gold  standards  with  orchid  falls,  was  lovely.  ORANGE  EMPIRE  and 
VANITY  were  vying  for  attention.  Ghio’s  INCANTATION,  a  shaded  blue,  was 
pretty.  Also  H.  Rowlan’s  #83-T-2,  a  light  orchid  blue,  made  a  pretty  clump.  We 
liked  Boswell’s  arilbred,  JEWEL  OF  OMAR. 
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No  Louisianas  were  blooming,  but  there  were  several  good  looking  plants. 
A  big  white  cat  playing  near  them  drew  many  to  take  pictures — including  us. 

Gene  and  Cathy  honored  some  of  their  friends  by  naming  flower  beds  for 
them.  There  was  the  LOU-RAY  BED  (Lucille  and  Raymond  Miller.)  This  bed 
contained  many  irises  of  which  the  following  were  a  few:  VICTORIA  FALLS, 
LOVE  MAGIC  (McWhirter),  SHOUTIN’  BLUE  (Niswonger),  BLUE  BROOK 
(Mohr),  brilliant  gold  SAFFRON  FLAME  (Hamblen)  and  her  LOVE  SONNET. 

A  round  bed  was  called  the  CHERRY  PIE  BED  for  Letha  Cherry. 

The  EVELYN  STORY  BED  contained  STORMY  STALLION,  CARNIVAL 
TIME,  JOYCE  TERRY,  DOVER  BEACH,  LACY  SNOWFLAKE,  MORNING 
SHADOWS,  among  others 

There  was  also  a  BED  FOR  THE  BIRDS  with  a  big  double  bird  bath.  In  this 
bed  several  were  attention  getters,  such  as:  AMANDA  LOUISE,  GIN- 
GERBRERD  GIRL,  CHERIE  AMIE,  MYSTIQUE,  GOOD  EARTH,  BASHFUL 
BRIDE,  WHOOP-EM-UP,  LOVELY  KAY,  LILAC  SWAN,  LIGHT  BREEZE,  BLUE 
PLANET,  and  SILVER  PLUMES. 

At  the  rear  of  the  garden  there  was  a  bed  containing  many  irises,  Sweet 
Williams,  day  lilies,  azaleas,  etc.  with  a  sign  that  read  “NO  NAME,  NO  HOME, 
PUT  OUT  HERE  TO  ROAM”.  Great  idea! 

At  the  side  of  the  house  were  blooming  strawberry  plants,  standard  dwarf 
bearded  irises  (that  had  already  bloomed),  Sweet  Williams,  Dutch  irises, 
phlox,  and  other  pretty  plants. 

Trees,  fruit  trees,  grape  vines  and  various  plants  were  placed  over  the 
garden.  All  in  all,  this  was  a  lovely  home  resulting  from  hours  and  hours  of  hard 
work.  Thank  you,  Gene  and  Cathy. 


JOYCE  AND  BILL  REINKE 
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GENE  AND  CATHY  CHURCH 


Medians  at  Memphis 

Lucy  Fry  (Kansas) 

Everyone  knows  that  National  Conventions  are  scheduled  to  be  as  close  to 
the  peak  of  Tall  Bearded  bloom  as  possible.  The  word  was  out  that  Memphis 
was  just  past  peak.  That  should  mean  that  it  would  be  safe  to  agree  to  report 
on  the  few  borders  and  miniature  tails  still  in  bloom.  Don't  you  believe  it!  There 
were  very  few  gardens  that  did  not  have  several  medians  in  bloom.  Some  were 
not  in  the  official  guest  beds  but  were  favorites  of  the  owners,  those  that  had 
become  established  in  large  clumps  and  were  blooming  in  profusion. 

All  classes  of  medians  were  represented,  although  it  is  stretching  it  a  bit  to 
include  SDBs.  LITTLE  BLACKBELT  (Niswonger  ’80)  had  one  lone  blossom, 
the  last  in  a  nice-sized  clump.  It  does  prove  that  standard  dwarfs  have  a  very 
long  season  of  bloom. 

Intermediates  should  bloom  after  the  peak  for  SDBs  and  before  the  peak  of 
the  TB  season.  However,  there  are  always  some  that  defy  the  rule  and  bloom 
later.  Among  the  newer  varieties,  I  noticed  JUNE  ROSE  (Ramona  Blodgett 
’89)  in  the  Hudson  garden  and  again  in  the  Ketchum  Botanical  Garden.  This 
is  a  lovely,  ruffled  pink  with  deeper  rose  on  the  fall.  It  was  well  within  size  and 
proportion  and  displayed  a  very  perky  form. 

Three  yellow  intermediates  were  MAUI  MOONLIGHT  (Terry  Aitken  ’87),  a 
ruffled  light  yellow  self;  SUNSHINE  BOY  (Frank  Foster  ’86),  pale  yellow,  almost 
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white,  with  bright  yellow  hafts  sparked  by  an  orange  beard;  ALPINE  GOLD,  a 
golden  yellow  self  with  velvet  falls  introduced  by  Bob  Jeffries  in  1985. 

As  a  contrast  to  yellow,  NORDIC  CRYSTAL  (Tony  and  Dorothy  Willott  ’87)  is 
a  blue-white  with  a  distinct  blue  flush  at  the  base.  HERO  (Lynda  Miller  ’87)  is  a 
beautiful  deep  violet  self  with  slightly  lighter  beard.  This  was  very  popular  in 
our  garden  this  year  but  was  blooming  very  low  in  Memphis.  I  do  wish  it  had 
done  better  there. 

I  was  delighted  to  see  IOLANAI  (Ralph  Stuart  ’75)  displaying  ahead  of  its 
time  ruffled  form.  When  this  yellow  with  lighter  falls  rimmed  full  yellow  is  good, 
she  is  very  good.  Unfortunately,  she  is  not  at  all  reliable  in  the  bioom  depart¬ 
ment.  Sometimes  she  sulks  for  years  before  blooming  again. 

The  miniature  tails  were  the  most  numerous  and  generally  were  blooming 
with  adequate  branching  and  within  the  strict  requirements  of  the  class.  I 
noted  six  of  Ken  Fisher’s  introductions.  LIVELY  ROSE  ’86  is  floriferous  and  is 
the  orchid  rose  the  name  implies;  FROSTED  VELVET  ’89  is  exceptionally  well 
rounded  for  a  class  that  often  is  narrow  in  the  hafts.  The  white  standards  are  a 
wonderful  contrast  to  the  purple  velvet  falls,  edged  with  white;  LUCKY 
CHARM  of  1987  has  dainty  flowers  of  golden  brown  with  reddish  falls; 
STRIPED  PANTS,  introduced  in  '89,  is  yellow  with  brown  stripes;  CAROL  LEE 
’89  has  yellow  standards,  red-purple  falls  and  fine  yellow  rim;  SPRING  HAR¬ 
MONY  ’87  is  a  violet  bitone  with  very  nice  branching.  All  of  Ken’s  irises  seem 
to  be  most  prolific. 

Jack  Norrick’s  BUMBLEBEE  DEELITE  '86,  of  Oklahoma  fame,  was  very 
nice  but  not  nearly  as  spectacular  as  it  was  in  the  Oklahoma  gardens.  I  liked 
his  soft  lavender  LUCKY  MISTAKE  ’86,  a  very  clean  iris  in  a  class  that 
frequently  shows  haft  marks  that  are  distracting. 

Mary  Lou  Dunderman,  long  noted  as  a  hybridizer  of  quality  Miniature  Tails, 
was  represented  by  CRYSTAL  RUFFLES  ’86,  a  ruffled  white  touched  with 
orchid.  Her  older  varieties,  DOLL  RIBBONS  ’78,  a  white  with  dark  violet  plic 
and  CHICKEE,  a  ruffled  bright  yellow  introduced  in  ’80,  were  blooming  in 
lovely  clumps  in  the  Ketchum  Garden. 

Bee  Warburton  introduced  the  specie  ASTRACHANICA  KALMIKIJ  in  ’86. 
This  was  grown  from  seed  sent  by  Rodeninko,  a  noted  Russian  botanist.  It  is 
an  interesting  violet  bitone  with  white  on  the  hafts  accented  by  an  orange 
tipped  beard.  Her  other  ’86  introduction,  TYKE,  will  never  be  confused  for  any 
other.  The  white  standards  above  very  dark  purple  falls  has  white  haft  lines 
extending  nearly  halfway  down  the  falls. 

WELCH’S  REWARD,  a  miniature  tall  introduced  in  ’88  by  Earl  Hall  tor  Walter, 
is  bright  yellow  over  red-purple  falls  with  an  orange  beard.  Very  colorful! 

Dorothy  Guild  had  several  irises  in  the  Ketchum  Garden  as  well  as  in  the 
private  gardens.  PIQUANT  LASS  ’86  was  blooming  at  about  18"  with  dainty 
flowers  of  white  and  a  pale  yellow  beard.  SNOW  GAMBIT  '87  looks  a  great 
deal  like  PIQUANT  LASS  with  slightly  more  yellow  in  the  haft.  It  comes  from 
totally  different  breeding  but  is  not  as  pleasing.  CHASTE  DELIGHT  '76  was 
consistent  in  size  in  the  three  gardens  where  it  was  growing.  It’s  a  profusely 
blooming  reverse  amoena  with  light  yellow  standards  over  cream-white  falls. 
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Although  none  of  Frank  Williams’  MTBs  were  in  the  guest  plantings,  there 
were  a  number  doing  well  in  home  gardens.  JUBIE  '80  is  a  short  white  with 
flowers  in  proportion  to  the  stalks.  LITTLE  BAY  DENOC  79  is  a  very  clean 
blued-violet  with  good  branching  and  fine  garden  effect.  TABLE  QUEEN  77 
is  a  dark  red  with  white  on  the  hafts.  Frank’s  BEE’S  PRIDE  79  proves  that  the 
bee  can  be  smarter  than  we  are.  This  reddish  flower  with  brighter  raspberry 
flush  can  light  up  any  spot  it  is  growing  in. 

Henry  Rowlan  had  several  MTB  seedlings  in  the  guest  beds.  From  the 
numbering,  it  is  possible  that  they  are  sisters.  83-T-2,  a  violet  that  fades 
gradually  and  gracefully  to  near  white,  has  nice  branching  and  loads  of 
bloom,  83-T-6  was  blooming  in  two  gardens.  It’s  a  white  ground  plic  sanded 
brown  with  a  yellow-orange  beard. 

Before  I  go  to  the  Borders,  I  don’t  want  to  omit  mention  of  Allan  Ensminger’s 
IB,  AZ  AZ  ’80.  This  lovely  blue  that  took  the  fancy  of  all  who  saw  it  on  the  back 
cover  of  the  AIS  BULLETIN,  grows  with  every  stalk  the  same  height  as  every 
other  stalk  in  the  clump  and  in  every  garden. 

The  Borders  were  in  glorious  bloom  and  were  quite  varied  in  form  and  color. 
This  class  is  the  most  unpredictable  of  all  the  medians  and  the  most  apt  to 
exceed  the  stated  requirements  of  the  class. 

ORCHID  TUTU  (Boswell  ’87)  is  a  beautiful  rosy  orchid  with  tints  of  other 
pastel  colors  and  a  tangerine  beard.  This  lovely,  ruffled  flower  was  blooming 
at  the  upper  height  and  size.  Memphis  soil  and  climate  agreed  with  it. 

Ensminger’s  LITTLE  MISS  ’87  was  nicely  proportioned,  starchy  white  with 
just  a  few  splashes  of  violet  accented  by  a  yellow  beard  tipped  blue.  COLOR 
BRITE  of  ’87  is  a  lovely  shade  of  pink  with  reddish  violet  primarily  on  the  hafts. 
BATIK  ’86  is  white  with  random  streaks  of  dark  purple.  No  two  flowers  are 
marked  the  same.  ZINC  PINK  ’87  is  a  lovely  rose  pink  of  excellent  proportions. 
Add  ruffles  and  lace,  and  you  have  a  winner. 

The  Willott’s  BROWNBERRY  ’87  is  a  cream  ground  plicata  with  rich  red- 
brown  flush  to  the  standards  and  in  the  wide  border  of  the  falls.  NORTH 
COAST  ’89  and  PEPPER  PIKE  '87  are  sibs  to  BROWNBERRY.  Though  each  is 
lovely  in  a  more  subdued  coloring  of  butterscotch  and  antique  gold, 
BROWNBERRY  tends  to  overshadow  its  sibs  because  of  the  deeper  contrast 
in  coloring. 

Paul  Black’s  BORDER  BANDIT  ’89  was  within  height  limits  but  just  on  the 
margin  of  flower  size.  It  is  a  lovely  with  ruffled  golden  standards  and  vivid, 
almost  electric  blue  falls  edged  plum-brown. 

Joe  Ghio’s  ESMERALDA  ’89  was  a  beautiful  ruffled  peachy-orange  with 
tangerine  beard  but  well  above  border  size  of  flower  and  stalk.  (Editor’s  note: 
This  iris  is  being  reclassified  as  a  TB.) 

The  Ketchum  Garden  had  a  wide  variety  of  new  and  old  borders  in  a  bed 
devoted  exclusively  to  them.  Actually,  there  were  two  beds,  a  rectangular  one 
and  a  round  one.  PINK  BUBBLES  (Hager  ’80)  has  become  a  classic  for  form 
and  proportion.  I  love  the  dark  copper  red  of  CINDER  BRITCHES  (Meek  ’81) 
and  the  smooth  dark  red  of  his  HONKY  TONK  ’84.  These  are  great  garden 
irises  but  tend  to  be  more  tall  bearded  in  habit.  CASTLE  STRONGHOLD 
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(Nichols  ’88)  is  a  very  clean  white  and  dark  purple  plicata.  COPY  CAT  of  Ghio; 
BETHANY  of  Corlew;  Hager’s  SOMETHING  SPECIAL;  Keppel’s  appealing 
PREDICTION;  and  the  oldie  JUNGLE  SHADOWS  were  all  strutting  their  stuff. 
We’ve  come  a  long  way  in  medians  and  lots  of  possibilities  are  out  there. 

I’m  sure  that  you  noticed  medians  that  I  did  not  mention.  It  is  impossible  to 
describe  them  all  in  one  article,  and  my  goal  was  to  point  out  the  rich  variety 
that  were  blooming  in  Memphis  and  to  tempt  others  to  grow  a  few  in  their  own 
gardens.  They  do  extend  the  bloom  season  and  add  a  great  deal  of  beauty. 


A  Report  from  New  Jersey 

Ben  Watson  (New  Jersey) 

My  garden  is  across  the  Delaware  River  from  Philadelphia.  On  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  side,  the  soil  is  neutral  to  slightly  aklaline,  and  the  stone  often  contains 
dolomite  limestone.  On  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  river,  the  soil  is  the  result  of 
millions  of  years  of  deposits  of  erosion  of  the  Applachian  Mountains  which 
eons  ago  were  twice  as  high  as  the  western  mountains.  These  materials 
appear  to  have  been  lava  dust  and  iron  rock  sand  laid  down  over  the  continen¬ 
tal  shelf.  This  is  an  acid  light  soil  of  ph  5.5  and  is  different  from  the  acid  soils 
east  of  here  in  the  pine  barrens.  The  soil  has  no  natural  calcium  or  alkaline 
metallic  compounds. 

When  I  have  planted  untreated  iris  seeds  in  this  sandy  soil,  it  has  taken 
three  to  four  years  for  germination  to  take  place.  Years  ago,  Lloyd  Austin  sold 
a  white  powder  called  “seed  stimulant.  ”  Soaking  the  seeds  in  a  solution  of  this 
removed  the  hard  wax  of  the  seed  to  a  certain  extent,  and  germination  could 
take  place  in  a  couple  of  months.  Bernice  Miller  at  Killen,  Alabama,  wrote  that 
she  used  a  hot  solution  of  clorox  for  a  very  short  exposure.  I  tried  this  and  lost 
all  of  the  seeds  due  to  the  clorine  solution  being  too  strong.  In  1985, 1  soaked 
the  seeds  in  a  mild  solution  of  baking  soda  for  two  weeks.  This  allowed  the 
seed  to  germinate  in  two  years.  In  1986,  I  used  a  mixture  of  soda  with  25  per 
cent  peroxide  bleach  powder.  This  works  as  well  as  Austin’s  good  old  stuff; 
the  seeds  germinated  within  months.  My  1987  seeds,  thus  treated,  were 
planted  outdoors  on  September  15  against  the  south  foundation  of  my  build¬ 
ing.  In  March,  1988,  they  were  sprouting  like  grass,  and  in  October,  I  planted 
seedlings  nearly  a  foot  tall.  Since  I  am  increasing  my  hybridizng  efforts  by 
crossing  my  eastern  remontant  seedlings  with  the  great  West  Coast  modern 
tall  bearded  rebloomers  such  as  Schreiners’  Best  Bet  and  Breakers,  Hager's 
Many  Happy  Returns  and  Feedback,  and  others,  this  is  important. 

Over  the  35  years  we’ve  lived  here,  I’ve  learned  that  rhizomes  from  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Radford,  Virginia,  and  other  limestone  areas  require  three  to  four 
years  to  adapt  to  my  ph  5  sand.  However,  irises  from  central  and  northern 
California,  Oregon,  and  Washington  immediately  grow  and  bloom  well.  Oddly 
enough,  Tennessee  irises  do  very  well  here.  If  I  lived  in  limestone  country,  I 
would  do  better  with  Ohio  irises.  Texas  plants  do  little  or  nothing  here. 
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Our  climate  is  much  milder  in  winter  than  the  mid-continent  since  we  bathe 
in  the  Gulf  Stream,  being  near  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  If  we  did  not  get  a  couple  of 
wintry  blasts  from  the  Labrador  Current  during  winter,  we  might  have  palm 
trees. 

Tall  bearded  irises  love  my  soil  and  grow  larger  than  they  do  in  north  to 
central  Jersey.  I  do  very  poorly  with  SDBs  with  one  exception.  That  exception 
is  Karl  Jensen’s  Music  Lady  (77).  Music  Lady  has  better  substance  than  most 
little  ones  and  has  good  form  with  erect  light  blue  closed  standards  and  falls 
that  are  horizontal  and  olive  green-green  with  very  bushy  blue  beards. 

In  the  past  two  years,  I’ve  restructured  my  path  with  one  hundred  modern 
Tall  Bearded  irises  such  as  Titan’s  Glory,  Edith  Wolford,  Merry  Madigral  and 
many  blue  bearded  pale,  pale  blue  and  whites.  I’ve  also  added  many  bitone 
plies  such  as  Genesis,  Brocaded  Gown,  and  many  orange  bearded  things 
which  were  selected  for  the  breeding  goals  of  mine  so  a  longtime  RIS  guy  like 
me  does  not  have  to  be  content  with  low  grade  medians  for  rebloom. 

For  years  I’ve  tried  to  get  a  seedling  from  Cup  Race  so  that  I  can  dream  of 
introducing  something  more  modern  from  this  great  old  thing.  I  treated  Cup 
Race  with  colchicine,  and  the  new  stalk  that  came  up  had  much  greater 
substance,  the  faint  blue  wash  of  the  inner  edges  was  much  darker,  and  the 
stalk  was  much  stronger.  It  seemed  more  nearly  fertile. 

These  are  the  observations  of  a  New  Jersey  grower  who  experiments  with 
many  different  ways  of  improving  iris  performance  and  growth.  I  thought  it 
might  be  of  interest  to  others. 


Lou  Ann  Watson  receives  the  Youth  Achievement  Award 
from  President  Rasmussen. 
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Eleanor  McCown  receives  Hybridizer’s  Medal  and  Bill  Vines 
receives  the  Membership  Contest  Award 


Allan  Ensminger  (top)  and  Al  Roderick  receive  AMs 
for  Feathered  Friend  and  Music  Box  Dancer 
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Terry  Aitken  gets  an  AM 
for  Lemon  Rings 


Barry  Blyth  accepts  an  AM  for 
Tomorrow’s  Child. 


An  AM  to  Lynda  Miller 
for  Golden  Eyelet. 


Steve  Varner  took  an  AM 
for  King  of  Kings. 


Dave  Niswonger  (left)  and  Ken  Waite 
took  AMs  for  Everything  Plus  and  Lord  Jeff. 
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John  Weiler  with  AM 
for  Flaming  Victory 


Perry  Dyer  wins  Knowlton 
for  Soft  Spoken 


Wendy  Roller  (NY)  at  Registration  Desk 


Registrations  Chairman  Lucy  Carrington  Jones. 
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Dave  Schreiner  (left)  and  Ray  Schreiner  accept  AM 
awards  for  Pledge  Allegiance  and  Skier’s  Delight. 


Adolph  Vogt  studies  the  AIS  Display  Screen. 


ISMMN 
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Ketchum  Garden 

Bill  Rinehart  (California) 

Dorothy  dutifully  followed  a  yellow  brick  road  to  her  Fantasyland.  The  1989 
American  Iris  Society  conventioneers,  equally  mesmerized  were  lured  from 
their  mundane  motorcoaches  to  the  wonderland  of  the  Ketchum  Memorial  Iris 
Gardens  via  a  pathway  lined  with  floriferous  dumps  of  hybrid  tall-beardeds. 
Due  perhaps  to  the  virginal,  for  iris  at  least,  soil  conditions;  the  percentage  of 
fans  in  flower  along  this  reach  was  higher  than  that  to  be  observed  in  Ketchum 
proper.  Unwittigly,  we  hurried  along  intensely  searching  through  the  trees  for 
our  first  glimpses  of  “the  real  garden.” 

This  justly  celebrated  display  was  initiated  in  1953  when  the  creative  heirs 
of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  Ketchum  offered  approximately  2500  rhizomes  to  the 
City  of  Memphis  to  be  used  in  the  development  of  a  public  iris  planting. 

The  Memphis  Park  Commission  agreed  to  accept  the  cultivars,  provide  a 
suitable  plot  of  ground,  and  furnish  labor  for  planting  and  other  maintenance 
of  the  collection,  provided  that  a  local  chapter  of  the  AIS  would  accept 
responsibility  for  the  collection  and  its  continuous  upgrading. 

This  convenant  in  essence  established  both  the  six-acre  Ketchum  Memori¬ 
al  Iris  Garden  and  the  Memphis  Area  Iris  Society.  Each  has  beautifully 
matured  in  their  marriage.  The  iris  garden  has  evolved  into  one  of  the  city’s 
most  valued  assets,  the  three  hundred  sixty  acre  Memphis  Botanic  Garden 
and  Audubon  park,  and  the  “iris  society”  has  gracefully  hosted  a  record  four 
national  AIS  conventions. 

Ketchum  has  a  sense  of  separateness  as  well  as  integration.  The  sepa¬ 
rateness  comes  from  the  screening  effect  of  the  artfully  placed  live-  oaks  and 
magnolias  and  the  backdrop  and  side  curtains  created  by  the  use  of  abelia 
grandifolia,  several  hollies  and  cherry  laurels.  The  integration  is  realized  in  the 
knowledge  that  by  continuing  on  through  the  trees  one  can  also  experience 
enclaves  of  wildflowers,  hemerocallis,  daffodils,  azaleas,  dogwoods,  and 
camellias. 

The  garden  is  basically  rectangular  with  an  open  white-lattice  tunnel  as  a 
focal  point  for  possible  entry.  Sets  of  mirror-image  paths  emerge  from  the 
wooden  structure  and  formally  bisect  the  rectangle.  On  each  side  of  this 
“belted”  waist  smaller  free-form  beds  adorn  an  emerald  lawn  in  the  manner  of 
floating  lily-pads  on  a  pond  raked  into  a  pattern  by  a  breeze. 

These  31  beds  plus  three  unnumbered  beds  for  Japanese,  Louisianas,  and 
spurias  created  an  asymmetric  balance  throughout  the  garden  and  were  so 
well-placed  in  relation  to  one  another  that  they  easily  accommodated  the 
eagerness  of  multiple  busloads  of  garden  visitors. 

The  possibility  of  describing  even  the  most  select  of  the  garden’s  2600 
different  iris  cultivars,  including  915  guest  varieties,  was  frightening.  The 
reality,  the  one  time  during  a  national  convention  that  less  than  peak  bloom 
was  welcome,  was  manageable — just. 

CRANBERRY  CRUSH  (Aitken  86)  had  curb  appeal.  This  light  blue-violet, 
dusky  red-violet  bitone  of  deep  gloss  and  brilliance  demanded  that  irisarians 
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pay  their  respects.  Developed  in  Washington,  commanding  in  Oklahoma  City 
and  Memphis,  as  well  as  fetching  in  West  Hills,  California;  it  should  become  a 
favorite  everywhere. 

LARRY  GAULTER  (B.  Brown  88)  is  a  big,  heavily  ruffled  red-purple  beauty. 
This  cultivar  will  compete  vigorously  in  a  very  competitive  color  class. 

BLOWING  BUBBLES  (Byers  88)  a  big,  imposing  white  space  ager  re¬ 
blooms  in  the  milder  locales.  The  Memphis  edition  appeared  sans  the  subtle 
splashes  of  cream  which  can  appear  at  the  hafts,  but  the  yellow  beard, 
curved  horns,  and  bubble-ruffling  with  just  a  hint  of  lace,  provided  sufficient 
adornment  for  the  most  discriminating. 

CRUZIN  (M.  Dunn  87)  can  no  longer  be  resisted.  Broad,  ruffled,  vigorous 
deep  blue-violet  with  a  fancy  pattern  cleanly  applied  and  a  sharp  white  blaze 
beneath  the  white  beard,  its  substance  proved  superb  over  the  three  days  of 
the  convention. 

BLUE  DE  MER  (R.  Ernst  88)  is  a  big,  sea-blue  self  with  domed  stands  and 
ruffled  falls.  The  predominatly  white  beard  has  a  touch  of  yellow  partially 
concealed  in  the  throat. 

FRENCH  PASTRY  (Gatty  87)  is  a  no-no  for  the  diabetic.  Light  pink  icing 
glazes  standards,  hafts,  and  the  margins  of  sugary  falls. 

GOLD  COUNTRY  (Ghio  87)  appears  to  have  been  flocked  in  pure-gold 
plush.  Beautifully  formed  out  of  Speculator  genes,  it  also  grows  joyously. 

INDISCREET  (Ghio  88)  is  an  orange  ground  plicata  as  flamboyantly  con¬ 
spicuous  with  its  magenta  standards  and  fall  patterning  as  the  appropriate 
name  suggests. 

MARRIAGE  VOWS  (Ghio  87)  are  exchanged  under  clouds  of  ruffles  and 
lace  tinted  by  a  sunset  of  soft  pink  and  white. 

ROMANTIC  MOOD  (Ghio  88)  was  designed  and  decorated  by  a  sentimen¬ 
tal  perfectionist.  Bubble-ruffled  pink  standards  are  joined  to  flaring  falls  by  a 
precisely  applied  band  of  the  standard  color.  The  pink  seemed  more  peach 
shaded  in  Tennessee  than  in  California.  Choice  in  either  hue. 

GOOD  SHOW  (Hager  88)  displays  bright-orange  petals  infused  deep 
pink.  Tangerine  beards  provide  focal  point  of  lightly  ruffled,  beautifully  con¬ 
structed  flowers. 

MY  VALENTINE  (Hager  87)  is  an  ultra-frilly  doily  picoteed  and  fluted. 
Standards  are  ever  so  lightly  tinted  orchid  blue.  Falls  are  beautifully  rounded 
in  warm  white.  The  beards  tend  to  be  tangerine  tipped  white.  Should  be  more 
widely  grown! 

ARMADA  (Keppel  88)  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  of  the  recently  developed 
amoena/plicatas.  The  light  blue  of  the  standards  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
brilliant  violet  edge  on  the  white  fall  petals.  Keith  provides  the  ultimate  in 
broad,  heavily  ruffled  blooms  on  which  to  apply  the  colors. 

RUSTLER  (Keppel  88)  is  a  completely  unique  bicolor,  warm  and  captivat¬ 
ing,  no  pun  intended.  Appealing  ruffled  rose-amber  standards  sit  comforta¬ 
bly  on  flaring  henna  velvet  falls.  The  amber-gold  reverse  of  the  falls  wraps 
around  to  form  a  precise  contrasting  border  on  the  petals. 
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SKYBLAZE  (Keppel  87)  improves  dramatically  upon  Firewater  and  Vivien, 
both  of  which  appear  in  its  parentage.  A  broader  bluer  shirt  worn  with  a  wide 
burnt-orange  tie  in  the  latest  fashion. 

OKTOBERFEST  (Maryott  87)  glows  with  flickers  of  pink  and  red  on  basically 
orange  ground.  A  chameleon  flower  which  changes  with  its  environment  but 
is  beautiful  in  all  its  guises. 

RADIANT  ENERGY  (Maryott  86)  deserves  more  attention.  This  beautifully 
ruffled  deep  yellow  is  one  of  Bill’s  best. 

CYCLES  (McWhirter  ’86)  is  labeled  a  fancy  plicata — a  copout  in  the  face  of 
descriptive  difficulty.  The  white  ground  on  the  standards  is  gradually  enve¬ 
loped  by  shadowy  mid-blue  edges.  The  falls  appear  to  be  deep  mid-blue 
with  a  busy  white  haft  under  the  beard. 

TARGET  (McWhirter  89)  provides  a  riveting  blend  of  colors  for  the  iris 
gardens.  The  deep  violet  petals  are  greatly  enhanced  by  a  bluish  purple 
influence.  Bright,  bushy  tangerine  beards  increase  the  sensation  of  pure 
pleasure. 

AERIAL  BALLET  (K.  Mohr  88)  may  become  a  classic  mid-blue  if  it  develops 
a  taller  stalk.  First-year  stems  in  several  gardens  tended  to  be  short.  Other¬ 
wise,  the  blocky  form,  superlative  substance,  and  excellent  color  are  those  of 
a  superior  cultivar. 

COMEDIAN  (K.  Mohr  90)  does  not  always  produce  laughter.  With  full 
domed  rose-pink  stands  and  deep  mulberry  falls  edged  rose-pink,  this  clown 
will  more  likely  be  a  heartbreaker. 

IMPERIAL  THEME  (K.  Mohr  88)  was  open  but  not  fully  expanded  on  a 
second  visit  to  Ketchum.  Still,  its  potential  for  great  breadth  and  refreshing 
concord  grape  color  was  obvious. 

CLOUD  RIVAL  (Powell  88)  has  not  yet  been  recognized  on  the  West  Coast 
and  perhaps  in  other  of  our  AIS  regions.  It  is  a  simply  huge  ruffled  blue-  violet 
with  attractive  blue  beards.  Nice! 

ALICE  GOODMAN  (Roderick  88)  is  out  of  Beverly  Sills  and  Erleen 
Richeson  and  her  color  is  a  deep  pink  blending  of  the  coral  influence  of 
Beverly  and  the  peach  dominance  of  Erleen.  Darker  shadings  at  the  base  of 
the  stands  and  white  ground  on  the  interior  of  the  falls  lend  dramatic  high¬ 
lights. 

ALTRUIST  (Schreiners  87)  should  be  described  in  terms  of  its  multiple 
open  flowers.  Pale  azure  blue  overlays  edge  chalky  white  standards  and  fall 
centers  on  classic  Queen  of  Show  stalks. 

BREAKERS  (Schreiners  86)  should  wave  and  curl  and  gleam  bright  blue  in 
the  sunlight.  Here  it  is — with  abundant  increase  the  perfect  set,  and  it  repeats. 

MORGAN  RAIDER  (Slade  88)  once  again  captured  the  hearts  of  Memphis 
with  his  lusty  bravado.  This  virile  trouper  was  no  parade  ground  dandy  for  his 
blouse  was  bleached  near  white  from  many  campaigns  and  his  trousers  were 
pale  where  contact  with  the  saddle  was  most  frequent.  Only  the  faded  blue  in 
the  pant  legs  revealed  that  these  might  once  have  been  liberated  from  the 
Yankees. 
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While  seated  in  the  bus  once  more,  trying  to  make  more  permanent  record 
of  short-lived  sensations,  a  sobering  revelation  overrides  the  process.  For 
thirty-six  years,  volunteers  and  bureaucrats  have  cooperated  in  the  creation 
of  something  as  fragile  and  demanding  as  a  garden.  Now  that’s  the  miracle  of 
Memphis. 


Ketchum  Gardens 

Phil  Williams  (Tennessee) 

This  outstanding  display  garden  has  rarely  looked  better  during  recent 
years.  There  was  less  evidence  of  late  freeze  damage  than  in  most  other 
convention  gardens. 

Of  special  note  was  a  clump  of  AT  DAWN  (L.  Miller  ’88).  For  sheer  bright¬ 
ness  of  color  (garden  impact!)  its  creamy  lemon  yellow  flower  with  deeper 
(butter  to  amber)  hafts  earned  three  stars. 

CONFIGURATION  (Byers  ’89)  was  tall,  well  budded  (I  counted  eleven!)  and 
superbly  branched.  The  flowers  are  white,  the  fall  edges  are  stained  violet 
and  the  orange  beards  end  in  horns! 

Evelyn  Kegerise  seedling  83-462-3  was  an  incredibly  branched  and  well 
formed  pale  lemon  with  attractive  darker  yellow  fall  washes.  Typical  Kegerise 
flower  form  and  plant  vigor  as  well! 

The  most  floriferous  pink  of  the  entire  convention  was  LOVE  MOTIF  (Carr). 
Another  star  for  Franklin  was  his  GOLDEN  ICON  in  bright  chrome  yellow  with 
faint  rust  stains  on  the  hafts;  ruffled  too! 

POINT  MADE  (Innerst  ’88)  must  be  exceptional  everywhere — Phoenix, 
Memphis,  and  the  Northeast!  It  never  fails  to  show  itself  as  a  qualify,  depend¬ 
able  amoena  plicata!  The  standards  are  bronzy  gold  infused  lavender;  falls 
are  white  (no  fooling!)  with  plum -black  speckles  and  plicating.  Wide  form,  lots 
of  buds,  great  branching  and  the  plants  are  healthy  green  throughout  the 
entire  season. 

RAVEN  ROCK  (Carr  ’87)  is  reported  to  rebloom  in  mild  climates  and  such 
varieties  nearly  always  succumb  to  damaging  late  freezes.  Not  so!!!  Pretty 
deep  violet  flowers  on  beautiful  plants  that  seemed  totally  unaware  of  this 
difficult  spring  season. 

RUSTLER  (Keppel  ’88)  has  been  a  favorite  since  its  bloom  as  a  seedling  in 
the  Shumacher  garden  in  Phoenix — pretty  in  seldom-seen  brown  to  bronze 
bitone  color  pattern.  Healthy  plants.  SKYBLAZE  (Keppel  ’88)  is  without  com¬ 
parison  in  its  class!  Absolutely  the  finest,  largest,  widest,  best  branched  red 
bearded  blue  iris  ever.  Take  note  that  it  performs  away  from  its  California 
home.  It  was  nice  in  Phoenix  and  in  Memphis. 

ARMADA  (Keppel  ’88)  and  SEAPORT  (Keppel  ’89)  are  both  in  the  Charmed 
Circle  tradition.  I  prefer  the  coloration  of  the  former  for  clean  and  well-formed 
flowers  on  a  short  (cold  damaged)  stalk. 

One  final  mention:  The  sidewalk  from  Goldsmith  Center  to  the  iris  garden 
was  loaded  and  overflowing  with  gorgeous  iris  blossoms  en  masse.  Spec¬ 
tacular! 
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Ketchum  Gardens 

Dean  Brand  (Oklahoma) 


Ketchum  Memorial  Iris  Garden  is  a  part  of  the  expansive  Memphis  Botani¬ 
cal  Gardens  located  in  midtown  Memphis.  It  didn’t  take  long  to  spot  our  first 
iris.  Planted  in  raised  beds  in  the  parking  lot  were  several  nice  clumps  of 
mostly  older  Hamblen  and  Rudolph  introductions.  Looking  particularly  good 
were  Hamblen’s  Silent  Majesty  (77)  and  Sunfire  (77);  Rudolph’s  Carved  Cam¬ 
eo  (73),  Cream  Taffeta  (70),  and  a  beautiful  clump  of  Lemon  Brocade  (74). 

The  walk  from  the  main  gate  to  the  iris  garden  was  quite  a  long  one,  but  who 
could  complain?  Along  the  pathway  were  huge  clumps  of  recent  Honorable 
Mention  winners  and  practically  all  were  proving  their  merit  of  the  award.  Those 
which  should  have  really  improved  their  Award  of  Merit  hopes  included: 
GYPSY  WOMAN  (Schreiners  ’85)  Soft  yellow  standards  and  white  falls  edged 
rose  orchid,  displaying  five  show  stalks  with  three  open  blooms  on  each  stalk. 
DREAM  AFFAIR  (Gatty  ’78)  Though  a  little  on  the  short  side,  this  is  one  of  the 
better  pale  yellows  since  Lemon  Mist,  and  it  blooms  like  crazy. 

GALLANT  MOMENT  (Schreiners  ’80)  A  red  brown  with  imposing  stalks  and 
flowers. 

WAGONTRAIL  NIGHT  (Claussen  ’83)  A  large,  ruffled  near  black  that  has 
intrigued  me  since  I  first  saw  it  in  San  Jose,  and  it  was  really  putting  on  a  show 
for  the  Memphis  crowd. 

CLASSICO  (Gartman  ’84)  Not  a  real  startler  with  its  pale  creamy  colors  but 
flower  form  and  show  stalks  to  make  one  drool. 

SCHORTMAN’S  GARNET  RUFFLES  (Schortman  ’81)  I  first  saw  this  in  Seattle, 
grow  it  myself,  and  have  seen  it  in  many  gardens;  but  never  like  here;  a  huge 
clump  with  stalks  nearly  three  feet  tall  and  a  multitude  of  those  fabulous 
ruffled  red  blossoms. 

CODICIL  (Innerst  ’85)  Shocking  light  blue  with  near  black  beards.  First  time  I 
had  seen  it  on  good  stalks;  and  what  stalks  they  were.  If  it  would  only  grow  like 
this  everywhere,  it  would  certainly  be  a  winner. 

After  I  reached  the  main  iris  garden  and  the  guest  irises,  the  first  thing  to 
catch  my  eye  was  the  Schreiner  bed  which  was  near  peak  bloom.  Showing  off 
here  were: 

HONKY  TONK  BLUES  (’88)  a  blending  of  blue  shades  from  near  white  to 
medium  dark  blue;  large  ruffled  well  formed  blooms  on  tall  stalks. 

LULLABY  OF  SPRING  (’87)  much  prettier  than  its  catalog  picture  with  pale 
yellow  standards  over  light  violet  falls. 

FIRESIDE  GLOW  (’88)  more  like  a  blazing  fire  with  its  brilliant  orange  color; 
flower  form  is  not  that  great,  but  it’s  a  real  color  stand-out. 

SWEETER  THAN  WINE  (’88)  huge,  flaring  flowers  with  near  white  standards 
and  dark  reddish  purple  falls  edged  standard  color. 

Once  I  finally  dragged  myself  away  from  the  Schreiner  bed,  I  discovered 
these  picks:  JUNGLE  PRINCESS  (Aitken  ’89)  tan  brown  standards  over  wine 
red  falls  with  extremely  smooth  hafts  and  gold  beard. 


48 


WALKING  TALL  (Aitken  ’87)  Caramel  tan  standards  and  violet  falls  with  large 
flowers  on  tall  stalks. 

POLITE  SOCIETY  (Hager  ’89)  is  a  bitone  yellow  with  yellow  beards. 

FRINGE  BENEFITS  (Hager  ’88)  very  lacy  orange  self  with  orange  beards; 
standards  open  but  well  held. 

FANFARON  (Hager  ’88)  yellow  with  falls  heavily  washed  red. 

GRUZIN  (M.  Dunn  ’87)  is  probably  the  best  of  several  purples  with  white  fall 
ray  from  this  great  hybridizer. 

TIDE  MARK  (Hummel  ’87)  a  blue  on  white  plicata  with  blue  center  stripe  and 
tangerine  beards.  Nice. 

PEACH  BISQUE  (Maryott  ’87)  the  eventual  Cook  Cup  winner  in  peach  with 
white  fall  blaze;  darker  beards;  ruffled  and  laced. 

OKTOBERFEST  (Maryott  ’87)  In  my  opinion,  the  prettiest  orange  around  but  it 
is  top  branched  and  has  weak  stalks. 

LARRY  GAULTER  (B.  Brown  ’88)  blooming  on  a  short  stalk  so  flowers  were 
bunched,  but  a  gorgeous  bubble-ruffled  flower  of  deep  red  purple  with  blue 
beards  dusted  lighter.  I  want  to  see  this  one  again. 

SUNBRIDGE  (Ev.  Kegerise  ’87)  very  lacy  light  yellow  with  bright  yellow 
beards. 

SALMON  BAND  (Rudolph  ’86)  salmon  standards  and  white  falls  bordered 

salmon. 

TENNISON  RIDGE  (Begley  ’89)  nice  dark  plum  burgundy  plicata  with  bronze 
to  burgundy  beards;  poor  branching  here. 

COUNTRY  BRIDE  (H.  Mohr  ’87)  no  surprise  that  this  won  the  President’s  Cup, 
it  looked  nice  in  several  gardens.  It  has  cream  standards,  white  falls  edged 
cream,  and  a  gold  beard. 

PURGATORY  (Moores  ’87)  orange  standards  and  brown  falls;  different  and 
very  nice.  Only  one  bloom  open  but  just  as  pretty  as  I  remembered  it  from 
Oklahoma  City;  a  must  have  for  me. 

FORTUNATA  (Ghio  ’86)  luscious  is  the  only  way  to  describe  this  one;  melon 
pink  standards  and  blue  white  falls  edged  melon;  lots  of  ruffles,  of  course. 
INDISCREET  (Ghio  ’88)  my  favorite  flower  seen  at  the  convention,  though  it 
wasn’t  at  its  best  in  Ketchum,  a  stalk  seen  later  at  the  Pierce  Garden  abso¬ 
lutely  stopped  me  in  my  tracks;  three  open  blooms  on  a  towering  stalk,  a  bit 
top  branched  but  the  individual  blooms  are  magnificent;  near  solid  dark 
magenta  standards  and  heavy  magenta  stitching  on  salmon  ground  falls. 
EVENING  GOWN  (Ghio  ’87)  not  since  Yvonne  Burke  have  I  seen  a  dark  purple 
shine  like  this  one  does.  This  also  won  Queen  of  Show  at  the  West  Tennessee 
Iris  Society  show  on  Saturday  before  the  convention. 

RUSTLER  (Keppel  ’88)  big  and  flashy.  You  won’t  pass  this  one  by.  Although 
the  description  doesn’t  sound  too  exciting,  believe  me,  it  is.  Rose  brown 
standards  sit  atop  henna  brown  falls  with  yellow  orange  beards. 

BLOWING  BUBBLES  (Byers  ’88)  I  usually  don’t  care  for  the  Space  Age  too 
much  but  this  one  is  really  nice;  well  formed  ruffled  flowers  of  pure  white  with 
white  horns  that  really  look  like  horns. 

FIRST  DAWN  (Madsen  ’87)  pale  yellow  standards  with  wire  edge  of  blue 
white;  blue  white  falls  edged  yellow.  Beards  are  yellow  in  throat  tipped  blue  at 
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ends.  I  thought  surely  this  one  would  win  the  Cook  Cup  as  it  looked  great 
everywhere  it  was  growing.  No  faults  that  I  could  determine.  Guess  these  pale 
ones  just  don’t  stand  a  chance  out  in  the  garden  with  all  the  flashy  ones.  Get  it 
on  the  show  bench  and  I’ll  bet  it  will  be  noticed. 

Seedlings  at  Ketchum  that  impressed  were: 

Crl-E-35B  (G.  Sides)  Cream  standards  and  old  gold  falls  with  attractive  white 
haft  markings. 

B38-D8  (G.  Sides)  a  different  blue  on  white  plicata  with  blue  beards,  orange 
deep  in  throat. 

83- 69B  (Ghio)  pure  white  standards  over  subdued  yellow  falls.  Yellow  beards. 

84- 8-7  (Stevens)  very  odd  with  purple  gray  standards  and  yellow  falls  with 
blue  stripe  from  the  beard. 

Moonlight  Melody  (Stevens)  I  assume  this  is  a  seedling  as  the  marker  had  no 
year.  Anyway,  it’s  a  very  pretty  lavender  rose  with  a  gold  halo  on  all  the  petals. 

For  those  interested  in  other  than  tall  bearded,  the  median  planting  offered 
these  stars: 

LIVELY  ROSE  (Fisher  ’86)  MTB  of  lavender  rose  with  cream  beards. 
FROSTED  VELVET  (Fisher  ’89)  MTB  with  near  white  standards  and  deep 
purple  falls.  Yellow  beards. 

STRIPED  PANTS  (Fisher  ’88)  a  wild  little  MTB  with  yellow  standards  and  red 
brown  falls  striped  white  and  edged  yellow. 

WELCH’S  REWARD  (Hall  ’85)  MTB  with  yellow  standards  and  purple  falls  with 
white  haft  marks. 

NORTH  COAST  (Willott)  BB  with  butterscotch  standards  and  white  falls 
edged  butterscotch;  darker  hafts  and  deep  butterscotch  beards. 
BROWNBERRY  (Willott  ’87)  BB  brownish  violet  on  cream  plicata  with  match¬ 
ing  brownish  violet  beards. 

HONKY  TONK  (Meek  ’84)  a  nice  shiny  red  BB. 

This  was  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  convention  gardens  I’ve  seen,  and 
those  varieties  mentioned  barely  scratch  the  surface  of  the  fine  irises  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  plantings  here.  Hats  off  to  all  those  dedicated  Memphis 
irisarians  who  helped  create  this  paradise  for  us  to  visit  all  too  briefly. 


Bill  Maryott  and 
Peach  Bisque 
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Browne  Garden 

Romona  Howard  (Texas) 


The  second  garden  toured  by  irisarians  on  the  yellow  buses  on  Monday  of 
the  convention  was  the  lovely,  well  manicured  garden  of  Ted  and  Bess  Browne 
in  Memphis.  They  have  lived  at  this  location  for  the  past  22  years  and  grow  900 
irises,  250  daylilies,  100  true  lilies,  and  50  daffodil  varieties  among  numerous 
other  plants,  trees,  and  shrubs.  As  we  filed  off  the  buses,  we  were  greeted  by 
large  groups  of  pink,  white,  and  salmon  azaleas  in  full  bloom  planted  at  the 
bases  of  several  large  trees  in  front  of  their  home.  This  was  just  the  beginning 
of  treats  in  store  for  us  in  this  garden. 

New  irises  I  especially  noticed  in  the  front  garden  were  SWEETER  THAN 
WINE  (Schreiners  ’88)  with  buff  pink  standards  and  reddish  wine  fails  bor¬ 
dered  pink;  CHRISTINE  BRETT  (Carr  ’88)  a  pretty  pink  with  pinkish-red 
beard;  NAVAJO  AUTUMN  (Peterson  ’86)  a  blend  of  yellow,  gold,  and  tan  with 
red  falls  bordered  yellow;  FROSTED  SAPPHIRE  (Niswonger  ’88)  a  ruffled 
lavender-white  with  lavender  beard;  a  beautiful  dark  purple  called  NOBLE 
HOUSE  by  McWhirter  in  1988;  TIME  PIECE  (Roderick  ’87)  a  bright  yellow;  a 
rich  salmon  by  Ghio  (’88)  called  MEMOIRS;  and  a  lovely  lemon  yellow  with 
deeper  falls  bordered  lemon  named  POLITE  SOCIETY  (Hager  ’88).  Other 
flowers  growing  in  the  front  garden  were  many  dianthus  and  native  phlox.  It 
was  quite  a  surprise  to  see  several  Siberian  irises  in  bloom,  namely, 
ROANOKE’S  CHOICE  (McGarvey  ’76),  DANCE  BALLERINA  DANCE  (Varner 
’83),  ROYAL  ENSIGN,  JARETTA,  and  a  nice  Varner  seedling,  number  5055. 
Both  white  and  lavender  blue  varieties  of  I.  tectorum  were  blooming  side  by 
side. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  home  was  an  enormous  rich  pink  azalea,  colored 
hot  pink  in  the  center  of  each  flower,  growing  to  the  eaves  of  the  roof.  It  made  a 
bright,  eye-catching  display.  Also  in  that  same  area  was  a  seronathus  vir- 
ginicus  fringe  tree  that  had  white  fringy-looking  blooms  and  an  unusual  shrub 
called  amsonia  tabernae  Montana  with  small,  lacy  blue  flowers.  Growing  near 
the  back  wall  of  the  home  was  a  tall  clematis  vine  with  large,  single  white 
blossoms. 

As  we  toured  the  garden  behind  the  home  on  this  still,  beautiful  morning, 
the  birds  were  singing  while  we  were  being  served  champagne  punch  and 
lots  of  other  goodies  at  the  refreshment  table.  The  specie,  I.  fulva,  was  in 
bloom;  pink  petunias,  and  red  blooming  honeysuckle  were  putting  on  a  show. 
Other  interesting  plants  included  hostas,  a  big-leafed  magnolia,  shrimp 
plants,  crepe  myrtles,  a  white  weigela  (Florida  alba),  cornflowers  on  either 
side  of  the  back  garden  and  a  shrub  called  illicom  florida  anise.  Many  older 
iris  varieties  blooming  very  well  were:  LEMON  MIST,  GOING  MY  WAY,  SPIRIT 
OF  MEMPHIS,  FEMININE  CHARM,  SUN  WORSHIPPER,  IN  TEMPO,  and 
APRICOT  FANTASY.  This  bed  was  bordered  by  liriope. 

Several  new  varieties  of  Keppel’s  looked  great — RUSTLER  (’88)  an  antique 
gold  flushed  rose  over  henna  with  antique  gold  at  margins;  FARAWAY 
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PLACES  (’88)  corinth  purple  washed  cinnamon  on  the  hafts  and  a  terra  cotta 
beard;  SKYBLAZE  (’87)  a  light  blue  over  a  little  deeper  blue  falls  sporting  a 
tomato-red  beard;  and  SNOWBOOK  (’86)  which  was  a  little  short  but  still 
looked  so  precise.  HOWDY  DO  (Byers  ’86)  had  pretty  silver-white  flowers  with 
yellow  at  the  hafts  and  a  blue  white  beard  tipped  orange  and  a  one  inch  blue 
horn.  Byers’  LURID  (’87)  is  a  ruffled  white  with  red  beard  and  long  horns.  It  is 
quite  nice.  Other  varieties  that  were  showing  off  included  Gatty’s  PRESENCE 
(’87),  a  mauved-toned  pink  having  a  salmon  to  lilac  beard;  BLUSHING  LADY 
(Lyons  ’88),  a  lightly  laced  buff  pink;  LADY  BE  GOOD  (Robinson  ’88)  a  ruffled, 
laced  coral  pink  with  shrimp  colored  beard;  and  Ghio’s  ’85  introduction 
DESIGNER  GOWN,  a  pink  orchid,  lighter  falls,  deeper  at  hafts  and  with  a 
tangerine  beard. 

Although  the  Brownes  were  growing  many  varieties  of  Japanese  and  Louis¬ 
iana  irises,  I  saw  only  one  Louisiana  in  bloom,  which  was  CLARA  GOULA,  an 
Amy  ’78  introduction  of  impressive  creamy  white. 

The  Browne  garden  was  a  delight  to  visit  with  its  diversity  of  plants,  the  well- 
known  with  the  rare  and  unusual.  As  is  always  the  case  at  conventions,  we 
didn’t  have  nearly  enough  time  to  see  everything  in  this  interesting  and 
educational  garden,  but  it  was  certainly  our  pleasure  to  try.  Thanks  so  much 
for  allowing  us  to  visit  your  exceptional  garden,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne. 


The  Brownes:  Bess,  Ted,  &  Jim. 
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The  Pierce  Garden 

Dennis  &  Catherine  Gates  (Colorado) 

Color,  pattern,  texture!  This  garden  was  as  charming  as  its  hosts,  John  and 
Gladys  Pierce.  John  Pierce  mentioned  that  he  had  been  growing  plants  for  50 
years.  His  experience  is  obvious,  not  only  in  the  culture  of  the  plants  them¬ 
selves,  but  in  the  artful  layout  of  the  entire  garden.  Although  the  irises  were 
very  well  grown  and  equally  well  displayed,  it  was  hard  to  concentrate  on 
them  when  so  many  other  plants  tempted  the  eye  to  wander.  The  irises  in  the 
upper  bed  of  this  sloping  garden  were  set  off  and  easily  viewed  from  curving 
brick  pathways.  Reading  the  convention  booklet,  we  found  that  many  of  these 
were  handmade  bricks  from  a  deserted  pre-Civil  War  house.  The  driveway 
and  some  of  the  beds  were  edged  with  rows  of  I.  tectorum  providing  a 
graceful  transition  to  the  myriad  of  other  flowering  plants  This  garden  sup¬ 
posedly  started  with  very  poor  soil,  but  one  would  never  guess  it  with  all  the 
lush  growth  and  abudant  blossoms.  Some  of  the  colorful  distractions  from  the 
irises  included  species  gladioli,  columbines,  azaleas,  dianthus,  peonies, 
roses,  carnations,  foxgloves,  portulaca,  amaryllis,  lilies,  phlox,  painted 
daisies,  and  coreopsis.  Even  the  mailbox  post  was  festooned  with  a  striking 
white  clematis. 

We  did  manage  to  spend  part  of  our  all  too  short  time  in  this  garden  viewing 
the  irises.  Although  2,000  miles  from  home,  Joe  Ghio’s  varieties  seemed  to  be 
enjoying  life  in  Tennessee.  FORTUNATA  (Ghio  1986)  had  its  melon  and  white 
blossoms  almost  at  eye  level  just  as  they  are  in  Santa  Cruz.  Other  Ghio 
standouts  were  ROMANTIC  MOOD  (1988)  a  ruffled  pink  with  white  wash  on 
the  falls,  INDISCREET  (1988)  a  tall  grape  fancy  plicata  on  salmon  ground  with 
tangerine  beards,  HOT  STREAK  (1988)  gold  standards  and  white  falls  with 
red  stitching,  OCEAN  PACIFIC  (1988)  medium  blue  with  blue  beards,  and 
ROUND  TABLE  (1987)  a  light  chocolate  brown  with  bright  yellow  ground. 
GLITZ  ’N'  GLITTER  (Paul  Black  1988)  was  even  glitzier  than  it  had  been  the 
year  before  in  Oklahoma.  This  medium  yellow  with  purple  bordered  falls  was 
nicely  displayed  on  well  branched  stalks. 

Other  guests  from  the  West  that  seemed  to  be  adapting  to  the  surround¬ 
ings  were  BLUES  ON  PARADE  (McWhirter  1987)  a  very  pleasing  blue  bitone 
with  good  form,  AFICIONADO  (Bryce  Williamson  1988)  greenish  yellow  with 
very  faint  plicata  markings,  and  SPINOFF  (Maryott  1987)  that  always  pleasing 
combination  of  rose  standards,  wine  falls  and  orange  beards.  ALL  STAR  (Bob 
Dunn  1986)  was  sporting  huge  ruffled  deep  blue  blossoms,  EASTER  LACE 
(Monty  Byers  1988)  is  a  heavily  ruffled  and  laced  butterscotch,  CURIOUS 
YELLOW  (Durrance  1982)  was  its  usual  short,  but  very  bright  yellow  self,  and 
LAVENDER  QUEEN  (Nancy  Bartlett  1986)  is  a  tall  ruffled  lavender  with  long 
lavender  spoons.  FAME  (John  Weiler  1986),  this  yellow-orange  was  perhaps  a 
bit  small,  but  made  up  for  any  lack  of  size  with  the  intensity  of  the  color,  set  off 
by  orange  red  beards.  GLORY  STORY  (Weiler  1988),  a  ruffled  deep  blue- 
violet,  was  truly  in  its  glory,  sporting  10-11  buds  on  well  branched  stalks. 
NANCY  GLAZIER  (Melba  Hamblen  1986)  with  its  odd  smoky  hues  and  henna 
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beards  provided  a  restful  change  from  the  many  bright  colors,  and 
WINIFRED  ROSS’  (Hamblen  1988)  pink  standards  and  rose  falls  were  loaded 
with  heavy  substance. 

Two  beautiful  blues  from  Larry  Gaulter  were  SILVER  THAW  (1988)  a  very  tall 
icy  light  blue  self  and  BLUES  SINGER  (1984)  a  truly  true  blue.  CHEESECAKE 
(Gaulter  1984)  a  fleshy  pink  that  we’ve  admired  at  home  in  Colorado  was  even 
more  floriferous  here.  ARRANGER’S  CHOICE  (Bob  Brown  1987)  had  the 
same  tall  multibranched  stalks  that  we  have  come  to  expect  from  it,  providing 
a  good  display  for  its  medium  blue  violet  flowers  with  darker  area  around  the 
beards.  Another  Bob  Brown  iris,  LARRY  GAULTER  (1988)  is  a  very  smooth 
large  flowered  deep  violet  with  8-10  buds.  An  early  bloomer,  TIDE  MARK  (Jim 
Hummel  1987)  still  had  one  remaining  blossom  to  show  off  its  rose  amethyst 
markings  on  white  ground.  Evelyn  Kegerise’s  AYLA  (1988)  is  a  lovely  pale  pink 
with  very  sturdy  stalks.  LARA’S  THEME  (Spahn  1985)  has  tawny  gold  stan¬ 
dards  atop  butterscotch  falls  with  gold  beards.  Hal  Stahly’s  seedling  86-1  is  a 
very  deep  black  purple  with  a  velvety  sheen.  B38-D8  is  a  purple  lavender  and 
white  plicata  with  striped  flaring  falls  from  Tennessee  hybridizer  Gary  Sides. 
TIGER  BUTTER  (Rick  Ernst  1986)  was  performing  as  it  has  done  for  us  with 
lots  of  bloom  and  good  growth.  Its  golden  amber  standards  and  red  falls  are 
set  off  by  gold  edging  on  the  falls  and  orange  beards. 

Several  of  the  Schreiner’s  irises  were  putting  on  a  show.  LULLABY  OF 
SPRING  (1987)  had  its  yellow  standards  and  pastel  mauve  falls  perched  on 
top  of  straight  stalks  with  good  branching.  BEST  BET  (1988)  seemed  to  be  an 
early  bloomer  here  with  pleasing  light  blue  standards  and  deeper  moorish 
blue  falls.  COMMANDO  (1986)  has  a  silky  red  color  that  glows.  Growing 
across  the  street  from  the  main  planting  was  one  of  the  standouts  of  the 
garden,  a  lovely  clump  of  RARE  TREAT  (Schreiner  1987).  This  is  a  very,  very 
clean  white  with  a  blue  plicata  stitched  border  and  matching  beards. 

Also  located  across  the  street  was  John  Pierce’s  seedling  patch.  The 
elegant  brick  pathways  were  appropriate  for  such  a  uniformly  fine  group  of 
seedlings.  No  “dogs”  allowed  in  this  patch. 

Thanks  to  the  Pierces  for  letting  us  enjoy  the  rainbow  fruits  of  their  labor. 

The  Pierce  Garden 

Irene  Shockey  (New  Mexico) 

Tuesday  morning  of  May  2,  our  tour  bus  headed  for  Cordova,  Tennessee. 
As  we  arrived  at  the  Pierce  garden  on  Bazemore  Road,  we  knew  we  were  in 
for  a  special  treat.  Oh’s  and  Ah’s,  words  such  as  beautiful,  fantastic,  and  great 
could  be  heard  throughout  the  bus.  We  could  hardly  wait  for  our  bus  to  stop 
and  let  us  off. 

John  has  been  growing  irises  for  fifty  years.  His  longtime  experience  and 
love  of  gardening  was  evident  by  looking  at  all  the  well  grown  plants,  trees  and 
flowering  shrubs.  John  started  planning  this  garden  after  he  and  Gladys 
moved  into  their  new  home  in  May  of  1982.  On  the  new  homesite  he  had  to 
solve  a  serious  erosion  problem.  This  he  did  by  hauling  in  large  stones  for 
retaining  walls  and  the  terraced  flower  beds.  Several  levels  were  reguired  from 
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the  lower  front  street  level  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  John  also  collected  handmade 
bricks  from  deserted  pre-Civil  War  homes,  which  were  used  for  walkways  in 
the  garden. 

The  gardens  were  planned  for  continuous  bloom  so  that  Gladys,  a  flower 
arranger,  always  has  plenty  of  plant  material  at  hand. 

One  of  John’s  favorite  specimen  trees  must  be  his  “Sharha’s  Walking  Stick.  ” 
Having  never  seen  the  contorted  form  of  the  Hazel  Nut  before,  I  was  amazed 
that  something  so  twisted  and  crooked  could  be  so  pretty.  There  were  major 
plantings  of  azaleas,  peonies,  and  roses  all  with  fox  glove,  daisies,  all  colors 
of  columbines,  specie  gladiolus  and  many  others  annuals.  John  said  he  let  a 
lot  of  the  plants  reseed  each  year,  such  as  the  dianthus,  sweet  william,  etc. 
That’s  the  easy  way,  then  just  remove  the  extra  plants.  That’s  my  way,  too! 
Although  they  had  finished  blooming,  the  I.  techorums  must  have  been  a 
beautiful  sight  used  as  border  plantings  along  the  driveway. 

The  mailbox  at  the  Pierce  home  was  most  attractive  with  clematis  candia  in 
full  bloom  twining  around  the  post  and  John’s  beautiful  peachy  pink  iris 
seedling  planted  nearby.  His  other  seedlings  were  planted  across  the  street, 
where  among  many  really  nice  things,  a  beautifully  ruffled,  well  branched 
dark  purple  seedling  was  seen.  There  were  many  encouragements  for  the 
introduction  of  this  seedling — soon — hopefully! 

The  main  iris  beds  were  planted  on  one  side  of  the  property  next  to  the 
street  and  terraced  up  the  hill  with  a  brick  walk  in  the  center  of  the  beds.  They 
were  a  beautiful  sight,  from  the  top  looking  downward  or  from  the  lower  street 
level  looking  up.  All  the  irises  were  so  well  grown,  and  lovely,  it  is  impossible  to 
mention  all  of  them,  so  I  will  describe  only  a  few. 

WINIFRED  ROSS  (Hamblen  ’88)  looked  lovely  with  peach  stands,  flaring 
rose  purple  falls,  and  bright  orange-red  beards.  Another  Hamblen  iris,  SILK- 
WOOD  (’85)  is  a  serene  beauty  of  very  pale  light  blue  standards,  the  falls  are 
white  with  a  pale  bluish  cast,  with  yellow  beards  mixed  with  brown.  ZANY  (M. 
Dunn  ’88)  is  very  different  with  its  irregular  splashes  of  blue-violet  on  a  white 
ground,  both  standards  and  falls.  Dr.  Weiler’s  GLORY  STORY  (’88)  was  putting 
on  a  show  with  its  multiple  bloom  stalks.  It  is  a  very  dark  blue  with  creamy 
white  beards  and  it  is  ruffled,  also. 

ROMANTIC  MOOD  (Ghio  ’88)  with  ruffled  pink  standards,  white  falls 
edged  in  pink,  and  tangerine  beards,  was  lovely.  INDISCREET  (Ghio  ’88)  with 
a  tall,  well  branched  stalk  drew  much  attention.  The  standards  are  magenta, 
the  falls  have  a  salmon  ground  with  the  magenta  border  and  tangerine 
beards.  A  ruffled,  bold,  and  very  colorful  iris.  CHURCHILL  DOWNS  (K.  Mohr 
’88)  a  deeply  fluted  blossom  with  lemon  yellow  standards;  falls  are  a  creamy 
yellow  edged  with  lemon  and  the  beards  are  yellow-orange — quite  luscious. 
Maryott’s  '88  introduction  SPIN  OFF  is  ruffled  and  has  deep  rose  color 
standards,  the  falls  are  lighter  with  the  deep  rose  edging  and  white  beards. 
One  of  the  blossoms  on  this  stalk  drew  extra  attention  because  of  the  largest 
dragon-fly  any  of  us  had  ever  seen — which  had  apparently  come  to  stay. 

As  always,  when  one  is  truly  enjoying  something,  someone  blows  the 
whistle!  Our  bus  captain  had  to  do  just  that — we  all  felt  that  our  visit  to  the 
Pierce  garden  was  much  too  short.  The  visit  to  this  garden  will  be  a  fond 
memory  for  a  very  long  time. 


55 


Franklin  and  Gladys  Pierce  in  their  garden. 


Convention  visitors  in  the  Pierce  Garden. 
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The  Bush  Garden 

Jim  and  Ruth  Burke  (New  York) 


The  garden  of  Peg  and  Elwood  Bush  is  located  in  Bartlett,  Tennessee, 
where  they  live  in  an  attractive  brick  house  on  a  five-acre  site,  complete  with  a 
fountain  from  which  flows  a  stream  that  crosses  the  property.  The  stream  is 
accented  by  many  beautiful  rocks  placed  in  and  along  its  course.  These 
rocks  were  collected  in  different  places  across  the  country  as  Peg  and 
Elwood,  members  of  the  American  Archeological  Geological  Society,  vaca¬ 
tion  in  their  motor  home  to  various  rock  hunting  venues  pursuing  their  “other” 
hobby.  The  rocks  provide  a  marvelous  complement  to  the  garden,  which  of 
course,  features  irises  blended  artistically  with  plantings  of  shasta  daisies, 
pansies,  geraniums,  and  marigolds.  All  of  the  beds  are  neatly  overlaid  by  a 
cover  of  pine  needle  mulch.  The  overall  effect  of  this  beautifully  manicured 
landscape  is  most  pleasing  and  reflects  much  tender  care  and  hard  work. 
Elwood  was  quick  to  point  out  that  he  and  Peggy  received  much  help  in  the 
garden  from  their  four-year-old  grandson,  Stephen  Bush,  who  enjoys  working 
with  the  grandpa.  It  was  only  minutes  after  our  arrival  that  two  of  Franklin 
Carr’s  tall  bearded  irises,  LOVER’S  DREAM  and  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF 
beckoned  to  be  photographed.  The  former  is  lacy  pink  with  a  tangerine 
beard,  and  the  latter  is  a  stately  “tall”  with  pale  yellow  standards  and  blended 
falls  of  white  and  yellow  with  a  yellow  beard.  The  two  are  outstanding!  Nearby 
was  DUSKY  CHALLENGER  (Schreiners  ’88)  a  very  deep  purple  self,  good 
substance,  great  branching,  and  somehow  the  matching  dark  beard  seemed 
a  perfect  complement  to  this  well-sculptured  stalk. 

Elwood  told  of  the  many  problems  they  encountered:  a  late  spring  frost  and 
five  degree  temperatures  which  had  been  preceded  by  very  warm  weather, 
leaf  spot,  and  other  problems,  the  result  of  which  was  a  25%  loss  of  plants 
throughout  the  garden.  He  said  it  had  been  an  unusual  year,  but  in  typical 
gardener  style,  he  felt  confident  that  “next  year  will  be  a  great  one!” 

In  spite  of  the  adversity,  the  bloom  we  were  seeing  was  first  class,  including 
ORANGE  WAVE  (H.  Mohr  ’88),  a  gorgeous  orange  self  with  a  “different” 
orange  hue,  one  that  has  been  described  as  “valencian  orange”  in  one 
catalogue.  Suffice  to  say,  it  is  a  very  striking  iris.  NORDIC  CRYSTAL  (Willott 
’87),  a  ruffled  pale  blue  self  with  light  blue  beards,  was  outstanding  with  its 
good  substance  and  rounded  petals  and  is  my  idea  of  a  perfect  IB  specimen. 
INDIAN  CERAMICS  (Niswonger  ’86)  was  of  special  interest  to  us  because  it  is 
growing  in  our  garden  at  home.  It  grew  especially  well  here,  a  rather  full  clump 
with  the  bloom  showing  nicely  above  the  foliage.  Its  reddish-brown  color  was 
different;  the  falls  display  a  splash  of  violet  and  a  banded  edge  that  contrasts 
perfectly  with  the  earth  tones  of  this  fine  garden  iris.  A  little  further  along  we 
came  on  a  lovely  clump  of  TRIDENT  (B.  Dunn  ’83).  It  was  quite  evident  that  it 
had  found  a  good  home  here  in  the  Bush  garden.  It  is  nicely  formed  with 
ruffles  and  domed  standards  of  pale  blue  with  a  dark  splash  in  the  midribs. 
The  falls  are  light  blue  with  a  deeper  blue  veining  and  a  blue-white  beard, 
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Elwood  and  Peggy  Bush  welcomed  garden  visitors 


Dr.  Jack  Durrance,  “Top  Gun”  Steven  Bush,  and  Dr.  John  Weiler 
in  the  Bush  Garden  on  tour  day. 


good  substance,  fine  flower!  A  pleasant  surprise  was  Bee  Warburton’s  AS- 
TRACHANICA  KALMIKIJ,  an  ’86  MTB  species.  Ruth  joked  that  she  wouldn’t 
like  to  mark  a  dozen  such  rhizomes  for  auction  purposes  what  with  name, 
description,  and  hybridizer.  One  could  wind  up  with  writer’s  cramp!  However, 
that  is  not  to  take  away  from  this  perky,  good-looking  iris  with  pale  orchid 
standards  and  darker  orchid  falls  highlighted  by  a  deep  yellow  beard. 

We  also  got  a  glimpse  of  MAUI  MOONLIGHT  (Aitken  ’87),  an  IB  of  bright 
lemon  color  with  excellent  form.  After  we  arrived  home,  we  got  a  better  look  at 
MAUI  MOONLIGHT  in  our  own  yard  and  it  lived  up  to  the  catalogue  claim  of 
being  both  “prolific  and  beautiful.”  We  rate  this  one  very  high.  This  piece  can’t 
end  without  a  report  on  OCEAN  SWELLS  (Burch  ’86).  This  very  light  blue  self 
was  putting  on  a  splendid  display  with  good  bloom  and  branching.  It  is  nicely 
ruffled  and  deserves  a  second  and  third  look.  Very  nice! 

The  Bush  garden  had  suffered,  of  course,  in  the  early  part  of  the  growing 
season,  and  many  of  the  irises  in  the  program  book  were  not  going  to  be  seen 
this  year.  In  spite  of  that  setback  and  the  fact  that  some  of  the  bloom  had  not 
yet  peaked,  we  were  privileged  to  be  in  a  beautiful  well-tended  garden  that 
offered  us  an  outstanding  display  of  irises.  A  number  of  other  non-guest  irises 
in  the  garden  deserve  a  mention.  Included  in  these  were  NIGHf  EDITION, 
STORM  FLURRY,  COPY  CAT,  WARM  AND  TOASTY,  SUPERSIMMON,  and 
SPINNING  WHEEL.  All  of  these  were  at  peak  bloom  and  still  looking  as 
though  they  got  their  share  of  the  Bush  TLC. 

The  Hudson  Garden 

Dick  Pettijohn  (Nebraska) 

Welcome  to  the  garden  of  Kay  and  Henry  Hudson.  The  garden,  which  was 
carved  out  of  a  former  hunting  club,  abounds  with  native  trees  and  many 
transplanted  from  southern  Mississippi.  The  trees  provide  much  appreciated 
shade — possibly  too  much  shade  for  top  iris  production.  Walking  up  the 
azalea-lined  drive,  I  wished  I  had  been  in  time  to  see  the  azaleas  at  peak.  My 
timing  must  have  been  very  poor  for  none  of  the  magnolias  were  in  bloom,  the 
early  varieties  being  already  out  of  bloom  and  the  later  ones  still  in  the  bud 
stage.  A  dwarf  buckeye  with  its  scarlet  flowers  brightened  one  corner  and  the 
English  dogwood  was  just  starting  to  bloom. 

There  were  a  great  many  iris  beds  scattered  around  the  2.5  acres,  but  iris 
bloom  was  somewhat  sparse  on  this  first  day  of  garden  tours.  Among  the 
irises  catching  my  eye  was  Franklin  Carr’s  RAVEN  ROCK,  a  ruffled  deep  violet 
with  nicely  spaced  blooms.  Another  dark  iris  was  Bernard  Hamner’s  WATCH 
NIGHT.  This  too  is  a  ruffled  deep  violet  self,  but  with  more  red  in  its  makeup 
and  wider  branching.  Two  blues  you  might  well  consider  adding  to  your 
collections  were  Larry  Cowdery’s  PACIFIC  TIDE  and  Don  Denney’s  FORT 
BRAGG.  PACIFIC  TIDE  comes  close  to  being  a  true  blue  self,  and  it  reblooms, 
at  least  in  California.  FORT  BRAGG  is  a  sky  blue  with  slightly  darker  falls, 
good  branching  and  a  sweet  fragrance.  Dovie  Brady’s  older  WHOOP  ’EM  UP 
was  adding  a  great  splash  of  color  and  showing  why  it  is  still  considered  one 
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of  the  best  border  variegatas.  New  to  me  was  Richard  Ernst’s  FADED  DE¬ 
NIMS,  a  nicely  fluted  lavender-blue  which  fades  to  near  white  in  the  center  of 
the  falls.  The  orange  beard  reminds  you  of  the  label  on  non-501's.  The 
Schreiners  had  two  irises  which  must  be  mentioned — TITAN’S  GLORY  and 
LOYALIST.  TITAN’S  GLORY,  a  deep  bishop’s  purple  (as  if  you  didn’t  know  what 
this  Dykes  medal  winner  looks  like)  is  one  of  the  few  very  large  irises  that  has  a 
reasonably  high  bud  count  with  branching  that  displays  the  out-sized  blooms 
to  the  best  advantage.  LOYALIST  is  a  rich  claret  self  which  is  nicely  ruffled, 
and  the  color  is  delicious.  Allan  Ensminger  finally  got  a  break,  having  several 
irises  looking  extremely  good  at  this  convention.  In  this  garden  it  was  PAN¬ 
DORA’S  PURPLE,  a  violet  ground  with  purple  plicata  markings  and  a  violet 
beard.  If  you  like  these  variegated  irises,  this  will  surely  be  one  of  your 
favorites.  Another  older  iris  which  could  not  be  overlooked  was  Don  Denney’s 
REGENT’S  ROW,  one  of  Don’s  most  pleasant  mid-blues.  Here  the  branching 
was  excellent  and  quite  at  home  in  Tennessee.  I  would  like  to  report  on  the 
Louisiana  and  Siberian  irises,  but  the  Louisianas  were  not  in  bloom  and  the 
few  Siberians  in  bloom  did  not  look  as  though  they  were  enjoying  life  in  the 
South. 

You  could  hardly  write  up  this  garden  without  noting  three  setters — one 
English,  one  Irish,  and  one  Gordon.  How  these  dogs  manage  to  romp  around 
and  through  the  iris  beds  without  doing  a  great  deal  of  damage  is  unbelieva¬ 
ble,  but  somehow  they  manage.  But  there’s  the  whistle,  so  it’s  back  to  the  bus 
and  on  to  the  next  garden. 


Henry  and  Kay  Hudson 
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Mediae  Muster  ’89 

Eugene  Tremmell  (Ohio) 

Almost  a  hundred  median  enthusiasts  gathered  in  Wakefield,  a  suburb  of 
Boston,  on  the  weekend  of  May  19  for  The  Median  Muster  ’89,  sponsored  by 
The  Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts.  Everything  was  well  organized,  the  food 
excellent,  the  name  tags  unique,  the  convention  booklet  wonderful,  and  the 
hospitality  great. 

An  extra  added  attraction  on  Friday  afternoon  was  a  guided  tour  of  The 
Garden  in  the  Woods,  the  largest  landscaped  collection  of  native  plants  in  the 
Northeast.  Forty-five  acres  of  1500  varieties  of  plants  including  many  rare  and 
endangered  species  are  found  here.  In  peak  bloom  at  the  time  we  were  there 
were  iris  cristata,  lady’s  slippers,  native  phlox,  and  trilliums,  including  the  very 
rare  double  form  of  trillium  grandiflorium. 

After  this,  we  left  for  the  adjoining  gardens  of  Helga  Andrews  and  Carol  Hull 
a  short  distance  away  in  Sudbury.  We  enjoyed  an  early  evening  reception  as 
we  strolled  through  the  gardens  and  saw  many  perennials  interplanted  with 
the  irises. 

On  Saturday  morning,  one  bus  departed  early  for  the  Burton  garden  in 
South  Hamilton  where  Bob  Sobek  led  a  session  of  in-graden  training.  The 
next  stop  was  the  garden  of  Larry  and  Jean  Doucette  in  Wilmington.  After 
lunch,  the  tour  went  to  the  garden  of  Marty  Schaefer  and  Jan  Sacks,  then  on  to 
the  Leo  Blanchette’s  garden  in  Carlisle.  Leo’s  garden  was  landscaped  with 
over  2500  different  varieties  of  perennials  and  rock  garden  plants.  His  small 
perennial  nursery  across  the  street  allowed  conventioneers  to  fill  the  bus  with 
plants  to  take  home. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  tour  went  to  the  garden  of  David  and  Barbara 
Schmieder  in  Concord  where  we  were  greeted  by  Bee  Warburton.  Then,  we 
went  to  the  last  garden  on  tour,  Chandler  and  Elaine  Fulton’s  in  Weston. 

Thirty-eight  hybridizers  sent  265  guest  irises.  Listed  here  by  type  and  in 
alphabetical  order  by  hybridizer  are  some  of  those  I  enjoyed  most. 

Standard  Dwarf  Bearded 

Cherry  Tart  (Aitken  85)  silvery  rose  stands,  burgundy  red  falls. 

Honey  Dip  (Aitken  85)  Honey  yellow  self 

Ripple  Chip  (Aitken  88)  blue  bitone,  white  beards 

Sam  (Aitken  87)  bright  yellow,  brown  speckles  on  hafts 

Senor  Frog  (Aitken  87)  ruffled  yellowish  green,  violet  beards 

Blue  Puff  (Brizendine  86)  Powder  blue  self 

People  Pleaser  (Ensminger  86)  Violet  stands,  Indian  yellow  falls 

Pip-Squeak  (Fry  87)  Blue  violet,  brown  hafts 

Pal  Sam  (Gatty  87)  White  and  purple  plicata 

Small  Change  (Gatty  86)  white  and  violet-blue  plicata 

Pep  Talk  (Hagberg  87)  yellow  edged  white  stands,  white  edged  yellow  falls. 

Huddle  (Innerst  87)  Gold  with  large  brown  spot  on  falls 

Lofty  (Innerst  86)  red  violet-purple  with  greyed  white-brown  hafts 
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Syllable  (Innerst  86)  cream  white  and  yellow  gold  amoena 

Blue  Line  (B.  Jones  87)  white  self,  deep  blue  beards 

Orange  Tiger  (B.  Jones  88)  Medium  deep  orange  self,  deeper  orange 

beards. 

Pale  Star  (B.  Jones  86)  pale  blue  self 

Sun  Doll  (B.  Jones  86)  ruffled  medium  yellow  self 

Westar  (B.  Jones  85)  white  self,  deep  blue  beards 

Cosmos  (G.  Kennedy  85)  white  with  large  purple  spot  on  falls 

Broad  Grin  (Lankow  87)  cream  and  peach  pink  blend 

Hanky  (Magee  88)  Ivory  and  light  violet  plicata 

Crispin  (L.  Miller  86)  white  and  dark  violet  plicata 

Dark  Vader  (Miller  87)  dark  blue  violet  stands,  black  falls. 

Spook  House  (Miller  86)  pale  veronica  violet 
Cool  Melodrama  (Nichols  86)  violet  with  darker  hafts 
Dusky  Thief  (Nichols  89)  violet  blue  with  solid  indigo  halo 
Lonesome  Cowboy  (Nichols  87)  ivory  beige  with  yellow  wash  on  falls. 
Rainmaker  (Nichols  86)  ruffled  medium  blue  with  brown  hafts 
Casper’s  Shadow  (Niswonger  88)  blue  grey  stands,  chartreuse  and  bur¬ 
gundy  falls 

Golden  Ruby  (Niswonger  86)  yellow  with  red  spot  on  falls. 

Ice  Chip  (Niswonger  86)  white  with  pale  blue  spot  on  falls 
Splash  of  Red  (Niswonger  87)  light  yellow  with  splash  of  red  on  falls 
Tillie  (Shoop  86)  peach  self 

Grapesicle  (Sobek  82)  violet  with  bright  purple  spot  on  falls 
Waterboy  (Sobek  86)  blue  with  bluer  veining 

Woodling  (Sobek  85)  light  greenish  gold  with  dark  brown  spot  on  falls 

Bay  Ruffles  (Warburton  85)  ruffled  pale  violet  blue  self 

Rosie  Lulu  (Warburton  84)  medium  rose  luminata 

Sweet  Corn  (Warburton  87)  cream  stands,  yellow  falls  edged  cream 

Trebor  Ann  (Warburton  89)  silvery  white  self,  blue  tipped  orange  beards 

Violet  Lulu  (Warburton  86)  blue  violet  luminata 

Drambuie  (Willott  86)  light  brown  stands,  light  brown  washed  gold  falls. 
Lime  Mist  (Willott  88)  white  with  lime  green  wash  on  falls. 

Ruby  Wings  (Willott  87)  ruffled  red-violet  bitone 

Ultrasonic  (Willott  85)  ruffled  yellow  with  deep  yellow  spot  on  falls 

Vegas  Showgirl  (Willott  85)  ruffled  lilac  self 

Right  Face  (Wright  86)  Pale  blue  white  stands,  soft  gold  falls 

Intermediate  Bearded 

Maui  Moonlight  (Aitken  87)  bright  lemon  yellow  self 

Aint’s  She  Sweet  (Ensminger  86)  white  with  flax  blue  edging 

Cum  Laude  (Ensminger  86)  garnet  red  self 

Good  and  True  (Ensminger  86)  blue  self,  white  beards 

Love’s  Tune  (Ensminger  86)  ruffled  white  self,  blue  beards 

Wampum  (Ensminger  83)  oxblood  red  with  violet  blaze  on  falls 

Sunshine  Boy  (Foster  86)  stands  lemon  cream,  falls  white  with  yellow  hafts. 

Doll  (Keppel  87)  rosy  beige  stands,  apricot  cream  edged  rosy  mauve  falls 
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Logo  (Keppel  86)  buff  stands,  salmon  buff  marked  amethyst  on  falls 
Ask  Alma  (Lankow  87)  coral  orange  self,  white  beards 
Dream  Chaser  (Nichols  85)  ruffled  white,  chartreuse  hafts,  orange  beards 
Theda  Clark  (Nichols  88)  ruffled  deep  violet 
New  Kid  (Shoop  87)  bright  yellow  self,  orange-red  beards 
Blue  Icing  (Warburton  84)  ruffled  white  and  light  violet  plicata 
Dark  Blizzard  (Warburton  84)  dark  violet  with  white  area  around  beards 
Sunny  Favor  (Warburton  84)  ruffled  yellow  stands,  ivory  edged  deeper  yellow 
falls 

Cedar  Point  (Willott  87)  cream  and  golden  tan  plicata 

Miniature  Tall  Bearded 

Second  Opinion  (Bausch  88)  pale  lavender  stands,  dark  red  violet  edged 
lavender  falls 

Carol  Lee  (Fisher  89)  medium  yellow  stands,  deep  purple  falls  edged  yellow. 

Aril  Medians 

Green  Eyed  Sheba  (Boswell  84)  smoky  rose  stands,  rosy  brown  with  green 
signal  on  falls. 

Hot  Spot  (Boswell  87)  medium  yellow  with  red  spot  on  falls 
Sheba’s  Beauty  (Nichols  87)  violet  stands,  red-brown  falls. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  beautiful  irises  seen  at  The  Median  Muster. 
I  had  a  wonderful  time  and  hope  this  is  just  the  first  of  many  median  mini¬ 
conventions  to  come.  I  can  hardly  wait  for  the  next  one. 


Sobek  seedling  #82S82  won  the  Warburton  Trophy 
at  the  Median  Muster  1989. 
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Bennett  Jones’  1988  introduction,  ORANGE  TIGER, 
won  the  ISM  Cup  for  best  out  of  region  median. 


The  Calderara  Cup  for  Best  Region  1  iris  was  won  by 
Bob  Sobek’s  GRAPESICLE. 
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MEDIAN  MUSTER  AWARDS 


CALDERARA  CUP  (Best  Region  1  Iris) 

SDB  GRAPESICLE  (Sobek  ’82)  purple,  violet  spot 

Runner  Up 

SDB  WOODLING  (Sobek  ’85)  tan-gold  b'end,  brown  spot 

ISM  CUP  (Best  Out  of  Region  Iris) 

SDB  ORANGE  TIGER  (B.  Jones  ’88)  orange 


Runner  Up 

IB  MAUI  MOONLIGHT  (Aitken  ’87)  lemon  yellow 

WARBURTON  TROPHY  (Best  Seedling) 

SDB  SOBEK  82S82  tan,  purple-brown  veining  on  falls 

Runners  Up  (tie) 

IB  NISWONGER  13-83  orange,  violet  blaze  on  falls 
SDB  WILLOTT  84-34  blue/ecru  blend 


DELIGHTFUL  DOZEN  (Favorite  Guest  Irises) 

There  were  43  ballots  returned  in  the  ballot  box  or  by  mail,  slightly  less  than 
half  the  number  of  people  attending  the  Muster.  A  wide  variety  of  plants 
enjoyed  favor  as  116  different  varieties  received  votes.  All  classes  (SDB,  IB, 
MTB  and  Aril-median)  were  represented.  Irises  listed  are  SDBs  unless  noted. 


Votes 

Cultivar 

Color 

24 

WOODLING  (Sobek  ’85) 

tan,  brown  spot 

23 

ORANGE  TIGER  (B.  Jones  ’88) 

orange 

17 

GRAPESICLE  (Sobek  ’82) 

purple,  violet  spot 

16 

BLUE  LINE  (B.  Jones  ’87) 

white,  blue  beards 

16 

WAMPUM  (Ensminger  ’85)  IB 

red 

14 

DARK  VADER  (R&L  Miller  ’87) 

blue  violet  bitone 

14 

EYEBRIGHT  (J.D.  Taylor  ’79) 

yellow,  brown  veins 

14 

STARLIGHT  WALTZ  (Helsley  ’82) 

It.  yellow  &  white 

14 

SUN  DOLL  (B.  Jones  ’86) 

yellow 

12 

COURT  MAGICIAN  (Nichols  ’84) 

purple  on  white  plicata 

12 

HUDDLE  (Innerst  ’87) 

yellow,  brown  spot 

10 

BLUE  ICING  (Warburton  ’84)  IB 

blue  on  white  plicata 
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The  Mediae  Muster 
Bedford,  Massachusetts 

Ethel  Baukus  (Wisconsin) 

After  being  met  at  the  airport  and  taken  to  the  headquarters,  Lord 
Wakefield  Hotel,  I  changed  and  went  to  register  before  boarding  the  bus  for 
the  Garden  of  the  Woods.  As  we  drove,  I  had  a  chance  to  look  into  the  “goody 
bags”  prepared  by  the  committee  of  the  Iris  Society  of  Massachusetts.  Each 
bag  had  a  silk  screened  median  iris  on  one  side.  Our  name  tags  were 
designed  to  be  worn  around  our  necks  and  were  no  problem  to  read  or  wear. 
In  fact,  we  often  forgot  we  had  them. 

We  walked  by  groups  of  twelve,  with  a  leader,  through  the  lovely  woodland 
trails  of  over  45  acres  of  plantings.  During  the  Ice  Age,  melting  glaciers 
molded  this  landscape  of  hills,  ponds,  and  streams.  Woodland  groves,  a  lily 
pond,  sunny  bog,  western  garden,  and  a  meadow  showed  off  lady-slippers, 
trilliums,  prickly  pear  cactus,  and  a  variety  of  rhododendrons,  evergreens 
and  crested  irises.  The  Gift  House  was  a  cool  resting  place  when  the  tour 
ended.  The  most  unusual  thing  I  saw  was  the  varieties  of  Silver  Bell  trees. 

From  the  Garden  of  the  Woods,  we  went  to  the  garden  of  Helga  Andrews 
and  Carol  Hull  in  Sudbury.  Here  were  actually  three  gardens  joined  in  beauty. 
They  showed  the  tender  loving  care  of  the  owners.  The  third  garden  was  the 
adjoining  property  of  “a  little  old  lady”  who  was  so  pleased  that  her  trees  were 
in  bloom  to  add  to  the  beauty  of  the  reception.  The  ladies  wore  their  silk- 
screened  ISM  aprons,  which  were  lavender  with  the  deeper  violet  median  iris, 
as  they  served  delicious  refreshments  in  the  garden. 

When  we  returned  to  the  hotel,  we  met  for  a  symposium,  “Big  Dreams  for 
Small  Irises,”  moderated  by  Chandler  Fulton  and  given  by  Bennett  Jones, 
James  Fry,  and  Lynda  Miller.  It  gave  us  a  lot  of  food  for  thought  on  what  we 
should  look  for  in  new  median  irises. 

A  continental  breakfast  was  served  each  morning  at  the  hotel  before  we 
boarded  the  buses  to  the  gardens.  On  Saturday,  the  first  bus  went  to  the 
Burton  Garden  for  an  In  the  Garden  Training  with  Bob  Sobek.  The  second  bus 
went  to  the  garden  of  Jean  and  Larry  Doucette  in  Wilmington.  Orange  Tiger 
and  Flash  of  Red  were  the  color  power  in  this  garden.  When  one’s  eyes  could 
be  drawn  from  them,  Leprechaun  Eyelash,  People  Pleaser,  Pony  Express, 
Crispin,  Dark  Vader,  Little  Blackbelt,  Waterboy,  Violet  Lulu,  Pastel  Delight,  and 
Right  Honorable  were  all  putting  on  a  show  saying,  “Look  at  me!” 

Our  second  garden  was  the  garden  of  John  and  Lucy  Burton  at  South 
Hamilton.  Their  irises  are  grown  in  beds  of  50  to  150  cultivars.  The  ocean 
keeps  daytime  temperatures  ten  to  fifteen  degrees  cooler  than  the  Concord/ 
Bedford  area.  This  garden  had  some  shade  and  some  full  sun;  both  areas 
had  bloom.  The  original  soil  was  stripped  pasture  of  shallow  top  soil  which 
they  have  expanded  with  the  aid  of  their  pony  compost.  I  have  notes  all  over 
the  pages  allotted  to  this  garden.  Valiant  Warrior,  MTB,  dependable  grower;  I. 
Verna — lovely  blue  in  shade;  I.  Reichen  Bachii  Darby — Balkana;  Frosty  Sky 
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gives  ruffles;  Sweet  Corn,  four  stars;  Bay  Ruffles,  Pony  Express,  good  here 
too;  Court  Magician,  Dreams  Adrift,  Orange  Tiger  and  M  363-1  Jones,  four 
stars;  People  Pleaser,  Leprechaun  Eyelash,  nice  here  but  less  green  in  full 
sun;  OC4-4  (Lankow)  pale  blue  violet  with  white  beard.  Hard  to  tell  what  I  like 
best  here! 

The  Leo  Blanchette  Garden  was  our  next  stop.  Here  we  saw  a  perfectly 
groomed  garden  with  irises  growing  around  the  wooden  fenced  family  pool. 
The  irises  were  past  peak,  but  some  were  still  in  bud.  Iris  Techorum  and  Iris 
Techorum  Alba  were  beautiful  grown  in  clumps.  They  grow  their  plants  in  sun 
and  shade,  wet  and  dry,  and  have  rare  and  little  known  treasures  from  around 
the  world  which  bloom  all  summer. 

Next  we  went  to  Marty  Schafer  and  Jan  Sacks’  gardens  in  Bedford.  They  are 
professional  flower  growers  whose  “playground”  reflects  their  interest  in  all 
types  of  plants.  They  propogate  these  plants.  Every  bed  has  at  least  one  iris 
species  or  cultivar  in  it.  Marty  and  Jan  started  out  growing  only  pallidas 
collected  from  abandoned  plantings  along  the  Minuteman  Highway  until  ISM 
introduced  them  to  Bee  Warburton  and  THE  WORLD  OF  IRISES.  Today,  they 
breed  Siberians,  versicolors  and  Japanese  irises,  and  they  introduce  the 
irises  of  Bee  Warburton  and  Bob  Sobek.  Among  the  irises  I  liked  here  were 
Rain  Dance,  Right  Honorable,  and  Pep  Talk. 

After  that,  we  returned  to  the  hotel  in  plenty  of  time  to  be  ready  for  the 
banquet  in  the  Yorkshire  Room  where  we  could  watch  the  geese  and  ducks 
and  the  sail  boat  race  on  the  lake  while  we  waited. 

During  the  Happy  Hour,  a  snack  table  was  set  up  next  to  a  sales  table  of  iris 
artifacts.  Marty  Schafer’s  talented  parents  entertained  by  playing  the  guitar 
and  mandolin.  Later,  they  played  the  banjo  and  violin.  Delicious  food,  super 
company,  and  a  discussion  of  new  ways  to  select  the  Dykes  Medal  winner 
made  it  a  perfect  evening.  The  medal  discussion  suggested  that  AIS  be 
divided  into  five  areas.  Each  iris  must  get  ten  votes  from  each  area  to  be 
qualified. 

On  Sunday  morning,  we  were  off  to  the  Chandler  and  Elaine  Fulton  garden 
at  Weston.  This  garden  was  inspired  by  the  display  garden  at  the  Case 
Estates  which  was  planted  for  the  1983  convention.  The  Fultons  have  over  700 
cultivars  in  their  working-hybridizers  display  garden,  including  many  diploid 
irises.  This  is  one  garden  you  must  visit  often  for  a  true  evaluation.  I  liked 
Second  Opinion,  Wampum,  Starlight  Waltz,  Ask  Alma,  Dark  Vader,  Pony 
Express,  Little  Annie,  Raspberry  Jam,  Grapesicle,  and  Lilac  Lulu. 

Next,  we  went  to  the  Barbara  and  David  Schmieder  garden  in  Concord. 
Barbara  and  Dave  had  a  tour  garden  at  the  Boston  Convention  of  1983,  but 
this  time  they  have  a  better  location  in  the  sunny  part  of  the  garden.  The  irises 
are  planted  around  the  outside  of  the  vegetable  garden  fence.  Some  beds 
feature  irises  only  and  others  are  mixed  perennial  beds.  This  garden  has 
been  a  must-see  among  ISM  members  for  many  years.  Each  year,  David 
takes  down  one  huge  oak  at  a  time,  using  the  branches  to  line  the  beds.  In  this 
garden  many  of  us  were  greeted  by  an  old  friend,  Bee  Warburton.  She  looked 
great  and  greeted  us  by  name  and  seemed  her  old  self.  Convention  irises  I 
liked  in  this  garden  include:  Ripple  Chip,  Apricot  Ala  Mode,  Brom  Bones, 
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Cum  Laude,  Sunshine  Boy,  Pep  Talk,  Huddle,  Cosmos,  Broad  Grin,  Crispin, 
Cool  Melodrama,  Lonesome  Cowboy,  Golden  Ruby,  Sweet  Corn,  Bay  Ruffles, 
Drambuie,  and  Right  Face. 

The  Awards  luncheon  was  held  at  the  Miscataquid  Club,  a  sportsman’s 
lodge  on  a  river  in  Concord.  With  the  white  birch  at  the  water’s  edge,  it 
reminded  me  of  a  favorite  haunt  in  Wisconsin. 

A  piano  roll  quieted  the  crowd  and  Jan  Sacks  announced  the  winners  voted 
by  the  attendees.  The  Calderara  Cup  for  the  Best  Iris  of  the  Region:  Run- 
nerup — Woodling;  Winner — Grapesicle  by  Bob  Sobek.  The  Out  of  Region 
Award,  which  is  the  ISM- Award:  Runner-up — Maui  Moonlight  (Terry  Aitken); 
Winner — Orange  Tiger  (Bennett  Jones).  The  Warburton  Award  for  Best  Seed¬ 
ling:  Runner-up  was  a  tie — Niswonger  13-83  and  Willott  84-34;  Winner — 82  S 
82  by  Bob  Sobek. 

The  attendees  were  thanked  for  their  attendance  and  support  and  each 
was  given  an  apple  or  a  pear  to  take.  Jan  and  Marty  waited  at  the  Lord 
Bedford  to  see  that  everyone  was  going  to  be  able  to  get  to  the  airport.  The 
hotel  manager  took  this  time  to  thank  the  group  for  coming.  He  said  it  was 
seldom  that  a  group  is  told  to  come  back  again,  but  this  group  would  be 
welcome  back  anytime.  What  a  nice  ending  for  a  pleasant  time  with  old 
friends  and  new  ones. 


The  Gardens  of  Prairie  in  Bloom 

Gene  Gaddie  (Nebraska) 

Expectations  for  a  great  bloom  season  during  the  1990  national  convention 
of  The  American  Iris  Society  were  given  a  big  boost  by  several  nice  rains  in 
late  June  and  early  July  at  most  of  the  ten  tour  gardens. 

The  plants  put  on  excellent  growth,  forming  large,  beautiful  clumps  of 
irises,  as  well  as  on  the  companion  plants  which  have  been  receiving  special 
attention  for  several  years  in  preparation  of  hosting  Prairie  in  Bloom — Omaha 
1990. 

A  seemingly  matching  surge  has  occurred  among  irisarians  in  Region  21 
as  committees  preparing  the  many  other  activities  and  surprises  move  from 
planning  to  involving  more  members  in  the  actual  “doing  stages.” 

Over  the  years,  Region  21  has  had  many  visitors  from  many  parts  of  the 
country  to  the  spring  tours.  The  two  most  frequent  comments  from  visiting 
hybridizers  and  judges’  training  instructors  refer  to  “that  fantastic  midwestern 
hospitality”  and  how  the  colors  of  the  irises  are  so  much  more  intense, 
especially  compared  to  the  same  varieties  in  West  Coast  and  Southern 
gardens. 

By  the  time  this  is  read,  each  regional  vice  president  should  have  received 
a  copy  of  a  special  video  tape  about  the  1990  convention.  It  is  for  circulation 
throughout  each  region — wherever  two  or  three,  or  four  or  more  of  the  faithful 
may  gather  in  the  presence  of  a  VCR.  Prepared  by  Omaha  irisarian  and  video 
editor  Roger  Mazur,  the  tape  reports  on  various  Omaha  attractions,  interviews 
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with  each  host  gardener,  and  views  of  their  gardens  and  some  of  the  guest 
irises  that  bloomed  in  1989. 

Two  public  gardens  will  be  on  tour.  A  master  planting  of  all  classes  of  guest 
irises  is  in  a  spacious  lawn  in  the  shadow  of  the  entrance  pylon  to  the  Boys 
Town  Omaha  Campus.  Giant  plants  growing  there  now  belie  a  hail  storm  that 
struck  this  display  garden  last  spring.  The  beautiful  clumps  also  attest  to  the 
horticultural  expertise  of  Roger  Mazur  who  has  had  the  assistance  of  other 
Region  21  members  during  several  work  days  the  past  three  years. 

Tim  Stanek  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Greater  Omaha  Iris  Society’s  crews, 
working  for  a  number  of  years  on  the  continual  expansion  of  their  major 
project,  the  Sass  Memorial  Display  Garden,  adjacent  to  SAC  Museum  at 
Bellevue. 

The  garden  contains  a  complete  collection  of  Dykes  Medal  winners,  in¬ 
cluding  four  hybridized  by  Omahans  Hans  and  Jacob  Sass.  Of  rare  historical 
value  will  be  the  opportunity  to  walk  through  one  garden  and  observe  the 
many  years  of  hybridizing  progress  of  the  Sass  family.  The  planting  shows 
their  many  break-throughs  in  reds,  pinks,  the  plicata  pattern,  opalescence, 
and  the  intermediates  as  a  separate  class. 

Five  years  ago,  Dean  and  Pat  Drickey  went  to  work,  under  the  guidance  of 
Roger  Mazur,  and  completely  relandscaped  their  Little-by-Little  Garden  in 
Omaha,  especially  for  this  convention.  At  every  turn  in  the  garden,  irisarians 
will  gasp  at  the  results.  About  500  varieties,  including  60  Siberians,  are 
displayed  with  a  wide  variety  of  striking  new  companion  shrubs  and  flowers, 
including  20  outstanding  columbines  and  200  plants  of  60  different  hosta 
varieties. 

At  one  of  the  four  Lincoln  area  gardens,  irisarians  must  scurry  to  see 
everything  on  the  four  acres  at  the  Varigay  Gardens  of  Allan  and  Gladys 
Ensminger.  In  addition  to  beds  of  330  guest  plants,  divided  by  six-foot  grass 
walkways,  Allan  has  300  varieties  by  other  hybridizers. 

Conventioneers  will  be  able  to  walk  through  fields  containing  ten  thousand 
seedlings.  In  addition  to  his  one  and  two-year  seedlings,  Allan  is  saving  this 
third-year  field  just  to  make  an  even  bigger  splash  for  the  convention  tour.  And 
what  a  treat  this  will  be  because  Allan,  dubbed  the  “Wizard  of  Odds,”  has  so 
many  long-range  hybridizing  goals  for  unusual  irises  in  four  bearded  classes. 
So  far,  he  has  become  most  famous  for  his  variegated  blossoms.  For  the 
convention  he  has  planted  one  special  bed  of  these  types  containing  unim¬ 
aginable  color  combinations. 

The  southernmost  garden  will  be  Wulf’s  Backachers.  Henry  and  Opal  Wulf 
began  developing  their  four  acres  in  the  open  countryside  south  of  Lincoln 
ten  years  ago.  Today,  among  nearly  300  trees  and  shrubs,  it  is  obvious  that 
variety  was  a  key  to  their  landscaping  plan  of  flower  beds  completely  sur¬ 
rounding  their  home.  A  special  feature  that  will  greatly  increase  the  chances 
of  a  wide  variety  of  bloom  for  the  convention  is  a  terraced  ampitheater 
immediately  south  of  the  house.  This  gives  a  bloom  season  comparable  to 
open  gardens  many  miles  to  the  south.  Irises  around  the  garden  include  tall 
bearded,  medians,  Siberians  and  spurias.  This  includes  275  guest  plants 
that  had  spectacular  bloom  for  the  preview  tour  in  1989. 
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Irises  love  the  rich,  black  bottom  land  where  Eugene  and  Dorothy  Kalkwarf 
have  Emerald  Valley  Iris  Gardens  west  of  Lincoln.  Many  of  the  guest  Siberians 
placed  here  three  years  ago  made  instant  clumps  and  should  provide  a 
breathtaking  convention  treat.  Gene  made  30  new  raised  and  railed  beds  for 
this  convention.  They  contain  300  guest  plants.  He  has  about  that  many  more 
of  his  own  varieties  in  all  classes  around  an  immaculate,  spacious  lawn.  He 
has  been  hybridizing  for  several  years.  Perhaps,  during  the  1990  tour,  AIS 
judges  can  help  pick  out  his  first  introduction  from  the  iris  fields  behind  the 
house. 

On  a  farm  between  Omaha  and  Lincoln,  Mickey  Schliefert  Anson  operates 
Schliefert  Iris  Gardens,  continuing  a  tradition  started  in  the  1930’s  by  her  late 
father,  Arnold  Schliefert.  His  hybridizing  interests  developed  through  a  close 
friendship  with  Hans  and  Henry  Sass.  The  most  famous  of  Arnold’s  introduc¬ 
tions  is  the  white  ANGEL  CHOIR  which  won  an  AM  in  1970.  As  far  back  as 
current  irisarians  can  remember,  Schlieferts  operated  the  largest  commercial 
iris  fields  in  Region  21.  The  long-established  landscaping  around  their  large 
farm  home  is  the  result  of  another  love  of  Arnold’s.  He  was  constantly  search¬ 
ing  for  the  newest  and  most  unusual  trees  and  shrubs  of  the  times,  including 
the  peonies  and  lilacs  created  by  his  Sass  friends.  With  only  a  few  exceptions, 
these  are  still  growing  here.  Mickey  has  done  some  relandscaping  in  the 
areas  of  the  pool  and  rock  garden  to  accommodate  200  guest  irises. 

One  day  of  the  tour  will  be  to  northeast  Nebraska.  Two  gardens  at  Wayne 
are  additional  examples  of  the  chain  reaction  from  sharing  iris  interests.  Jim 
and  Vera  Hummel  have  continued  the  iris  hybridizing  started  by  their  son,  Jay. 
Jay’s  interest  was  sparked  by  Roger  Nelson  of  Iris  Country  Gardens. 

When  the  number  of  seedlings  outgrew  the  space  around  their  house,  the 
Hummels  acquired  a  vacant  lot  not  far  away.  Adding  many  of  the  newest 
varieties  from  around  the  country  and  1500  new  seedlings  each  year  has 
required  the  expansion  of  their  Bumble  Bee  Garden  by  one  adjacent  lot  about 
every  five  years.  Hummel  is  the  German  name  for  Bumble  Bee.  They  last 
moved  the  fence  back  another  lot  to  accommodate  275  guest  irises  for  the 
1990  Convention.  The  Hummels  remade  all  beds  in  the  garden  with  side  rails. 
Three  of  the  guest  beds  were  planted  in  median  irises  in  a  partially  shaded 
area  with  hope  of  delaying  the  bloom  until  the  tour  dates. 

The  Hummels  introduced  their  first  four  tall  bearded  varieties  in  1987  and 
won  their  first  HM  this  year  for  Tasselena.  Especially  interesting  is  a  walk  along 
the  selected  seedling  beds  of  the  Hummels  whose  primary  hybridizing  goal 
has  been  for  good  branching  and  bud  count. 

Continuing  the  chain  reaction,  Dr.  Richard  and  Mary  Ann  DeNaeyer 
“blame”  Jim  and  Vera  Hummel  for  getting  them  interested  in  irises.  And  the 
DeNaeyers  went  full  speed  ahead.  They  now  grow  about  1,450  varieties  of 
irises  on  six  and  one  half  acres  three  miles  south  of  Wayne.  They  call  the 
garden  The  Iris  DeN. 

Their  original  iris  beds  completely  surround  the  Spanish  style  home.  When 
plans  were  made  to  host  the  convention,  they  expanded  across  a  large 
hillside  north  of  the  house  with  14  new  railed  beds.  Some  of  these  now  hold 
clumps  of  350  guest  plants,  mostly  tall  bearded  varieties. 
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The  northernmost  garden  on  the  tour  is  the  Maple  Tree  Garden  of  Larry 
Harder  at  Ponca.  Larry  has  not  missed  an  AIS  convention  since  his  first  one  in 
1962.  For  as  many  years,  he  has  been  a  member  of  numerous  flower  so¬ 
cieties,  collecting  their  best  varieties  for  a  large  horseshoe  perennial  bed 
around  the  front  lawn  which  is  backed  by  a  variety  of  ornamental  trees  and 
shrubs.  This  area  contains  a  large  collection  of  Siberian  irises. 

The  tall  bearded  irises  are  in  a  large  sunny  area  developed  in  a  formal 
fashion  behind  the  house.  Each  of  these  beds  has  at  least  one  special 
perennial  planted  among  the  irises.  An  avid  median  lover,  Larry  received  most 
of  the  standard  dwarf  and  intermediate  guest  irises.  These  are  in  beds  that 
meander  across  the  hillside  under  still  more  interesting  ornamental  trees. 

Many  large  specimens  of  rare  and  exotic  house  plants  take  their  place 
each  spring  among  an  exceptional  collection  of  hostas,  ferns,  and  woodland 
perennials  under  a  variety  of  larger  shade  trees. 

As  chairman  of  the  AIS  Historical  Committee,  Larry  plans  to  have  available 
for  viewing  during  the  convention  some  of  the  rarest  items  he  has  collected  for 
the  society. 


Early  Spring  Thoughts 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego  (Oregon) 

Early  spring  is  often  a  very  frustrating  time  for  gardeners.  Having  spent  a 
winter  inside  planning  spring’s  garden  activities,  one  is  anxious  to  get  out  and 
execute  these  plans.  Unfortunately,  the  weather  often  does  not  cooperate. 
One  of  our  greatest  frustrations  usually  occurs  in  March  and  April.  Growing 
things  begin  to  grow  (both  irises  and  weeds),  yet  the  rains  prevent  much  work 
from  being  accomplished  in  the  iris  beds.  Since  we  rely  primarily  on  cultiva¬ 
tion  for  weed  control,  this  means  we  spend  plenty  of  time  during  these  months 
staring  from  our  windows  watching  the  weeds  take  over  the  iris  beds.  The 
beautiful  iris  garden  we  have  dreamed  of  all  winter  becomes  an  embarrass¬ 
ment  that  we  hope  nobody  will  see. 

Aside  from  the  matter  of  pride,  there  are  several  very  good  reasons  why  the 
weeds  should  be  dealt  with  immediately.  Most  obvious  is  that  if  the  weeds  are 
allowed  to  grow  unchecked,  they  will  simply  choke  out  the  young  irises. 
Secondly,  if  this  first  growth  of  weeds  is  allowed  to  go  to  seed, these  seeds  will 
germinate  throughout  the  growing  season  (and  even  in  future  growing  sea¬ 
sons),  making  life  generally  miserable  for  the  gardener. 

What  can  be  done?  One  should  take  note  of  the  recent  headlines  regarding 
the  potential  dangerous  effects  of  the  use  of  certain  pesticides,  herbicides 
and  fungicides  on  our  food  crops.  How  many  times  have  we  seen  evidence  of 
chemical  damage  while  touring  various  iris  gardens?  Even  in  some  of  the 
best  kept  gardens  and  gardens  of  highly  respected  growers  we  have  seen 
damage  from  the  use/misuse  of  agricultural  chemicals.  So  often  we  have 
heard  a  grower  apologize  for  substandard  bloom  due  to  an  earlier  applica- 
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tion  of  some  herbicide  or  pesticide,  or  that  a  row  or  bed  of  sick  looking  irises 
was  caused  by  spraying  on  a  windy  day.  Our  reliance  on  such  chemicals 
comes  at  a  price. 

We  feel  it  is  wisest  to  minimize  one’s  dependence  on  agriculural  chemicals, 
and  we  have  found  a  tool  and  method  that  allows  us  to  use  an  herbicide  to 
control  the  first  onset  of  weed  growth  while  minimizing  the  accidental  damag¬ 
ing  of  our  irises.  We  use  what  we  call  a  “dauber.”  Similar  in  appearance  to  a 
hockey  stick,  this  tool  has  a  sponge-like  head  which  is  saturated  with  an 
herbicide.  A  small  jar  at  the  top  of  the  handle  holds  the  herbicide  mixture, 
which  is  metered  to  the  head.  We  use  ROUNDUP  and  find  that  there  are 
always  one  or  two  sunny  and  warm  days  in  January  or  February  when 
Roundup  is  applied.  Since  there  is  no  spraying,  wind  is  not  an  issue — there  is 
no  drift.  Just  walk  among  the  irises  brushing  the  head  of  the  tool  across  the 
existing  weeds.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  oversaturate  the  sponge  lest  the 
herbicide  should  drip  onto  the  irises.  Of  course,  the  results  of  such  an 
application  will  not  be  noticed  as  quickly  as  they  would  during  warmer 
weather,  but  within  four  to  six  weeks  one  should  see  a  lot  of  dead  weeds. 

One  or  two  such  applications  in  the  late  winter  and/or  early  spring  allow  us 
to  gain  the  upper  hand  with  weed  control  for  the  whole  season.  Later,  a 
modicum  of  cultivation  and  hoeing  permits  us  to  keep  the  weeds  in  check. 
There  are  a  number  of  variations  of  this  tool,  all  operating  on  the  same  general 
principle.  We  have  seen  them  locally  at  nursery  supply  stores.  They  have 
been  advertised  in  various  garden  magazines  and  listed  in  some  nursery 
catalogs.  Check  with  your  local  nursery  or  garden  supply  store.  If  they  don’t 
stock  it,  they  can  probably  get  one. 

We  have  found  another  garden  “tool”  to  be  invaluable  in  our  work  with  our 
irises.  It  is  known  as  an  Acme  Granular  Spreader.  This  is  a  plastic  container 
with  a  capacity  slightly  more  than  one  gallon.  It  has  a  long  (about  fifteen 
inches)  spout  on  its  bottom  and  a  built-in  handle  on  its  side.  We  use  this  to 
fertilize  our  irises.  The  long  spout  allows  the  fertilizer  to  be  dispensed  in  a 
band  right  where  we  want  it,  with  no  danger  of  getting  the  granules  all  over  the 
irises.  This  would  be  a  definite  error  with  irises  with  fleshy  rhizomes  such  as 
the  beardeds  and  spurias.  We  have  found  this  not  only  to  be  the  safest  and 
most  effective  method  of  fertilizing  our  irises,  but  also  the  easiest.  The  only 
drawback  to  its  use  is  that  filling  it  is  difficult  for  one  person  to  do  without 
making  a  mess.  We  found  our  spreader  at  our  local  hardware  store,  so  there 
shouldn’t  be  a  problem  in  locating  one  in  your  area. 

One  final  tool  we  have  “discovered”  is  a  small  hand  held  Japanese  sickle. 
While  we  are  certain  this  tool  has  a  name,  our  inability  to  read  Japanese 
prevents  us  from  telling  you  what  it  is!  Over  the  last  few  years  we  have  been 
seeing  more  and  more  Japanese  tools  sold  in  the  finer  garden  stores  and 
garden  catalogs.  We  were  looking  for  a  good  tool  for  removing  the  dead  iris 
leaves  during  the  winter.  We  use  two  sizes  of  this  tool,  depending  on  the  size 
of  the  clump  we  are  cleaning.  For  large  clumps  we  use  one  with  a  fifteen-inch 
wooden  handle  with  a  slightly  curved  ten-inch  blade.  While  working  with 
younger  irises,  we  use  a  smaller  size  with  a  thirteen-inch  handle  and  eight- 
inch  blade.  Both  sizes  are  easy  to  use  and  allow  us  to  easily  remove  leaves 
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from  large  clumps  with  only  a  few  swipes.  This  is  the  best  method  of  leaf 
removal  we  have  found  to  date.  The  sickle  is  similar  in  appearance  to  other 
garden  sickles,  but  we  feel  it  is  of  a  higher  quality  steel  than  others,  thus  it 
holds  the  edge  longer.  A  periodic  sharpening  with  a  rat-tail  file  will  keep  leaf 
removal  relatively  easy  and  safe. 

These  three  tools  have  allowed  us  to  overcome  some  of  our  early  spring 
frustrations  and  have  given  us  a  little  more  free  time  in  the  spring  to  enjoy  our 
own  garden  and  visit  others. 

Reprinted  from  Region  13  News 


Dale  and  Stan  Sherman  await  the  beginning  of  their  second  convention. 
Below  is  a  scene  from  the  Hudson  garden. 
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BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One-inch 

$  30.00 

Two-inch 

$  40.00 

Three-inch 

$  50.00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-inch 

$  25.00 

Two-thirds  page 

$  73.00 

One-quarter  page 

$  31.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$  82.00 

One-third  page 

$  40.00 

Full  page 

$100.00 

One-half  page 

$  56.00 

Full  page,  color 

$200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to. 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P  O.  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 


AIS  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 


Annual . 

. $  9.50 

Sustaining . 

. .  $20.00 

Triennial  . 

. 23.75 

Research . 

. 47.50 

Family  . 

.  11.50 

Life  . 

.  190.00 

Family  Triennial  . 

. 28.50 

Family  Life . 

........  237.50 

Youth  Member,  with  others  of  family  as  members  . . 

. 2.00 

Youth  Members,  with  no  others  of  family  as  members . 

. 3.25 

SECTION  MEMBERSHIP  RATES 

single 

annual 

single 

triennial 

family 

annual 

family 

triennial 

Median  Iris  Society . . . . . . 

.  .  .  5.50 

15.00 

8.00 

22.50 

Society  for  Siberian  Irises  . 

.  .  .  2.50 

6.50 

3.00 

7.50 

Spuria  Iris  Society . 

.  .  .  3.00 

7.00 

3.50 

8.00 

Society  for  Japanese  Irises . 

.  .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.00 

10.50 

Reblooming  Iris  Society . . . 

.  .  .  3.00 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

Society  for  Pacific  Coast 

Native  Iris  . 

.  .  .  4.00 

10.00 

5.00 

12.00 

Species  Iris  Group  of 

North  America  . . . 

.  .  .  3.50 

9.00 

4.50 

10.50 

Louisiana  Iris  Society  of  America . 

.  .  .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Dwarf  Iris  Society  . 

.  .  .  3.00 

8.00 

4.50 

12.00 

Membership  in  AIS  sections  is  open  to  all  AIS  members.  Payment  may  be 
made  directly  to  the  Section,  or  may  be  made  payable  to  the  American  Iris 
Society  and  sent  to  AIS  Membership  Secretary,  Carol  Ramsey,  6518 
Beachy  Ave.,  Wichita,  KS  67206 
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IRIS  SLIDES  NEEDED 

Hybridizers  and  camera  buffs! — To  keep  the  existing  AIS  slide  sets  updated  and  of  ever  improving  quality, 
a  constant  supply  of  good  slides  is  needed.  If  you  have  high  quality  close-up  slides  of  the  below  listed, 
won't  you  please  submit  them  for  possible  inclusion  in  the  various  slide  sets?  Selected  slides  will  be 
duplicated,  and  the  originals  returned  to  you.  Acute  needs  for  revisions  beginning  in  November  are  slides 
of: 

1988  through  1990  introductions  of  all  types. 

1987  through  1989  HM  and  AM  award  winners — all  types. 
Arrangements — Floral  designs  featuring  irises. 

Please  mail  to:  Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 
Slides  Committee 
4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  N.M.  87107 


ATTENTION  HYBRIDIZERS 

The  Sooner  State  Iris  Society  is  pleased  to  announce  the  Tenth  Annual 

POLLEN  DAUBERS’  SEMINAR 

February  23-24, 1990 

The  Society  is  pleased  to  feature  four  OKLAHOMA  HYBRIDIZERS  in 
celebration  of  our  Tenth  Year. 

PAUL  BLACK 
C.  A.  CROMWELL 
PERRY  DYER 
CLEO  PALMER 

A  smorgasbord  of  information  on  iris  hybridizing  begins  on  February  23 
with  an  opening  program  of  your  iris  slides  (each  hybridizer,  beginner  or 
advanced,  send  me  a  maximum  of  ten)  led  by  C.  A.  Cromwell.  (This 
session  is  free).  A  fee  of  $20.00  per  person  for  February  24  sessions 
(9:00  A.M.  to  3:00  PM.)  for  any  hybridizer  (or  would  be)  for  Paul,  Perry 
and  Cleo.  Advance  fee  not  necessary.  Write  to: 

Dr.  William  E.  Jones 

2312  Butternut  Place,  Edmond,  OK  73013 
Phone:  1-405-478-3498 

or  come  at  7:30  P.M.  on  the  23rd  to: 

Will  Rogers  Garden  Center  3400  N.W.  36  St.,  Oklahoma  City 


CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY:  Send  to  The  American  Iris  Society,  Jeane 
Stayer,  Secretary,  7414  E.  60th  St  ,  Tulsa,  OK  74145. 

AMERICAN  IRIS  SOCIETY  FOUNDATION:  Send  to  AIS  Foundation, 
Richard  T  Pettijohn ,  Treasurer,  2510  S.  148th  Avenue,  Omaha, 
NE  68144  Donations  to  the  Foundation  and  AIS  are  tax  deductible. 

Note:  please  include  name  and  address  of  next-of-kin  pertaining  to 
memorial  gifts,  so  that  a  card  of  acknowledgment  may  be  sent. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  American  Iris  Society  or  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Iris  Society  Foundation. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

GORDON  W.  PLOUGH 


Gordon  Plough’s  Eden  Road  Iris  Garden  was  the  home  of  a  multitude  of 
award  winning  irises.  A  visit  with  this  noted  hybridizer  was  educational  as  well 
as  enjoyable.  Gordon  could  tell  the  parentage  and  background  of  every  iris  in 
his  garden,  and  he  had  plans  for  crosses  that  he  hoped  would  enhance  or 
improve  the  qualities  he  liked  in  the  irises.  He  shared  his  thoughts  on  these 
possible  crosses  in  his  catalogue  each  year. 

His  first  introduction  was  Laurel  Hill  (1949).  It  was  named  for  the  hill  across 
the  Columbia  River  from  the  garden.  It  was  this  mighty  river  and  Laurel  Hill  that 
gave  Eden  Road  the  view  that  Gordon  loved  to  show  to  visitors.  Laurel  hill  was 
followed  by  many  other  introductions,  two  Sass  Medals,  a  C.  G.  White  Award, 
and  numerous  AMs  for  Intermediates  and  Tall  Bearded  irises.  Among  his 
more  famous  AM  winners  are:  Winner’s  Circle,  Edenite,  Java  Dove,  Milestone, 
Swahili,  Son  of  Star,  Punchline,  and  Butterscotch  Kiss. 

Gordon  delighted  in  the  “woodsy”  area  he  maintained  at  Eden  Road  to 
attract  birds.  He  also  derived  pleasure  from  showing  visitors  the  “bears” 
which  were  featured  in  his  catalogue.  They  were  just  carvings,  but  most  who 
saw  them  pictured  assumed  that  they  were  the  genuine  thing  that  crossed 
Eden  Road  Gardens. 

A  native  of  Washington,  Gordon  planned  to  be  an  architect,  but  he  joined 
his  father’s  nursery  company  because  the  depression  made  employment  in 
his  chosen  field  scarce.  He  saw  the  iris  William  Mohr,  became  intrigued  with 
it,  and  soon  began  his  hybridizing.  In  1954,  Eden  Road  Ins  Garden  officially 
began.  Those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  visit  it  had  the  opportunity  to  visit 
a  beautiful  garden,  converse  with  a  master  hybridizer,  and  meet  a  quiet, 
friendly  man  who  gladly  gave  his  time  to  be  the  gracious  host.  Those  who  love 
irises  are  fortunate  that  Gordon  Plough  never  returned  to  architecture  be¬ 
cause  his  hybridizing  created  some  of  the  stars  of  gardens  everywhere. 


DR.  IRWIN  A.  CONROE 

William  Peck 

Doc  Conroe  passed  away  after  a  long  illness  on  October  17, 1988,  at  the 
age  of  89.  A  man  of  many  interests  and  talents,  we  knew  him  best  for  his  love 
of  irises.  He  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of  Region  2  into  Empire  State 
Iris  Society.  He  was  a  regular  at  AIS  Conventions,  and  he  gave  much  of 
himself  as  a  judge  of  shows,  as  an  auctioneer,  and  as  a  participant  in  robins. 
As  a  result  of  all  this,  he  had  friends  everywhere. 

Doc  was  elected  as  president  (and  as  AIS  RVP)  for  three  terms  of  three 
years  each  in  1959,  1963,  and  1974,  As  a  result,  he  became  known  among 
many  ASS  officials  as  the  “perennial  RVP.” 
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Among  the  many  remembrances  of  Doc  is  his  love  of  singing.  At  the 
second  of  three  AIS  Conventions  which  he  attended  in  Memphis,  he,  Dr.  Chet 
Allen,  and  others  started  to  sing  their  way  home  on  a  long  bus  ride  back  to 
Memphis.  They  and  most  of  the  others  of  those  on  the  bus  enjoyed  it  so  much 
that  they  agreed  to  take  the  same  bus  and  sing  their  way  to  the  next  day’s 
garden  in  Alabama.  Thereafter,  the  Singing  Bus  was  a  convention  feature, 
with  Doc  as  the  leader.  Sing  on,  Doc,  in  your  new  home. 


Gifts 

To  the  American  Iris  Society 

January  15,  1989  to  July  17,  1989 

MEMORIAL  GIFTS  FOR: 


Martha  Borne  (TX) 

New  Braunfels  Iris  Society  (TX) 
Helen  Brown  (TX) 

Benson  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Helen  Butt  (IL) 

Greater  St.  Louis  Iris  Society 
(MO) 

Marie  Crownover  (OK) 

Paul  Gossett  (OK) 

Tulsa  Area  Iris  Society  (OK) 

Margarete  Green  (IL) 

The  Texoma  Iris  Society  (TX) 

Shuichi  Hirao  (JAPAN) 

Mary  Ann  Heacock  (CO) 

Eva  Hoik  (CA) 

Inland  Iris  Society  (CA) 

Frank  V.  Kalich  (NM) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Doonan  (NM) 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Krebs  (KY) 

Louisville  Area  Iris  Society  (KY) 
Richard  M.  Loper,  Jr.  (TX) 

Mrs.  Richard  M.  Loper,  Jr.  (TX) 

Ernest  G.  B.  Luscombe 
(ENGLAND) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L.  Hujsak  (OK) 
Bethel  Martin  (CO) 

Region  20,  AIS  (CO) 

Betty  Martin  (CO) 

Region  20,  AIS  (CO) 


Primrose  Nettles  (SC) 

South  Carolina  Iris  Society  (SC) 
Joe  Pereira  (CA) 

Sydney  B.  Mitchell  Iris  Society 
(CA) 

Gordon  W.  Plough  (WA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Karol  L.  Hujsak  (OK) 
Region  13,  AIS  (WA) 

Alma  C.  Rout  (CA) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  D.  Stayer  (OK) 
Nathan  Rudolph  (IL) 

Paul  and  Louise  Watts  (NY) 

Charles  Standard  (KS) 

Wichita  Area  Iris  Club  (KS) 

Stanley  (Sam)  Street  (MO) 

Greater  Kansas  City  Iris  Society 
(MO) 

Chet  Williams  (CA) 

Inland  Iris  Society  (CA) 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

ZULA  HANSON  (Minnesota) 

BARNEY  HOBBS  (Indiana) 


INTERNATIONAL  COMPETITION 
FOR  IRISES 
FLORENCE,  ITALY 

1989  Competition 


Premio  Firenze: 

1.  Dusky  Challenger  (Schreiners,  USA) 

2.  Early  Light  (Nora  Scopes,  G.B.) 

3.  Fiesta  Time  (Schreiners,  USA) 

4.  Loyalist  (Schreiners,  USA) 

5.  Breakers  (Schreiners,  USA) 

6.  Commander  in  Chief  (Franklin  Carr,  USA) 

7.  Golden  Icon  (Franklin  Carr,  USA) 

8.  Sweet  Musette  (Schreiners,  USA) 

9.  Burning  Bush  (Les  Donnell,  Australia) 

10.  Connatella  (Franklin  Carr,  USA) 

Border  Bearded  Awards 

1.  Shenanigan  (Keith  Keppel,  USA) 

Special  Awards 

Premio  Regione  Toscana,  for  the  hybridizer  with  the  most  winning  varieties  in 
the  top  five:  SCHREINERS,  USA 

Premio  Comune  di  Firenze,  for  the  best  red:  TINTANARA  (Les  Donnell,  Aus¬ 
tralia) 

Premio  Camera  di  Commercio,  for  the  most  commercial  variety:  SWEET 
MUSETTE  (Schreiners,  USA) 

Coppa  Louise  Branch,  for  variety  with  the  best  branching:  GOLDEN  ICON 
(Franklin  Carr,  USA) 

Coppa  Piaggio,  for  the  best  early  variety:  INSTRUCTOR  (Sterling  Innerst, 
USA) 

Coppa  Alba  Balbi  Valier,  for  the  best  pink:  SUSANNA  SURPRISED  (Nora 
Scopes,  G.  B.) 

Coppa  del  Garden  Club  di  Firenze,  for  most  original  color:  OKTOBERFEST 
(Bill  Maryott,  USA) 

Best  Garden  Variety:  FIESTA  TIME  (Schreiners,  USA) 

Most  Fragrant  Variety:  Breakers  (Schreiners,  USA) 

Coppa  Garden  Club  di  Arezzo,  for  the  best  late  blooming  variety  in  1988: 
EVER  AFTER  (Keith  Keppel,  USA) 
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IRIS  SLIDES  FOR  RENT 

AIS  offers  a  number  of  sets  of  iris  slides  for  rental  to  members,  each  consisting  of 
approximately  100  35mm  slides.  These  provide  excellent  programs  for  both  iris  so¬ 
cieties  and  garden  clubs. 

SLIDE  SETS  AVAILABLE  FOR  1990 

THE  NEWEST  IN  IRISES:  1987  through  1990  introductions — mostly  TB,  but  contains 

some  other  types. 

RECENT  AWARD  WINNERS:  HM  and  AM  winners— 1986  thru  1989. 

THE  POPULARITY  POLL:  Favorite  irises  as  reflected  by  the  1990  AIS  Symposium. 
RECENT  BEAUTIES:  Recent  introductions  which  have  not  as  yet  won  the  HM 

award — mostly  TB,  but  includes  other  types. 

TYPES  OTHER  THAN  TALL  BEARDED:  Bearded  and  beardless — arranged 

basically  in  blooming  sequence. 

RELIABLES:  Mostly  past  award  winners  of  various  types — especially  suited  for 
newer  iris  societies  and  garden  clubs. 

1988  OKLAHOMA  CITY  CONVENTION 

1989  MEMPHIS  CONVENTION 

To  Order:  Requests  for  slides  should  be  made  well  in  advance  of  requested  date, 
preferably  six  to  eight  weeks.  If  optional,  specify  alternate  sets  and/or 
dates.  Clearly  print  name  and  mailing  address  to  whom  slides  are  to  be 
sent.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  payable  to  AIS.  Only  one  set  allowed  per 
specific  request  date.  AIS  Affiliate  Societies  are  entitled  to  one  free  set  per 
calendar  year.  Slide  sets  are  to  be  returned  next  day  after  showing  by  FIRST 
CLASS/PRIORITY  mail. 

Send  check  with  request  to: 

Howard  Shockey,  Chairman 

Slides  Committee 

4611  Rio  Grande  Lane,  N.W. 

Albuquerque,  N.M.  87107 


SECTION  SLIDES  AVAILABLE 

The  various  Sections  of  AIS  also  have  slide  sets  available  for  rent,  featuring  irises  of 
each  respective  group.  Rental  fee  is  $5.00  per  set,  unless  noted  otherwise.  Requests 
for  these  slide  sets  should  be  submitted 

ARILS  AND  ARILBREDS:  Order  from  Clay  H.  Osborne,  16789  Spring  Creek  Rd., 

Applegate,  CA  95703 — April  15  through  October  14:  and 
47806  Fiesta,  Indio,  CA  92201 — October  15  through 
April  14.  Check  to  Aril  Society  International. 

DWARFS:  Good  for  rock  gardens.  Order  from  Dorothy  Willott,  26231  Shaker  Blvd., 
Beechwood,  OH  44122.  Check  to  DIS. 

JAPANESE:  Order  from  John  Coble,  9823  E.  Michigan  Ave.,  Galesburg,  Ml  49053. 
Check  to  Japanese  Iris  Society. 

LOUISIANAS:  Order  from  LaVera  Burkett,  1100  N.  Ella  St.,  Searcy,  AR  72143.  Check 
to  LISA. 

MEDIANS:  Standard  Dwarf,  Intermediate,  Miniature  TB,  and  Border  Bearded. 

Order  from  Terry  Aitken,  608  N.W.  119th  St.,  Vancouver,  WA  98685. 
Check  to  MIS. 

SIBERIANS:  Order  from  Thomas  Abrego,  PO.  Box  693,  Newberg,  OR  97132.  Check 
to  Society  for  Siberian  Irises. 

SPECIES:  Several  sets  available — one  relates  to  judging  aspects.  Order  from  Helga 
Andrews,  11  Maple  Ave.,  Sudbury,  MA  01776.  Check  to  SIGNA. 
SPURIAS:  To  order,  contact  Ray  M.  John,  1004  Springfield,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76112. 


79 


Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Directors’  Meeting 

The  Peabody  Hotel  April  29  and  30, 1989 

Memphis,  Tennessee 

The  regular  spring  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  American  Iris  Society  was  called  to 
order  at  2  p.m.,  April  29,  1989,  by  President  Rasmussen.  Present  at  the  various  sessions  were 
President  Rasmussen;  Immediate  Past  President  and  Editor  Mullin;  Past  President  Stahly;  1st  Vice 
President  K.  Waite;  2nd  Vice  President  and  Recording  Secretary  Barr;  Secretary  J.  Stayer;  Treasurer 
Corlew;  Registrar  and  Advertising  Editor  Nelson;  Publication  Sales  Director  C.  Lack;  Photo  Coordi¬ 
nator  L.  Stayer;  Directors  Copeland,  Crick,  Gates,  Gristwood,  E.  Hobbs,  Lineberger,  W.  Machulak, 
and  Rice-Waters;  Committee  Chairmen  Harder,  McEwen,  and  Shockey;  AIS  Foundation  Liaison 
Pettijohn  and  Trustee  Holloway;  RVPs  A.  Waite  (1),  Innerst  (3),  Zurbrigg  (4),  Gaines  (5),  Morgan  (6), 
Christopher  (7),  Koza  (8),  Wilhoit  (9),  Aitken  (13),  McWhirter  (14),  Strane  (15),  McMillen  (16),  Howard 
(17),  Szmuriga  (19),  Claussen  (21),  and  Jamieson  (22),  RVP  Representatives  Townsend  (18), 
Wiekhorst  (20),  and  Gilliam  (24);  Section  Representatives  J.  Fry  (DIS),  B.  Hobbs  (SSI),  R.  John  (SIS), 
and  C.  Rigby  (SIGNA);  Aril  Society  International  Representative  Flanagan;  1989  Convention 
Chariman  Browne;  1990  Convention  Co-chairmen  H.  and  0.  Wulf;  and  guests  Cronin  (6),  Luna  and 
Vogt  (7),  Cooper,  Duvall,  and  A.  Machulak  (8),  Kinsella  and  Kupstis  (9),  Erickson  and  T.  Rigby  (14), 
Caillet,  H.  John,  Lee,  and  Stanley  (17),  L.  Fry,  Hedgecock,  and  I,  Rasmussen  (18),  Noe  (19),  Kuesel 
(20),  and  K.  Lack  (22). 

President  Rasmussen  welcomed  those  present  and  spoke  of  the  past  year  as  a  better  year  with 
fewer  problems;  cooperation  on  the  part  of  everyone  made  all  jobs  easier.  Meeting  procedures  were 
explained:  only  Board  members  may  vote,  but  anyone  may  speak  up  in  the  discussions;  the  spring 
meeting  consists  mostly  of  committee  reports,  with  less  business  taking  place  than  at  the  fall 
meeting.  Rasmussen  called  for  introductions  and  asked  everyone  to  sign  the  attendance  sheet. 

The  minutes  of  the  fall  Board  meeting  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  published  in  the  AIS  BULLETIN  #272, 
were  approved  with  two  corrections:  p.  94,  to  “.  .  .  salaries  of  the  BULLETIN  Editor  and  the 
Membership  Secretary  be  increased  $600  each  .  .  add  “per  year;’’  p.  90,  in  the  report  of  the 
Historical  Committee  Chairman,  delete,  "Harder  has  four  complete  sets  of  the  AIS  BULLETIN  in  the 
AIS  library."  Substitute,  “The  AIS  currently  has  two  sets  of  AIS  BULLETINS,  and  Harder  has  two  sets. 
One  of  the  latter  will  eventually  go  to  the  AIS,  the  other  to  the  Region  21  library." 

President  Rasmussen  reported  that  there  had  been  no  interim  Board  action.  The  Executive 
Committee  had  acted  in  the  interim  to  increase  to  $6000  the  amount  authorized  for  purchase  of  the 
RHS  Colour  Charts  in  order  that  Secretary  Stayer  might  order  150  of  the  charts  at  the  discounted 
price. 

Rasmussen  has  asked  Dorothy  and  Earl  Hall  of  Ohio  to  investigate  plans  for  the  International 
Flower  and  Garden  Exposition  to  be  held  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1992. 

The  President  explained  that  a  personnel  problem  at  the  computer  department  of  the  American 
Horticultural  Society,  which  supplies  the  AIS  with  mailing  labels,  has  caused  a  delay  in  the  mailing 
of  the  April  issue  of  the  BULLETIN,  and  other  delays  as  well.  The  labels  will  be  printed  in  the  office  of 
Membership  Secretary  Ramsey  as  soon  as  possible. 

Secretary  Stayer  stated  that  she  had  distributed  copies  of  a  new  telephone  log  to  the  Board 
members  and  RVPs.  She  has  been  contacted  by  a  number  of  regions,  sections,  and  societies 
asking  for  information  on  using  the  AIS  tax  number.  Each  group  has  been  told  that  this  is  not 
allowed;  each  group  must  apply  separately  for  its  own  tax  number.  Stayer  reported  much  interesting 
correspondence,  with  iris  growers  in  Poland  and  West  Germany,  and  with  students  and  others 
requesting  copies  of  AIS  materials  at  no  charge. 

Stayer  had  been  approached  by  a  company  wishing  to  produce  a  video  for  the  AIS  and  saying 
that  it  could  be  a  very  profitable  and  educational  venture.  The  consensus  was  that  the  AIS  is  not 
ready  at  this  time  to  make  a  video  but  that  a  file  on  videos  should  be  kept  for  future  reference.  Stayer 
had  been  approached,  also,  by  a  travel  consultant  who  wanted  to  put  together  a  tour  of  gardens  in 
Italy  to  coincide  with  the  time  of  the  International  Competition  in  Florence,  the  tour  to  be  sponsored 
by  the  AIS.  It  was  felt  that  the  AIS  should  not  sponsor  tours,  but  that  the  travel  consultant  may  place 
an  ad  in  the  BULLETIN  concerning  such  a  tour. 

Copies  of  a  letter  from  Attorney  Glenn  Spain  were  distributed  to  Board  members,  along  with 
copies  of  a  contract,  an  "attorney-client  fee  agreement."  Board  members  were  asked  to  read  these 
and  to  be  prepared  to  discuss  them  later  in  the  meeting.  Stayer  stated  that  she  would  check  with  the 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  about  dues  to  be  paid  by  the  AIS  inasmuch  as  none  had  been  paid 
since  the  new  Articles  of  Incorporation  were  approved. 

The  secretary  stated  that  she  has  a  new  American  Airlines  contract  in  hand:  40%  off  full  day 
coach  fare,  or  5%  off  the  lowest  super  saver  fare;  each  person  must  ask  for  this  lower  fare,  as  the 
information  will  not  usually  be  given  otherwise.  It  was  suggested  that  there  be  a  page  in  the 
BULLETIN,  possibly  in  October,  explaining  the  details  of  the  new  contract.  The  new  star  file  number 
is  16z9rj.  The  contract  includes  Canada,  except  that  the  discount  there  will  be  35%.  Corlew  moved 
that  the  contract  be  approved.  Waite  seconded.  The  motion  passed. 

Following  a  ten-minute  break  at  3:05  pm,  Stayer  presented  the  facts  and  figures  concerning  the 
purchase  of  the  RHS  Colour  Charts.  The  final  cost  for  150  charts  came  to  $5,541.30;  mailing  and 
insurance  costs  would  bring  the  break-even  selling  price  to  $40.05.  Stayer  recommended  and 
moved  that  the  selling  price  by  $42.  Copeland  seconded.  The  feeling  during  discussion  was  that  a 
price  of  $45  would  be  more  realistic  in  view  of  ever-rising  mailing  costs  and  other  uncertain  factors. 
Stayer  and  Copeland  withdrew  the  motion  and  second.  Barr  moved  that  the  charts  be  sold  for  $45. 
Corlew  seconded.  The  motion  was  approved. 

Stayer  thanked  the  sections,  the  societies,  and  the  regions  for  sending  their  publications  to  her 
and  giving  her  closer  contact  with  the  people  involved.  The  secretary  announced,  also,  that  Ponca 
City,  Oklahoma,  is  sponsoring  an  Iris  Festival  on  May  6,  this  year.  On  May  6,  the  Post  Office  will  use 
ar,  , is  cancellation  commemorating  this  festival.  Stayer  has  sent  to  each  Board  member  a  note 
which  will  be  mailed  on  this  date  and  will  bear  this  cancellation. 

A  temporary  report  from  Membership  Secretary  Ramsey  was  read.  The  interim  membership 
report  will  be  mailed  to  officers,  directors,  chairmen,  RVPs,  and  section  presidents  as  soon  as  the 
report  is  finished.  Ramsey  expressed  regret  at  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  label  problem. 

Rasmussen  brought  up  again  the  subject  of  the  letter  and  the  contract  from  Attorney  Spain.  It  was 
decided  to  delay  further  discussion  until  tomorrow.  Board  members  were  asked  again  to  read  and 
study  these  documents. 

Treasurer  Corlew  distributed  copies  of  the  interim  financial  report,  noting  that  he  had  brought  fifty 
copies  so  that  everyone  might  have  one.  The  report  will  be  discussed  later  in  the  meeting  when 
everyone  has  had  a  chance  to  review  it. 

BULLETIN  editor  Mullin  reported  that  the  April  issue  has  been  ready  since  April  17,  but  there  have 
been  no  mailing  labels;  and  aside  from  the  delay  in  getting  the  BULLETIN  to  the  members,  a  delay 
causes  a  storage  problem  with  the  printer.  Concerning  the  Ponca  City  Iris  Festival,  stamp  collectors 
interested  in  having  a  letter  with  the  iris  cancellation  may  send  a  self-addressed  letter  with  the 
proper  postage  under  cover  to  the  postmaster  at  Ponca  City  to  have  it  mailed  on  May  6. 

Mullin  asked  Policy  Chairman  Barr  to  check  current  policy  on  publishing  obituaries  in  the 
BULLETIN,  stating  that  the  Board  may  wish  to  consider  the  policy  and  make  some  changes  in  it. 

Mullin  then  thanked  Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice-Waters  for  providing  color  separations  for 
some  BULLETIN  covers  and  commented  on  some  of  the  correspondence  he  receives  as  editor. 
Articles  for  the  publication  are  always  needed,  and  Mullin  encourages  members  to  submit  their 
articles  to  him.  His  goal  is  to  have  something  on  all  types  of  irises  in  every  issue. 

Advertising  Editor  Nelson  reported  that  the  April  issue  of  the  BULLETIN  contains  a  large  number 
of  ads,  approximately  47  pages.  As  Registrar,  Nelson  reported  that  the  1988  Registrations  and 
Introductions  booklet  has  been  printed,  and  the  1979  Checklist  has  been  reprinted.  So  far  this  year, 
389  new  irises  have  been  registered;  Nelson  is  still  working  on  the  1989  introductions,  but  so  far,  250 
have  been  recorded. 

Publication  Sales  Director  Lack  reported  sales  comparable  to  1988,  particularly  with  the  Check¬ 
lists  for  1969  and  1979  and  the  Handbook  forjudges.  There  are  still  requests  for  the  1959  Checklist. 
The  notecards  have  not  sold  well.  There  was  discussion  about  a  possible  change  in  billing  policy, 
but  no  action  was  taken.  There  was  discussion  also  about  the  number  of  BULLETINS  printed.  It  was 
suggested  that  perhaps  the  order  should  be  increased.  There  is  a  formula  for  ordering,  based  on 
the  number  of  members.  No  action  was  taken. 

At  4:10  pm,  Rasmussen  declared  the  meeting  recessed  until  9  a.m.  Sunday,  April  30  and 
reminded  RVPs,  section  presidents,  and  judges’  training  chairmen,  or  their  representatives,  to 
attend  their  respective  meetings  in  the  evening. 

The  meeting  was  resumed  at  9  a.m.  Sunday,  with  President  Rasmussen  repeating  the  instructions 
of  the  day  before  concerning  meeting  procedures.  Newcomers  were  asked  to  sign  the  attendance 
sheet. 
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The  first  item  of  business  was  a  return  to  the  discussion  of  the  contract  with  Attorney  Spain.  Stayer 
moved  that  the  Board  accept  Mr.  Spain’s  contract.  Barr  seconded.  Machulak  proposed  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  motion,  that  the  vote  be  delayed  until  Board  members  can  have  the  time,  perhaps  two 
weeks,  to  study  and  check  the  contract.  Hobbs  seconded.  Voting  on  the  amendment  was  by  a 
show  of  hands,  and  the  amendment  was  vetoed.  After  discussion,  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

There  was  discussion  on  the  interim  financial  report  which  had  been  distributed  earlier  by  the 
treasurer.  Machulak  moved  that  in  the  future  the  report  should  be  sent  to  Board  members  ten  days 
ahead  of  time  so  that  they  would  have  the  time  to  study  it  before  the  meeting.  The  motion  died  for 
lack  of  a  second. 

Section  Liaison  Lineberger  reported  that  all  sections  except  one  were  represented  at  the  meeting 
the  night  before,  most  by  the  section  president.  The  sections  are  continuing  to  grow,  and  as  they 
grow  they  are  becoming  better  organized.  Most  sections  now  need  more  space  scheduled  for 
Board  meetings  at  conventions.  The  sections  would  like  to  have  the  AIS  continue  to  receive  section 
dues  for  them,  but  they  do  not  wish  to  increase  the  work  load  of  the  Membership  Secretary.  Carl 
Boswell,  president  of  the  Median  Iris  Society,  was  elected  to  represent  the  sections  on  the  1990 
Personnel  Committee. 

Affiliates  Chairman  Copeland  thanked  all  the  RVPs  for  the  work  they  do  in  checking  on  the 
membership  status  of  affiliate  officers,  and  he  particularly  thanked  those  who  get  their  reports  to 
him  ahead  of  the  deadline.  At  this  time  there  are  approximately  135  affiliates.  Any  affiliates  sending 
reports  to  the  chairman  between  now  and  July  15  will  be  listed  in  the  October  BULLETIN. 

Awards  Chairman  Waite  reported  that  ballots  were  sent  to  963  accredited  judges  (945  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  and  18  overseas)  with  2277  varieties  listed.  The  Judges’  Training 
Chairman  was  sent  ballots  for  115  apprentices.  The  1990  Symposium  copy  was  sent  to  the  AIS 
BULLETIN  editor  listing  422  varieties.  There  are  18  silver  medals  on  hand  in  the  safe  deposit  box. 
Expenditures  were  $616.92.  One  thousand  Honorable  Mention  Certificates  and  two  hundred  Award 
of  Merit  Equivalent  Certificates  have  been  printed,  as  authorized,  at  an  additional  cost  of  $146.  Two 
maintenance  items:  the  base  of  the  Payne  Cup  is  loose  and  there  is  no  room  on  the  Walther  Cup  for 
future  engraving.  Waite  will  check  the  cups  and  take  care  of  whatever  needs  to  be  done. 

Mrs.  Jennifer  Hewitt,  editor  of  the  British  Iris  Society  publication,  has  asked  Waite  to  write  an 
article  on  the  AIS  awards  system,  which  he  will  do.  Waite  asked  for  a  clarification,  as  a  result  of  an 
inquiry  from  Mrs.  Hewitt,  on  policy  concerning  AIS  garden  awards  at  conventions.  After  discussion, 
Corlew  moved  that  irises  sent  from  abroad  for  conventions  be  eligible  for  the  Franklin  Cook  Cup  and 
the  Favorite  Guest  Irises  list,  provided  they  have  been  registered  and  introduced.  Gates  seconded. 
The  motion  carried. 

Exhibitions  Chairman  Hobbs  stated  that  170  show  schedules  have  been  approved  and  that 
requests  for  approval  are  still  coming  in.  Region  15  RVP  Strane  spoke  up  to  thank  Hobbs  and  to  say 
that  affiliates  in  Region  15  are  most  happy  with  the  cooperation  they  have  received  from  the 
Exhibitions  Chairman. 

Historical  Committee  Chairman  Harder  reported  normal  activity  with  regional  publications  and 
current  catalogs  coming  into  the  library.  Harder  is  working  closely  with  the  RVPs,  especially  the  new 
ones,  and  with  the  new  Historical  Iris  Preservation  Society,  and  he  is  supplying  the  Society  for 
Japanese  Irises  with  duplicates  of  old  catalogs  which  they  have  been  wanting  for  their  society.  He 
hopes  that  when  visitors  to  the  AIS  convention  next  year  come  to  his  garden  they  will  take  the  time  to 
also  visit  the  library  and  take  a  look  at  the  archives.  McEwen  took  this  opportunity  to  say  that  the 
Historical  Committee  Chairman  had  been  a  wonderful  source  of  help  to  him  in  locating  materials 
and  to  ask  whether  the  library  would  like  to  receive  hybridizers’  notebooks.  The  question  was 
answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Judges’  Training  Chairman  Crick  announced  that  the  judges’  program  has  lost  ten  judges  since 
the  fall  Board  meeting.  The  committee  is  still  working  on  a  proposal  concerning  Master  judges  and 
hopes  to  have  it  ready  by  fall.  The  motion  passed  at  the  time  of  the  Awards  Chairman’s  report  will 
cause  a  revision  in  one  of  the  pages  of  the  Handbook  for  Judges. 

Stayer  read  the  report  of  Membership  Contest  Chairman  Kearney.  The  first  place  winner  in  the 
division  for  individuals  was  W.  W.  Vines,  of  Region  7,  with  775  points.  In  second  place  was  Bryce 
Williamson,  of  Region  14,  with  400  points,  and  in  third  place  was  Mrs.  Richard  Averitt,  of  Region  7, 
with  385  points.  The  winner  of  the  division  for  affiliates  was  The  Southern  Kentucky  Iris  Society,  of 
Region  7,  with  1830  points.  Individuals  should  remember  that  in  sending  Membership  Contest 
information  to  the  chairman  they  should  use  their  names  exactly  as  they  appear  in  the  AIS 
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membership  list;  otherwise,  the  number  of  points  to  be  credited  to  an  individual  may  be  split 
between  two  names  though  only  one  person  is  responsible.  Rules  for  the  Membership  Contest  may 
be  found  each  year  in  the  April  BULLETIN. 

Policy  Chairman  Barr  reported  on  progress  thus  far  in  determining  AIS  policy  from  searching 
minutes  of  past  Board  meetings,  and  asked  whether  there  would  be  any  merit  in  sending  to  each 
Board  member  a  complete  copy  of  the  information  found.  (Stayer,  as  secretary,  will  have  a  complete 
copy.)  After  discussion,  Rasmussen  asked  that  all  material  for  any  given  topic  be  sent  to  the 
chairman,  committee,  or  group  associated  with  that  topic;  these  statements  can  then  be  sorted  and 
studied,  after  which  recommendations  can  be  brought  to  the  Board  as  to  changes  which  need  to  be 
made.  This  is  particularly  important  in  the  areas  of  judging  and  awards. 

Public  Relations  Chairman  Rice-Waters  announced  that  a  new  traveling  case  for  the  AIS  Display 
Screen  has  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $166.  The  screen  itself  has  new  pictures,  at  a  cost  of  $673. 
Iris  books,  such  as  the  recently  published  book  on  Louisiana  irises,  and  magazine  articles  about 
irises  continue  to  give  good  exposure  and  publicity.  Modern  Maturity  Magazine  will  soon  carry  an 
article  featuring  the  McEwen  garden  in  Maine.  The  chairman  reported  on  the  species  iris  flyer 
(designed  to  promote  the  iris  postage  stamp)  giving  estimates  on  printing,  color  separations, 
design,  etc.,  from  Dai  Nippon,  of  Japan,  and  from  Suburban  Press,  of  Hayward,  California,  and 
recommended,  in  the  form  of  a  motion,  that  the  domestic  Suburban  Press  be  used.  Copeland 
seconded.  The  motion  carried.  The  size  of  the  flyer  will  be  determined  after  the  pictures  have  been 
chosen.  The  estimate  from  the  Japanese  publisher  for  the  1990  calendar  is  only  $100  more  than  last 
year.  This  does  not  need  approval,  as  it  is  in  the  budget.  Rice-Waters  recommended  that  unsold 
calendars  be  used  as  giveaways  at  fall  flower  shows;  she  suggested  that  in  the  future  the  calendars 
be  sold  through  the  Publication  Sales  Director’s  office  and  listed  as  an  AIS  sales  item,  and  she 
thanked  Mullin  for  his  cooperation  in  advertising  the  calendar  on  the  back  page  of  the  BULLETIN 
and  for  all  his  help  in  mailing  the  calendars  through  the  years. 

Following  a  ten-minute  break,  Rice-Waters  called  attention  to  the  note  cards  mentioned  by  Lack 
in  his  report.  A  packet  was  displayed,  and  it  was  announced  that  the  Publication  Sales  Director  has 
packets  available  at  the  convention. 

Stayer  read  a  report  from  Registrations  Committee  Chairman  Keppel.  One  question  had  arisen, 
the  possibility  of  assigning  and  publishing  a  permanent  identifying  number  to  each  iris  clone 
registered.  This  would  aid  in  computerized  data  programs  and  specifically  in  genealogy  programs. 
If  the  Board  feels  the  use  of  such  a  number  would  be  advantageous,  it  should  be  possible  to  use  the 
registration  application  number  now  used  by  the  Registrar.  Inclusion  of  this  number  with  the  varietal 
description  in  the  registration  and  introduction  supplement  would  satisfy  the  requirement  for  current 
registration.  The  report  continued,  saying  that  inasmuch  as  the  duties  of  the  Registrations  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairman  are  so  few,  Keppel  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  Board  consider  making  the  Registrar 
the  automatic  chairman  of  the  Registrations  Committee.  Keppel  stated  further  that  he  would  be 
happy  to  assist  in  any  way  requested  as  a  member  of  the  committee.  The  consensus  was  that  this 
was  a  good  idea  but  that  no  action  was  needed,  as  the  President  could  make  the  change  in  the 
committee.  No  action  was  taken  at  this  time  on  the  question  of  assigning  a  number  to  each 
registered  iris. 

Robins  Chairman  Badger’s  report,  read  by  Stayer,  listed  15  divisions,  56  flights,  and  547 
members. 

Scientific  Committee  Chairman  McEwen  reported  fewer  than  usual  inquiries  and  no  requests  for 
grant  support.  The  North  Shore  Iris  and  Daylily  Society  of  the  Chicago  area  has  made  a  grant  to  the 
Scientific  Committee  in  support  of  the  project  started  by  the  late  Homer  Metcalf.  Because  of 
President  Rasmussen’s  particular  interest  in  the  continuation  of  this  project,  McEwen  has  asked 
Rasmussen  to  be  responsible  for  using  the  gift  in  the  best  way  to  support  that  undertaking.  McEwen 
reported  also  on  news  from  the  research  project  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  which  is  funded  by  the  AIS 
Foundation.  It  is  believed  that  scorch  in  bearded  irises  is  caused  by  mycoplasmas.  Research 
needs  to  be  continued  with  beardless  irises. 

Scholarship  Committee  Chairman  Gristwood  reported  that  from  applications  sent  to  140  colleges 
there  were  16  entries.  The  committee  chose  five  to  consider.  The  first  choice  was  Todd  Stanislav  of 
the  University  of  Kansas.  Gristwood  recommended  that  the  committee’s  choice  be  accepted.  Waite 
seconded.  Todd  Stainslav  was  approved.  Gristwood  explained  some  problems  which  occurred 
with  last  year's  scholarship  recipient.  There  was  discussion  about  instructions  to  recipients,  meth¬ 
ods  of  delivering  checks,  and  acknowledgement  of  the  receipt  of  the  checks. 
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Rasmussen  reported  for  Slides  Chairman  Shockey  who  was  attending  another  convention 
meeting.  The  slides  program  is  going  well,  with  about  the  same  number  of  sets  in  use  as  before;  on 
one  occasion  a  set  was  kept  too  long,  making  it  impossible  to  get  the  set  to  the  next  group  on  time. 
New  slides  are  needed  to  update  the  sets,  and  the  chairman  asks  members  to  send  duplicates  of 
good  slides  to  him  for  use  in  the  slides  program. 

Youth  Committee  Chairman  Gates  announced  that  the  winner  of  the  Clarke  Cosgrove  Memorial 
Award  for  Youth  Achievement  is  Louise  Anne  Watson,  from  Milledgeville,  Georgia,  (Region  5).  The 
runner-up  is  Daniel  Watson,  also  of  Milledgeville,  Georgia.  Both  winner  and  runner-up  will  be  at  the 
convention  on  Wednesday  and  will  attend  the  awards  banquet. 

AIS  Foundation  Liaison  Pettijohn  reported  that  contributions,  interest,  etc.,  fell  from  $11,400  last 
year  to  $9500  this  year;  grants  paid  out  went  from  $21 ,350  to  $32,300.  All  in  all,  the  balance  dropped 
from  $89,100  to  $65,700.  As  a  result,  there  will  be  fewer  grants  awarded  for  a  while.  A  request  for  a 
grant  to  study  Dutch  irises  was  discouraged,  not  only  because  of  the  scarcity  of  funds,  but  because 
it  was  felt  there  was  a  lack  of  interest  in  funding  research  on  bulbous  irises.  The  Jay  and  Marian 
Ackerman  Essay  Contest  is  underway.  The  first  winner  is  Sue  Copeland  of  Region  6  This  contest 
will  continue  for  another  nine  years. 

The  Foundation’s  three  research  projects  are  coming  to  a  close.  The  research  at  the  University  of 
Nebraska:  the  thesis  will  be  written  and  published  in  July.  A  copy  will  be  sent  to  Harder  for  the  AIS 
library.  Research  at  the  University  of  Iowa,  mentioned  earlier  by  McEwen:  two  methods  of  treatment 
have  been  used  for  scorch  and  have  received  almost  100%  success.  The  results  of  this  research  will 
be  published.  The  third  project,  research  on  Louisiana  irises:  hoping  to  get  a  further  grant  from  the 
government.  They  have  been  very  successful  in  research  on  the  genetics  of  the  Louisiana  iris. 
Researcher  Bobby  Bennett  will  attend  the  LISA  meeting  and  will  speak. 

The  Foundation’s  Helen  McCaughey  library  needs  gifts  of  old  iris  books.  Contributions  are  tax 
deductible.  The  library  is  currently  being  held  by  Historical  Chairman  Harder.  Donors  should 
contact  Pettijohn  before  sending  any  books  to  be  sure  the  Foundation  does  not  already  have  them. 

RVP  Counselor  Machulak  read  a  list  of  topics  compiled  at  the  RVP  meeting  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Board:  1)  the  status  of  the  average  AIS  member;  2)  management  by  the  membership  rather 
than  by  the  Board;  3)  possibility  of  RVPs  being  given  a  vote;  4)  enough  copies  of  reports  for 
everyone  at  Board  meetings;  5)  furnishing  RVPs  with  personalized  imprinted  stationery;  6)  helping 
aging  members  to  stay  active;  7)  how  to  keep  new  members;  8)  how  to  get  a  tax  numer;  9)  lack  of 
participation  by  RVPs  at  Board  meetings;  10)  what  to  do  about  Board  members  who  do  not  actively 
participate  or  attend  Board  meetings  regularly.  The  Counselor  announced  that  Ralph  Strane, 
Region  15,  was  elected  RVP  Chairman;  Barbara  Aitken,  Region  13,  was  elected  Secretary;  and 
Sterling  Innerst,  Region  3,  and  James  McWhirter,  Region  14.  will  serve  as  RVP  Representatives  on 
the  1990  Personnel  Committee. 

Machulak  moved  that  RVPs  be  provided  with  stationery  imprinted  with  name  and  address. 
Corlew  seconded.  After  discussion,  Machulak  moved  that  the  motion  be  amended  to  include 
officers,  directors,  RVPs,  and  committee  chairmen  Corlew  seconded  the  amendment.  The  amend¬ 
ment  was  approved.  In  discussion,  Stayer  stated  that  stationery  is  ordered  only  once  a  year,  and  the 
announcement  is  made  each  year  at  the  fall  Board  meeting.  For  each  person  500  sheets  and  500 
envelopes  are  ordered.  Stationery  is  ordered  for  new  RVPs  each  year  (in  recent  years  RVP  stationery 
has  not  been  imprinted);  anyone,  including  RVPs,  who  needs  more  stationery  should  place  an  order 
with  Stayer  no  later  than  the  fall  Board  meeting,  preferably  before  the  meeting  The  RVP  Counselor 
should  remind  RVPs  to  place  their  orders  each  year.  If  the  motion  just  made  is  passed,  Stayer  will 
provide  each  new  RVP  with  the  standard  amount  of  stationery,  imprinted  with  the  name  and  address 
provided  by  the  RVP  Counselor  at  the  fall  Board  meeting.  RVPs  should  be  sure  that  their  names  and 
addresses  on  this  list  are  correct  and  current.  The  motion  was  brought  to  a  vote  and  passed. 

Machulak  thanked  Mullin  for  his  help  and  support  at  the  RVP  meeting.  Rasmussen  thanked  the 
RVPs  for  the  list  of  concerns  and  stated  that  he  will  be  reading  and  studying  them  to  see  what  can 
be  done  to  implement  them.  The  bylaws  are  strict,  and  some  items  on  the  list  would  require  a 
change  in  the  structure  of  the  organization;  others  would  be  simple  to  solve  The  list  will  be  studied 
thoroughly  before  the  Board  meeting  in  the  fall. 

Stayer  read  a  report  from  Convention  Liaison  Williams  in  which  he  stated  that  correspondence 
with  the  Atlanta  convention  committee  indicates  that  everything  seems  to  be  in  good  order  there. 
Rasmussen  stated  that  other  matters  mentioned  in  the  report  will  be  dealt  with  later. 

Mullin  asked  about  reprinting  the  Convention  Handbook.  Corlew  moved  that  thirty  copies  be 
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printed.  Copeland  seconded.  After  discussion,  Corlew  and  Copeland  amended  the  motion  to  one 
hundred  copies.  The  amendment  and  the  motion  carried. 

The  meeting  was  recessed  at  11:45  a  m.  for  lunch  and  reconvened  at  1:30  pm,  at  which  time 
reports  of  special  committees  were  heard. 

Stahly  stated  that  there  was  no  report  on  inter-relationships  within  the  AIS  because  at  this  time  the 
committee  has  not  received  the  information  to  be  studied. 

Stahly  then  reported  for  the  committee  (which  included  Keppel  and  Nelson)  charged  with 
establishing  a  definition  of  the  luminata  color  pattern.  The  committee  started  with  a  definition  stated 
by  the  Median  Iris  Society’s  Genetics  Study  Panel  in  “Luminata — Fancy  in  the  Altogether,”  AIS 
BULLETIN,  April,  1972.  The  committee  proposed  to  modify  this  definition  in  light  of  developments 
since  it  was  published.  These  developments  were  presented,  along  with  the  modified  definition  and 
some  descriptive  characteristics  of  the  luminata.  Barr  moved,  Rice-Waters  seconded,  that  the 
Board  accept  this  definition.  The  motion  carried.  Stahly  reported  that  the  committee  had  also  been 
asked  to  work  toward  standardization  of  color  pattern  terminology,  and  he  presented  the  beginning 
of  a  complete  glossary  of  color  pattern  terminology  in  irises.  The  committee  was  complimented  on 
its  work  thus  far,  and  it  will  continue  its  study.  The  definitions  will  be  published  at  a  later  date. 

Waite  reported  for  the  committee  to  study  a  proposed  change  in  the  awards  structure  for  SDBs  to 
increase  the  number  of  Awards  of  Merit  from  four  to  six.  The  committee,  on  which  Audrey  Machulak 
worked  with  Waite,  studied  the  number  of  HMs  awarded  in  recent  years  to  SDBs  and  concluded  that 
no  change  in  the  number  of  AMs  is  needed  at  this  time.  There  was  discussion  about  the  possibility 
of  increasing  the  number  of  votes  allowed  for  HMs,  but  the  consensus  was  that  the  Board  should 
wait  to  get  concrete  proposals  from  the  Median  Iris  Society. 

In  the  Convention  Liaison  report,  Williams  stated  that  he  had  not  done  anything  as  yet  about 
updating  BASIC  IRIS  CULTURE.  Rasmussen  will  look  into  this  matter  to  see  about  the  revision 
before  the  supply  of  the  original  booklets  is  gone. 

Under  unfinished  business,  Rasmussen  presented  a  report  from  Dr.  Norlan  C.  Henderson  who  is 
continuing  the  research  done  by  the  late  Dr.  Homer  Metcalf.  Rasmussen  stated  that  it  is  indeed 
fortunate  for  the  AIS  that  Dr.  Henderson  has  the  interest  in  irises  and  the  time  to  continue  this 
research,  and  he  asked  that  in  the  future  Dr.  Henderson’s  reports  go  directly  to  the  Scientific 
Committee.  Dr.  Henderson  does  not  need  any  funds  at  this  time. 

The  next  item  under  unfinished  business  was  an  update  on  the  anniversary  stamp.  Rasmussen 
spoke  of  his  research  on  iris  and  other  flower  stamps  and  of  the  hopes  and  plans  for  having  an  iris 
anniversary  stamp  for  1995. 

There  was  no  new  business. 

Rasmussen  proposed  that  Olive  Rice-Waters  and  James  Copeland  be  nominated  as  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Board  on  the  1990  Personnel  Committee.  Barr  moved  that  these  nominations  be 
accepted.  Waite  seconded.  The  motion  carried. 

Copeland  presented  the  report  of  the  1989  Personnel  Committee  for  nominations  for  the  Board  of 
Directors  with  terms  expiring  in  1992:  incumbents  Barr,  Hobbs,  and  Rice-Waters;  and  for  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  resignation  of  Waite,  James  Hummel  and  0.  D.  Niswonger.  There  were  no 
nominations  from  the  floor.  Rasmussen  called  for  an  adjournment  to  executive  session  to  consider 
the  nominations.  Following  executive  session,  Rasmussen  announced  that  the  nominees  are  Barr, 
Hobbs,  Niswonger,  and  Rice-Waters. 

Rasmussen  explained  the  tradition  of  naming  the  President-elect  at  the  spring  meeting  in  the  last 
year  of  the  term  of  the  current  president.  This  is  done  in  order  to  facilitate  a  smooth  transition  at  the 
November  meeting  and  to  allow  the  new  president  to  appoint  his  committee  chairmen  before  taking 
office  in  November. 

Machulak  moved  that  Waite  be  named  President-elect.  Rice-Waters  seconded.  Lineberger 
moved  that  the  nominations  be  closed.  Corlew  seconded.  Waite  was  unanimously  named  Presi¬ 
dent-elect. 

President  Rasmussen  announced  that  the  fall  Board  meeting  will  be  held  in  Wichita,  Kansas,  on 
November  3-5.  He  then  thanked  the  convention  committee  for  the  excellent  facilities  provided  and 
the  fine  hotel,  and  he  thanked  the  members  of  the  Memphis  Area  Iris  Society  for  hosting  the 
convention. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  3  p.m. 

Claire  Barr,  Recording  Secretary 
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ACME  IRIS  CARDENS 

Irises  by  George 

P.O.  Box  431 
Carson  City,  Ml  48811 

Descriptive  price  list  available 
after  April  15  for  $2.00 

ADAMGROVE 

Irises  and  Daylilies 


Attken's 
Salmon  Creek 
Garden 

608  NW 1 1 9  St.,  Vancouver,  WA.  98685 
Display  Garden  Open  to  Visitors 

(10  Miles  North  of  Portland) 


Medians 

Dwarfs 

Tails 

Species 

introducing  for 
Boswell,  Sindt,  Hobbs, 
Denkewitz,  &  Tankesley- Clarke 

Illustrated  Catalogue ,  $1.00 

damgrove 
Rte.  1 ,  Box  246 
California,  MO  65018 


ANDERSON  IRIS 
GARDENS 

22179  Keather  Ave.,  N. 
Forest  Lake,  Minn.  55025 

Over  500  varieties  of  Northern 
grown  TB  irises  at  reasonable 
prices.  Also  50  varieties  of  fine 
peonies. 

Send  50c  or  stamps 
for  catalog 


MDB,  SDB,  IB,  BB,  MTB 
TB,  PCN,  JA,  SIB,  GUESTS 

Top  Quality  Irises  by  the 
World's  Leading  Hybridizers 

Send  $1.00  for  Catalog  &  Map 


BEECH  CREEK 
FARM 

IRIS 

BEARDED  and  NONBEARDED 
price  list  on  request 
32428  CR  681 
BANGOR,  Ml  49013 
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BAY  VIEW  GARDENS 

of  Joseph  J.  Ghio 

1201  Bay  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  95060 

Send  $1.00  for  catalog  listing  the 
finest  in  Tall,  Louisiana,  Pacifica  and 
Spuria  irises. 


BROOK-PARK 
IRIS  GARDEN 

Ingeborg  Hempel 
6500  -  74!4  Ave.  North 
Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55428 


Featuring  MDB,  SDB,  IB,  MTB, 
BB  irises  and  more. 


Send  $1.00  for  catalog  refund¬ 
able  with  first  order. 


RANDY  &  SHELLEY  BROWN’S 
IRIS  GARDEN 

186  West  800  North 
Sunset,  Utah  84015 


SPECIALIZING  IN 
LOUISIANA  IRIS 
CATALOG  ON  REQUEST! 
LARGE  SELECTION  OF  CULTIVARS 
QUANTITY  PRICES  AVAILABLE 

ED  AND  RUSTY  OSTHEIMER 

P.O.  BOX  485 

HOUMA,  LOUISIANA  70361 
PHONE:  504-446-2329 


BILLIE’S  IRIS  GARDEN 

638  Ash  Street 
Walla  Walla,  WA  99362 
509/525-9534 

Wide  variety  of  tall  bearded  irises, 
old  and  new.  Reasonable  prices. 
Send  75$  in  stamps  tor  descriptive  list. 


BORBELETA  GARDENS,  INC. 

15974  Canby  Avenue,  AIS 
Faribault,  MN  55021 
Phone:  (507)  334-2807 

SDB  and  IB  I  rises.  Wholesale  and 


Send  First  class  stamp  for  descriptive 
price  list  of  newer  Tall  Bearded  Iris. 


BROWN’S 

SUNNYHILL  GARDENS 

Opal  L.  Brown 

"YOUR  ASSURANCE  OF  QUALITY- 

FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
MODERN  TALL  BEARDED  IRIS 

Catalog  on  request 
—  No  Color  — 

Route  3,  Box  102 
Milton-Freewater 
Oregon  97862 


Iris 

Daylilies 
Hosta 
Peonies 
Perennials 

Busse  Gardens 


Retail  Siberian  Irises,  5  acres,  newest 
and  latest  Lilies  and  Daylilies,  the 
very  newest  and  older  standbys. 


TJfii  &M,innetota  LPf*cnniaC  tPeofifc 

Rt.2  Box  238 

COKATO,  MINNESOTA  55321 


Send  $3 .00  for  a  full  natural  color 
catalog  to  the  above  address. 


Catalog  $2.00 
Deduct  on  First  Order 
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GEORGE  C.  BUSH 

CLEAN  SHAVEN  IRIS  (beardless) 

Featuring  Japanese,  Siberian  and  Species  irises.  Also 
Spurias  and  Louisian  as. 

Comprehensive  price  list  for  a  stamp. 

VISITORS  ALWAYS  WELCOME 
1739  Memory  Lane  Extd. ,  York,  PA  17402 
Ph.  717/755-0557 


CAL  DIXIE 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Largest  selection  of  quality  afford¬ 
able  bearded  irises  (New  and  old)  in 
Southern  California. 

Herb  arid  Sara  Hoik 
14115  Pear  St. 
Riverside,  CA  92504 

Catalog  on  request  after  March  15. 
Please  enclose  2  first  class  stamps. 


Wtarhigo  Japanese  Irises 
aiso  Siberian  Irises 
Daylilies,  Peonies,  Hostas. 
1 989  Catalog— $1 .00 
(refundable) 


COMANCHE  ACRES 
IRIS  GARDENS 

Route  lf  Box  258 
Gower,  MO  64454 

Quality  TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  LA, 
Bulb  type  irises  and  Daylilies  at 
reasonable  prices. 

Beautiful  New 
Color  Catalog  $2.00 

Refundable  with  order 


COOLEY’S  GARDENS,  INC. 

11553  Silverton  Rd.,  N.E. 

P.O.  Box  126 

SILVERTON,  OREGON  97381 

Incomparable  Iris  catalog  in  color 


cmm§  mm 

mmup 

15425  SW  Pleasant  Hill  Rd. 
Sherwood,  Oregon  97140 
503-625-7241 


CHEHALEM  GARDENS 

Tom  and  Ellen  Abrego 
P.  O.  Box  693  Newberg,  OR  97132 

SIBERIAN  AND  SPURIA  IRIS 


FEATURING  THE  FINEST  OF 
TALL  BEARDED  IRISES 
QUALITY  RHIZOMES 

Free  with  your  first  order  of  the  season 
and  to  our  recent  customers 

or 

Send  $2.00  for  the  catalog,  then 
deduct  it  from  your  first  catalog  order. 

COOPER’S  GARDEN 

212  West  County  Road  C 
Roseville,  MN  55113 


Descriptive  price  list 
available  upon  request 


CONTEMPORARY  GARDENS 

of  Perry  Dyer 

Box  534  Blanchard,  OK  73010 

I’m  back,  but  will  only  be  listing  Louisiana 
irises  this  year.  See  April  ad  for  my  1989 
median  introduction. 

Send  stamp  for  1989  price  list 


COLD-HARDY  IRISES 

Species,  Siberians 
and  Louisianas 

Also  Hemerocallis,  Wild 
Flowers  and  other  perennials 

Send  220  stamp  for  catalog 
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COTTAGE  GARDENS 

Featuring  introductions  of 

Bob  Brown,  Jim  Begley, 

Don  Denney,  Jim  McWhirter, 
Virginia  Messick  and 

DAVID  IRIS  FARM 

Rt.  1 ,  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa  5050 1 

Northern  Grown  Iris 

Newer  &  older  varieties — reasonable  prices 
TB— B  B— I B— SDB— MTB— M  DB 

Send  25c  stamp  for  list 

SDB  &  IB  Specials 

Vernon  Wood. 

—  Send  50c  for  catalog  — 

11314  Randolph  Road 
Wilton,  CA  95693 
916/687-6134 

ENCANTADA  GARDENS 
Ann  Wright 

Rebloomers,  Medians,  TBs 
Catalog  on  request 

Box  542,  Hatch,  NM  87937 

COUNTRY  VIEW 
GARDENS 

of  Barb  Gibson 

13253  McKeighan  Road 
Chesaning,  Ml  48616 

GROWERS  OF 

OVER  1,000  MEDIANS 

We  also  offer  MDBs,  TBs  and 
Siberians  at  reasonable  prices. 

/  M  ENSATA 

'  r  GARDENS 

Please  send  1st  class  stamp 
for  descriptive  price  list. 

Specialists  in  Japanese  Iris.  Catalog  of 
descriptions  with  culture  page  $2.00. 

9823  E.  Michigan  Ave. 
Galesburg,  Mich.  49053 

IRIS  and  COLLECTABLES 
Jim  and  Vicki  Craig 

16325  S.W.  113  Ave.,  Tigard.  OR  97224 
Tetraploids 

MTB — IB — B  B — TB 

Send  25  c  stamp  for 
descriptive  price  list 

Genotypes  Unlimited 

Specializing  in  Spurias 

Also,  Californicae 
(PCN's),  Tall  Bearded  and 
a  wide  range  of  seeds. 

D.  and  J.  Gardens 

7872  Howell  Prairie  Road,  N.E. 
Silverton,  OR  97381 

Introductions  of  Joyce  and  Duane  Meek 

See  our  ad  in  the  Spring  Bulletin 

No  catalog.  Write  for  prices  of  previous  intros 

B.  Charles  Jenkins 

41 8A  Cayuga  Street 

Salinas,  CA  93901 
(408)422-2486 

Send  stamp  for  price  list. 
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APPLIQUED  or  PAINTED  IRIS 

on  Sweatshirts  (’18)- 
Flags  -  Tote  Bags 

Send  SASE  for  List 

FOXES' IRIS  PATCH 

R.R.  5,  Box  382  Huron,  S.D. 

GRANDVIEW  IRIS  GARDENS 

Large  Selection  of  Quality  Irises 
Old  and  new  varieties  to  choose  from 


J  &  j  IRIS  GARDEN 

4867  Mission  Creek  Road 
Cashmere,  Washington  98815 

Introductions  of 
Jack  Boushay 

Tails  &  Medians 

THE  J— LOT  GARDENS 
of  Lottie  Ogles 


Reasonable  Prices 
Send  stamp  for  catalog 
HC  86  -  Box  91  Bayard,  NE  69334 

HAHN’S  RAINBOW 
IRIS  GARDEN 

200  N.  School 
Desloge,  MO  63601 

Reasonable  prices.  Lots  of  old  and  new 
TBs.  Also  Daylilies.  Catalog  $1.00  (de¬ 
ductible  from  your  first  order) 

HILDENBRANDT  S  IRIS  GARDENS 

HCR  84,  Box  4 — Lexington,  NE  68850 
Featuring  introductions  of  Mrs.  B.  Wolff 


1 1 56  N.  Main  Joshua,  Texas  76058 

Ph.  817-295-4074 

REBL00MING  SPECIALIST 

Catalog  listing  of  125  varieties 
also 

Extensive  listing  of  Spring  Bloomers 
Quality  high  -  prices  low 

Send  45C  stamp  for  lists  after 
March  1 


KEITH  KEPPEL 

P.O.  Box  8 1 73  Stockton,  CA  95208 


Catalog  on  request,  listing  1000  varieties  of 
SDB,  IB,  BB,  AB  and  TB  Irises.  Also,  Oriental 
Poppies,  Peonies  and  Hostas. 

ILLINI  IRIS 

D.  STEVE  VARNER 
N.  State  St.  Rd. 
Route  3,  Box  5 
Monticello,  IL  61856 
Phone  21 7-762-3446 
Hybridizer  and  Grower 

TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB,  and 
Siberian  Irises 
Tetraploid  Memerocallis 

Lilacs  and  Peonies  for  pickup  from 
nursery  only 

Please  send  $1.00  for  descriptive 
price  list. 

THE  IRIS  POND 

TB  •  IB  •  MTB  •  SDB  •  Rebloomers 
Siberian  •  JA  •  Species 
Send  $1 .00  for  list 

CLARENCE  MAHAN 

731 1  Churchill  Rd.,  McLean,  VA  22101 


Specializing  in  the  Newest 
Tall  Bearded 

and  Featuring  Introductions  by 

♦Joe  Gatty 
♦Keith  Keppel 

July/August  shipment 

Send  $1 .00  for  catalogue  with  pedigrees, 
deductible  from  first  order. 


KIRKLAND  IRIS  GARDEN 

Carol  and  George  Lankow 
Choice  MEDIAN  and  DWARF  irises 

Featuring  the  irises  of 

Jean  Witt,  Ken  Fisher, 
MayBelle  Wright,  Carol  Lankow 

Catalog  on  request 

725  -  20th  Avenue  West 
Kirkland,  WA  98033 
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Iris  and  Daylily  Hybrids 

LAST  SCENT  FARM 

113  S.W.  Fifth 
Newcastle,  OK  73065 

Catalog  50<t  in  stamps 

Harvey  Robinson  and  Chris  Vizvarie 

LAURIE  S  GARDEN 

Lorena  M.  Reid 

Japanese  and  Siberian  Irises 


LOUISIANA  NURSERY 

Ken,  Belle,  Albert  and  Dalton  Durio 

CHOICE 

LOUISIANA  IRISES 

TEXRAPLOID  AND  DIPLOID 

Our  new  70-page  Louisiana  Iris  and 
Daylily  catalog  is  now  available  for  $2.00 
per  copy. 


Cali for nicae  (PCNs) 

Cal-Sibes,  Evansia,  Water  Irises, 
other  beardless  species  &  hybrids 
Domestic  only 


This  list  includes  many  exciting  Louisiana 
Irises,  Daylilies,  Iris  virginica.  Iris 
laevigata.  Iris  psudacorus  and  many 
hard-to-find  bulbs  and  related  plants. 


List  in  Spring  for  1st  class  stamp 

41886  McKenzie  Hwy. 
Springfield,  OR  97478 


TOP  QUALITY  IRIS 

From  the  “Top  of  the  World” 

Price  List  on  Request 


GARDENS 


P.O.  Box  19  Boulder,  CO  80306 


Featuring  introductions  from  several 
fine  Colorado  hybridizers. 


M.  A.  D.  GARDEN 

Bob  and  Mary  Dunn  introductions  only 

4828  Jella  Way 
North  Highlands,  CA  95660 


RT.  7  BOX  43 

OPELOUSAS,  LOUISIANA  70570 


•  EXCLUSIVE  "NO  FAULT" 
GUARANTEE 

•  FREE  PRICE  LIST  APRIL 
THROUGH  JULY 


See  our  ad  in  April  Bulletin 


MANCHESTER  GARDEN 

614  Nandale 
Manchester.  MO  63021 

Iris  •  Daylilies  •  Peonies 
Many  varieties — bearded  and  beardless 
Historic  to  recent  introductions 
Catalog  on  request 


cTVIafyott's 


1073  BIRD  AVE.,  DEPT.  A 
SAN  JOSE,  CA  95125 
(408)  971-0444 
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Listing  the  newest  in  Tall  Bearded  and 
Median  irises  with  descriptions. 

"Hardy  irises  from  northern  Nebraska" 

MAPLE  TREE  GARDENS 


( \ y 

■  -  1 


Larry  L.  Harder 
P.O.  Box  278 
Ponca,  Nebraska  68770 


■J,L 


Write  for  free  price  list 


MELROSE  GARDENS 

309  Best  Road  South 
Stockton,  CA  95205 

Semi-retired:  Now  listing  only 
our  own  introductions  for  1989 
and  the  introductions  of  the 
past  three  years. 

Ben  R.  Hager  and  Sid  DuBose 

COLOR  BROCHURE  $1.00  on  request 


Beautiful 

MARISUE  IRIS  GARDENS 

386  Dorothy  Drive 
Plainwell,  Ml  49080 
Ph.  616/685-1459 

Over  300  select  varieties  of  hardy  tall 
bearded  at  competitive  prices.  All 
stock  licensed  and  inspected  by 
Mich.  Dept,  of  Agriculture. 

For  current  catalogue,  send  50c  for 
postage  and  handling. 


COLOR 

CATALOG 

Medians  •  Tall  Bearded 

$1.00  on  request 
Foreign  ($4.00) 

Mid-America 
Gardens 

of  Paul  Black 


3409  N.  Geraldine 
Oklahoma  City,  OK. 
73112 


GARDEN  of  the 
ENCHANTED  RAINBOW 

REASONABLE  Prices 
Best  of  the  OLD. 

Many  NEW  ones. 
REBLOOMERS. 

Some  MEDIANS. 

Indication  of  excellent  garden  growers. 
Also  indication  of  a  reblooming  season  for 
reblooming  varieties. 

Catalog  $1.00  -  Refundable 

Jordan  A.  &  Bernice  M.  Miller 

Rt.  4,  Box  439B,  Killen,  Alabama  35645 


JtUller’0  Manor 

(gardens 


Roger  and  Lynda  Miller 
3167  E.  U.S.  224 
Ossian,  IN  46777 

MDBs,  Medians 
TBs,  Siberians 

Newest  Irises  at  affordable  prices 

Send  stamp  for  catalog 


n 
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MOONSHINE 

GARDENS 

of 

Monty  Byers/Bill  Gibbs 
P.O.  Box  367 
Potter  Valley,  CA  95469 

Specializing  in  space  agers  and 
rebloomers.  An  extensive  listing 
of  many  of  the  latest  and  best  TB, 
BB,  MTB,  IB,  SDB  and  MDB 
irises. 

You'll  like  the  varietal  informa¬ 
tion  and  the  prices  in  our  cata¬ 
log.  It's  free! 


NICHOLLS  GARDENS 

MDB  -  MEDIANS  -  TB  -  REBLOOMERS 
SIBERIAN  -  JAPANESE  -  SPECIES 
ALSO  DAYLILIES 
4724  ANGUS  DRIVE 
GAINESVILLE,  VA  22065 
CATALOG  $1.00;  REFUNDABLE 


Bob  Thomason's 

OKIE  IRIS  GARDENS 

P.O.  Box  60673 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 
73146 

Many  older  irises  and  some 
newer  ones  at  reasonable 
prices. 

Send  50c  in  stamps  for  catalog 
(refunded  with  order). 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS  GARDENS 

1415  Meadow  Dale  Drive 
Lincoln,  NE  68505 

Growing  over  1,000  varieties  of  tall 
bearded  irises. 

Some  new  and  many  older  irises  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices. 

Price  List  on  Request 


WEATHER  RESISTANT 
METAL  MARKERS 

For  identification 
of  your 

flowers  &  vegetables 


SABLE 


cAlofttb  ‘Tine  3kls  Qakdm 

Mary  Ferguson 

P.O.  Box  595  Norfolk,  NE  68701 

Newer  TB  and  Median  Irises 
Specialties:  Hand  Carved  Iris  Letter 
Openers 

Iris  Wind  Chimes 
Iris  Clapper  for  your 
Chimes 

Iris  Windsocks,  hand 
painted,  personalized 
And  other  iris  items 
Send  45<£  stamp  for  price  list. 


Designed  and  in  use  for 

over  20  years  at  Grace  _ _ 

Gardens  in  Baraboo,  Wl,  /  \| 

these  weather  resistnat  L  ^ 

markers  feature  9  guage 
galvanized  wire  with 
aluminum  tags.  Place 
name  on  tag  with  Dymo 
type  tape. 

Pkg.  10  markers  only  $4.50 
or  SAVE 

Pkg.  50  markers  just  $20.00 
*Add  1 5%  for  Shipping 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES 

by  Frances  E.  Schluter 

LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  is  a  comprehensive  look  at  Iris 
mythology,  development  and  care.  This  61  page,  soft 
cover  book  is  useful  for  beginning  and  experienced 
gardeners.  LOVE  THOSE  IRISES  can  be  yours  for  only 
$3.00. 

OLIVER  HOUSE 

260  Madison  St.  Mondovi,  Wl  54755 
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OLD  DOUGLAS  PERENNIALS 

6065  Did  Douglas  Rd. 
Kalamazoo,  Ml  49007 

Featuring  SIBERIAN  introductions  of  Anna 
Mae  Miller — ’Dancing  Nanou’ — &  1 30  named 
varieties.  Send  stamp  for  price  list 


PEDERSON'S  IRIS  PATCH 

Sibley,  Dazey, 

North  Dakota  58429 

400  Tall  Bearded  Varieties 

Quality  Rhizomes 
at  Competitive  Prices 

Send  Stamp  for  Price  List 


PLEASURE  IRIS  GARDENS 
of 

Mrs.  Henry  (Luella)  Danielson 
425  East  Luna 

Chaparral,  New  Mexico  88021 

I  will  be  introducing  irises  for  the  late 
Henry  Danielson 

ARIL  and  ARILBRED  IRISES 
Since  1941 

See  our  ads  in  the 
January  and  April  Bulletins. 

Catalog  —  $1.00 


REATH’S  NURSERY 

P.O.  Box  521B 
Vulcan,  MI  49892 


RIALTO  GARDENS 

John  Weiler 
1146  W.  Rialto 

Fresno,  CA  93705 

DISTINCTIVE  WEILER  IRIS 
Our  Own  Tall  Bearded 
And  Reblooming  SDB 

& 

Full  Line  of  Rebloomers 
TB,  BB,  IB,  SDB 
List  on  Request 


RILEY'S  IRIS  GARDENS 

Growing  over  1 , 1 50  varieties 
and  specializing  in  TBs  of  recent 
introduction.  This  stock  is  cold 
hardy  and  Minnesota  tough! 

Send  Si  .00  for  a  descriptive 
catalog  listing  to: 

Deb  Riley 

1 14  Miller  Circle  Granite  Falls,  MN  56241 
Phone:  (612)  564-4406 


ROR1S 

GARDENS 


The  finest 

PEONIES 
TREE  PEONIES 
DAFFODILS 
HOSTAS 

Send  $1.00  for  color  catalog 


////  Me 


OfJeO 


Send  $2.00  for  color  catalog 
•  7851  Carmencita  Ave. 


lie 


Sacramento,  CA.  95829 

(916)  689-7460 


A 
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RIVERDALE  IRIS  GARDENS 

Quality  Dwarf  and  Median  Irises 
MTB  introductions  of  Kenneth  Fisher 

TRACY  W.  JENNINGS 
RO.  Box  524.  Rockford.  MN  55373 
($ l  .00  for  catalog,  deduct  from  1st  order) 

RODERICK 

IRIS  &  DAYLILY  GARDEN 

Route  2,  Box  2199 
Farmington,  MO  63640 
Featuring  Roderick  and  Stevens  irises 

Send  25<t  or  stamp  for  price  list 
(Please  note  new  address) 

SCHLIEFERT 
IRIS  GARDENS 


3342  W.  Orange  wood 
Phoenix,  AZ  85051 
BEARDED-LOUISIANA-SPURIA 

Over  1 000  Choices 
GUARANTEED  QUALITY 
Send  25 <t  stomp  for  catalog 


SLADE  IRIS  GARDENS 

(New  owners  and  location) 


Murdock,  Nebraska  68407 
Since  1935 

Collection  of  all  Dykes  available 
Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  price  list. 


NORVEL  and  RITA  GLASCOCK 

Route  2  -  Box  84 
Cynthiana,  Kentucky  41031 

Cold  Hardy  Bearded  Irises 
Send  stamp  for  catalog  -  no  color 


IRIS  GARDENS 


SPRUCE  GARDENS 
Rt.  2,  Box  101 
Wisner,  NE  68791 


3629  guinaby  Road,  Salem,  Oregon  97303 

Fine  Irises  for  discerning  collectors. 

GROWERS  -  HYBRIDIZERS  - 
ORIGINATORS 

America’s  Finest  Iris  Catalog,  accurate 
color  illustrations,  a  treasure  trove  of 
information. 


$2.00  (Deductible  from  1st  order) 


SHILOH  GARDEN 

Stan  and  Vickie  Courtney 
Rt.  1,  Box  77A 
Pawnee,  IL  62558 


Send  first  class  stamp  for  listing  of 
choice  newer  tall  bearded  irises. 


400  Tall  Bearded 
Varieties 

Descriptive 
Catalog 
$1.00 

SUNSET 

IRIS  GARDEN 

269  SUNSET  RD.  S.  W. 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NEW  MEXICO 
87105 


350  TB  varieties 
Send  25^  stamp  for  catalog 
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Ufiumber 


George  6-  Margaret  Sutton 
16592  Road  208 
Porterville,  CA  93257 

Send  504  for  catalog 


PLANT  MARKERS 

A  unique  and  attractive  tag.  All 
metal  and  long  lasting.  Permanent 
and  economical. 

Perfect  for  Iris 

Send  self-addressed  stamped 
envelope  for  description,  price  list 
and  picture. 

F.  R.  CJNRGH 

37  Oaknoll  Road 
Wilmington,  Delaware  19808 


TITS  PLACE 


WEIR  GARDENS 


1513  Ernie  Lane 


Iris  —  Daylilies 


Grand  Prairie,  TX  75052 
Just  another  iris  garden 


Route  1,  Box  99C 
Kingston,  TN  37763 


Write  for  catalog 


URANIUM  COUNTRY  GARDENS 

728  -  1675  Rd.,  Delta,  CO  81416 

Our  30th  Year 

Finest  new  varieties  and 
a  large  colleetion  of  elassies 
Catalog — 25<f  stamp 


Price  List 


THE  WILD  MOUNTAIN  THYME 

486  Skiff  St. 

North  Haven,  CT  06473 
Featuring  Tall  Bearded  and 
Arilbred  Irises  of 
Fred  and  Mar}'  Gadd 

Catalog  $1.00 


BULLETIN  ADVERTISING  RATES 

COMMERCIAL  DIRECTORY  (Four  Issues) 


One-inch 

$  30.00 

Two-inch 

$ 

40.00 

Three-inch 

$  50  00 

DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  (Single  Issue) 

One-quarter  page 

$  31.00 

Two-thirds  page 

$ 

73.00 

One-third  page 

$  40.00 

Three-fourths  page 

$ 

82.00 

One-half  page 

$  56.00 

Full  page 

$' 

100.00 

Full  page,  color  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

Cover  ads  $200.00  plus  color  separations 

All  advertising  copy  and  photographs,  except  color  which  requires  individual  ar¬ 
rangements,  must  be  received  by  the  Advertising  Editor  by  April  15  (July  Issue), 
July  15  (October  Issue),  October  15  (January  Issue)  and  January  15  (April 
Issue). 

Send  advertising  copy  and  check  payable  to  The  American  Iris  Society  to 
Ms.  Kay  Nelson,  Advertising  Editor 
P.O  Box  37613  Omaha,  NE  68137 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  VICE  PRESIDENTS 

1—  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island:  Mrs.  Kenneth  (Agnes)  Waite,  6  Tow  Path  Lane,  Westfield, 
MA  01085 

2  — -  New  York:  James  Burke,  46  Vincent  St.,  Lackawanna,  NY,  14218. 

3 —  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware:  Sterling  Innerst,  2700A  Oakland  Rd., 
Dover,  PA  17315 

4  —  Maryland,  District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  West  Virginia  and  North  Car¬ 

olina:  Dr.  Lloyd  Zurbrigg,  Box  5691,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA 
24142 

5  —  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida  and  Puerto  Rico:  Mrs.  John  S.  Gaines, 

PO.  Box  883,  Rome,  GA  30161 

6  —  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan:  Carol  Morgan,  G 1384  Westwood  Dr.,  Flint, 

Ml  48532 

7  —  Tennessee  and  Kentucky:  Joseph  Christopher,  1522  Mercury  Blvd., 

Murfreesboro,  TN  37130. 

8 —  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin:  Dr.  Donald  Koza,  1171  E.  Idaho  Ave.,  St. 
Paul,  MN  55106 

9  —  Illinois:  Melody  Wilhoit,  Route  1 ,  Box  141 ,  Kansas,  IL  61933 

10  —  Louisiana:  Mrs.  Ed.  Ostheimer,  PO.  Box  485,  Houma,  LA  70361. 

1 1  —  Idaho,  Montana  and  Wyoming:  Rose  Mary  Baier,  606  Montana  Avenue, 

Missoula,  MT  59802 

12  — Utah:  Paul  Smith,  324  East,  700  North,  Pleasant  Grove,  UT  84062 

13  — Washington,  Oregon  and  Alaska:  Barbara  Aitken,  608  NW  119th  St., 

Vancouver,  WA  98685. 

14 — Northern  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii:  James  P.  McWhirter,  201 
Waller  #303,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

15  — Southern  California  and  Arizona:  Ralph  Strane,  7403  Archibald  Ave., 

Rancho  Cucamonga,  CA  91730. 

16  — Canada:  John  McMillen,  R.R.  #1,  Norwich,  Ontario,  Canada  N0J  IPO. 

17  — Texas:  Mrs.  Charles  A.  (Ramona)  Howard,  3303  37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX 

79413 

18  —  Kansas  and  Missouri:  Mrs.  Meredith  (Leda)  Christlieb,  921  N.  Syca¬ 

more,  Eureka,  KS  67045 

19  — New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island:  Nancy  Szmuriga,  444  S.  5th  Avenue, 

Highland  Park,  NJ  08904 

20  — Colorado:  Jess  V.  Quintana,  431  E.  1st  Avenue,  Denver,  CO  80203 

21  —  Iowa,  Nebraska,  South  Dakota  and  North  Dakota:  Charles  T.  Claussen, 

Rt.  3,  Box  363,  Sioux  Falls,  SD  57106 

22 — Arkansas  and  Oklahoma:  Betty  Jamieson,  26  Cambre  Circle,  Hot 
Springs  Village,  AR  71909 

23  — New  Mexico:  David  R.  Hooten,  Box  2133,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 
24 — Alabama  and  Mississippi:  Sarah  Scruggs,  Route  2  Box  217,  Gun- 
tersville,  AL  35976. 
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Send  your  check  for  $5.00,  made  to 
The  American  Iris  Society,  to: 
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